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DECLARATION of INDEPEXDENCE, 

A DECLjiRjiTIOJ^ by the'^^^Viv.s'E.YiTKTiwzs of the 
United States o/* America, in Co7igres9 auaeni' 
bled^ ^th.July^ 1776. 

WHEN, in the course of human events, it becomes 
necessary for one people to dissolve the political 
bauds which have connected them with another, and to 
assume among the powers of the earth, the separate 
•and equal station to which the laws of nature and of na- 
ture's God entitle them, a decent i^espect to the opini- 
•ons of mankind requires that they should declare the 
causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these 'truths to be self-evident^that all men 
are created equal ; that they are endowed by their Cre- 
ator with certain unalienable rights ; that among these 
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, 
to secure these rights, governments are instituted a- 
mong men, deriving their just powers from the consent 
of the governed ; that whenever any form of govern- 
ment becomes desti-uctive of these ends, it is the right 
of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute 
new government, laying its foundation on such princi- 
ples, and organizing its powers in such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 
happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that go- 
vernments long established should not be cl*:inged for 
light and transient causes ; and accordingly all expe- 
rience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right them- 
selves by abolishing the forms to which they^ are accus- 
tomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpa- 
tions, pursuing invariably the sam^ object, evinces a 
design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is 
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such govern- 
ment, and to provide new guards for their future secu- 
rity 
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Hty. Such has been the patient BufTerance of these 
colonies ; and such is now the necessity which constraint 
them to alter their ibmier syst^s of government**-** 
The history of the present King of Great Britain is a 
history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having 
in direct object the establishment of ^an absolute tyran** 
nyover these States. To prove thiS) let facts be ttub* 
niitted to a candid world* 

lie has refused his assent to laws^ the most whole* 
some and necessary for the public good* 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass laws of im- 
mediate and pressing importance^ unless suspended in 
their operation, till his assent should be obtained ; andf 
when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend 
to them» 

He has refused to pass other laws, Sot the accommo* 
dation of large districts of people, unless those people 
would relinquish the right of representation in the I^« 
gislature — a right inestimable to them, and formidable 
to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies, at places 
unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the .deposito* 
ry of their public records, for the sole purpose of is* 
tiguing them into compliance with his measures* 

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedlyi 
for opposing, witli manly firmness, his invasions on the 
rights of the People* 

He has refused, for a long time after such dissolu- 
tions, to cause others to be elected ; whereby the legis- 
lative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned 
to the people at large, for their exercise ; the State re- 
maining, in the mean time, exposed to all the danger 
of invasitm fix>m without, and convulsions within* 

He has endeavoured to prevent tlie population of 
these States ; for that purpose obstructing the laws for 
naturalization of foreigners ; refusing to pass others, to 
encours^e their migration hither, and raiung the con* 
ditions of new appropriations of lands. 

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by 
refusing his assent to laws, for establishing Judiciary 
Powers* He 
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He has made Judges dependent on his will alone, for 
the tenure of their ofiices, and the amount and payment 
of their salanes« 

He hat erected a multitude of new offices, and sent 
hither swarms of c^cersi to harrass our people, and 
cat out their substance* 

He has iiept among u^, in time»of peace, standing 
armies, without the consent of our Legislatures* 

He has affected to render the military independent of, 
and superior to, the civil power* 

He has combined with others, to subject us to a ju- 
risdiction, foreign to our Constitution, and unacknow- 
ledged by our laws ; giving his assent to their acts of 
pretended legislatkm. 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among 
us:-^ 

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punish- 
ment for any murders which* they should commit on the 
inhabitants of these States :— 

For cutting off our trade with aH parts of the world :— * 

For imposing taxes on us without our consent : — 

For depriving us, in many eases, of the benefits of 
trial by jury :— 

For transportmg us beyond seas, to be tried foi* pre- 
tended offences: — 

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a 
neighbouring province, establisliing therein an arbitra- 
ry government, and enlarging its boimdaries so as to 
render it at once an example and fit instrument, for in- 
troducing the same absolute rule into these colonies :— 

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most 
valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of 
our governments :— ■ 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declar- 
ing themselves invested with power, to legislate for us 
in ail cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us 
out of his protection, and waging war a^^ainst us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt 
•♦ur towns, and destroyed the fives of our people. 

A3 Pie 
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He is, at this time, transporting large armies of fo- 
reign mercenaries to complete the works of death, de- 
solation, and tyranny, already begun, with circumstan- 
ces of cruelty and perfidy, scarcely paralleled in the 
most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head o£ 
a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow citizens, taken captive 
on the high seas, to bear arms against their country, 
to become the executioners of their friends and bre- 
thren, or to fall themselves by their hands 

He has excited*domestic insurrections amongst us, and 
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fron- 
tiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule 
of warfar is an undistinguished destruction of all agei> 
sexes, and conditions. 

In every stage of these oppressions, we have peti- 
tioned for I'edress, -in the most humble terms ; our re- 
peated petitions have been answered only by repeated 
injury. A Prince whose character is thu» marked hy 
every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the 
ruler of a Free People. 

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British 
brethren. We have warned them, from time to time^ 
of •attempts made by their Legislature to extend an un- 
warrantable jurisdiction over us. AVe have reminded 
them of the circumstances of our emigration and set- 
tlement here. We have appealed to their native jus- 
tice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them, by 
tlie ties of our common kindred, to disavow these usur- 
pations, which would inevitably interrupt our connec- 
tions and correspondence. They, too, have been deaf 
to the voice of justice and consanguinity. We must, 
therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which denounces 
our separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of 
mankind — enemies in war — in peace, friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United 
States of America, in Congress assembled, appealing 
* to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude 
of our intentions, Do, in the name and by the autho- 
rity of tiie good People of these Colonies, solemnly de- 
clare 
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clare, that these United Colonies are, and, of right » 
ought to be Free and Independent States : — that they 
are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, 
and that all political connexion, between them and the 
State of GreatBritain, is and ought to be totally dissolv- 
ed ; and that, as Free and Independent States, they have 
full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alli- 
ances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts 
and things which Independent States may of righ{ do. 
And for the support of this declaration, with a firm re- 
liance on. the protection of Divine Providence, we mu- 
tually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, 
and our sacred honour. . 

Signed by order and in behalf of the Congress, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Pren. 
Attest ^ C^A. Thomson, Scc. 
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CONSTITUTION or the UNITED STATES. 

The COJ^TITUTIOAr/ramedfor the United Statks 
^America, by a Convention qf DefiuHet from the 

. Statet of J\rew»ffam/i9faref Maaaachuaetts^ Connecticui^ 
JYew-York^ ^Tew^Jeraey^ Pennsytvaniaj Delaware j Ma* 
ryland^ VirghUaj SSTorih^Carolina^ South^CarolmOj and 
Georgiay at a Seaaion begun May 25^ and ended Sep" 
tembet* 17, 1787. 

WE, th€ I^ople of the United States, in order t* form & . 
more perfeA union, eftablifh jal^ice; infare domeftic 
tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote tlae -gen- 
eral welfare, and fccuce tbe bleffings of liberty to ourfelv«s and 
pofterity, do ordain and cftablifli thisConiUtutibh for the Uiiit^ 
ed States of America. 

ARTICLE I.— Section 1. 
All legislative powers herein panted, ftiall be vefted m » Con- 
grefs of the United States, which fhall confifi of » Senate ami 
Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

Section II. 

I. The Houfe of Reprfefentatives (hall confift of Members 
chaC|n every fecond year by the People of the feveral States ; 

-"•iSflRhe ele<flors in each State (hall have the qualiftcations re- 
qailite for eledors of the moll numerous branch of the State 
I*egillature. 

II. No perfon fliall be a Reprefcntative who Ihall not hav« 
attained to the age of 25 years, and been feven years a Citizen 
of the United States ; and who ihall not, when elefted, be an 
inhabitant of that State in which he (hall be chofen. 

III. Reprefentatives and dire<^ taxes {liall be apportioned a- 
mong the feveral States v^hich may be included within this 
Union, according to their refpcilive numbers, which (hall he 
determined by adding to the whole number of free perfons, in- 
cluding thofe bound to fervice for a term of years, and exclud- 
ing Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other perfons. The 
atonal enumeration fliall be made within three years after the 
lirft meeting of the Congrefs of the United States, and within 
every fubfequent term of ten years, in fuch manner as they fliall 
by law dire<fi. The number of Reprefentatives (ball not exceed 
one for every thirty thoufand ; but each State fnall have at leall 
one Reprefentative ; and, until iuch enumeration fliall be made; 
♦lie Stace of New Hampfliirc fl;iall be entitled to choofe three ; 

Maf- 
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Maffachuretts eig;ht ; Rhode lOand and Providence Plantations . 
one ; Conne^icut five ; New York fix ; New Jerfcy four ; Penn- 
fylvania eight ; Delaware one; Maryland fix; Virginia ten; 
North Carolina fiye; South Carolina five ; and Georgia three. 

IV. When vacancies ha]ipen in the Reprefentation from any 
$tate, the escecutive authority thereof ihall iffue writs of elec* 
lion to fitl fuch vacancies. 

V. The .Hoiife of Reprefentatives ihall cliOQie th^ir Speaker 
and qxher o&cets, and ihall have the iole power of i«peach^ 
ment. 

Section III. 

I- llie -Senate of the United States (hall be compeCed of two 
Senators froai each State, chofen by the Legiflature thereof for 
&x yeaisy and .each Senator ihidl have one vote. 

IX. iminediaiely after <they ihsdl be aiGMnhled, in eonieq^enc« 
5^f the €rftjeled^iQii, 4hey ihall he divided, as equally as mty be, 
into three clafTes. The feats of the Senators of the iM dafe 
fya^ he vacated at the expiration of the fecond year; <^'the fe- 
cond cLafs* at the expiration of the fotuth year ; and of the 
third clafs, at the expiration of the fixth year ; fo that one third 
iTCsybe choCen every lecond ye^r. And if vacancies happen by 
refignat^n or os^erwiie» during the recefs of the Legiflatare oif 
any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary appoint- 
ments until the next meeting of the Legiilature, wiiich [ihaU 
then £1L fuch vacancies. 

HI. No perfon flail be a Senator, who ihall not have attained 
to the age of 30 years, and been nine years a Citizen of the 
United States ; and who ihaUnot, when ekcled, be an inhabi- 
tant of that State for which he ihall be chofen. 

IV. The Vice-Prciident of ihe United States fliall be Preii- 
dent of the Senate, but ihall have no vote unlefs they be equal- 
ly divided. 

V. The Senate Ihall choofe their other Officers, and alfo a 
Preiident 6ro«c»q&ofr. in the ab&nce of the Vice-Prefident, or 
when he ftiall exercife the office of Prefident of the U.States. 

VJ. The Senate ihall have the fele power to try all im- 
peachments. When fitting for that purjiofe, they (hall be on 
oath or affirmation. When the Prefident of the United States 
is triedt the Chief Juilice ihall preiide ; and no perlon fliall be 
convi^^ed without the concurrence «f two-thirds of the mem* 
hers prefent. 

VII. Judgment, in cafes of impeachment, fhall not extend 
further than to removal from office, and difqualint'ation to hold 
and enjoy any office of honour, truft, or profit, under the United 
States. But the party convifted ihall, iifcverlielefs, be liable 
and fubje<fl to indiftmenl, trial, judgmeat^ and pirniihnient ac- 
cordiag to law. 
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Section IV. 

I. The times, places, and manner of holding eledlions for 
Senators and Rcprefentatives, (hall be prcfcribed in each State 
by the Legiflature thereof; but the Congrefs may,, at any time, 
by law, make or alter fuch regulations, except as to the places 
of chooiing Senators. 

II. The Congrefs (hall alTemble at lead once in every year ; 
and fuck meeting (hall be on the fir{l Monday in December, un- 
iefs they fhall, by law, appoint a different day. 

Section V. 
• I. Each Houfe {hall be the judge of the ele^^ions, returns, and 
qualifications of its own members ; and a majority of each Aiall* 
confiitute a quorum to do buiinefs ; but a fmaller number may 
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the 
attendance of abfent members, in fuch manner, and under fuch' 
penalties, as each Houfe may provide. 

IL Each I^oufe may determine the rules of. its proceed! ngs»'* 
puniih its members for diibrderly behaviour, and, with the con- 
currence of two-thirds, expel a member. , •- 

III. Each Houfe fhall keep a j6urnal of its proceedings, andy 
from time to time, publiih the fame, excepting fuch parts as 
may, in their judgment, require fecrefyj and the yeas and nays 
of the members of either Houfe, on ^ny queftion, fhall, at the 
deiire ef one-fifth of thofe prefent, be entered on the journal. 

IV. Neither Houfe, during the feflipn of Congrefs, fliall, 
-without the eonfent of the other, adjourn for more than three 
days, nor to any other place than that In which the two Houfe s 
ihall be fitting. 

Section VI. 

I. The Senators and Reprefentatives fhall receive a compen- 
fation for their fervices, t® be afcertained by law, and paid out 
of the treafury of the United States. They fhall, in all cafes, 
except treafon, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged 
from arrefl during their attendance at the feffion of their re- 
fpeAive Houfes, and in going to, and returning from the fame ; 
and for any fpeech or debate in either Houfe, they fhall not be 
que flioned, in any other place. 

II. 'No Senator or Reprefentative fhall, during the time for 
which he was ele<fled, be appointed to any civil office under the 
authority of the United States, which fhall have been created, 
or the emoluments of which fhall have been increafed, during 
fuch time ; and no perfon, holding any office under the United 
States, fhall be a member of either Houfe during his continu- 
ance in office. 

Section VII. 
I. All bills for railing revenue, fhall originate In the Houfe 
of Rcprefentatives ; but the Senate fhall propofc or concur with 
oaendments as on other bills. Every 
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n. Eveiy bill which (hall have pafled the HoUTe of Repre- 
fentatives and the Senate, ihall, before it become a law, be pre- 
fen ted to the Prefidcnt of the United States. If he approve, 
he (hall fign it ; but, if not, he ihall return it, with hi» objec- 
tions, to that Houfe in which it {hail have originated, who ihall 
enter the obje&ions at large on their journal, and proceed tO 
reconfider it. If, after fuch reconiideration, two-thirds of that 
Houfe ibftll agree to pafs the bill, it ihall be fent, together with 
the oMedions, to the other Houfe, by which it ihall likewife bfe 
reconiidered ; and, if approved by two-thirds of that Houfe, it 
ihall become a law But, in all fuch cafes, the votes of both 
Houfes iliall be determined by yeas and nays; and the names of 
the perfons voting for and againit the bill, ihall be entered oh 
the journal of each Houfe refpe^lively. If any bill ihall not be 
returned by the Prefident within ten days (Sundays excepted) 
after it ihall have been prefented to him, the fame Oiall be a law, 
in like manner as if he had figned it, unlefs the Congrefs, by 
tbeii: adjournment, prevent its return { in which cafe, it ihall 
not be a law. 

III. Every order, refolution, or vote, to which the concur* 
rence of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives may be ne- 
cefiary (except on a queilion of adjournment^ ihall be prefented 
to the Preiidentof the United States; and, before the fani« ihall 
take effefi, be approved by him ; or, being difapproved by him, 
ihall be repail'ed by two-thirds of both Houfes according to the 
rules and liniitSLtions prefcribed in the cafe of a bill. 

Section VIII. 
The Congrefs ihall have power— 

I. To lay and collect taxes; duties, impolls, and excifes,-tO' 
pay the debts, and provide for the common defence and general 
-weifftre of the United States ; but all duties, impoits, and ex- 
cifes ihall be uniform throughout the United States. 

II. To borrow money on the credit of the United States. 

III. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the feveral States, and with the Indian tribes. 

IV. To eftabliih an uniform rule of naturalization, and uni- 
form laws on the fubjed of bankruptcies, throughout the United 
States. ' 

V. To coin money ; regulate the value thereof, and of foreign 
coin ; and fix the ilandai^ of weights and meafures. 

VI. To provide for the punifliment of counterfeiting the fecu* 
rities and current coin of the United States. 

VII. To eilabliih poll oiBces and poil roads. 

VIII. To promote the progrefs of fciente and ufeful arts, by 
Securing for limited times, to authors anainventors, the exclu- 
live right to their refpeAive writings and cUfcoveries. 

IX. Tq coailitute tri^unftls inferior to tht tupreme Court. 

To 
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X.'Tpd«&nc and puniih |Miracies and felonies committed Qti 
Jthe ^Igh fe^is, and fences agaio& the law of naii^ms. 

XI: To -declare warj grsuit letters of marque and r^rifal; 
and make :niles concerning captures en land and water. 
- XII> To raife and fupport armies. But no appropriation ef 
.money for that ufe, fhj^H be for a longer term than two years. 

XIII. To .provide and maintain a navy. 

XIV. To make rules for the government «n4 x«|^latioii •£ 
<tbe land and narai forces. 

. ^V. To provside lor callinr Ibrth ^e-mdtt4a to execute 4^- 
bws of the Lbion, Akppiefs iimnrredions, and repel invafions. 

jR: VI. To providotfor organieing, arming, and difeif^inipg 4ie 
^ilitia* and for govox^ing fuch part of them as may he emp^- 
^ in the iervice of the U|f«ed States ; referving to the $tat«» 
fcTpeaively the appointment^f the officers, and the authority of 
fxaining the militia accoiding to the difcipline prelcrihed hf 
Congrefs. 

:SVI2. Toexezcifeexclafiveiegiflatlen in aU<»fes v^h^tTotver. 
over fuch. diftrid (not exceeding ten miles fquare) as 4nay, hf 
e^en of particular ^taites, and the acceptance of Congvefs^ 
lieceme the feat of the Govesnmeat of the United States; and 
to efserciie like authority over all places purchaft^d by ^9^ €<dA- 
font of the Legiflature of -the State in which the fame (hall bc» 
foae the ere^ion of forts, magazines, arienals^ dock-yards, and 
.jBthet needful huildings— And, * 

XVIII. To make all laws which ihaU he neeeflary Md proper 
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other 
powers veiled by this Conilitutiion, in the GovewEmnent of the 
United States, or in aay 4^partm^t or officer thereof. 

Section IX. 

I. The migration or importation of fuch perfons at aay «ff 
the States now exiiling ftiall think proper to admit, Ihall not be 
prohibited by the Congrefs, prior to the year one thou&»d eight 
hundxed and eight ; but a tax or duty may be impofea on fuch 
importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each perlon. 

U. The privilege of the writ of Habeas Corpus (hall not ba 
fttfpendedf unlefs when, in cafes of rebellion or invaiion, the 
public fafcty may require it." 

III. No bill of attainder or ex post facto law ftiall be pafled. 

IV. No capitation or other direct ax fliall be laid, milefs in 
proportion to the" cenfus or enumeration herein before dire^ed 
to be taken. 

V. No tax or duty (hall be laid on articles exported from any 
State. No pi«feren<:(e fhall be given, by any regulation of com- 
njcrce or revenue, to, the ports of one State'over thofe of ano- 
ther j nor {hall vefTela, bound to or from one State, be obliged 
to enter, clear, qt piy duties in another. 

' No 
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Vt. Ho money fliail be drawn from the treafury, bat in con- 
-fef^ueace of appropriations made by law j and a regular ftate- 
«ient and account of the feceipts and expenditures of all public 
tnoney- iball be publiibed from tinve to time. 

VXI. No title of nobility ihall be |:ranted by the United 
States: ,A.nd no perfpii, holding any office of profit or truft un* 
der them» ihall»*witbo.ut the confent of Congrel*, accept of any 
prefent, emoi>iment» office or title of any kind whatev«r» from 
any King, Prince* or foreign State. 

Section X. 

I. No State (hall enter into any treaty* alliance, or confeder- 
ation ; grant letters of marque and reprifal : coin money ^ emit 
bills of credit } make any thing but gold and filver coin a tender 
in payment of debt^; pafs any bill of attainder, ex pott facto 
law, or law impairing the obligation of contrails, or grant pXkj 
■title of nobility. 

n. Ko State (hall, without the copfent of Congrefs, lay an/ 
impoftfl or ditties on imports or exports, except what may be 
abiolittcly neceffary for -executing its infpe^«n laws ; and the 
net produce of all duties and impofts laid by any State on im- 
ports or exports, (hall be for the ufe of the TnBafury of the U- 
nited States; and all fuch laws ihaU be fubjeift to the revifion 
and control of Cengrofs. !No State fhall, without the confent 
•f Congrefs, lay any duty oii tonnage, keep troops or Ihips of 
war in time of peaqe, enter into any agreement or compaft with 
anather State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in war, un- 
lefs ad^ually invaded, or in fuch imminent danger as wiU not 
admit o£ delay. 

ARTICLE II —Section I. 

I. The Executive Power fhall be veiled in a Prcfident of the 
United -States of America. He ihall hold his eiBce during the 
term of four years, and, together with the Vice-Prefident, cbof' 
en for the fame term, be ele<^ed as follows :— 

II. Each State (hall appoint, in fuch manner as theLegifla- 
t«re thereof may dtre^l, a number of Eledlors, equal to the 
whole number of Senators and Reprefentatlves, to which the 
State may be entitled in the Congr.efs ; but no Senator, or Ke. 
prefentative. Or perfon holding any office of truft or profit Un- 
der the United States, (hall be appointed an Eledlor. 

III. The £]e^ors ihall meet in their refpedive States, and 
vote, by ballot, for two perfons, of whom, one, at leaft, fliall 
not be an inhabitant of the fame State with themfclves. ' An^ 
they ihall make a Uft of ail the perfons voted for, and of thie 
number of votes for each ; which Hit they iliall fign and cerrif)^, 
and tranfmit fealed to the feat of the Government of the United 
States. direAed to the Preiident of the Senate. Tlie Prefideat 

of 
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.of the Senate fhall, in the prefence of the -Senate and Hoiife *f* 
Reprefentatives,.open all the certificates, and the votes fhaTl 
then be counted The perfon having the greateft number oF 
votes {hall be the Prelident, if fuch number be a majority of th«. 
■whole number of eledors appointed ; and if there be more than 
one who have fuch majority, and have an equal number of 
votes, then the Houfe of Reprefentatives (hall immediately 
choofe, by ballot, one' of them fof Prefident ; and if no perfon. 
have a majority, then, from the five highell on the lift, the 
faid Houfe Ihall in like manner choofe the Prefident. But, in. 
choofing the Prefident, the votes fliall be taken by States, the 
. Reprefentation from each State having one vote ; a quorum for 
this purpofe (hall confift of a member, or members, from two- 
thirds of the States ; and a majority of all the States (hall be 
neceflfary to a choice. In every cafe, after the choice of the 
Prefident, the perfon having the greateft number of votes of the 
Eledors (hall be the Vice -Prefident. But if there (hould remain 
two or more who have equal votes, the Senate (hall choofe from 
them, by ballot, the Vice-Prefident. " 

IV. The Congrcfs may determine the time of choofing the 
Ele<Slors, and the day on which they (hall give their votes ; 
which day (hall be the fame throughout the United States. 

V. No perfon, except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of 
the United States at the time of the adoption of this Confti- 
tution, fiiallbe eligible to the office of Prefident. Neither (hail 
any perfon be eligible to that office, who (hall not have attained 
to the age ef 35 years, and been 14 years a refident within the 
Unit«d btates. 

VI. In cafe of the removal of the Prefident from office, or of 
iiis death, refignation, or inability'to difcharge the powers and 
duties of the faid office, the fame (hall devolve on the Vice- 
Prefident; and the Congrefs may, by law, provide for the cafe 
of removal, death, refignation, or inability, both of the Prefi- 
dent and Vice-Prefident, declaring what Officer (hall then a«5l 
as Prefident ; and fuch Olficer (hall a6l accordingly, until the 
difability be removed, or a Prefident (hall be eleded. 

VII. The Prefident (hall, at ftated times, receive for his fer- 
vices, a compenfation, which (hall neither be increafed nor di- 
mrnifhed during the period for which he (liall have been ele^Sled ; 
and he (hall not receive, within that period, any other emolu- 
ment from the United States, or any of them. 

VIII. Before he enter on the execution of his office, he (hall 
take the following oath, or affirmation :— ♦* I do folemnly fwear 
" (or affirm), That I will faithfully execute the office of Prefi- 
** dent of the United States ; and will, to the beft of my ability, 
" preferve, protect, and defend the Coiiftitution of the United 
*' tares." 

Sic- 
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Section U. 
I. The ^refiilcnt' fhall be Commander in Chief of the Army 
%nd Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the feve- 
ral States, when called into the actual fervice of the United 
States. ' He may require the opinion, in writing, of the prin- 
cipal OfHcers in each of the executive Departments, upon any 
lut>je6l relating to the duties of their refpe£live otfices ; and Yit 
ihall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for oilences a- 
^ainit the United States, except in cafes of impeachment. 

II. He (liall have power, by and with the advice and con- 
fent of the tenace, to make trea'^ies, provided two- thirds of the 
Senators prei'ent concur; and he ihall nominate, and, by and 
with the advice and content of the :>enate, ihall appoint Am- 
baffadors, other public Minillers and Confuls, Judges of the 
Supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States whole 
appointments are not herein otherwife provided for, and which 
inall be eilablilhed by law. But the Congrefs may, by law, veil 
the appointment of fuch inferior officers, as they may think pro- 
per, in the Prefident alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the 
Heads of Departments. 

III. The FreHdent (hall have power to fill up all vacancies 
that may happen during the rceefs of Senate, by granting com- 
miffions, which (hall e^^pire at the end of their next fef&on. 

Section III. 
He ihally from time to time, give to the Congrefs informa- 
tion of the ilate of the Union, and recommend to their coniider- 
ation fuch meafures as he fkall judge nepeifary and expedient. 
He may, on extraordinary occafions^ convene both Houles, or 
either of them; and, in cafe of difagreement between them, 
with refpe<^ to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them 
to fuch time as he (hall think proper. He fliall receive Ambaf- 
fadors and other public Minillers. He (liall take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed ; and ihall commillion all the Officers 
of the United States. 

Section IV. 
The Prefident, Vice-Prefident, and all Civil Officers of the 
United States, ihall be removed from office on impeachment for, 
and conviAion of, treaion, bribery, or other high crimes and 
mifdemeanors. 



ARTICLE HI.— Section I. 
The Judicial Power of the United States (hall be vefted in 
one Supreme Court, and in fuch inferior Courts, as the Con- 
grefs may, from time to time, ordain and edabliih. The Jud- 
ges, both of the Supreme and inferior Courts, (ball hold their 
offices during good behaviour ; and (hall, at Hated times, receive 
for their fervices, a compenfation, which Ihall no^ be diminiihed 
diuring their continuance in oiBc«. The 
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SbctionII. 

I. T^e Judicial Power (hall extend to all afcfes« ml«aw-«.nil 
Equity, arifing under this Conftitutiont the laws of the Urn ted 
States, and treaties made, or whicK ihaU be made, under their 
authority; to all cafes affecting Ambafladors, or other public 
Miniilers and Confuls; to all cafes of Admiralty and maritime 
Jurifdiftion; to controverfies to which the Uuited States fiiftll 
he a party, to controverfies between two or more States, be* 
tween a State and Citizens of another btate, betiwcen Litiaea* 
of diiferent States, between Citizens of the fame State eUilmlsins 
lands under grants of different States, and between a Staitc, eir 
the Citizens thereof, and foreign Sta;e»» Citizens, or Subjefta. 

II. In all cafes affeding Ambafiadors, other public Miniflers, 
and Confuls, and thofe in which a State ihail be a party, tKe 
Supreme Court (liall have original jurifdi^on. .In all theotber 
.tales before mentioned, the Supreme. Court. ihall have appell^^e 
jurifdi^ion, both as to law and fa<^i with fuch;exc«|)tioas, acul 
under fuch regulations, as the Qongrefs Ihailmake. 

ill. The t][ial of all crimes, ei^cept.in cafes of impeaehniMK* 
ftiall be by jury ; and fuch trial (hall be held in the State whatie 
the faid erimes -(hall have been committed $ but when aotc«iB« 
mitted within any State, the trial (hall be at fuc^ pla^e or pla- 
ces as the Congrefs iiiay by law have directed, 

.Sjlction hi. 

I Treafon againft the United States (hall confift oriy in levy- 
ing war againil them, or in adhering to their enemies, givin|; 
them aid and comfort. No pepfon fhall be convicted of treafon^ 
unlefs on. the teilimony of two wltaeHes to the lame overt a^r 
or on confeffion in open Court* 

.II. The CongreCs ihall have power to declare the puntihinent 
of treafon ; but no attainder of treafon ihaU work corruption pf 
Wood, or forfeiture, except during the life of the perfon at* 
tainted. 



ARTICLE iV.— Section I. 

Full faith and credit iliall be given, in each Stat-e, to the pub- 
lic aAs, records, and judicial proceedings of every other State. 
And the Cougrefs may, .by penal laws, prefcribe the manner in 
which fuch a(^s, records, and proceedings ihall be proved, and 
the eflfeA thereof. 

Sectio}« II. 

I. Thie Citizens of each State IbaU he entitled to all the pri- 
vileges and immunities of Citizens in the feveral States. 
- II. A perlbn charged in any State with treafon, felony, or 
other crime, who ihall flee from juftice, and be found in ano- 
ther State, ihall, on demand of the Executive Authority of the 
$tate from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the 
State having jarifdi^ion of the crime. 3Ko 
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in. Nopierfont held to fervice or Ubotir in oneSute under 
the Uw5 th£teof, eicaping into ahother, (hall, in confequence of 
any l»w or regafatton therein^ be difchuxed from fnch ferlrice 
or labour; but fliaH be delivered np on claim of the party to 
whoB fucbfervtce or labour may be due. 

SaOTXoilr IH. 

I. New Statei may be admitted by Congrefs into this tMon; 
but no new State fliall be formed or erefteid within the jurifdic-* 
tion of any other State ; nor any State be formed by the junc- 
tion of t^o ormoM Statef^ or parts of 5tat)», without the con- 
feat of the Legfiiaikiaet of the Stttes concerned, as well as' of 
the Congrefs. 

II.- The Congrefi flxatl htve power to difpofe of, and make 
aU needful rales and regulations refpeAing the territory or other 
propcfty belongmg to the Unitied States ; and nothing in this 
CoidEUtaiion fliaJl be fo cohftrned; as to prejudice any claims of 
the United States, or qi any partieulat State. 

SacTioir IV. 

The United Staiet ifaall guarantee to every State in this Union 
a Xipubiium Form ^ Government i and (hall proteA each of 
them agatnft invafion, and, on application of the Legillafure* 
or of the Eiee^iitiye (when the Legtfiafare cannot' be convened) 
againft domMt iriowce. 

ARTICLE V. 
The Ceap^ whenever two-thirds of both Houfes fiiall deem 
it neoeflary, (hall prd^fe Amendmaat to this Conilitution, or 
on the api^caison of the Legiflatnres of two-thirds of the fe- 
veral States, Audi call a Convention for ptopoiing Am^dnients, 
which, m either cafe, ihafi' be vafid to all ihtenta and traipiofes, 
as part of this Coiiftitution,' when ratified by the Leginatures of 
three»lb«trths of the feveral States, or by Conventions in three** 
fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may 
be propolcd by the Congrefs : Provided, that no Amendment^ 
which may be made prior to the year t8d8, (hall in any mamieir 
»0eft the ift and .4th clanfes m the 9th Sedion of the firft Ar« 
tide ; and that no State, without its con&nt, (hall be d^rivi^ 
of its e^ual fnlfra^ in Uie Senate. 

^ ARTICLE VI. 

I. All debts contracted, and engagements entered into, befort 
the adoption of this Conftitution, (hall be as valid agatnft the 
United States, under this Conft^tution, as under the Confeder- 
ittion. 

II. This Conilitution, and the laws of the United States 
which (hall be made in purfuance thereof, and all treaties made, 
cr which (hall be made, under the authority of the UnitedStates, 
fhall be the fupreme law of the land, and the Judges, in every 
State, fhall be bound thereby, any thing in the conitittttion or 

l»w» of v^j Sut« to Ui« Cf ntrjM7 notwithftwadlng. 
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III. The Senators and Reprefentatives before-mentioijied, and 
the Members of the feveral State Legiflatures, and all executive 
and judicial OiEcers, both of the United States and of the fe 
veral States, fhall be bound, by oath or afiirmation, to fupport 
this Conftitution; but no religious teft ftiall eVer-be requirecl as 
a qualification to any office or. public trull under the United 
States. * ' • 






ARTICLE VII. 
The ratification of the Conventions of nine States fliall be 
fufficient for the eftablilhment of this Conftitution between the 
States fo ratifying the fame. 

Done in Convention, by the unanimous .conCent of the States 
prefent, the 17th day of September,. in the year of our 
Lord 1787, and of the Independence' of the United States 
of America the i2fh. — ■ In witnefs whereof, we Wave here- 
unto fubfcri bed our names. 

GEO. WASHINGTON, Prefidenu 

and Dtlegate from Virginia. 



NevsSampJbire, 
John Langdon, 
Kich. Gill man. 

Maffacbufetts. 
Nath. Gorham, 
Rufus King. 

Connt^icut, 
Wm. S. Johnfon, 
Roger Sherman. 

Nevj'Tork, 
Alexander Hamilton. 

Nem-Jerfey. 
Wm. Livingfton, 
David Brearly, 
Wm. Patterfon, 
'Jon. Dayton. 

Pennfylvqnia, 
Benj. Franklin, 



Tho. Mifflin, 
Robert Morris, 
George Clymer, 
Tho. Fitziimons, 
Jared IngerfoU, 
James Wilfon, 
Gouv. Morris. 

JDelaiJoare. 
George Read, 
Gun. Bedford, jim. 
John Dickinibny 
Rich.^affet, 
Jacob Broom. 

Maryland. 
James M* Henry, 
Daniel Carrol, 
DanieJJof St.Thomas 

Jenifer. 



Virginia, 
John Blair, 
james Madifon, jun. 

Ndrtb-Ccfrolina. 
Wm.' Blount^ 
Rich. D. Spaight, 
Hugh WUliarafon. 

Soutb'Caroltna^ 
John Rutledge, 
Cha. C. Pinckney, 
Charles Pinckncy, 
Pierce Butler. 

Georgia. 
William Few, 
Abm.Baldwin. ' 



Atteft, 



Wm. JACKSON, Sec. 
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AMENDMENTS. 

The following ARTICLES^ in Addition tOj and Amend- , 
ment of\ the Ccmsitution of the United States, hav- 
ing been ratified by the Legislatures of nine States^ are 
equally obligatory with the Constitution itself. 

I./^ONGRESS.fliaUinakeno law refpeaing an eftablifhment 
v^ of Religion, or prohibiting the free exercife thereof, or 
abridging the freedom of Speech, or of the Prefs ; or the right 
of the People peaceably to aflemble, and to petition the Govern- 
ment for a redbrefs of grievances. 

II. A well regulated Militia being neceffary for the fecurity 
of a free State, the right of the People to keep and bear arms 
ihall not be infringed. 

III. No foldier (hall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
houfe without the confent of the owner ; nor in time of war, 
but in a manner to be prefcribed by law. 

IV. The right of the People to be fecure in their perfons, 
houfes, papers, and effefts againft unreafonable fearches and 
feizures, ihall not be violated ; and no warrants (hall iffue, but 
upon probable caufe, fupported by oath or affirmation, and par- 
ticularly defcribing the place to be fearched, and the perfons or 
things to be feized. 

V. No perfon (hall be held to anfwer for a capital or other- 
wife infamous crime, unlefs on a prefentment or indidhnent of 
a grand jury, except in cafes ariiing in the land or naval Forces, 
or in the Militia when in adlual fervice, in time of war, or pub- 
lic danger; nor (hall any perfon be fubjeil, for the fame offence, 
to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor (hall be com- 
pelled, in any criminal cafe, to be witnefs againft himfelf ; nor 
be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due procefs of 
law ; nor (hall private property be taken for public ufe, without 
juft compenfation. 

VI. In all criminal profecutions, the accufed (hall enjoy the 
right to a fpeedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the 
State and Dillrift wherein the crime (hall have been committed, 
(which diftrift (hall have been previoufly afcertained by law), 
and to be informed of the nature and caufe of the accufation ; 
to be confronted with the witneffes againft him; tohavecom- 
pulfory procefs for obtaining witneffes in his favour; and to 
have the affiftance of counfel for his defence. 

In 
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VII. In fuits at common Uw^ vbere the value in controverly- 
(hall exceed 20 dollars, the right of trial hy jury (hall be pre- 
ferved; and no fad tried by a jury, (ball be otherwife re-ex- 
amined, in any Court of the United States^ than accordixig to 
the rules of the common law. 

VIII. £:|Geffive bail fhall not be required, nor ezccflive fines 
impofed, nor cruel and unufual puniihments inflided^ 

IX. The enumeration in the Conftitution, of ceruin Rights* 
ihall not be conftmed to deny or difparage others retained by the 
People. 

X. The powers, not delegated to the United States by the 
Conhittttlon, nor. prohibited by it to the States, are referved to 
the States refpeftiveiy, or to the People. 

XL The Judicial Power of the United States {hall not be e(m«> 
ftrued to extend to any fuit in Law or Equity, commenced or 
|)ro(b&uted againil one of the United States by Citizens of ano- 
ther State* or by citUcas or fubje^ of any foieiga S€»te* 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE- 

The Constitution o^New-HampsHire, a« altered and 
amended by a Ccnvvention of Delegates held at Concord 
in iaid State, by Adjournment^ on the 2d Wednesday of 
February 1792. 

PART. I. 

^ BILL OP RIGHTS. 

Art. I. A LL Men a!«e bom equally free tmd inde- 
l\ pendent: Therefore, all Government, of 
right, originates from the People, is founded in consent, 
and instituted for the general good. 

II. All men have certain natural, essential, and in- 
herent rights— -among which are, the enjoying and de- 
fending life and liberty ; acquiring, possessing, and pro- 
tecting property ; and, in a word, of seeking and ob- 
taining happiness. 

in. When men enter into a state of society, they 
surrender up some oftheir natural rights to that society, 
in order to ensure the protection of others ; and, without 
such ajQ equivalent, the surrender is void. 

IV. Among the natural rights, «ome are, in their very 
nature, unalienable, because no equivalent can be given 
or received for them. Of this kind are the Rights of 
C(m»dcnce» 

B Every 



4 NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

of government are their sub.stitutes and agents, amd aUt 
all times accountable to them. 

IX. No office or place whatsoever, in government, 
shall be hereditary-r-the abilities and integrity requisite 
in all, not being transmissible to posterity or relations. 
* X. Governmfjnt being instituted for the common 
benefit) protection, and security of the whole commu- 
nity, and not for the private interest or emolument of 
imy one man, family, or class of me.n ; therefore, when- 
ever the ends of government are perverted, and public 
liberty manifestly endangered, and all otlxer means of 
redress are ineffectual, the people may and of right 
ought to reform the old, or establish a new govern- 
ment. The doctrine of non-resistance against arbitrary 
power, and oppression, is absurd, slavish, and destruc- 
tive of the good and happiness of mankind 

XI. All elections ought to be free, and every inhab^ 
itant of the State, having the proper qualifications, has 
equal right to elect, and be elected, into oBice. 

XII. Every member of the community has a right to 
be protected by it, in the enjoyment of hia life, liberty 
and property ; he is therefore bound to contribute his 
share in the expense of such protection, and to yield 
his personal service when necessary, or an equivalent. 
But no part of a man's property shall be taken from him, 
or applied to public uses, without his own consent, or 
that of the representative body of the people. Nor are 
the inhabitants of this State controlable by any other 
laws than tho^e to which they, or their representative 
body, have given their consent. 

XIII. No person who is. conscientiously scrupulous 
about the lawfulness of bearing arms, shall be compel- 
led thereto, provided he tt^ill pay an equivalent. 

XIV. Every subject ®f this State is entitled to a cer- 
tain remedy, by having recourse to the laws, for ail in- 
juries he may receive in his person, property or charac- 
ter ; to pbtain right and justice freely, without being 
obliged to, purchase it ; completely, and without any de- 
nial ; promptly, xtnd without delay ;. confonnable to the 
laws. 

XV. No auiyect ishall be held to ac^swer &r any crime,t: 

or 
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or oflfenccj until the same is fully and plainly, substan- 
tially and fbrmally, described to him : or be compelled 
to accuse or furnish evidence against himself. And 
every subject shall have a right to produce all proofs that 
may be favourable to himself; to meet the ^vitnesses 
against him, face to face ; and to be fully ht>ard in his 
defence, by himself, and counsel. And no subject Khali 
be jfrrested, imprisoned, despoiled, or deprived of bis 
property, immunities, or privileges, put out of the pro- 
tection of the law, exiled or deprived of his life, liber- 
ty, or estate, but by the judgment of his peers, or the 
law of the land. 

XVI. No snbject shall be liable to be tried, after ah 
acquittal, for the same crime or oRience. Nor shall the 
Legislature make any law that shall subject any person 
to a capital punishment, (excepting for the government 
of the army and navy, and the militia in actual service) 
withont trial by Jury. 

XVII. In criminal prosecutions, the trial of facts, in 
the vicinity where they happen, is so essential to the se- 
curity of the life, liberty, and estate, of the citizens, 
that no crime or offence ought to be tried in any other 
county than that in which it is committed ; except in 
cases of general insurrection in any particular county, 
when it shall appear to the Judges of the Superior 
Court, that an impartial trial cannot be had in the coun- 
ty where the offence may be committed, and upon their 
report, the Legislature shall think proper to direct the 
tibial in the nearest county in which an impartial trial 
can be obtained. 

XV HI. Air penalties ought to be proportioned to the 
nature of the ofFeiice. No wise Legislature will affix 
the same punishment to the crimes of theft, forgery, 
j'.nd the like, which they do to those of murder and 
treason : Where the same undistinguishing severity is 
exerted against all offences, the people are led to ibrget 
*the real distinction in the crimes themselves, and to 
commit the most flagrant with as little compunction as 
they do the lightest offences: F©r the same reason a 
multitude of sanguinary laws is both impolitic and un- 
just. The true design of all punishments being to re- 
ibrm, not to exterminate^ mankind. 
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XIX. Every subject Hath a right to be secure from, 
all unreasonable searches and seizures of his p^rson^ 
his houses, his papers, and all his possessions. There- 
fore, all v/arrants to search suspected places, or airest 
a person for examination or trial, in prosecutions for 
criminal matters, are contrary to this right, if the cause 
or foundation of them be not previously supported by oath 
or aflirmation ; and if the order in a warrant to a civil ofti- 
cer, to make search in suspected places, or to arrest one 
or more suspected persons, or to seize their property, 
be not accompanied with a special designation of the 
person or objects of search, arrest, or seizure ; and no 
wan^ant ought to be issued, but in cases, and with the 
formalities, prescribed by law. 

XX. In all controversies concerning property, and iix 
all suits between two or more persons, excepting ia 
cases wherein it hath been heretofore otherwise used 
and practised, the parties have a right to a trial by Jury ;. 
and this right shall be deemed sacred and. inviolable ; 
but the Legislature may, by the Constitution, be empow- 
ered to make such regulations as will prevent parties 
from Laving as many trials by Jury, in the same suit, 
or action, as hath been heretofore allowed and practised, 
and to extend the civil jurisdiction of Justices of the 
Peace to the trials of suits where the sum demanded in 
damages doth not exceed four pounds, saving the right 
of appeal to either party : But no such regulations shall 
take away the right of a trial by Jury, in any case not 
in this article before excepted, unless in cases respect-^ 
ing mariners' wages. 

XXI. In order to reap the fullest advantage of the in- 
estimable privilege of the trial by Jury, great care ought 
to be taken, that none but qualified persons should be 
appointed to serve ; and such ought to be fully compen- 
sated for their travel, time and attendance. 

XXII. The LIBERTY OF THE PRESS is essen- 
tial to the security of freedom in a State : It ought . 
therefore, to be inviolably preserved. 

XXIII. Retrospective laws are highly injurious, op- 
pressive, and unjust. No such laws, therefore, should 

e made, either for the decision of civil causes, or the 
mishment of offences. 
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XXIV. A well regulated Militia is the proper, natu- 
ral, and sure defence of a State. 

XXV. Standing armies are dangerous toLibcrty, and 
ought not to be raised, or kept upy without the consent 
of the Legislature. 

XXVI. In all cases, and at all times, the military 
ought to be under strict subordination to, and governed 
by, the civil power. 

XXVil. No soldier, in time of peace, shall be quar- 
tered in any house, without tlie consent of the owner ; 
and in time of war, such quarters ought not to be made 
but by the civil magistrate, in a manner ordained by the 
Ijegislature. 

XXVIII. No subsidy, charge, tax, impost, or duty, 
shall be estabiished, fixed, laid or levied, under any pre- 
text whatsoever, without the consent of the people, or' 
their repi^esentatives in the Legislature, or authority de- 
rived from that body. 

XXIX. The power of suspending the laws, or the ex- 
ecution of them, 'ought never to be exercised, but by 
the Legislature, or by authority derived therefrom, to 
be exercised in such particular cases only as the Legis- 
lature shall expressly provide for. 

XXX. The freedom oi deliberation, speech, and de- 
bate, in either House of the Legislature, is so essen- 
tial to the rights of the people, that it cannot be the 
foundation of any action, complaint, or prosecution, in 
any other Court or place whatsoever. 

XXXI. The Legislature shall assemble for the re- 
dress of public grievances, and for making such laws 
as the public good may require. 

XXXII. The people have a right, in an orderly and 
peaceable manner, to assemble and consult upon the 
common good, give instructions to their Representatives, 
^d to request of the Legislative Body, by way of pe- 
tition or remonstrance, redress of the wrongs done 
them, and of the grievances they sufl'er. 

XXXIII. No Magistrate, or Court of Law, shall de- 
mand excessive bail or sureties, impose excessive fmes, 
or intiict cruel or unusual punishments. 

XXX IV. No person can, in any case, be subjected 

to 
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to law martkl, or to any pains or penalties by Tirtue of 
that law, except those eiiiployed in the army or navy^^ 
and except the militia ia actual service, but by authori- 
ty of the Legislature. 

XXXV. it is essential to the pregervatioti of the 
rights of every jntlividual, his life, liberty, property 
and character, tliat there be an impartial intcrpretatioa 
of the laws and administration of justice. It is the 
right of every citizen to be tried by Judges as impartial 
as the lot of humanity will admit. It is therefore not 
pnly the best policy, but ibr the security cf the righta 
pf the people, thi^t the Judges of the Supreme Judicial 
Court should hold their offices so long- as they behave 
•well ; subject, however, to such limitations, on ;a<?count 
of age, as may be provided by the Constitution of the 
«tate ; oxxd that they should have honourable salaries, 
ascertained and established by standing laws. 

XXXVI. Economy being a most essential virtue in 
all States, especially in a young one, no pension shall 
be granted, but in consideration of actual services ; and 
such pensions ought to be graiited with great caution^ 
t>y the Legislature, ftnd never for more thau one y6ar at 
a time. 

XXXVII. In the government of this State, the three 
f^ssential powers thereof, to wit, the Legislative, Ex-^- 
ecutive, ajid Judicial, ought to be kept as sepaxrate from, 
and independent of, each other, as the nature of a fre« 
government will admit, or as is consistent with that 
chain of connection that binds the whole fabric of the 
Constitution in one indissoluble bond of union and cimity. 
, XXXVIII. A frequent recurrence to the fundamen- 
tal principles of the Constitution, wid a constant ad- 
herence to justice, moderation, temperance, industi^y, 
frugality, and all the social virtues, are indispensibly 
necessary to preserve tlie blessings of liberty aiid good 
governmcBt; the people ought, thereibre, to have a 
particular regard to all those principles in the choice of 
their OfRcers smd Repi'esentatives : And they have a 
right to require of their law-givers and magisti'ates,- asa 
exact and constant c^servance of them, in the formation 

md execution of the law$ necessary for the good adouii- 

str^tion of government. 



PART II. 
FORM or G0VER:NTV1ENT- 

THE people mhs^tng the territory formerly calTcd 
the Province of New-Hampshire, do hereby solemnly 
and mutually agree with each other, to form themselves 
into a free, aovereigti, and independent Body-Politic, or 
Stat&> by tlie name of the State of J^env-Jfam/isMre. 

GENERAL COURT. 

The Stqjreme legislative Power, within this State, 
shall be vested in the Senate and House of Represen- 
tativeS) each of which shall have a negative, on the 
othet'. 

The Senate and House shall assemble every year ofl 
the last Wednesday of October, and at such other times 
as they may judge necessary ; and shall dissolve, and 
be dissolved) seven days next preceding the said last 
Wednesday of October ; and shall be stiled THE 
GENERAL COURT OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

The Genci^ Cotut shafi forever have full power and 
authority to erect and eonsdtute Judicatories and Courts 
of Record, or other Courts, to be holden in the name 
of the State, for the hearing, trying, and determining, 
2dl manner of crimes, offences, pleas, processes, plaints, 
ac^ns, causes, matters, and things whatsoever, ansing 
OP happening within this State, or between or concern- 
ing persons inhatoing or residing^ or brought within 
the same, whether the same be criminal or civil, or 
whether the crimes be capital, or not capital, and 
whether the sdd pleas be real, personal, or mixed ; 
2diid foi' the awarding and- issuing execution thereon* 
To whijEh Courts and Judicatories, are hereby given and* 
granted, full power and authority, from time to time, 
to administer oaths or affirmations, for the better dis- 
covery of truth in any matter in, controversy, or depen- 
cKng before thera^ 

And farther, foil power atid anthority are hereby 
^en and granted to the said General Court; fromi time 
to time, to make, ordain and establish, all manner of 
wholesome and reasonable orders^ laws, statutes, ordi- 
nances, direct4on&, and instructions, either with penal- 
ties, Of witiKmt) so as the^SkSM be^ not i«pi%nant or 

B ^ con- 
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contrary to this Constitution, as they may judge fdr the 
benefit and welfare of this State, and for the governing 
and, ordering thereof, and of tiie subjects of the same, for 
the necessary support and defence, of the government 
thereof; and to name and settle annually, or provide 
by fixed laws for the naming and settling, all civil ofiG- 
cers within this State ; such oflficei^s excepted, the elec- 
tion and appointment of whom are hereafter in this 
Ibrm of government otherwise provided for ; and to set 
forth the several duties, powers, and limits, of the 
several civil and military officers of .this State, and the 
forms of such oaths or affirmations as shall be respec- 
tively administered unto th^m,for the execution of their 
several offices and places, so as the same be not repug- 
nant or contrary to this Constitution ; and also to im- 
pose fines, mulcts, imprisonments, and other punish- 
ments; and to impose and levy proportional and rea- 
sonable assessments, rates, and taxes, upon all the in- 
habitants of,, and residents within tlie said State ; and 
upon all estates within the same ; to be issued and 
disposed of by warrant, under the hand of th'erGovera- 
or of this State for the time being, with the advice and 
consent of the Council, for the public service, in the ne- 
cessary defence and support of the government of thi» 
State, and the protection and preservation of the sub- 
jects thereof, according to such acts as ai'e, or shall be, 
in force within the same. 

And while the public charges of government, or any 
part thereof^ shall be assessed on . polls and estates in 
the manner that has heretofpre been practised ; in or- 
der that such assessments may be made with equality > 
there shall be a valuation of the estates within the State 
taken anew once in every five years at least, and as 
jiiuch oftencr as the General Court shall order. 

No member of the General Court shall take fees, be 
of counsel, or act as advocate, in any cause before eitlier 
branch of the Legislature ; and upon due proof there- 
of, such member shall forfeit his seat in the Legisla- 
te ••€. 

The doors of the galleries, of each house of tjxe 
Legislature, shall be kept open to all persons who be-*. 

have 
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hare decently, except when the welfare of the State> in 
the opinion of eitiier branch, shall require stcrtcy. 

SEKATE. 

THE Senate shall consist of thirteen members, who 
shaH hold tiieir office for one year, from the last Wed^ 
n^day of October next ensuing their election. 

And that the State may be equally repi'esented in the 
Senate, the Legislature shall, from time to time, divide 
the State into thirteen districts, as nearly equal as may 
be without dividing towns and unincorporated places ; 
and in making this division, they shall govern them- 
selves by the proportion of public taxes paid by the said 
districts, and timely make known to the inhabitants of 
the State the limits of each district. 

The freeholders and other inhabitants of each dis- 
trictt quaU^ed as in this Constitution is provided, shall 
annually give in their votes for a Senator, at some 
meeting holden in the month ©f March. 

The Senate shall be the first branch of the Legisla- 
ture ; and the Senators shall be chosen in the following 
manner, viz. Every male inhabitant, of each town, and 
parish with town privileges, and places unincorporated, 
in this State, of twenty-one years of age and upwards, ex* 
cepting paupers, and persons excused from paying taxes, 
at their own request, shall have a right, at tiie annual Or 
other meetings of the inhabitants of said towns and 
parishes, to be duly warned and holden annually forever 
in the month of March, to vote in the town or parish 
wherein he dwells, for the Senators in the county or 
district whereof he is a member. /,. • 

Prided nevertheless^ That no person shall be capa- 
ble of being elected a Senator, who is not seized of a 
freehold estate, in his own right, of the value of two 
hundred pounds, lying within this State, who is not of 
the age of thirty years, and who shall not have been an 
inhabitant of this State for seven y^ears immediately 
preceding his election, and at the time thereof he shall 
be an inhabitant of the district for which he shall be 
chosen* 

And every person, qualified as the Constitution pro- 
Y»i^/ shall b^ considered an iiihid>itant for the purpose 

of 
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of electing iind b^ip? elected 'i»to my oflRce Of pliK« 
within this State, in the towi^i parish, a»d ptentntion, 
where he dwelleth and bath his home. 

And the inhaUKant? Qf plantatipn? <L^d placies ijnin- 
corporated, qyaiitied as this Constitution |^Qvid»»> who 
are or shall be require^ tQ as^es taxes upon themiejlv!^ 
tovi^ards the support of govemrnent, or shaJl be taKPcl 
therefor, shall have tlie {same privilege of voting fer 
taenatops in the plantations aJld plapes wbexein they re'- 
side, as the inhabitants qf the F^spectiYc t^yn» an4 
parishes aforesaid have. And the me^ting^ of ^ucb 
plantations and pjaee^ fpr that purpose, shall be beiden 
4iinuaUy in th^ month of March, at §ucb places re* 
spectively therein as the assessor^ thereof shall direct ; 
which assessors shall have ]ikc a\itbc»ity for notifying 
the electors, collecting and returning the vote$t fisi the 
Selectmen and Town-Clerks have in tl^eir several towios 
by this Constitution. 

The meeting? for tbei choioc of Governor^ Cpuncilf 
and ^Senators, shall be warned, by warranty frgm the 
Selectmen, and governed by a Moderator, who ahail* m 
^e presence of the Selectmen, (whose duty it «h»lL he 
to ;ittend) in open meeting, receive the votes of aM the 
^ihabitants of such towns and parishes present, tsA 
qurJilied to vote fpr Senators ; and shall, in said meeV 
ings, in presence of the said Selectmen and f>f the 
Town-Clerk, in said meeting, sort and count the snicl 
totes, and ngake a public declaration thereof,, with the 
name of every person voted for, and the number of votea 
ibr each person : And the Town-Clerk shall mi}fA a 
fair record, of the same at large, in the town-book, a»d 
shall make out a (air attestt^i copy thereof, to be by biju 
sealed up9. and directed to the Secretary of the Sftate> 
with a superscription expressing the p^rport thereof s 
And the said Towu-Clerk shall cause such attested copy 
to be delivered to the Sheriff of the County iu wiiich 
^uch. town or parish shall lie, forty days at leas* before 
the last Wednesday of October; or to the Secretary of 
the State at least thirty days before the last Wednesday 
of October : And the Sheriff of each County, or his de- 
puty, shall deHvecall such C6rtificii:&e& by i^im. received^ 

into 
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it^te thf Secretary > of&ce, at least thirty days before the 
1^5t Wednesday o£ Oqtober, 

And that th€re may be a due meeting; of Senators on 
th« la&t Wwip«fiday of October annually, the Governor, 
and a majority of the Council for the time being, sjialj, 
as 300Q a& may be^ exaniine the retui^ned copies of 
such record^) and fourteen . days before the said last 
M^ednesday of October, he shall issue his summons to 
9uch person^ as appear to be chosen Senatoib by a ma- 
jority qf votes, to attend and tafce their seats on that day. 

Provide^ newttihele^n^ That for the first year the said 
returaed copies shfill be exanun^d by tlie President, and 
a majority of the Council then in othce': and the said 
Pres^^nt shall, in like manner, notify the persons elect- 
edi to attend and take their seats, accordingly, 

Apd in, ease there shall not appear to be a Senator 
deated l^y ^ majority of votes for any district, the de- 
ReieiH^y shall be supplied in the following manner, viz. 
.The ineslliberB of the House of Representatives, and 
^su^h ^nators ai^ sha}l be declared elected, shall take 
thei Jsamis^ of the two persons having the highest num- 
l^r of votes in the district, aivi out of them shall elect, 
by joint baJiot, the Senator wanted for such district ; and 
in. this mannQF all such vacancies shall be iilled up, in 
cveiry district of the State ; and in like manner all va- 
casicie^ ia th^ Senate, arising by death, removal out of 
the &tatfi,. oir otherwise, shall be supplied* as bOon as 
may be after such vacancies happen. 

The S«sate shall be tinal judges of the elections^ re- 
ixxx9»% and qualilications, of. their own rnembcrs, as 
peu|tie[d out ifi. this Constitution. 

Th« Senate shall have power to adjourn theniselves, 
provided saich sidjournment do not exceed two days at ^ 
time. 

' FtQVide^ nrv€r(hfiles8j That whenever they shall ait 
cm the trial of an^ impeachment, they may adjourn to 
9wk tiQie and place as they may think proper, although, 
the I^egi^tur?. be not assembled q]> such day, or at 
s\ich|^e* 
, The, Si^ate shall appoint the President, and other 
fiSiOersy vimd determine their own rules of proceedings ; 

And 
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And not less than seven members of the Senate shaB 
>shall make a quorum for doing business ; and when less 
than eight Senators shall be present, the assent of five, 
at least, shall be necessary, to render their acts and pro- 
ceedings valid. 

The Senate shall be a Court, with full power and au- 
thority to hear, try, and determine, all impeachments 
made by the House of Representatives against any offi- 
cer or officers of the State, for bribery, corruption, mal- 
practice, or maJ-administration, in office ; with full pow-' 
er to issue summons, or compulsory process, for con- 
vening witnesses before them, with all necessary pow- 
era incident to a Court of Trials : But previous to the 
trial of any such impeachment, the members of the Senate 
shall respectively be sworn truly and impartially to try 
and determine the charge in question, according to evi-* 
dence. And every officer, impeached- for bribery, cor- 
niption, mal-practice, or mal-administration, in office^ 
shall be served with an attested copy of the impeach- 
ment, and order of Senate thereon, with such citation as 
the Senate may direct, setting forth the time and place 
of their sitting to try the impeachment ; which service 
shall be made by the Sheriff, or such other sworn offi- 
cer as the Senate may appoint, at least fourteen days 
previous to tlie time of trial; and such citation being 
duly served and returned, the Senate may proceed in 
hearing of the impeachment, giving the person im- 
peached, if he shall appear, full liberty- of producing 
witnesses and proofs, and of making his defence, by 
himself and counsel ; and may also, upon «his refusing ' 
or neglecting to appear, hear the proofs in support of ^ 
the impeachment, and render judgment thereon, his 
non-appearance notwithstanding ; and such judgpnent 
shall have the same force and eiiect as if the person im- 
peached had appeared and pleaded in the trial. Their 
judgment, however, shall not extend further than re- 
moval from office, disqualitication to hold or enjoy any - 
place of honour, trust or profit, under this State ; but ' 
the party so convicted, shall nevertheless be liable to 
indictment, trial, judgmeniy and punishment^ accordiB^ 
U} the laws of the londt 

When- 
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Whenever the Governor shall be impeached, the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court shall, during 
the trial, preside in the Senate, but have no vote therein. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

THERE shall be, in the Legislature of this State, a 
Representation of the People, annually elected, and 
founded upon principles of equality : And, in order that 
such representation may be as equal as circumstances 
will admit, every town, parish, or place entitled to town 
privileges, having one hundred and fifty rateable male 
polls, of tw6nty-<Mie yeais of ^e, and upwards, may 
elect one Representative : if four hundred and fifty 
rateable polls, may elect two Representatives ; and so 
proceeding, in that proportion, making three hundi*ed 
such rateable polls the mean increasing number^ for 
every additional Representative. 

Such towns, parishes or places, as have less than one 
hundred and fifty rateable polls, shall be classed by the 
General Assembly, for the purpose of choosing a Re- 
presentative, and seasonably notified thereof. And in 
every class, formed for the above mentioned purpose, 
the first annual meeting shall be held in the town, parish, 
or place, wherein most of the rateable polls reside, and 
afterwards i^ that which has the next highest number ; and . 
so on axmually, by rotation, through the several towns, 
parishes or places, forming the district. 

Whenever any town, parish or place, entitled to 
town privileges, as aforesaid, shall not have one hun- 
dred and fifty rateable polls, and be so situated as to 
render the classing thereof with any other town, parish, 
or place, very inconvejiient, the General Assembly may, 
upon appHcation of a majority of the voters in such town, 
parish, or place, issue a writ for their electing and send- 
ing a Representative to the General Court. 

The Members of the House of Representatives shall 
be chosen annually, jn the month of March, and shall 
be the second branch of the Legislature* 

All persons, qualified to vote in the election of Sena- 
tors, 'Shadl be entitled to vote within the district "where 
they dwell, in the choice of Representatives. Every 

meikiber of the House of Representatives shall be cho- 
sen , 
A 
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sen by ballot ; and for two year^ at U:^t, next p9e«ce^ng 
his election] shall have been an inhe^itant of this State » 
shall have ^n estate within the district which he may be 
chosen to represent, of the value oi one hundred pounds, 
one half of which to be a freehold, whereof he is Seiz- 
ed in his own light : shall be, at the tinae of his elec- 
tion, an inhabitant of the distiict which he may be cho- 
sen to represent ; and shall ceiase to represent such dis- 
trict immediately on his ceasing to be qualified as afore- 
said. 

The members of both Hou^s of the Legislature shall 
be compensated foi' their services out of the treasuiry 
of the State, by a law made for that puipose ; such 
members attending seasoi>ably, aiid not departing with- 
out licence. All intermediate vacancies in the House 
of Representatives^ may be filled up, irom time to time» 
in the same nuinner as annual elections are made* 

The House of RepreseiitativeSv shall be the Grand In* 
quest of the State j and all impeachments made by 
them, shall be heard and tried by the Senate. 

All money-bills shall originate in the House of Re- 
preaeutatives ; but the Senate may propose, or concur 
with amendments, as on other bills. 

The House of Representatives shall hav-e power to 
adjourn themselves,, but no loiiger than two days at a 
time. 

A majority of the members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall be a quorum for doing business : But 
when less than two-thivds ol* the Representatives elected 
shall be present, the assent of two-thirds of those mem- 
bers shall be necessary to render their sjLcts and proceed- 
ings valid. 

No member of the House of Representatives^ or Sea- 
ate, shall be arrested, or held to \»aih on mean pix>cesS| 
during his going to, returning from^ oiraj^endance upon, 
the Court. 

The House of Representatives shall choose tbdr owit 
Speaker, appoint their own ofHcers, and settle thfi rules 
of proceedings in their own House ; f^d shall be judge 
of the returns, elections^ xmd qualifications of its mem- 
bcts, as pointed qvU; ia ^^ CQi:^JittitiQ& They sJxaJi 

have 
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haV45 «iUiotity to pttni9fx> by imprisoiimcnt, every per- 
son who shall be guilty of di^espect to the House, in 
its {rtesence, by any disorderly an4 contemptuous be- 
haviour, or by threatening, or ill-treating, any of its 
members, or by obstructing its deliberations; every 
person guilty ©f a breach of ks privileges, in making 
arrests for debt, or assaulting any member during his 
attendance at any session ; in assaulting or disturbing 
any one of its officers in the executiito of any order or 
procedure of the House ; in assaulting any witness, or 
other person ordered to attend, by ^wl during his at- 
tendance of the House, or in rescuing any person ar- 
rested by order of the Hou^e, Jknowing them to be such. 
The Senate, Oovernor and Council, shall have the same 
powers in like cases : provided that no imprisonment by 
either, for any oi^ence^ exceed ten days* 

The journal3 ^f the proceedings, and all the public 
acts of both Houses of the Legislature, shall be printed 
and punished immediately after every adjournment or 
prorogation ; and upon motion made by any one mem- 
ber, the yeas and oays, upon any question, sh^fll be en- 
tered in the journals ; And any member of the Senate, 
or House of Representatives, shall have a right, on mo- 
tion msL^e at the time £6r that purpose, to have his 
protest, or dissent, with the reasons against any vote, 
resolve, or bill passed, entered on the journals. 

EXECUTIVE POWER. 
GOVERNOR. 
THE Governor shall be chosen annually, in the 
month of March ; and the votes for Governor shall be 
received, sorted, counted, certified, and returned, in the 
same manner as the votes for Senators ; and the Secre- 
tary shall lay the same before the Senate and House of 
Representatives, on the last Wednesday of October, 
to be by tliem examined ; and in case of an election by 
a majority of votes through the State, the clioice shall 
be by them declared and published. 

And the qualifications of electors of the Governor 
shall be the same ^s those for Senators ; and if no per- 
son shall have a majority of votes, the Senate and 
HotSae 9f.Repre&entativef> shall, by joint ballot, elect one 

of 
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of the two persons having the highest number of rbtes, 
who shall be declared Governor. 

And no person shall be eligible to this office, unless, 
at the time of his election, he shall have been an inhab-r 
itant of this State for seven years next preceding, and 
unless he shall be of the age of thirty years, and unless 
he shall, at the same time, have an estate of the value 
of five hundred pounds, one half of which shall con- 
sist of a freehold, in his own right, within this State. 

In cases of disagreement between the two Houses, 
with regard to the time or place of adjournment or pro- 
rogation, the Governor -with the advice of Council, shall 
have a right to adjourn or prorogue the .teneral Court, 
not exceeding seven months at any one time, as he may 
determine the public good may require, to meet at the 
pikce where the General Court shall be at that time sit- 
ting ; and he shall dissolve the same seven days before 
the said last Wednesday of Octpben 

And, in case of any infectious distemper prevailing^ 
in the place where the said Court at any time is to con- 
vene, or* any otller cause, whereby dangers may arise 
to the health or lives of the members froni their attend- 
ance, the Governor may direct the session to be holden 
at some other the most convenient place within the 
State. ' . . 

Every bill which shall have passed both Houses of 
the General Couii:, shall, before it become a law, be 
presented to the Governor ; if he approve, he shall sign 
it, but if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to 
that House in which it shall have originated, who shall 
enter the objections at large on their journal, and pro- 
ceed to consider it ; if, after such reconsideration, two- 
thirds of that House shall agree to pass the bill, it shall 
be sent, together with such objections, to the other 
House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and 
if approved by two-thirds of that House, it shrill become 
a law. But in all such cases the votes of both Houses 
shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names 
of the persons voting, for or against the bill, shall be 
entered on the journal of each House respectively- If 
any bill shall not be returned by the Governor, within 

five 



NEAV-HAMPSHIRE. 19 

five days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been 
pi^sented to him, the same shall be a law, in like man- 
ner as if he had signed it, unless the Legislature, by 
their adjournment, prevent its return, in which case it 
shall not be a law. 

Every resolve shall be presented to the Governor, and, 
before the same shall take effect, shall be approved by 
him, or beiRg disapproved by him, shall be repassed by 
the Senate and House of Representatives, according to 
the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill. 

All judicial officers, the Attorney-General, Solicitors^ 
all Sheriffs, Coroners, Registers of Probate, and all 
officers o£ the navy^ and general and field officers of the 
militia, shall be nominated and appointed by the Gov- 
ernor and Council 4 and every such nomination shall be 
made at least three days prior to such appointment ; 
and no appointment shall take place, unless a majority 
of the Council agree thereto. The Governor and Coun- 
cil shall have -a negative on each other, both in the nomi- 
nations and appointments. Every nomination and ap- 
pointment shall be signed by the Governor and Coun- 
cil, and every negative shall be also signed by the Go- 
vernor or Council who made the same^ 

The captains and subalterns, in the respective regi- 
ments, shall be nominated by the field officers, and if 
approved by the Governor, shall be appointed by him. 

Whenever the chair of the Governor shall become 
vacant, by reason of his death, absence from the State, 
or otherwise, the President of the Senate, shajl, during 
such vacancy, have and exercise all the powers and au- 
thorities which, by this Constitution, the Governor is 
vested with, when personally present ; but when the 
President of the Senate shall exercise the offxe of Go- 
vernor, he shall not hold his office in the Senate. 

The Governor, with advice of Council, shall have full 
power and authority, in the recess of the General Court, 
to prorogue the same from' time to time, not exceeding 
seven months, in any one recess of said Court ; and 
during the session of said Court, to adjourn or prorogue 
it to any time the two Houses may desire, and to call, 
it together sooner than the time to which it may be ad- 

jou^^- 
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joumed, or prorogued, if the welfare of the Se^te 
should require the same. 

The Governor of the State for the time being shall be 
commander in chief of the army Mid navy, and aH the 
military forces of this State, by sea and land ; and shall 
have full power by himself, or by any chief commander, 
or other oiBcer, or officers, from time to time, to train, 
instruct, exercise and govern the militia and navy ; and 
for the special defence and safety of this State, to as- 
semble in martial aiTay, and put In warlike posture, die 
inhabitants thereof^ and to lead and conduct them, and 
with them to encounter, expulse, repel, resist and per- 
sue by force of arms, as well by sea as by land, within 
and without the limits of this State ; and also to kill, 
slay, destroy, if necessary, and conquer by ail fitting 
ways, enterprize and means, all and every such person 
and pei^Bons as shall, at any time hereafter, in a hostile 
manner, attempt or enterprize the destruction^ invasion, 
detriment or iomoyancc of this State'; vnd to use and 
exercise over the army and navy, and over the militia 
in actual service, the law martial in time of war, inva- 
sion, and als<> in rebellion, declared by the Legislature 
to exist, as occasion nhsM necessarily require* And 
surprize by all ways and means whatsoever, aH and eve- 
ry such person or persons, with their skips, arms, am- 
munition, and other goods, as shall in a hostile manner 
invade or attempt the invading, ccmquering or annoying 
this State : And in tine, the Governor hereby is entrust - 
ed with ail other powers incident to the oiiice of Cap- 
tain-General and Commander in Chief and Admii-dl, to 
be exercised agreeably to the rules and wgirfations of 
the Constitution, and the laws of the land : Provided, 
that the Governor shall not, at any time hereafter, by 
virtue of any power by this Constitution granted, or 
hereafter to be granted to him by the Legislature, trans- 
port any of the inhabitants of this State, or oblige them 
to march out of the limits of the same, without their free 
and voluntary consent, or the consent of the General 
Court,nor grantcommissionsfor exercising the law-martial 
ill any case, without the advice and consent of the Council. 

The power of paMonihg ofl'ences, except such as per- 
sons 
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sons ms^ be cenvicted ckf bclbre die Senate, by impeach^ 
ment of the House, shall be in the Governor, by and 
' with the adiice of the CoubcII : But no chaiter of par* 
don granted by the Governor, with advice of Council^ 
before coifviction, shall avail the party pleading the 
same, notwithstanding any general or ptiiticular ex- 
pressions contained therein, descriptive of the offence 
or offefiGes intended to be pardoned. 

No officer duly commissioned to command in the 
militia shall be removed from his office, but by the ad- 
dress of both Houses to the Governor, or by fair trial in 
court-martial, pursuant to the laws of the State for the 
time being. 

The commanding officers of the regiments shall ap- 
point their Adjutants, ajwi Quarter-Masters ; the Briga- 
diers, their Brigade-Majors ; the Major-Genei*als, their 
Aids ; the Captains and Subalterns, their non-commis^ 
sioned officers* 

The Governor and Council shall appoint all officers of 
the continental army, whom, by the confederation of the 
United States, it is provided that this State shall ap- 
point ; as also all officers of forts and garrisons* 

The division of the militia into brigades, regiments, 
and companies, made in pursuance of the militia laws now 
in force, shaU be considered as the proper division of the 
militia of this State, until the same shall be altered by 
some futiu'e law. 

No monies shall be issued out the treasury of this 
State, and disposed of, (except such sums as may be 
appropriated for the redemption of bills of credit, or 
Treasurer's notes, or for the payment of interest arising 
thereon) but by waiTant under the hand of the Govern- 
or for the time being, by and vrith the advice and con- 
fseut of the Council for the necessary support and de- 
fence of this State, and for the necessaiy protection and 
pl'eser^'^ation of the inhabitants thei^of, agreeably to the 
acts and resolves of the General Court. 

All public bpai^ds, the Commissary-GenemI, all su- 
perii,itending officei*s of public magazines and stores, be- 
longing to this State, and all commanding officers of 
fort^ and gftirrisozis witUa the same, shall, cwice in evenpi 

three 
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three months, officially and without requisition, and at 
other times when required by the Governor, deliver to 
him an account of all goods, stores, provisions, ammu- 
nition, cannon, with their appendages, and small arms, 
with their accoutrements, and of all otlier public property 
under their care respectively ; distinguishing the quan- 
tity and kind of each, as particularly as may be ; to- 
gether with the condition of such forts and garrisons : 
And the commanding officer shall exhibit to the Govern- 
or, when required by him, true and exact plaifs of such 
forts, and of the land and sea, or harbour or harbours 
adjacent. 

The Governor and Council shall be compensated for 
their services, from time tc^time, by such grants as the 
General Court shall think reasonable. 

Permanent and honourable salaries shall be establish- 
ed by law, for the Justices of the Superior Court* 

COUNCIL. 

THERE shall be annually elected, by ballot, five 
Councillors, for advising the Governor in the executive 
part of government. The freeholders and other in- 
habitants in each county, qualified to vote for Senators, 
shall, some time in the month of March, give in their 
votes for one councillor ; which votes shall be received, 
sorted, counted, certified and returned to the Secretary's 
office, in the same manner as the votes for Senators, to 
be by the Secretary laid before the Senate and House of 
Representatives on the last Wednesday of October. 

And the person having a majority of votes in anj^ 
county, shall be considered as duly elected a Council- 
lor : But if no person shall have a majority of votes in 
any county, the Senate and House of Representatives 
shall take the names of the two persons who have the 
highest number of votes in each county, and not elect- 
ed, and out of those two shall elect, by joint ballot, the 
Councillor wanted for such county. 

Provided nrvertheless^ That no person shall be capa- 
ble of being elected a Councillor, who has not an estate 
of the value of five hundred pounds within this State, 
three hundred pounds of which (or more)« shedl be a 
freehold in his own right ; and who is not thirty years 

of 
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of age ; and who shall not have been an inhabitant of 
thi* State for seven years intimediately preceding his 
election ; and^ at the time of his election, an inliabitant 
of the county in which he is elected* 

The Secretary shall, annually, seventeen days before 
the last Wednesday of October, give notice of the choice 
of the persons elected. 

If any person shall be elected Governor, or member 
of either branch of the Legislature, and shall accept the 
trust ; o»'if amy person, elected a Councilor, shall refuse 
to accept the otiice ; or in case of the death, resignation, 
or removal of any Councillor out of the State ; the Go- 
vernor may issue a precept for the election of a new 
Councillor in that county where such vacancy shall hap- 
pen ; and the choice shall be in the same manner as be- 
fore directed: And the Governor shall have full power 
and authority to convene the Council, from time to time, 
at his discretion : and, with them, or the majority of 
them, may, and shall, from time to time, hold a Coun- 
cil, for ordering and directing the affairs of the State, 
according to the laws of the land. 

The Members of the Council may be impeached by 
the House, and tried by the Senate, for bribery, cor- 
ruption, mal-practice, or mal-administration. 

The resolutions and advice of the Council shall 
be recorded by the Secretary, in a register, and signed 
by all the members present agreeing thereto ; and this 
record may be called for at any time, by either House 
of the Legislature ; and any member of the Council 
may enter his opinion contrary to the resolutions of the 
majority, with the reasons for such opinion. 

The Legislature may, if the public good sh^dl here- 
after require it, divide the state into fave districts, as 
nearly equal as may be, governing themselves by tlie 
number of rateable polls, and proportion of public tax- 
es ; each district to elect a Councillor : And, in case of 
such divison, the manner of tiie choice shall be conform- 
able to the present mode of election in counties. 

And whereas the elections, appointed to be made by 
this Constitution, on the last Wednesday of October an- 
nually> by the two Houses of the Legislature, may not 

be 
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be completed on that day, the said elections inay ft* ad^ 
joumed from day to day, tifittl tiie same may be cmn- 
pleted; And the ordet cf the elections shall b&M fol- 
lows — The vacancies in the Senate, if any, shrfl be first 
filled up : The Governor shall then be elected, piyjfvtded 
there shall be no choice of him by the people : And af- 
terwards, the two Houses shall proceed tb fill up the va- 
cancy, if any, in the Council. 

Secretary, TREAstJiiKR, Commissary*Gen!^al, &c. 

THE Secretary, Treasurer, and Commissary-Gene- 
ral, shall be chosen by joint ba)k)« of tiie Senators and 
Representatives, assembled in one room. 

The records of the Stkte shall be kept in the office of 
the Secretlary, and he shall att^ the Governor and 
Council, the Senate, and Representiatives in person, or 
by Deputy, as they mny require. 

• The Secretary of Ae State shall, at all times^ have a 
Deputy, to be by him appointed ; fop whose conduct in 
oflBce he* shall be respon^ble. And in case of the death, 
removal, or inability, of the Secretary, bis Deputy shall 
exercise all the duties of the ofSce of Secretary of tliis 
State, until another shall be appointed. 

The Secretary, before he enters upon the business of 
his office, shall give bond, with sufficient sureties, in a 
reasonable sum, for the use of the State, for the punc- 
tual performance of his trust. 

County Treasurer, &c. 

THE County Treasurers, and Registers of Deeds, 
^hall be elected by tlie inhabitants of the several towns, 
in the several counties in the State, according to the 
method now practised, and the laws of the State.. 

Provided nevert/nlesa^ The Legislature shall have au- 
thority to alter the manner of certifyilig^ tlie votes> and 
the mode of electing those officers ; > b\it not so as to de- 
prive the people of the right they now haive of electing 
them. - 

And the Legislature, on the application of the mjkjor 
part of the inhabitants of any county, shall have an- 
thority to divide the same into two districts for register- 
ing deeds, if to them it shall appear necessary ; each 

dis- 
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district to elect a Register of Deeds : ^nd before they 
enter upon the business of their offices, shaJI be li 
spectively swora faithfully to discharge the duties U^e^-" 
of, and shal severally give bond, vdth sufficient suS 
m a reasonable sum, for the use of the county, fo^^J 
punctual performance of their respective ti-usts. 

JUDICIARY POWER. 
IT shall be the duty of the General Court to make « 
reform m the Judiciary System, that justice nSy TL 
mmistered m a more cheap and expeditioTni«^; 
than IS now practised, and that no party shaH W^ » 
^^::\^^ --^ '- '>een deteLJedt^lSi^^ 

.tepon?r.e^:^-;d1S^^^ 
of Common Pleas, and General Sessions of O^ PeJ^ 
respectively ; or, if they shall judge it necessa^ fnr »». ' 
public good, to abolish those CouL, or either of ?Lm*' 
and invest such otiier Court.. a« \u *"^'"» 

vath the jurisdictiontid^rr^^^wt^d'S'thrS 
of Common. Pleas, and Courts of General Sesl^c^ 
the Peace, as the General Court t^yXm 7Z ?^ 

Sli^^'^'^''^ ^^^ ^- adiiusSoJo/la:: 

expedienV the power of grafting n^wtrialHr '!T\ 
after judgment, either upon veiict of a JuV deflnr/ 
nonsmt, or complaint, for affirmation of iuKme„r n 
c%n:^^fc tS^ justice has.not b^r 'e^l 
Jh .stSns S3a^on:r:^oTeS-2 C^t 

the rendlUcH, of judgment '"' '"" 

of S SrS"ilr r "5 *• p"p«' "p^ti... 
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be established 'specially for that purpose : Provided no 
power shall be granted to any such Courts, incompati- 
ble with the Bill of Rights and Constitution. And the 
powers of said Courts shall be limited and defined by- 
express laws : And no suit in equity shall be sus- 
tained where clear and adequate remedy may be had at^ 
law. 

The General Court are empowered to give to Justices 
of the Peace jurisdiction in civil causes, when tlie dama- 
ges demanded shall not exceed four fiounda^ and title oF 
real state is not concerned ; but with right of appeal, to 
cither party, to some other Court, so that a trial by Jury- 
in the last resort may be had. . 

No person shall hold the office of Judge of any Court, 
or Judge of Probate, or Sheriff of any county, after he 
has attained the age of seventy years. 

No Judge of any Courts or Justice of the Peace, shall 
act as Attorney, or be of counsel, to any party, or origi- 
nate any civil suit, in matters which shall come or be 
brought before him as Judge, or Justice of the Peace. 

All matters relating to the probate of willsj and grant- 
ing letters of administration, shall be exercised by the 
Judges of Probate, in such manner as the Legislature 
have directed, or may hereafter direct : And tlie Judges 
of Probate shall hold their Courts at such place or 
places, on such fixed days, as the conveniency of the 
people may require, and the Legislature from time to 
time appoint. 

No Judge^ or Register of Probate, shall be of coun- 
sel, act as an advocate, or receive any fees as advocate or 
counsel, in any probate business which is pending, or 
may be brought into any Court of Probate m the county 
of which he is Judge or Register. 

Clerks of Court. 
THE Judges of tlie Courts (those of Probate except- 
ed) shall appoint their respective Clerks, to hold their 
office during pleasure : And no such Clerk shall act as 
an Attorney, or be of counsel, in any cause in the Court 
of which he is Clerk, nor shall he draw any writ origi- 
oating a civil action. 

EN- 
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ENCOURAGEMENT of LITERATURE, 8cc. 

KNOWi-«EDGE and Learning, generally diffused 
through a community, being essential to the preserva- 
tion of a free government ; and spreading the opportu- 
nities .and advantages of education through the vaj'ious 
parts of the country, being highly conducive to promote 
this end ; it shall be the duty of the Legislators and 
Magistrates, in all future periods of this government, to 
cherish the. interest of Literature and the Sciences .and 
ail seminaries and public schools, to encourage private 
and public institutions, rewards and immunities for the 
promotion of agriculture, arts, sciences, commerce, 
trades, manufactures, and natural history of the couutry ; 
to countenance and inculcate the principles of humanity 
and general benevolence, public and private charity, in- 
dustry and economy, honesty and punctuality, sincerity, 
sobriety, and all social affections, and generous senti- 
ments, among the people 

OATH and Subscrifitiona ; Exclusion from Offices ; Com^ 

missiGna ; JVrits ; Confirmation of Laws ; Habeas Cor- 

pus ; the Enacting ^tile; Continuaiue of Officers; Pro-- 

•vision for a future Revision of the Constitution y i3^c. 

ANY person chosen Governor, Councillor, Senator, 

or Representative, militaiy or civil officer, (town officers 

excepted) accepting the trust, shall before he proceeds 

to execute the duties of his office, make and subscribe 

the following Declaration, viz. 

I, A. B. do solemnly sivear^ that I will bear faith and 
true alle^ance to the State of JS/eiv-Ha^nfishire^ and mil 
supfiort the Constituiton thereof. So help me God. 

I, A. B. do solemnly and sincerely swear and affirm^ 
that I will faithfully and impartially discharge and perform 
all the duties incumbent on me as according 

to the best of my abilities, agreeably to the rules and regu^ 
lations of this Constitution^ ami the laws of the State of 
JVcW'Hampshire, So help me God. 

Any person having taken and subscribed the oath of 
allegiance, and the same being filed in the Secretary'^ 
office, he shall not be obliged to take said oath again. 
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Provided ahvays, When any person chosen or Appoint- 
ed as aforesaid, shall be of Uie denomination called 
Quakers, or shall be scrupulous of swearings and shall 
decline taking the said oaths, such shall take and sub- 
scribe them, omitting the word swear and likewise the 
words So helfi me God^ subjoining instead thereof. This 
I do under the pains and penalties of perjury. 

And the oaths or afEnnations shall be taken and sub- 
scribed by tlie Governor, before the President of the 
Senate, in presence of both Houses of the Legislature, 
and by the Senators and Representatives first elected 
under this Constitution, as altered and amended, before 
the President of the State, and a majority of the 
Council then in ofHce, and for ever afterwards before 
the Governor and Council for the time being ; and by- 
all other officers, before such persons, and in such man- 
ner, as the Legislature shall from time to time appoint. 

All commissions shall be in the name of the State 
of New-Hampshire, signed by the Governor, and at- 
tested by the Secretary or his Deputy, and shall have 
the great seal of the State affixed thereto. 

All writs issuing out of the Clerk's office in any of 
the Courts of La^w, shall be in the name of the State of 
New-Hampshire ; shall be under the seal of the Court 
whence they issue, and bear test of the chief, first, or 
senior justice of the Court ; but when such Justice shall 
be interested, then the writ shall bear test of some 
other Justice of the Court, to which the same shall be 
returnable, and be signed by the Clerk of such Court. 

All indictments, presentments, and informations^ shall 
conclude agtdnst the peace and dignity of the State* 

The estate of such persons as may destroy their own 
lives, shall not for that offence be forfeited, but descend 
or ascend in the same manner, as if such persons had 
died in a natural way. Nor shall any article which 
shall accidentally occasion the death of any person, be 
hencefoilh deemed a deodand, or in any wise forfeited 
on account of such misfortune. 

All the laws which have heretofore been adopted, used, 
and approved, in the Province Colony, or State of 
New-Hampshire, and usually practised on in the Courts 

of 
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€ff LaW) shall remain and be in full force, until altered 
and repealed- by the Legislature ; such parts thereof on- 
ly excepted, as are repugnant to tlie rights and liberties 
contained in this Constitution: Provided that nothing 
hei-ein contained when compared with the 23d Article in 
the Bill of Rights, shall be construed to affect the laws 
already made respecting the persons, or estates, of ab- 
sentees« 

The privilege and benefit of the Habeas Corpus shall 
be enjoyed in this State, in the most free, easy, cheap, 
expeditious and ample manner, and shall not be suspend- 
ed by the Legislature, except upon the most urgent and 
pressing occasions, and for a time not exceeding three 
months. 

The enacting stile in making and passing acts, sta- 
tutes, and laws, shall be — Be it enacted fry tlie Senate and 
House of Refireaeniativca in General Court convened. 

No Governor, or Judge of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
shall hold any office or place under the autliioriiy of this 
State, except such as by this Constitution they are ad- 
mitted to hold, saving that the Judges of the said Court 
may hold the offices of Justice of the Peace throughout 
the State ; nor shall they hold any place or office, or 
receive any pensi<Hi or salary, from any other state, go- 
vernment, or power whatever. 

No person shall be capable of exercising, at tl.e 
same time, more than one of the following offices 
within this State, viz. Judge of Probate, SherilT, Re- 
gister of Deeds ; and never more than two offices of 
profit, which may be held by appointment of the Go-» 
vemor, or Governor and Council, or Senate and House 
of Representatives, or Superior or Inferior Courts, mil- 
itary offices, and. offices of Justice of the Peace, ex- 
cepted - 

No person holding the office of Judge of any Court, (ex- 
cept Special Judg;es)Secretary, Treasurer of the State, At- 
torney -Geneml, Commissary -General, military officers 
receiving pay from the Continent orthis^tatc, (excepting 
officei^ofthe militia, occasionally called forth on an emer- 
gency jRegister of Deeds,Sherifi»or oflicers of the customs, 

in- 
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including naval officers, collectors of excise, and stat^ 
and continental taxes, hereafter appointed, and not hav- 
ing settled their accounts with the respective officers 
Tvith whom it is their duty to settle such accounts, mem- 
bers of Congress, or any person holding any office under 
the United States, shall at the same time hold the office 
of Governor, or have a seat in the Senate, or House of 
Representatives, or Council ; but his being chosen and 
appointed to, and accepting the same, shall operate as a 
resignation of liis seat in the Chair, Senate, or House 
of Representatives, or Council : and the place so vaca- 
ted shall be tilled up. No member of the Council shall 
have a Seat in the Senate orPIouse of Representatives. 
No person shdl ever be admitted to hold a seat in 
the Legislature, or any office of trust or importance 
under this government, who, in the due course of law, 
has been convicted of bribery or corruption, in obtain- 
ing an election or appointment. 

.In all cases, where sums of money are mentioned in 
this Constitution, the value thereof shall be computed 
in silver at six shillings and eight pence per ounce. 

To the end that there may be no failure of justice, or 
danger to the State, by the alterations and amendments 
made in the Constitution, the General Court is hereby 
fully authorised and directed to fix the time when the 
alterations and amendments shall take effect, and make 
the necessary arrangements accordingly. 

It shall be the duty of the Selectmen, and assessors, of 
the several towns and places in this State, in wanting 
the first annual meeting for the choice of Senators, al- 
ter the expiration of seven years from the adoption of 
thi^ Constitution, as amended, to insert expressly in the 
warrant, this purpose, among the other* for the 
meeting, to wit, to take the sense of the qualified voters 
on the subject of a revision of the Constitution ; and the 
meeting being warned accordingly, and not otherwise, 
the ^Moderator shall take the sen^e of the qualified voters 
present, as to the necessity of a revision ; and a return of 
the number of votes for and agadnst such necessity, shall 
be made by the Clerk, sealed up, and directed to tlie 

Ge- 
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General Court at their next session ; and if it shall ap- 
pear to the General Court by such return, that the sense 
of the people of the State has been taken, and tliat, 
in the opinion of the majority of the qualitied vo- 
ters in the* State, present and voting at^said meetings, 
there is a necessity for a revision of the Constitution, 
it shall be the duty of the General Court to call a 
Convention for that pulpose, otherwise the General 
Court shall direct the sense of the people to be ta- 
ken, and then proceed in the manner before men- 
tioned. The delegates to be chosen in the same 
manner, and proportioned, as the Representatives to the 
General Court, provided that no alterations shall be 
made in this Constitution, before the same shall be laid 
before the towns and unincorporated places, and approved 
by two-thirds of the qualified voters present and voting 
on the subject. 

And the same method of taking the sense of the peo- 
ple, as to a revision of the Constitution, and calling a 
Convention for that purpose, shall be observed afterwaJd* 
at the expiration of every seven years. 

^ TYiia J^ortn of GGvemment shall be enrolled on parch- 

' ment^ and dcfiosited in the Secretary's office^ and be 

a fiart of the laws of the land; and printed copies 

thereof shall be prefixed to the books containing the 

laws of this State in all future editions thereof, 

JOHN PICKERING, President j P. T, 
Attest^ JOHN CALF, Secretary. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Cmftitution., 6r ' Frame bf Go*vernmtntj tfgretd apon by the 
Dehgatft vf (he People of the State fl/ M A s 5 A C H u s E T TS 
Bay, in Cojvoentianj bfgun and held at Cambridge, on 
the \ft day of September 1779,' and continued by adjourn^ 
nunts to the ^d of M^rch i7ifo. • 

PREAMBLE* 

THE end of the inititution, maintenance, and ad- 
miniitraticn of Government, is tofecurcthe ex« 
iftenceof the body politic, to prorc<5l it, and to furniih 
the individuals who compofe it, with the power ot en- 
joying, in fal'ety and tranquility, their naturar rights, 
and the bleflings of life ; and Whenever thefe great ob*. 
jedts are not obtained, the people have a right to alter 
the government, and to take meafures necefTary for 
their iafidty, profperity, and happinefs. 

The body politic is formed by a voluntary affociation 
of individuals. It is a (bcial compa6>, by which the 
whole people covenants with each citizea, apd each 
citizen wirhthe whole people, that all {liaU be, govern- 
ed by certain laws for the cororooagood- it is.tlie.duty 
cf the people, therefore, in framing, a CDuftitution of 
government, to provide for an equitable inodeof mak* 
lag laws, as wclT as for an impartial interpretation^ 
and a faithful cxejEution of them, that every man may 
at all times find his fecurity in them. 

We, therefore, the People of. Maflachufetts, acknow- 
ledging with graiefui hearts, the goodnefs ot the Great 
Legiilator of the Uiiiverfe, in affording us, in the courfe 
of his providence, an opportunity, deliberatelyand peacc- 
iib!y, withcsut fraud, violence, or lurprifc, of entering 
into an original, explicit,! and folemn compa(!:t with 
<;ach other — and ot forming a new conQitution of ci- 
vil government, for ourfelves and pnllerity ; — and de- 
voutly imploring his dire<5lioa in fo iutereftinga defign, 
do agree upon, ordain, and eftablilh, the** following I>c- 
claration of Rights, and frame of government, as the 
Cucflitution of the Commonwealth ot Maflkchufetts, 



IMfeV^ 



-Ttftf^' 



MASSACHUSETTS. 33 

PART L 

A Declarathn tf Rights tf the Inhabitants of the Com' 
moniueaith 0/ Majfachufettj, 

Art. L All men are born free and equal, and have 
certain nataral^elTential, and unalienable rights ; among 
which may be reckoned the right of enjoying and de- 
fending their lives and liberties ; that of acquiring, pof-i 
feffingf and prote<5liug property ; in fine, that of feek- 
ing and obtaining their fafety and happinefs. 

il. it is the right, as uell as the duty of all men 
in fociety, publicly, and at (iaied feaibns, to worftiip 
the Supreme Being, the GreatCreator and Prcferver of 
the Univerfe. And no fubjc<5l fhali be hurt, molefted, 
or redrained, in his perfon, liberty or eitate, for wor- 
fbipping God in the manner and feafon rooft agreeable 
to the dictates of his own confcience ; or for his religious 
profeilSon or fentiments — provided he doth not diUurb 
the public peace, or obi!ru(^ others in their religious 
tvorfhip. 

Ill « As the happiaefs of the people, and the good or- 
der and prefervation of civil government, eflentialiy 
depend upon piety, religion and morality ; and as thefe 
cannot be generally diifufed through a community, but 
by theinditution of the public worfhip of God, and of 
public inftrudlions in piety, religion, and morality: — 
Therefore, to promote their happinefs, and to fecure 
the good order and prefervation of their government, 
the people of this Commonwealth have a right to inve(t 
their Legiflature with po'A'er to authoriib and require, 
and the Legiflature fliall, from time to time, authorile 
and require the feveral towns, pariflies, precin^51s, and 
other bodies politic, or religious focieties, to make 
fuirable provifion, at their own expence, for the inflitu- 
tion of the public worfliip of God, and for the fupporc 
and maintenance of public Protedant teachers of piety^ 
religion, and morality, in all cafes where fuch provifi- 
on mall not be made voluntarily. 

And the People of this Commonwealth have alfo 
a right to, and do, inveft their Legiflature with autho- 
rity, to enjoin, upor. all the fubje^s, an attendance upon 
the UftruiilioQS of ihcir public teachers, as aforcfaid, 

Cz at 



5 1 MASSACHUSETTS. 

at dated times and f^fons, if there be any, on whofe 
inrtriK^tious they can confcientioufly and convcnicntiy at- 
tend;— 

Provided notwithflanding, iliat the fereral towns, pa- 
riihes, preciut^h, and other bodies politic or religious 
Societies, /hall, at all times, have the exclufive right of 
ele;5ting their public teachers, and of contracting with 
tlicni for their fupportand maintenance. 

And all monies, paid by the lubje^V, to the fuppori 
€Jf public worship, and of the public teachers aforefaid, 
Ihaii, if he require it, be uniformly applied to the fup- 
porc of the public teacher^ or teachers, of his own re- 
ligious fedt or denomination, provided there beany, on 
whofe inflrudtioiis he attends, otherwife it may be paid 
towards the fupport of the teacher, or teachers, of the 
pariHi, or precin<5l, in which the faid monies israifed. 

And every denomination of Chridians, demeaning 
themfelves peaceably, and as good fubje<5l8of the Com- 
monwealth, (ball be equally under the prote^lion of the 
Law ; and no fubordination of any one fedt or denomi- 
nation to another^ {hall ever beeRabliihed by law. 

IV. The People of this Commonwealth have the 
fole and exclufive right of governing themfelves, as a 
free, Ibvereign, and independennt State ; and do, and 
forever hereafter (hall, excrcife and enjoy every power, 
jurifdid^ion, and right, which is not, or may not here- 
after, be by them exprefsly delegated to the United 
States of America in Congrefs allembled* 

V. All power refiding originally in the People, and 
being derived from them — the feveral magiilrates, and 
officers of government, veiled with authority, whether 
legiflative, executive, or judicial, are their fubfUtutes 
and agents, and are, at all times, accountable to them. 

VI. No man, or corporation, or afTociation of men, 
have any other title, to obtain advantages, or particu- 
lar and exclusive privileges, didind^ from thofe of the 
community, than what arifes from the confideration of 
fervices rendered to the public* And this title being, 
in nature, neither hereditary, nor iranfmiflible to chil- 
dren, or defcendants, or relations by blood,— the idea 
of a man born a magiftrate^ law-giver, or* judge, is 
abfurd and unnatural. Go* 
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VII. Governmenc is inilituted for the comnaofl good i 
for tbe precedtion, fafety, .profpcrity, aod happinefs 
of the People s aod not for the profit honour^ or pri- 
vate intereit of any one man, family, or clafsof men.— 
Tberefuie ibe people alone have an inconteitible, una- 
lienable, and iodefeafible right, to iu^lUute government, 
and to reform, alter, or totally change the fame, when 
their protection, fafety, profperiiy and happinefs, re- 
quire it, 

Vm. In order to prevent tfaofe, who are vcfted with 
aothority, from becoming oppreiTors^the peop)e h«^ve a 
right at fuch periods, and in fuch manner, as they iliall 
eUabliih by their frame of government, to caufe .tbeir 
public officers to return to private life ; and to till up 
vacant places, by certain and regular eledtiuns and ap- 
pointments. 

IX. All ele<Elions ought to be free $ and all the inha- 
bitants of this Commonwealth, having fuch qualihca- 
tioas, as they (hall eilablifliby their frame of Govern- 
ment, have an equal right, to eleft officers, and to be 
cledted for public employments. 

X. Each individual of the fociety has a right, to be 
protected by it, in the enjoyment of his life, liberty, 
and property, according to itanding laws. He is oblig* 
ed, conlequently, to contribute his (hare to the expence 
of this protedion ; to give his peribnal iervice, or an 
equivalent, when neceuary* But no part of the pro- 
]^erty of any individual can, with judice, be taken from 
him, or applied to public ufes, without his own confent, 
or that of the reprefentsitive body of the people. Ii| 
£ne, the People of this Commonwealth are not con- 
trollable by any other laws, than thofe t^ which their 
constitutional reprefentative body have given their con* 
Cent. And whenever their public exigencies require 
that the property ot any individual (hould be appropri- 
ated to public ufes, heihall receive a reafonahle com- 
penfation therefor. 

XI. Every fubjedl of the Commonwealth ought to 
find a certain .remedy, by having recourfe to the laws 
€or^ all injuries pr wrongs, which- he may receive, in 
liis perlori, property, or chara«^cr. He ought to ob- 
tain 
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tain right and jufhce freely, and without beiflg oWigtd 
to (jurcijkte k— -complcjtely, and without any deoiai-i-'. 
promptly^ and ivithloM delay*— conformable to the laws* 

Xtl, No rubje6tihalHie held ro anfwer for' any "crime 
orofFence^ until the Umc is fully and plainly, ftibftan- 
tially and forjnallyi dcicrib«d to him} or be compelUd 
to atcufe, or fnrnifli evidence againCt himlelf. And eve* 
ry fubje^ft fhaW haive aright to produce all proofs that 
may be favourable to him ; to meet the witaeifes aga>ioJi 
him, face' t6facei aad^tob© fully heai»d in his defetiee, 
by hiftifejf .6r bis coundl, at his elciSlion. And no fob* 
je6i: (ball be arrefiedj imprifoned or defpoiled, or de- 
prived of his property^ immunities, or privileges, put 
out of the pr6te<$tion of the lawy esciled, or deprived 
of his life, liberty or eftate, but by- the jddgme»t of 
his peers, or the law of the laud. 

And' the Legiflature fhall not make any law, that 
fhalHVihjeift any perfon to a capital drinfaindus puniih- 
rotnt, (excepting for the government of the army and 
navy) without triailyy'jury. 

XllL In criminal profecutions, the vetifi<iation of 
fa€ls, in the vicinity where they happen, is One 6f the 
greateft fecuritieS' of the life, liberty and property of 
the Citizen. 

XIV. Every fobjedl has a rightto be fecorefrhm all 
wnreafonablefearchcs, and- feizures, of his perfon, his- 
houies, his papers, and his pofleffions. All warrants, 
therefore^ are contrary to this right, if the caufe or 
foundation tif them be not previoufly fopported by oathr 
oraffirmanon^ and if the order; in a warrant to a 
civil officer, to make feardi- in -all fufpe^ed places, or 
to'afreft one of more fufpe(Eted perfonsj or to feize their 
property, be not accompanied with a fpecial defignation' 
of the perfbns or objedts of fearch, arrefl, or feiznrc. 
An*(it no Avarrartt ought to be iffiied, but in cafes, anrf 
-with the formalities, pfefcribed by the laws. 

XV. In all controverties concerning property, and 
in all fuits between tvvb or more perfons, (except in 
cafes, in which it has heretofore been o'thcrwife ufed 
and pra<ftifed) the parties have a right to a trial by jury^ 
and this method of procedure fhall be held facred % uzh 
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leis^in cacf^t airifing&ir the high ieas\ and fuch as relate 
to inarraer's;wa|^efiv the Legiflature fliall* hereafter tind 
ic oeceflkry to alter it. 

XV I. The Liberty of the Prefs i» eflential to the 
fecuriry of freedom in a Uare ; it ought not, therefarc, 
10 be retrained io this Commoaweaith. 

XVIL The People have a right to keep and to bear 
arms tor the common defence. And as, in time of 
peace, armies are dangerous to Liberty, they ought iVoc 
to be maintained, without the confeot of the Legifla- 
ture ; and' the military power fliall always be held in 
exa6t fubordtnation to the civil authority, and be go- 
verned by it. 

XVlil, A freqomit recurrence to the fundamental 
principles of the Conflitution, and a con(tant adherence 
to tho(e of piety, juUice, moderation, temperance, in- 
duflry, and frugality, are abfolutely neceilary to pre- 
ferve the advantages of liberty, and to maintain a free 
government. The People ought, confequcntly, to have 
a particiilar attention to all thofe principles, in the 
choice of their ofRcers and reprefentatives ; and they 
have! a right to require of their law-givers and ma- 
gif^rates, an eKa<^ and conftanc obfervance of them, 
in the formation and execution of all laws necefTary 
for the good adminiftration of the Commonwealth 

XiX. The People have a right, in an orderly and 
peaceable manner, to ailemble to confult upon the com- 
mon good ; give inilrudlions to their reprefentatives ; 
and to rcqueft of the legiflative body, by the way of 
addrefTes^ petitions or remon 11 ranees, redrefs of the 
\^rongs done them, and of the grievances they fuffer, 

XX. The power of fufpending the laws, or the exe. 
cfition of the laws, ought never to be exercifed, but 
by the Legiflature, or by authority derived from it, to 
b» exerciied in fuch particular cafes only, as the Le» 
grftatdfe fhall exprefsly provide for. 

XXL The freedom of deliberation, fpeech and de- 
bate, in either Houfe of the Legiflature, is fo efFential 
to thd rights of the People, that it cannot be the foun- 
dation of any acculation or profecution> adlioUj or com- 
plaint^ itt any othei^ court or place whatfoever. 

The 
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XXII. The Legiflacore ought frequently to ailetnhlcf 
for the retire ft of grievances^ for cor reeling, Urengtb- 
ening and confirming the laws, and for making ne^v 
laws, as the common good may require* 

XXill. No fubddyr charge^ tax, impod, or duties^ 
ought to be eflabliflied, fixed, laid, or levied, under 
any pretext whatfoever, wii^out the confentof the Peo* 
ple^ or their Reprefentatives in the Legiflature* 

XXIV. Laws, made to punifh for anions, done 
before the existence of fuch laws, and >vhich have not 
been declared crimes by preceding laws, are nnju/t, 
opprefHve, and incondftent with the fundamental prin- 
ciples of a free government. 

XXV. No fubjedl ought, in any cafe, or in anv time, 
to be declared guilty of treafon or felony by the Legifla- 
ture. 

XXVI No Magiftrate, or court of law, ihall de- 
mand exceflive bail or fureties, impole exceflive fioe9> 
or intlidt cruel or unufual punifhments. 

XXVIl, In time of peace no foldier ought to be quar- 
tered in any houfe, without the confent of the owner % 
and in time of war, fuch quarters ought not to be made 
but by the civil magiArate, in a manner ordained by 
the Legiftature. 

XXVill. No perfon can, in any cafe, be fubje<^ed 
to law martial, or to any penalties or pains, by virtue 
of that law, (except thofe employed in the army or na- 
vy, and except the militia, inad^ual iervice) but by au- 
thority of th6 LegiAature. 

XXIX. It iseflential cothe prefervationof the rights 
of every individual, his life, liberty, prbperty, and 
charai^er, that there be au impartial interpretation 
of the laws, and atlminiftration of judke* It is the 
right of every citizen, to be tried~by judges, as free, 
impartial, and independent, as the lot of humanity 
wi!l aJmit, It is, therefore, not only the belt policy, 
but for the lecuriiyof the rights of the people, and of 
every citizen, that the Judges of the Supreme Judicial 
Court ihould hold their offices as lung; as they behave 
themfelves well ; and that they (hould have honourable 
falaries, afcertained and eftablilhed by Itandlflg laws, 

la 
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XXX. la the governmcDt of this Commonwealth y 
the legi dative department fiiall never exercife the exe- 
cutive and judicial powers, or either of them ; the ex> 
ecutive (ball never exercife the legiilative and judicial 
powers, or either of them ; the judicial (ball never 
exercife the legitiative and executive powers, or either 
of them ; to the end it may be a government of Lawa 
and not of Men. 



PART II. 
The FRAME or GOVFRNMENT, 

THE People inhabiting the territory formerly call- 
ed the Province of Maflachufetts Bay, do hereby Ib- 
iemoly and mutually agree with each other, to form 
tbemlelves into a free, fovereign, and Independent Body 
Politic, or State, by the name of, The Cummonwcaltb of 
IMaJfachufetU. 

Chap. I. — ^Sect. I. 
THE LEGISLATIVE POWER. 
THE GENERAL COURT 

Art. I. THE department of legiflation fhall be 
formed by two branches, a Senate and Houfe of Repre- 
ientatives ; each of which ihall have a negative on the 
other. 

The Legiflative body fhall aflemble every year, on 
the lail Wednefday in May, and at fuch other times as 
they (hall jodge neceifary $ and (hall diiTolve and be dif- 
folvedf on the day next preceding the faid lart Wednef- 
day in May, aad ihall be Riled, The General Court ot 
MafTachiifetts. 

11. No bill or refolve of the Senate or Houfe of Rc- 
prefentativcs (hall become a law, and have force as fuch, 
until it (liall have been laid before the Governor for his 
revifal : And if he, upon fuch revifion, approve there- 
of, he fiiaUTignify his approbation by figning the {ame« 
But if he have any objection to the palling of fuch bill 
or refolve, he Ihall return the fame, together with his 
objedtious thereto, in writing, to the Senate or Houfe 
of Reprefentativesio which Ibever the fame ihall have 
originated \ who ihall ehter the objections fet down by 
the Governor^ at large^ on their records, and proceed 

to 
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to reconsider the »aid bill or resolve : But if after such 
reconsideration, two-thirds of the said Senate or House 
of Representatives, shall, notwithstanding the said ob- 
jections, agree to pass the same, it shall, together with 
the objections, be sent to the other branch of the Le- 
gislature, where it shgdl also be reconsidered, and if 
approved by two-thirds of the members present, it shall 
have the force of a law : But in all such cases the votes 
of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays ; 
and the names of the persons voting for or against the 
said bill or resolve, shall be entered upon the public re- 
cords of the Commonwealths 

And in order to prevent unnecessary delays, if any 
bill or resolve shall not be returned by the Governor 
within five d^ys after it shall have been presented, the 
same shall have the force of a law. 

in. The General Court shall forever have full power 
and autliority to erect and constitute judicatories, and 
Courts of record, or otherCourts, to be held in the name 
of the Commonwealth, for the hearing, trying, and de- 
termining of all manner of crimes, oftences, pleas, pro- 
cesses, plaints, actions, matters, causes, and things, 
whatsoever, arising or happening within the Common- 
wealth, or between or concerning persons inhabiting or 
residing, or brought within the same ; whether tlie 
same be criminal or civil, or whether the said crimes 
be capital or not capital, and whether the said pleas be 
real, personal, or mixed ; and for the awarding and 
making out of execution thereupon : — ^to which courts 
and judicatories, are hereby given and granted full pow- 
er and authority, from time to time, to administer oaths 
or affirmations, for the better discovery of truth in any 
matter in controversy or depending before them. 

IV- And further, full power and authority are hereby 
given and granted to the said General Court, from time 
to time, to make, ordain and establish, all manner of 
wholesome, and reasonable orders, laws, statutes, and 
ordinances, directions and instructions, either with pen- 
alties or without, (so as the same be not repugnant or 
contrary to this Constitution) as they shall judge to be 
for the good and welfare of this Commonwealth, and 

for 
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for the government and ordering thereof, and of the 
subjects af the sanie, and for tlie necessary support and 
defence of the. govemtncnt thereof ; and to name and 
settle annually, or provide by, fixed laws, for the naming 
and settling all civil ofticers within the said Common- 
wealth, the election and constitution of whom are not 
hereafter, in this form of government, otherwise pro- 
vided for ; and to set forth the several duties, powers 
and limit;s, of the several civil and military, ofiicers of 
til is Commonwealth, and the. forms of such oaths or 
aftirmations as shall be respectively administered unto 
them for, the execution of their several othces and places, 
so as the- same b& not- repugnant or cpntrary to this 
Constitution ; and to impose and levy proportional and 
reasonable assessments, rates, and taxes, upon all the 
inhabitants of, and persons resident, and estates lying 
within the said Commonwealth ; and also to impose, 
and levy reasonable duties and excises upon any pro- 
duce, goods, wares, merchandises^ and commodities 
whatsoever, broiight into, produced, manufactured, or 
being within the same ; to be issued and disposed of by 
warrant, under the- hand of the Governor of this Com- 
monwealth for the time bping, with the advice aiwl con- 
sent of. the Council, for the public service, in the ne- 
cessary defence and svipport of tl;e Government of the 
said Commonwealth, and the protection ai>4 preserva- 
tion of the subjects thereof, according to such acts as 
lire or shall bft in force within the same. 

And while ttie publifi charges of Government, or any 
part thereof, shall be assessed on polls and estates in 
the manner that has hitherto been practised ; in order 
thataiuch assessments may be made with equality, there 
shall, be ^ valuation of estates within the Commonwealth 
taken anew once in every ten years at the least, and as 
much oftener as the General Court shall order. 



1 » •/ Chap. I.r— Sect. II. 
SENATE. - 
Art. I. There shall be annually elected by the free- 
bowel's and other inhabitants of this Commonwealth, 
qualiii6d^ft5 in this Constitution is provided, forty per- 
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sons to be Councillors and Senators for the year ensu- 
ing their election ; to be chosen by the inhabitants of 
the districts, into which the Comition wealth may from 
time to time be divided by the general court for that 
purpose. And the general court, in assigning the num- 
bers to be elected by the respective districts, shall gov- 
ern themselves by the proportion of the public taxes 
paid by the ssad districts ; and timely make known tp 
the inhabitants of the Commonwealth, the limits of 
"each district, and the number of Councillors and Sena- 
tors to be chosen therein ; provided that the number cf 
such districts shall be never less than thirteen ; and that 
no district be so large as to entitle the same to choose 
more than six Senators. 

And the several counties in this Commonwealth shall, 
until the General Court shall determine it necessary to 
alter the said districts, We districts for choice of Coun- 
sillors and Senators (except that the counties of Duke's 
county and Nantucket shall form one district for that 
purpose) and shall elect the following number for Coun- 
sellors and Senators, viz. 

Suffolk 

Effex 

Middle fex 

Hampfliire 

Plymouth 

Bamltable 

Briftol 

II. The Senate shall be the first branch of the Le- 
gislature ; and the Senators shall be chosen in the fol- 
lowing manner, viz. There shall be a meeting, on the 
first Monday in April, annually^ forever, of the inhabi- 
tants of each town in the several counties of this Com- 
monwealth ; to be called by the Selectmen, and warned 
in due course of law, at least seven days before the first 
Monday in April, for the purpose of electing persons to 
be Senators and Counsellors. And at such meetings, 
every male inhabitant, of twenty-one years of age and 
upwards, having a freehold estate within the Common- 
wealth, of the annual income of three pounds, or any 
estate of the value of sixty pounds, sh^l have a right 
to give in his. vote for the Senators, for the distrijct ot 

which 



fix 


York 


two 


fix 


Duke*8 County 




five 


6c Nantucket 


one 


four 


Worcefter 


five 


three 


Cumberland 


one 


one 


Lincoln 


one 


thi«ee 


Berkihire 


two 
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which he is an inhabitant. And to remove all doubts, 
concerning the word " inhabitant," in this^onstitution, 
every person shall be considered as an inhabitant, (for 
the purpose of electing and being elected into any of- 
fice or place within this State) in that town, district or 
plantation, where he dwelieth or hath his home. 

The Selectmen of the several towns shall preside at 
such meetings impartially ; and shall receive the votes 
of all the inhabitants of such towns, present and qualifi- 
ed to vote for Senator ; and shall sort and count them 
in open town meeting, and in presence of the Town 
Clerk, who shall make a fair record, in presence of the 
Selectmen, and in opien town meeting, of the name of 
every person voted for, and of the number of votes against 
his name ; and a fair copy of this record shall be at- 
tested by the Selectmen and the Town Clerk, and shall 
be sealed up, directed to the Secretary of the Common- 
wealth for the time being, with a superscription, expres- 
sing the purports of the contents thereof, and delivered, 
by the Town Clerk of such town, to the Sheriff of the 
county, in which such town lies, thirty days at least be- 
fore the last Wednesday in May, annually ; or it shall 
be delivered into the Secretary's Office, seventeen days, ' 
at least, before the said last Wednesday in May ; and 
the Sheriff of each connty shall deliver all such certifi- 
cates, by him received, into the Secretaiy's Otfice, se- 
venteen days before the said last Wednesday in May. 

And the inhabitants of plantations unincorporated 
(qualified as this constitution provides) who are or shall 
be empowered and required to assess taxes upon them- 
selves, toward the support of government, shall have 
the same privilege of voting for Counsellors and Sena- 
tors in the plantations where they reside, as town inhab- 
itants have in their respective towns ; and the plantation- 
meetings, for that purpose, shall be held annually on 
tlie same first Monday in April, at such place in tlie 
plantations respectively, as the assessors thereof shall 
direct ; which assessors shall have like authority, for no- 
tifying the electors, collecting and returning the votes, 
as the Selectmen and Town Clerks have in their several 
to\vns, by this Constitution, and all other persons, living 

in 
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in places unincoi'porated (qualified as aforesaid) who 
shsdl be assesised to the support of government by the 
assessors t>f an adjacent town, shall have the privilege 
of giving in their votes for Counsellors and Senators, in 
the town where they shall be assessed, and be notified 
of the place of meeting, by the Selectmen of the town, 
where they shall be assessed for that purpose accord- 
ingly. ^ 

III. And that tliere may be a due convention of Sena- 
tors on the last Wednesday in May annually, the. Go- 
vernor, and five of the Council, for the time being, 
shall, as soon as may be, examine the returned copies of 
such records ; and fourteen days before the said day, he 
shall issue his summons to such persons, as shall appear 
to be chosen by the majority of votes, to attend on that 
day, and take their seats accordingly ; — ^ptovided never- 
theless, that for the first year, the said returned copies 
shall be examined by the President and five of the Coun- 
cil of the former Constitution of Government : and the 
said President shall, in like manner^ issue his summons 
to the persons so elected, that they may take their seats 
as aforesaid. , • < 

IV« The Senate shall be the final judge of the elec- 
tions, returns and qualifications of their own members, 
as pointed out in the Constitiition ; and shall, on the 
said last Wednesday in May, annually, deteraiine and 
declare, who are elected by each district, to be Senators, 
by a majority of votes ; and in case there shall not ap- 
pear to be the fviil number of Senators returned, elected 
by a majority of votes for any district, the deficiency 
shall be supplied in the following manner$ viz. the mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives, and such Sena- 
tors as shall be declared elected, shall take the names of 
such persons as shall be found to have the high- 
est number of votes in such district, and not elected, 
amounting to twice the number of Senators wanting, if 
there be so many voted for ; and out of these shall 
elect, by ballot, a number of Senators, sufficient to till 
up the vacancies in such district ; and in this manner, 
all such vacancies shall b6 filled in every district of the 
Commonwealth : and in like manner, all vacancies in 

tl\e 



MASSACHUSETTS, 45 

the Senate, arising by death, removal out of the state, 
or otT[\erwise, shall be supplied as soon as may be, after 
such vacancies shall happen : — 

V. Provided nevertheless, that no person shall be ca- 
pable of being elected as a Senator, who is not seized in 
his own right, of a freehold within this Commonwealth, 
of the value of three hundred pounds at least, or possessed 
of personal estate to the the value of six hundred pounds 
at least, or of both to the amount of the same sum ; 
and who has not been an inhabitant of this Common- 
"wealth for the space of live years immediately prece- 
ding his election ; and at the time of his election, he shall 
be an inhabitantin the district, for which he shall be chosen. 

VI. The' Senate shall have power to adjourn them- 
selves, provided such adjournments do not exceed two 
days at a time. 

VII. The Senate shall choose its own President, 
apx)oint its own officers, and determine its own rules of 
proceedings. 

VIII. The Senate shall be a Court, with full authori- 
ty, to hear and determine all impeachments, made by 
the House of Representatives, against any officer or 
ofRcere of the Commonwealth, for misconduct and mal- 
administration in their oftices. But previous to the trial 
of every impeachment, the members of the Senate shall 
respectively be sworn, truly and impartially to try and 
determine the charge in question, according to evidence. 
Their judgment, however, shall not extend further, than 
to removal from office, and disqualification to hold or en- 
joy any place of honour, trust or profit, under this 
Commonwealth : but the party so convicted, shall be, 
nevertheless, liable to indictment, trial, judgment, and 
punishment, according to the laws of the land.> 

IX. Not less than sixty members of the Senate, shall 
constitute a quorum for doijig business. 



Chap. I.— Sect. III. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Art. I. THISRE shall be, in the Legislature of this 
Gonimonwealth, a representation of the people, annually- 
elected, and founded upon the the principle of equality. 

And 
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II. And in order to provide for a representation d£ the 
citizens of this Commonwealth, founded on the princi- 
ple of equality, every corporate town, containing one 
hundred and fifty rateable polls, may elect one Repre- 
sentative :— every corporate town, containing three hund- 
red and seventy-five rateable polls^ may elect two Repre- 
sentatives—every corporate town containing six hundred 
rateable polls, may elect three Representatives ;— and 
proceeding in that manner, making two hundred and 
twenty-five rateable polls, the mean increasing number 
for every additional Representative :— 

Provided nevertheless, that each town now incorpora- 
ted, not having one hundred and fifty rateable polls, may 
elect one Representative. But no place- shall hereafter 
be incorporated with the privilege of electing a Repi^e- 
sentative, unless there are, within the same, one hun- 
dred and fifty rateable polls. 

And the House of Representatives shall have power, 
from time to time, to impose fines upon such towns, as 
shall neglect to choose and return members to the same, 
agreeably to this Constitution. 

The expenses of tmvelUng to the General Assembly, 
and returning home, once in every session and no more, 
shall be paid by the government, out of the public trea- 
sury, to every member who shall attend a.s seasonably 
as he can, in the judgment of the House, and does riot 
depart witiiout leave. 

III. Every member of the House of Representatives 
shall be chosen by written votes ; and for one year at 
least, next preceding his election, shall have been an 
inhabitant of, and have been seized, in his own right, 
of a freehold of the value of one hundred pounds, with- 
in th^ town he shall be chosen to represent, or any ra- 
teable est^e, to the value of two hundred pounds.; and 
he shall cea«e to represent the said town, immediately 
on his ceasing to be qualified as aforesaid. 

IV. Every male person (being twenty-one years of 
age, and resident in any particular town in tliis Com- 
monwealth, for the space of one year next preceding) 
haying a freehold estate within the same tovra, of the 
annual income of three pounds, or any estate of the 

Talue 
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value of sixty pounds, shall have a right to vote in the 
choice of a Reprcsentatative, or Representatives, for 
the said town. 

V. The Members of the House of Representatives 
shall be chosen annually, in the month of May, ten 
days, at teaat, before the last Wednesday of that month. 

VI. The Mouse o¥ Representatives shall be the grand 
inquest of this Commonwealth ; and all impeachments, 
made by them, shall be heard and tried by the Senate. 

VII. All money-bills shall originate hi the House of 
Representatives : but the Senate may propose or con- 
cur with amendments, as on other bills. 

VIII. The House of Representatives shall have pow- 
er to adjourn themselves ; provided such adjournment 
shall not exceed two days at a time. 

IX. Not less than sixty Members of the House of 
Representatives, shall constitute a quorum for doing bu- 
siness. 

X. The House of Representatives shall be the judge 
of the returns, elections, and qualifications of its own 
Members, as pointed out in the Constitution ; shall 
choose their own speaker ; appoint their own otBcers, 
smi settle their rules and orders of proceeding in their 
own House. They shall have authority to punish, by 
imprisonment, every person, (not a Member) who shall 
be guilty of disrespect to the House, by any disorderly 
or contemptuous behaviour in its presence ; or who, in 
the town where the General Court is sitting, and dunng 
the time of its sitting, shall threaten harm to the body 
or estate of any of its Members, for any thing said or 
done in the House ; or who shall assault any of them 
therefor ; or who shall assault, or arrest any witness, or 
other person, ordered to attend the House^ in his way 
in going, or returning ; or who shall rescue any person 
arrested by the order of the House. 

And no Member of the House of Representatives 
shall be aifested, or held to bail on mesne process, du- 
ring his going unto, returning from, or his attending 
the General Assembly* 

XI. The Senate shall have the same powers in the 
like cases ^ and the Governor and Council shall have; 

the 
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the same authority to punish in like cases :— provided 
that no imprisonment, on the warrant or order of the 
Governor, Council, Senate, or House of Representatives, 
for either of the above desqribed offences, be for a term 
exceeding thirty daysi ' , 

And the Senate and House of R^pesentatives may 
try^ and determine, all pases Vhe-uC thein rights and pri- 
vileges are concerned, and "whicii, by the Constitutio:^, 
they have authority to try and* detennine, by Commit- 
tees of their own Members, or in such other way as 
they may respectively think best. ... 

Chap, n.— Sec I. 

EXECUTIVE POWER. 

GOVERNOR. 

AnT. I. THERE shall be a Supreme Executive 

Magistrate, who shall be stiled. The Governor of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts ; and whose title 

shall be. His Excellency ^ . 

II. The Governor shall be chosen annually, ; and no 
person shall be eligible to this office, unless, at the time 
of his election, he shall have been an inliabitant of 
this Commonwealth, for seven years next , preceding ; 
and unless he shall, at the same time, be seized, in his 
own right, of a freehold within the Commonwealth, of 
the value of one thousand pounds ; and unless he shall 
declare himself to be of the Christian religion. 

III. Those persons, who bhall be qualified to vote for 
Senators and Representatives, within the severaJ- towns 
of this Commonwealth, shall, at a meeting, to be called 
for that purpose, on the first Monday of April, annually, 
give in their votes for a Governor, to the Selectmen, 
who shall preside at such meetings ; and the Town 
Clerk, in the presence and with the assistance of the 
Selectmen, shall, in open town meeting, sort and count 
the votes, and form a list of the persons voted for, witli 
the number of vote^ for each pci^on, against his name ; 
and shall make a fair record of the same in the town 
books, and a public declaration thereof in the said 
meeting ; and shall, in the presence of the inhabitants, 
seal up copies of the said list, attested by him and the 

Se- 
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Selectmfen, and traasmit the same to the Sheriff of the 
county, thirty days, at least b«fort the last Wedn^Jlw 
an May ; «»dthe SherifT shall transmit the saLfe to Se 
Secreteij^ office, seventeen days at least before the sdd 
last Wettoesday m May ; of the Selectmen may cause 

cre.ary oi the Commonwealth, seventeen days at lea-t 
beiorethe said day,' and the Secretary sh^Y lay tS 
same before the Senate aiid the House of RepSent^ 
t.v^s, on tlie last Wednesday ift May, to be bTth^m 
exaimned ; and in case of ah electiorj by a maiorUyT- 

and make return te the Se^afe **; ""'"''^'•^ot^d for; 
elected, on wWch the sSe .'h^l. ^^ two persons so 

Counsellors of this CommonweS for the t?^^ k' • '^^ 
and the Governor, with the s-^iTf-^ ■■ "*' ^"^S' 
them at feast, sh^lCtod ma^ f^rf ^""^•*"" ^^^ «f 

uflai.. of the Commonwc^thtl JeeK to ,^^*'"g *e 

tutjoo, and the laws of the land. '^ '^°'***'- 

V. The Govenjor, with advi'ceof Council q(,oH u 

the two Houses-" shall S^^^VSS'lftr '™^ 
on the day Aext preceding the lait W„^ 1 J ^^^ **'«^» 
and, in the recess of S.e s^d r„!^''f' ''^^ ^^ay; 
same, from time to time .k^I^."' ^ prorogue the 
any one recess 5 ^IZczUk Z^f"^ "'""*'' ^^y' '"^ 
time to which it mav be adioS"' "^"^^ '^^ "^'^ 
the welfare of the ComVo5weS' ^ .P™ "^^^^f' 'f 
same. And ifi case of any infSS HU. require the 
ng in the place, where tifesS Court sftl^f ^r^'" 
tuue to convene, or any ot^r cauXpel^. where^ 
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by danger raay ari«e to the health <5r Hves. of the Mem- 
bers form their attendance, he may direct the session to 
to be held at some other the most convenient place with- 
in the State. . 

And the Governor shall dissolve the said General 
Court, on the day next preceding the last Wednesday 
in May. 

VI. In cases of disagreement between the two Houses, 
with regard to the necessity, expediency, or time of ad- 
journment, or prorogation, the Governor, with advice 
of the Council, shall have a right to adjourn or pro- 
rogue the General Court, not exceeding ninety days, 
as he shall determine the public good shall require* 

VII. The Governor of this Commonwealth, for the 
time being, shall be the commander in chief of the ar- 
my and navy, and of all the rnilitary forces of the State, 
by sea and land ; and shall have full power, by himself, 
or by any commander, or other officer or officers, fipom 
time to time, to train, instruct, exercise and govern the 
militia and navy ; and for the special defence and safety 
of the Commonwealth, to assemble in mwrtial array, 
and put in warlike postm^e, the inhabitants thereof; 
and to lead and conduct them, and with them to en- 
counter, repel, resist, expel, and pursue, by force of 
arms, as well by sea as by land, within or ^vithout the 
limits of this Commonwealth ; and also to kill, slay, and 
destroy, if necessary, and conquer, by all fitting ways, 
enterprises, and means whatsoever, all and every such 
person or persons, as shall at any time hereafter, in a 
hostile manner, attempt or enterprise the destruction, 
invasion, detriment, or annoyance of this Common- 
wealth ; and to use and exercise over tlie army and na- 
vy, and over the militia in actual service, the law-mar- 
tial, in time of war or invasion, and also in time of re- 
bellion (declared by the Legislature to exist) as occasion 
shall necessarily require ; and to take and surprise, by all 
ways and means whatsoever, all and every such person 
or persons (with their ships, arms, anmiunition, and 
other goods) as shall, in a hostile manner, invade, or 
attempt the invading, conquering, or annoying this 

Com- 
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Commonui^calth : and that the Governor be entrusted 
with all these and other powers, incident to the offices 
of Captain-General, and commander in chief, and Ad- 
miral, to be exercised agreeably to the rules and regu» 
latibns of the Constitution, and the laws of the land, and 
not otherwise- 
Provided, that the said Governor shall not, at any 
time hereafter, by virtue of any power, by this Consti- 
tution granted or hereafter to be granted to him by the 
Legislature, transport any of the inhabitants of this 
Commonwealth, or oblige them to march out of the 
limits of the ' same, vrithout their free and voluntary 
consent, or the consent of the General Court ; except 
so far as may be necessary to march or transport them 
by, land or water, for the defence of such part of the 
state, to which they cannot otherwise conveniently hav^ 
access. 

Vlll. The power of pardoning offences, except 
such persons as may be convicted before the Senate 
by an impeachment of the House, shall be in the Go- 
vernor, by and with the advice of Council ; but no char- 
ter of pardon, granted by the Governor, with advice' 
of the Council, before conviction, shall avail the party 
pleading the same, notwithstanding any general or 
particular expressions contained therein, descriptive of 
the offence or offences intended to be pardoned- 

IX. All judicial officers, the Attorney-General, the 
Solicitor-General, all Sheriffs, Coroners, and Registers 
of Probate, shall be nominated and appointed by the 
Governor, by and with the advice of the Council i and 
every such nomination shall be made by the Governor, 
and made at least seven days prior to such appointment. 

X. The Captains and Subalterns of the militia shall 
be elected by the written votes of the train band and a- 
larm list of their respective companies, of twenty -one 
years of age and upwards. The I'leld oiBcers of re- 
giments shall be elected by the Captains and Subalterns 
of'iheir respective regiments. The Brigadiers shall 
be elected in like manner, by the field oHicers of their 
respective brigades. And such officers, so elected, shall 
be conimiswoned by the Governor, who shall determine 
their rank. The 
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The Legislature slmll> by .standing Jaws, direct the 
time and manner of convening tlie cleetpra, andof csoi- 
lectihg votes, and of certifying to the Governor the offi- 
cers elected. 

The Major-Cenerals shall be appointed by the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives, each haying a, neg- 
ative upon the other ^ and be commissioned by the Go- 
vernor. 

And if the electors of brigadiers, field-officers, cap- 
tains, or subalterns, shall neglect or refuse to make 
stich elections, after being duly notiOed, . according to 
the laws for the time bein|^i then the Governor, "with 
advice of CouncD^ shall appoint suitable persons to fill 
such offices. 

And no officer, duly commissioned to command in 
the militia, shall be reinoved from his offxc, but by 
the address of both Houses to the Governor, or by fair 
trial in court-martial, pursuant to the laws of the Com- 
monwealth for the tingie being. 

The commanding officers of regiments shall appoint 
their adjutants and quarter-masters ; the brigadiers their 
brigade majors ; and the major-generals their aids ; and. 
the Governor shall appoint the adjutant-general. 

The Governor, with advice of Council,, shall appoint 
all officers of the contijiental army, whom (by the con- 
federation ot the United States) it is provided that this 
Conm^on wealth shall appoint, as also all officers of forts 
and garrisons. 

The divisions of militia into brigades, regiments and 
companies, made in pursuance of the militia laws now 
in force, shall be considered as the proper divisions of the 
militia of this Commonwealth, Until the same shall be 
altered in pursuance of some future law. 

XI. No monies shall be issued out of the treasury 
of this Commonwealth, and disposed of (except such 
sums, as may be appropriated for the redemption of bills 
of credit or treasm^er's notes, or for the payment of in- 
terests arising thereon) but by warrant, under the liand 
of the Governoj; for the time being with the advice and 
consent of the. Council, for the necessary defence and 
(Support of the Commonwealthr-^ai^d foar the protection 

and 
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and preservation of the inhabitants thel'eof, agreeably 
to the act and resolves of the Getieral Court. 

XII. AH i>ublic boards, the coramissary -general, all 
superintending officers of public magazines and stores, 
belonging to this Commonwealth, and all commanding 
officers of forts and garrisons within the same, shall j 
once in every three months, olTicially, and V/ithout re* 
quisition, and atbther times, when required by the Go- . 
vemor, deliver to him an account of all goods, stores, 
provisions, ammunition, cannon with their appendages, 
and smalt arms with their accoutrements, and of all 
other piiblic property whatever under their care respec- 
tively ; distinguishing the quantity, number, quality, 
^d kind of each, as particularly as may be, together 
with the condition of such forts and garrisons. And the 
said commanding officer shall exhibit to the Govemof, 
wheti required by him, true and exact plans of such 
forts, and of the land and sea, or harbour or harbours 
adjacent. 

And the said boards and all public officers, shall com- 
tAtinicate to the Governor, aa soon as may be, after 
receiving the same, all dispatches and intelligence of a 
public nature,, which shall be directed to theni respec- 
tively. 

XIIL As the public good requires, that theGovenibr 
should not be under the undue influence of atiy of the 
Members of the General Court — by a dependeiiee on 
Ihem for Ms support — ^that he should, in all cases, att^ 
with fiieedom fov the benefit of the public— that he 
shottld not have his attention necessarily diverted from 
that object, to his pri<rate conceras — and tliat he Should 
maintain the dignity of the Commonwealth, in the 
character of its Chief Magistrate — it is necessary that 
h* should have ^ honourable and stated salary, of a 
fixed and pei*manent value, amply sufficient for those 
puiposes, and established by standing laws ; and it 
shall be among the first acts of the General Court, 
after the comjnencement of this Constitution, to estab- 
lish such salary by law accordingly. 

Permanent and honourable salaries shall also be estab. 
ilshed bylaw, for the Justices of the Supreme Judicial 
Court* And 
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Ajid if it shall he found, that any of the salaries* 
aforesaid, sp established, are insufficient, they shall, from, 
time to time, be enlarged, as the General Court shall 

judge proper. 

Chap. II. — Skct. II. 
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 

Art. I. THERE shall be annually elected a Lieute- 
nant-Governor of the Conimonwealth of Massachusetts, 
whose title shall be, His Honour ; and who shall be 
qualified, in point of religion,, property, and residence 
in the Commonwealth, in the same mamier with the 
Governor; and the day and manner of his election, 
and the qualifications of the electors, shall be the same 
as are required in the election of a Governor. The 
return of the. votes for this ofticer, and the declaration 
pf his election, shall be in the same manner: and if 
no one person shall be found to have a majority of all 
the votes returned, the vacancy shall be tilled by the 
Senate and House of Representattves, in the same nMOi- 
ner as the Governor is to be elected, in case no one per- 
son shall have a majority of the votes of the people to 
be Governor. 

II. The Governor, and, in his absence, the Licute- 
naht-Govejnor, shall be the President of the Council, 
bujt shall have no vote in Council ; and the Lieutenant- 
Governor shall always be a member of the Council, ex- 
cept when the chair of the Governor shall be vacant* 
. III. Whenever the chair of the Governor shall be 
vacant by reason of his deatli, or absence from the 
Commonwealth, or otherwise, the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor for thjB time being, shall> during such vacancy, 
perform all tlie duties incumbent upon the Governor, 
and shall have and exercise all the powers and authori- 
ties, which, by this Constitution, the Governor is vested 
with, wlien personally present. 

Chap. II. — Sect. HI. 
Council^ and the mannner of' settling Elections by 

the Legislature. 
Art. I. THERE shall be a Council, for advising^ 
the Governor in the executive part of government, 

to 
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to ccwisist of nine persona, besides the Lieutenant-G 
vemoiv whom the Governor, for the time being, shj 
have full power and authority, from time to time, 
his discretion, to assemble and call together. And t] 
Governor, with the said Counselloi-s, or five of the 
at least, shall and may, from time to time, hold a] 
keep a Council for the oi'dering and directing the ] 
ftiirs of the Commonwealth, accordin^g^ to the laws 
the land. 

II. Nine Counsellors shall be annually chosen fro 
among the persons returned for Counsellors and Ser 
tors, on the last Wednesday in May, by the joint b 

• lot- of the Senators and Representatives assembled 
one room. And in case there shall not be found, up 
thfe firtt choice, the whole number of nine persons, w 
will accept a seat in the Council, the deficiency sh 
be made up by the electors aforesaid, from among t 
people at large ; and the number of Senators left, sh 
constitute the Senate for the year. The seats of t 
persons thus elected from the Senate, and accepting 1 
trust shall be vacated in the Senate. 

III. The Counsellors, in the civil arrangements 
the Commonwealth, shall have raftk next after I 
Lieutenant-Governor, . 

IV. Not more than ttvo Counsellors shall be choi 
out of any one district of this CommbnweaRh. 

V. The resolutions and advice of the Council s i 
be recoixled in a register, and signed by the Mem! 
present ; and this record ntfiy be called for, at any ti ; 
by either House vi the Legislature j and any Men I 
of the Council may insert his opinion^t contrary to i 
resolution of the majority. 

VI. Whenever the office of tke Governor and L i 
tenant*Govemor shall be vacant, by reason of d< i 
absence, or otherwise, then the Council, or the n . 
part of them, shall, during such vacancy, have full ; 
cr and authority, to do and execute, all and every 
acts, matters and things, as the Governor or Lieute i 
Governor might or could, by virtue of this Constiti 
do or execute, if they^ ou either of them, were pe i 
ally present. 

. ^ ' ■ ' A ! 
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VH. And whereas .th^ elections, appointed to b© 
n>ade by thin ConstitiiUpn> ou the last Wednesday iix 
May annually^ by the two Houses of the Legislature^ 
may not be completed on that day, the said election* 
may be adjourned, fropi day to day, until the same shall 
be completed. And t^e order of elections shall be a» 
ibllows: The vacancies in the Senate^ if any, tihall 
tirst be filled up ; the; Governor ^nd l..ieutenant-Govtr-' 
nor shall then be elected, provided there shall be riO 
choice of them by th« people.; aiul afterwards the two 
Houses shall proceed to the election of the Council* 

Chap. II«— <>ect. IV* . 
Secretary, Trea§ur€r^,C<)irimi8S€iryylSfCs, 

Art. !• THE Si^cretary, Treasnref, and, Heeeiver- 
General, and the Co^uiiissary-Gener^j Notaries Pub- 
lic, andNaval officers j shall. be chosen annually, by joint, 
ballot of tlie Senator* ai^ JlcpreseRtatives in one. room. 
And that the citizens of tliis Commcmw^alth may h^ 
j^^ured, from time ,tQ time, that the ipi^niesi remaiuing* 
in the public treasury^, upon the settlement, and liiqui* 
da,tion of the public accounts, arq thw propeity, no. 
inan shall be eligible, as Treasurer aad Receiver^Gene* 
ral, more tlian five years success! velyw. ; 

IJ. The recoixls of the Commonwealth shall be kept 
in the off ce of the Seci-etary^ who mayr appoint hm 
deputies, for whose conduct he shall be acxjuntable ; 
and he shall atte3a4 thq Governptr and Council, the. Sea-s* 
ate and House of Repres€ntative.s in pers9% ^u* by Uisi 
deputies^ as th^y shall respectively rcq^ise^^ . . 



Chap. HL 
JUDICIARY POWER. 
-Aar. I. THE tenure, th»t all commission ofncew 
shall by law have in their oiBc€;s, shall be ev|>rQ&$ed 
ir| their respective commissions, all judicial officers^ ^u* 
ly appointed, comn-^issjoned a»d sworn, shall hold their 
odkes duvmg good behaviour, excepting such concern- 
ing whom there is different provision made in tjhis Con- 
stitution ; provided p^verthejes^, theGovgraor, with con-* 
,ent of the Council, may remove them upon the £\d^, 
Iress of both Houses of the Legislature* 
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IT. Each braitch of the Legislature, aS Wfell a6 the 
Governor and Coutiicil, shall ha^^ authority, to require 
the opinions^ Of the Justices of the Supreme * Judicial 
Court, npoh important question^ of law, and upon so* 
lemn occasions. 

III. In order that th^ people may not suffer from 
the long- continuance in place, of any justice of the 
peace, ivho shall fail of discharging the important du- 
ties of his oflRce mth ability dv fidelity, all commissions 
of justices of the peace shall expii*c atid become void, 
in the term of seven years from their respective daties ; 
and upon the Expiration of any commission, the satne 
may, if necessary, be renewed or another person ap- 
pointed, as shall most conduce to the weft-being of th^ 
Commonwealth* 

IV. The Judges of Probate of Wills, and for grant- 
ing fetters 6f administration, shall hold their Courts. 
at such place Or places on fixed days, as the conveni- 
ence of tlie people shall require. And the Legislature 
shall, from time to timt, hereafttr appomt such times. 
and places; until which appointments, the said Courts 
Shall be holden at the times and places, which the re- 
spective judgesr shall direct. 

V. All causes of marriage, divorce, tod alimony^ 
atkd all appeals frOm the Judges of Probate, shall be 
heard and determined by the Governor arid Council, 
until the Legislature, shall, bylaw, make other provi- 
sion. . ^ — 

CHAP. IV- 
DELEGATES fo CONGRESS. 
The Delegates of this CommonWealtli to the Con- 
gress of tlieUnited States, shall, some time in the month 
of June annually, be elected by joint ballot of the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives, assembled together 
in one room, to serve in Congress for one year, to com- 
mence on the first Monday in November then next en- 
suing. They shall havie commisLslons, under the hand 
of the GoverRor, and the great seal of the Common- 
wealth ; but may be recalled at any time within the 
year, and others chosen and coinmissioned in the same 
manner in their Head.. 

D 2 Tie 
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Chap. V,-— 75&ff Univermty at Cambridge^ and Mncourage* 

ment i)f Literature^ l^c^ 
Sect- I — THE UNIVERSITY. 
Art. I. WHEREAS our wise and pious ancestorst 
so early as the year one thousand six hundred and thir^ 
ty-six, laid the foundation , of Harvard College ; in 
which university many persons of great eminence^ have^' 
by 'the blessing of God, been initiated in those arts and 
Sciences, which qualified them for public employments> 
both in Church and State ; and whereas the encourage- 
ment of arts and sciencies, and all good literature, tends 
to the honour of God, the advantage of the Christian 
Keligion, and the great benefit of this and the other U« 
nited States of America : It is declared, that the Pre- 
sident and Fellows of Harvard College, in their corpc^ 
rate capacity, and their successors in that capacity, their 
ofticers and servants, shall have, hold, use, exercise, and 
enjoy all the powers, authorities, ng]its, liberties, and 
privileges, immunities and franchises, %vhich they now 
have, or are entitled to have, hold, use, exercise and en- 
joy ; and the same are hereby ratified and confirmed 
unto them, the said President and Fellows of Harvard 
College, and to their successors, and to their officers 
and servants, respectively, forever. 

II. And whereas there have been, at sundry times, 
by divers persons, gifts, grants, devises of houses, lands, 
tenements, goods, chatties, legacies, and conveyances, 
heretofore made, either to Harvard College, in Cam- 
bridge, in New-England, or to the President and Fel- 
lows of Harvard College, by some other description, 
under several charters successively —. it is declared, 
that all the said gifts, grants, devises, legacies, and 
conveyancies, are hereby forever confirmed unto the 
President and Fellows of Harvard College, and to theii^ 
successors in the capacity aforesaid, according to the 
true intent and meaning of the donor or donors, gran- 
tor, or grantors, devisor or devisors. 

III. And whereas, by an act of the General Court 
of the colony of Massachusetts-Bay, passed in the year 
one thousand six hundred and forty-two, the Governor 
and Deputy Governor, for the time being, and all the 

Ma-* 
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Magistrates of. that juris^liction, were, with the Pre- 
si<leiit> aiid a niunber of the Clergy in the said act de- 
scribed, constituted the oyei'seers of Harvard College 
— and it being necessary, i^ this new Constitution of 
Government, to ascertain, who shall be deemed succes- 
sors to the said Governor, Deputy Governor, and Ma^ 
gistrates^ it is declared, that the Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Council, and Senate of this Commonwealth, 
are, and shall be deemed their successors ; who with 
the President of Harvard CoUege, for the time being, 
together with the Ministers' of the ccmgregational 
churches, in the towns of Camhridge, Watertown, 
Charlestovm, Boston, Roxbuiyi and Dorchester, men- 
tioned in the said act,-, shall be, and hereby are, vested 
with all the power and authority belonging, or in any- 
way apppertaining, to the overseers of Harvai*d CoHege : 
'^— provided, that nothing herein shall be construed to 
prevent the Legislature of this Commonwealth, from 
making such alterations in the Government of the said 
University, as shall be conducive to its advantage, and 
the interest of the Republic (^ Letters, in as full a man-, 
ner, as might have been done by the Legislaturre of 
the late province of the Massachusetts-Bay^ 

CtiiAP* V —"Sect* H« 

The ENCOURAGEMENT of LITERATURE. 

WISDOM and knowledge, as well as virtue, difiusecl 
generally among the body of the people, being necessa- 
ry for the prescription of their rights and liberties ; and 
as these depend on threading the importunities and ad- 
vantages of education, in the various parts of the coun- 
try, and among the different orders of the people, it 
shall be the duty of the Legislatures and Magistrates, 
in aU future periods of this Commonwealth, to cherish 
the interest of Literature and the Sciences, and all Se- 
minaries of them ; especially the university at Cam- 
bridge, public schools and grammar schools in the towns, 
to encourage private societies and public institutions, 
by rewards and immunities, for the promotion of agri* 
culture, arts, sciences, commerce, trades, manu&ctures, 
tod a natural history of the (country i to the countenance 

and 
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and inculcate the prindples of fegmanitjr antl gen^f^ 
benevokace, ptijbltc ^d private chatity, iadiiratrjr and 
frugalitjr, hooeity and piii^Uidtty in tbdr dealings, 
fincerity, good humour, and all social ^fifections and 
generous sentinftents aiaaong the people. 

CHAP. VI. 

Cfftha. and SttSgcrifiiidns f inc<mipatiMity^ of and exxht- 
iionfimrt officer f fieeuniitrn^ ^t^aiijkation^ ; temmiseions''* 
wtUb } cm/rrmadoTi ef^ltmstf Mbeita corpua ; the enacts 
«j^. stile ; c&ntinttanee bf <>ffi€4T9 i prinmsionjbr a future 
revival of tke ComtHPtiMm^ Is^t* 

Art. I. Any peWn chosen GoYe«iop, or Lieute- 
nant Govemoip, Couri^Hory ' Senator, or Representative, 
and accepting the trust, slkaUi before he proceed to ex- 
ecute the dutiesof his p4ace or office ,. take, make attid 
subscribe the followirig declaration, i4«.— 

** I, A. B. do deckre, tkat 'I believe the Christtan; 
Reiigion^ and have a firm persuasion of its truth ; an<l 
tjiat I a;ni seized and possessed, in my own right, of the 
property required by the CenStatution, as one qualifi-v 
cation for the office or place to which I am elected." 

And the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Goun^ 
scllors shall make and suhsciibe the said declaration irv 
the presence of the two Houses of Assembly ; and the 
Senators and Representatives; first elected under thia 
Goiifititution, before the President cmd five of the Codn- 
cil of the former Constitution, and forever afterwardsy 
before tlie Governor and Council for^e^ime being. 

And every person chosen to either of' the places or 
©fficea aforesaid, as also any person, appointed ©r com- 
missioned to any Judicial, Executive, Military, or other* 
office under the Government, shall, befcire' he enters on; 
the discharge of the business of his plac^ or office^ 
take and subscribe thefollowing declaration, and- ©ath» 
or affirmation, vizi— ' ' 

" I, A. B.^ da truly and sincerely acknowledge^ pro* 
fess, testify., and declare^, that" the Commonwealth of 
MassaciiusettSr fe». and of right * ought ta- be, a free* 
sovereign and independent Sfelte ;. and I dc^ swear, that 
^ will bear -true faith- and allegiaiice ta the said Gom>- 

xaon- 
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Ttio&wealth) and thi^ I wHl defend tlie «ame agiiingt 
traitoroas conspiracies^ and all hostile attempts whatso- 
ever ;^— And that I do renou»c€ and abjuiti all allegi- 
ance, subjection^ and obedience, to the King, Quern 
or Government of Great Britahi (as the case may be), 
and every other foreign power wliatsoever* — ^And that 
no foreign Prince, person, prelate, state, or potentate* 
hath, or ought to have, any jurisdiction, superiority, 
pre-eminence, authority, dispensing or other powers 
in any matter, civil, ecclesiastical, or spiritual, within 
this Commonwealth ; except tlie authority and power, 
'Which is opni^ay be vested by their constituents, in the 
Congi^s of tihe United States ; and I do further tes- 
tify and declare, that no man or body of men, hath or 
can have any right to absolve or discharge me from 
the ob&gation of this oath, declaration or aitirmation ; 
and that I do make this acknowledgement, profession, 
testimony, declaration, denial, renunciation and abjum- 
tion, heartily and truly, according to the common 
meaning and acceptation of tli« ibregoing words, with-v 
out any equivocation, mental evasion, or secret reser\'a- 
tioa whatsoever. - So kdp me God.y 

"I, A. B. do solemnly swear and afBrm, that I will 
MthfuUy and impartially discharge and perform all 
the duties incumbent on me as according to. 

the best of my abilities and understanding, agreeably 
to the rules Mid regulatiwis of the Constitution, and 
the laws of this Commonwealth* Sa htlfi me God^'* 

Provided always, that when any person chosen or 
appointed as aforesaid, shall be of the denomination of 
^e people called Quakers, and shall decline taking the 
said oaths, he shall make liis arfirmation in the foregt)-^ 
k)g farm?, and subscribe the samej omitting the woras^ 
*' £ do sttrcOTy* ** and ahjurcj** ^ oatfis^** " and abjurationy* 
In- the first oatli ; and in the second oath, the words,. 
« sivedr and ;" and in each of them the words, " So help 
me God;,'* subjoining instead thereofV " This I do. under 
the fmin^ and fieruiltica of f^erjuryJ!* 

And the said oaths or affirmations sJialt be taken and 
subscribed by the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and 
€ouiis€f]&}t^ before the President of the Senate,, in the 

pre* 
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pres^ce of the ' two Houses of Assembly ; and by the 
Senators and Representatives first elected nnder this 
Constitution, before the President, and live of the Coun- 
cil, of the former Constitution ; and, forever afterwards, 
before the Governor and Council for the time being* ; 
and by the residue of the officers aforesaid, before such 
persons, sA\d in such manner, as from time to time shall 
be prescribed by the Legislature. 

II. No Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Judge of 
the Supreme Judicial Court, shall hold any other office> 
or place under the authority of this Commonwealth, ex- 
cept such as by this Constitution they are admitted to 
hold, saving that the Judges of the said Court may hold 
the offices of Justices of the Peace through the State ; 
nor shall they hold any other place or office, or receive 
any pension or salary, from any other state, or govern- 
ment, or power, whatever. 

No person shall be capable of holding or exercising, 
at the same time, more than one of the following offices 
within this State, viz. Judge of Probate, Sheriff^ Regis- 
ter of Probate, or Register of Deeds ; and never more 
than any two offices, which are to be held by appoint- 
ment of the Goveraor, or the Governor and Council, or 
the Senate, or the House of Representatives, or by the 
election of the people of the State at large, or of the 
people of any county, (milhaiy officer, and the office 
of Justice of the Peace excepted) shall be held by one 
person. 

No person, holding the office of Judge of the Su- 
preme Judicial Court, Secretary, Attorney-General, So- 
licitor-General, Treasurer or Receiver General, Judge 
of Probate, Commissary-General; President, Professor, 
or Instructor of Harvard College ; Sheriff, Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, Register of Probate, Regis- 
ter of Deeds, Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
Clerk of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas, or officer 
of the Customs, (including in this description naval offi* 
cers) shall at the same time have a seat in the Senate 
or House of Representatives ; but their being chosen 
or appointed to, and accepting the same, shall operate 
as a resignation of their seat in the ^nate or House of 

Re* 
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Representatives ; and the place so vacat4ed shaill be fil- 
led up. 

And the same rule shall take place, in case any Judge 
of the 8iud Supreme Judicial Court, or Judge of Pro- 
bate, shall accept a seat in Council ; or any Counsellor 
shall accept of either of those offices or places. 

And no person shall ever be admitted to hold a seat 
in the Legislature, or any office of trust or importance 
under the government of this Commomyealth, who shall^ 
in the due course of law, have been convicted of bri- 
bery, or corruption iii obtaining an election or appoint* 
ment. 

III. In all cases, where sums of money are mention- 
ed in this Constitution, the value thereof shall be com- 
puted in silver, at six shillings and eight pence per 
ounce ; and it shall be in the power of the Legislature, 
from time to time, to increase such qualifications, as to 
property, of the persons to be elected into offices, as 
the circumstances of theCommon\yealth shall require. 

IV. All commissiohs shall be in the name of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, signed by the Go- 
vernor, and attested by the Secretary or his Deputy, 
and have the great seal of the Commonwealth affixed 
thereto. 

V. All vnits, issuing out of the Clerk's office, in any 
of the courts of law, shall be in the name of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts ; they shall be under the 
seal of the court from whence they issue ; they shall 
bear test of the first Justice of the Court, to which they 
shall be returnable, (who is not a party) and be signed 
by the Clerk of such Court. 

VI. All the laws,which have heretofore been adopted, 
used and approved in the province, colony or state of 
Massachusetts-Bay ,and usually practised on in theCourts 
of law, shall still remain and be in full force, until al- 
tered or repealed by the Legislature ; such parts only 
excepted, as are repugnant to the rights and liberties 
contained in this Constitution. 

VII. The privilege and benefit of the writ of Habeas 
Corpus shall be enjoyed in this Commonwealth, in the 
most free, easy, cheap, expeditious and ample manner; 

and. 
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and shall not be suspended by the Legtslatune^ except 
upon the most urgent and pressing occasions, and for a- 
limited time not exceeding twelte months. 

VIII. The enacting stile, in making and passing all 
acts, statutes, and laws, shall be, <* Be it enacted by the 
Senate and House of Representatives, in General Coui*t 
assembled, ahd by the authority of the same/* 

IX. To the end there may be no failure of justice, 
or danger arise to the Commonv/ealtii; from a' change 
of the form of government, — all officers civil iEind mil- 
itary, holding commissioiis under the government and 
people of Massachusetts-Bay, in New-England, and all 
other officers of said people, at the time this Constitu- 
tion shall take effect, shall have, hold, use, exercise 
and enjoy, all the powers and authority to them granted 
or committed, until other persons shall be appointed in 
their stead ; and all courts of la\v shall proceed in 'the 
execution of the business of their respective depart- 
ments ; and all the executive and l^^slative officei^, 
bodies and powers shall continue in full force in the en- 
joyment and exercise of all their trusts, employments 
and autliority, until the General Court, and the Su- 
preme and Executive officers, under this Constitution, 
are designated and invested with their respective trugts,^ 
powers and authority* 

X. In order tlie more effectually to adhere to the 
principles of the Constitution, and to correct those rio- 
lations which by any means may be made therein, as 
well as to form such alterations as from experience shall 
be found neccssaiy, the General Court, which shall be 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundix^d and 
ninety-^ive, shall issue precepts to the Selectmen of the 
several towns, and to the Assessors of the unincorpora- 
ted plantations, directing them to convene the qualified 
voters of their respective towns and plantations, for the 
purpose of collecting their sentiments, on the necessity 
or expediency of revising the Constitution in order ta 
amendments. 

And if it shall appear, by the returns made; that two- 
thirds of the qualified Voters throughout the State, wha 
shall assemble and vote in consequence of theattdd pre- 

ceptji 
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cepts, 4IW 111 fkvour of such revision or amendnient, the 
Gen^ial Court shall issue precepts, or direct them to be 
issued fromtheSecretary'soffi^ce to the several townft, to 
elect delegates to meet in convention, for the purpose 
aforesaid. 

The said delegates to be chosen in the same manner 
and proportion? as their Representatives, in the second 
branch of the Legislature, are by this Constitution to be 
chosen* 

Xr. ThiB.fonn of government shall be enrolled on 
parchment, and deposited in the Secretary's ofBce, and 
be a part of the laws of the land; and printed copies 
thereof shall be prefixed to the book containing the law* 
of this Commonwealth, in all future editions of the said 
laws, JAMES BOWDOIN, Fw. 

^tt9^ SAMUEL BARRET, Sec. 
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RHODE-ISLAND* 

RhQde^Tskmd Charter^ granttti 6y Ktng^^tsrles IL in thm 

fourteenth year of hia reign* 
Qtmiadecima fiars Faientium Anno Regni JRegia Caroli 

ScfUTidi Quintodecimo. : 

CHARLES the Second, by the grace of God, &c. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greet- 
ing» Whereas \re have been informed^ by the petition 
of our trusty and vtrell beloved subjects, John Clarke, on 
the b^hialf c^ Benedict Arnold, WiUiam Brenton, Wil- 
liam Codington^ Nicholas Easton, WiUiam Boulstpn, 
John Porter, John Siuith, Samuel Gorton, Jolm Weekes, 
Roger Williams, Thomas Ohiey, GregxM-y Dexter, 
John Cc^shaU, Joseph Clarke, Randall Houlden, John 
Gi^n, John Roome, Samuel Wildbore, William 
Field, James Barker, Richard Tew, Thomas Hai-ria 
and William Dyre^i smd the rest of the purchasers, and 
free inhabitants of our island called Rhode-Island, and 
the rest of the colony of Px-ovidence Plantations, in the 
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Narraganset Bay, in New-England^ in AmeHcsu— That 
they, pursuing with peace and loyal minds thejr sober, 
serious, and religious intentions, of GodJy edifying them- *> 
selves, and one another, in the holy Christian faith and 
worship as they were persuaded, together with the gaining 
over and conversion of the poor ignorant Indian natives, 
in those parts of America, to the sincere profession and 
obedience of the same faith and worship, did not only, 
by the consent and good encouragement of our royal 
progenitors, transport themselves ont of this kingdom 
of England, into America ; but also since their arrival 
there, after their first settlement amongst other of -our 
subjects in those parts, for the avoiding of discord, and 
those' many evils which were likely to ensue upon tliose 
our subjects, not being able to bear, in those remote 
parts, their different apprehensions in religious concern- 
ments ; and in pursuance of the aforesaid ends, did 
once again leave their desirable stations and habitations, 
and with excessive labour and travel, hazard and chaise, 
did transplant themselves into the midst oL the Indian 
natives, who, as we are informed, are the most potent 
princes and people of all that country ; where, by the 
good Providence of God, (from whom the plantations 
have taken their name) upon their labour and industry, 
they have not only been preserved to admiration, but 
have increased and prospered, and are seized and pos- 
sessed, by purchase and consent of the said natives, to 
their full content, of such lands, islands, rivers^ har- 
bours, and roads, as are very convenient both for plaiv 
tations, and also for building of ships, supply of pipe- 
staves, and other merchandise, which lie very commodi- 
ous, in many respects, for cOmmefce, and to accom- 
modate our southern plantations, and may much advance 
the trade of this our realm, and greatly enlarge the 
territories thereof; they having by near neighbourhood 
to, and friendly society with, the great body of Narra- 
ganset Indians, given them encouragement of their 
own accord, to subject themselves, their people and 
land unto us ; whereby, as is hoped} there may^ 'm 

time 
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time, by.tbeblesLmgof God upon their endeavours, be 
laid a sure foundation of happiness to all Amercia : — 

And whereas, in their humble address, they have 
freely declared, that it is much on their hearts (if they 
be permitted) to hold forth a lively experiment, tliat a 
most flourishing civil state may stand, and best be 
maintained, \ind that among our English subjects, with 
a full liberty in religious concernments ; and that 
true piety, rightly grounded upon Gospel principles, 
will giye the best and greatest security to Sovereignty, 
and will lay in the hearts of men the strongest obliga- 
tioris to true Loyalty : — 

Now, know ye, that wc— (being willing to encour- 
age the hopeful undertaking of our said loyal and lov- 
ing subjects, and to secure them in the free exercise and 
enjoyment of all their civil and religious rights apper- 
taining to them, and to preserve unto them that liberty,, 
in the true Christian faith, and worship of God, which 
they have sought (with so much travel, and with peace- 
able minds and loyal subjection to our royal progenitors 
and ourselves) to enjoy 5 and because some of the pep- 
pie and inhabitants of the same colony cannot, in their 
private opinion, conform to the public exercise of religi- 
on, according to the liturgy, form, and ceremonies of 
the. Church of England, or take or subscribe the oaths 
and articles, made and established in that behalf j and 
for that the same, by reason of the remote distances of 
those places, will, as we hope, be no breach of the 
unity and uniformity established in this nation)— have 
therefore thought fit, and do hereby publish, grant or- 
dain, and declare, that our royal will and pleasure is— ^ 

That no person within the said colony, at any time 
hereafter, shall be any wise molested, punished, disqui- 
eted, or called in question, for any -diflerences in opini- 
on in matters of religion, who do not actually disturb 
the civil peace of our said colonyj but that all and every 
person and persons may, from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter, freely and fully have and enjoy his. 
and their own judgiements and consciences in matters 
of religious concernments, throughout the tract of land. 

here- . 
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hereafter mentioned-^they behaving thetnielve* p««ice- 
ably and quietly, and not using this liberty to licertti- 
ouaness and profoneness, nor to tlie civil injuty or out- 
ward disturbance of others ; any law, statute^ or clause 
therein contained, or to be oontained, us^e ot custom 
of this realm, to the contraiy hereof, in anjf wise not- 
witlistanding. 

And that they may be in a better capacity to de- 
fend themselves, in their just rights and liberties, a- 
gainst all the enemies of the Christian faiths imdothei-s, 
in all respects— we hare further tliought fit, and at the 
humble petition of the persons afol^said, are gtacious- 
ly pleased to declare,— - 

That they shall hav« Jtod enjoy the benefit of our 
late act of indemnity, and fr^e paixlon, as the ttst of 
our subjects in other our dominions, and tettitories 
have ; and to create and make them a body politic or 
corporate with tiie powers or privileges herein after tnen- 
tioned. And, accordingly, Our will and pfcftsure ia^ 
and of our especial grace, certam knowledge^ and mere 
motion, we have ordained, constituted and declared, 
and by these presents, for tis, our heirs and successers^ 
do oiiain, constitute and declare, that they the ^aid 
William Brenton, WilliamCodington, Nicholas Etiston, 
Benedict Arnold, William Boulston, John Porter, Banfr^ 
uel Gorton, John Smith, John Weeks, Roger Willi- 
ams, Thomas Olney, Gregory Dexter, John Cogeshall,^ 
Joseph Clarke, Randall Houlden, John Gi-eene, John 
Roome, William Dyre, Samuel Wildbore, Richard 
Tew,- William 'Field, Thomas Karris, James BarKei*> 
Raimsborrow, Williams, and JohnNickson,;and 

-nil such others as are now, or hereafter shall be admit- 
ted free of the company and society of our colony of 
Providence plantations in the Narraganset Bay, in Kew- 
Eiigland, shall be, from time to time, atid forever here- 
after, a body corporate and politic, in fact and name, 
by the name of The Govenior andCompany of the Eng- 
lish colony of Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
tions in New-England in America ; and that by the 
same name, they and their successors «hall * and 
may have perpetual succgssion* and shall and may- 
be 



RHODE.ISLANO 69 

be persons able an4 capable in the law to sue und be 
sued, to ,plead f^nd be inipleaded, to answer and to be 
answered unto> to defend and to be defended, in all 
and singular suit<;, causes, quarrels, matters, actionil 
and tjiin^s, of what kind or nature soever ; and also 
to have, take, possess, acquis, and purchase lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, or any goods or chatties^ 
and the same to lease, grant, demise, alien, bargain, 
sell^ -and dispose of ut tlieir own will , and pleasure, as 
other our Jiege people of this our realm of England, or 
any corporation or body politic within the same may law^ 
fully do : 

And further, . that they the said Governor and Com^ 
pany, and their successorsj shall and may, forever 
hereafteV) have a common seal,^ to serve and use for aU 
matters, cau es, things andauairs whatsoever, of them 
and tlieir succesors ; and the same seal to alter, change, 
break, and make new-, from time to time> at their will 
and pleasure, as they shall think fit. 

And further, we will and ordain, and by these presents^ 
fop us> our heirs and successors, declare and appoint, 
tbat^ for the better ordering and managing of the affairs 
and business of the said Company and their successors, 
there shall be one Governor, one Deputy-Governor, and 
ten Assistants to be from time to time constituted, c- 
lected and chosen, out of the freemen of the said Com- 
pany, for the time being, in such manner and form 
as is hereafter in these presents expressed ; which said 
officers shall apply themselves to take care, for the best 
disposing and ordering of the general business ^nd af- 
fairs of, and concerning the lands and hereditaments 
herein after mentioned to be granted, and the planta- 
tion thereof, and the Government of the people there. 

And for the better execution of our royal pleasure 
herein, we do, for us, our heirs and successors, assign, 
narae> constitute and appoint, the aforesaid Benedict 
Arnold, to be the first and present Governor of the j-aid 
Company ; and the said William Brenton, to be the De- 
puty Governor ;. and the said William Boulston, John 
Porter, Roger Williams^ Thomas Olncy, John Smith* 
Jioiia Gi?eei>j Jtoha Gogesbali^ Jumea Baiker,, W^iliiam- 

Field 
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Field, and Joseph Clarke, to be the ten present Assistants 
of the £aid Company, to continue in the said several 
offices respectively, until the first Wednesday which 
shall be in the month of May now next coming. 

And further, we vt'ill, and by these presents, few us, 
our heirs, and successors, do oixiain, and grant, that the 
Governor of the said Company, for the time being, or 
in his absence by occasion of sickness, or otherwise, by 
his leave or permission, the Deputy Governor for the 
time being, shall and may, from time to time, upon all 
occasions, give orders for the assembling of the said 
Company, and calling them together, to consult and 
advise of the business and aRairs of the said Company, 
and that forever hereafter, twice in every year, that is 
to say, on every first Wednesday in the month of May, 
and on every last Wednesday in October, or oftener 
in case it shall be requisite, the assistants, and such 
of the freemen of the said Company, not exceeding six 
persons for Newport, four persons for each of the re- 
spective towns of Providence, Portsmouth, and War- 
wick, and two persons for each other place, town, or 
city, who shall be from time to time thereunto elected 
or deputed by the major part of the freemen of the re- 
, spective towns or places, for which they shall be so 
elected or deputed, shall have a General meeting or As- 
sembly, then and there to consult, advise and determine, 
in and about the affairs and business of the said Compa- 
ny iuid plantations. 

And further, we do, of our especial grace, certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, give and grant unto the 
said Governor and Conipany of the English Colony of 
Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations, in New-Eng- 
land, in America, and their successors, That the Go- 
vernor, or in his absence, or by his permission, the 
Deputy Governor of the said company, for the time be- 
ing, the assitants, and such of the freemen of the said 
company, as shall be so aforesaid elected or deputed, or 
so many of them as shall be present at such meeting or 
assembly, as aforesaid, shall be called the Geneiul As- 
sembly J and that they, or the greatest part of them 
tlien present (wheijcof* the Governor, or Deputy Go- 

ver- 
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vernor, and six of tlie Assitants at least, to be seven) 
shall have^ and have hereby given and granted unto 
theni> full power and authority, from time to time, and 
at all times hereafter, to appoint, alter, and change such 
daysy times .and places of meeting, and General As- 
sembly, as they shall think iit ; and to chuse, npmi- 
nate, and appoint such and so many persons as they 
shall think :it, and shall be willing to accept the same, 
to be free of the said company and body politic, and 
them into the same to admit ; and to elect, and consti- 
tute such oiiices and officers, and to grant such needful 
colnmissions, as they shail think fit and' requisite, for 
ordering, managing, and dispatching of the affairs cf 
the said Governor and Company,^ and their successors t 
and hxmi time to time, to make, ordain, constitute, and 
repeal, Such laws, statutes, orders and ordinances, forms 
and ceremonies of government and magistracy, as to 
them shall seem meet, for the good and welfare of the 
said Comply, and for the government and ordering of 
the land ^ and hereditaments herein after mentioned to be 
granted, and of the j)eople that do, or at any time here- 
after shall inhabit, or be within the same ; so as such 
laws, ordinances, and constitutions, so made, be not 
contrary and repugnant unto, but, (as near as may be) 
agreeable to the laws of this our realm of England, 
considering the nature and constitution of the place and 
people there ; and also, to appoint, oixler, and direct, 
erect and settle such places and Courts of Jurisdiction, 
for hearing and determining of all actions, cases, mat- 
ters and things, happening within the said colony and 
plantation, which shall be in dispute, and depending 
there, as they shall think fit ; and also to distinguish 
and set forth the several names and titles, duties, pow- 
ers, and limits, of each court, oince, and othcer, supe- 
rior or inferior; and also, to contrive and appoint such 
forms of oaths and attestations, not repugnant, but (as 
near as may be) agreeable, as aforesaid, to the laws 
and statutes of this our realm, as are convenient and 
requisite, with respect to the due administration of jus- 
tice, and due execution and discharge of all ollices and 
places of trusty by the persons that shall be therein con- 
cern- 
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cemcd ; and also to regulate and order the way and 
manner of all elections to offices and places of trustj and 
to prescribe, limit and distinguish the number and 
bounds of all places, towns, and cities^ within the lim- 
its and bounds herein after mentioned, and not herein 
particularly named, that have or shall have the power 
of electing and sending of freemen to the said General 
Assembly ; and also to order, direct, and authorise the 
imposing of lawfur and reasonable fines, mulcts, impri- 
"sonraent, and executing other punishments, pecuniary 
and corporal, upon otTenders and delinquents, accordiiig; 
to the course of other corporations within this our 
idngdom of England ; and again, to alter, revoke, annul 
or pardon, under their common seal, or otherwise, such 
lines, mulcts, imprisonments, sentences, judgments 
4ind condemnations, as shall be thought Et ; and to di- 
rect, rule, order, and dispose of all other matters and 
things, and particularly that which relates to the ma- 
king of purchases of the native Indians, as to them 
shall seem meet ; whereby our said people, and inhab- 
itants in the said plantations, may be so religiously, 
peaceably, and civilly governed, as that by their good 
life, and orderly conversation, they may win and invite 
the native Indians of the cotmtry to the knowledge and 
obedience of the only true God and Saviour of man* 
kind ; willing, commanding, and requiring, and by 
these presents, for us, our heii's, and successors, oi*^ 
daining and appointing, that all such laws, statutes, or- 
ders and ordinances, instructions, impositions and di- 
recticms, as shall be so made by the Governor, deputy, 
assistants, and freemen, or such number of them as 
aforesaid, and published in writing under their common 
seal, shall be carefully and duly observed, kept, per- 
formed, ai^d put in execution, according to the true in- 
tent and meaning of the same. And these our letters 
patent, or die duplicate or exemplification thereof, shall 
be, to all and every such officers, superior or inferior, 
fixjm time to time, for the putting of the same orders, 
laws, statutes, ordinances, instructions, and directions, 
in due execution, against us, our heirs and successors, 
a sufficient warrant and discharge. 

And 
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And further, our will and pleasure is, and ire do 
hereby for us, our heirs and successors, establish and 
ordain, That yearly, once in the year for ever hereafter, 
namely, the aforesaid Wednesday in May, and at the 
town of Newport, or elsewhere if urgent occas on do 
re(][uire, the Governor, Deputy Governor, and Assistants 
of the said Company, and other officers of the said 
Company, or such of them as the General Assembly 
shall think fit, shsdl be in the said General Court or Aa*- 
sembly, to be held from that day or time, newly chosen 
ibr the year ensuing, by the greater part of the »aid 
Company for tlie time being, as shall be then and there 
present* And if it shall happen, that the present Go- 
vernor, Deputy Governor, and Assistants, by these pi'e- 
sents appointed, or any such as shall hereafter be newly 
chosen into their rooms, or any of them, or any other 
officers of the said Company, shall die, or be removed 
from his or their several offices or places, before the 
said genera! day of election, (whom we do hereby de- 
clare for any misdemeanour or default, to be removable 
by the Governor, Assistants and Company, or such 
greater part of them, in any of the said public courts 
to be assembled, as aforesaid) that then, and in every 
such case, it shall and may be lawful to and for the said 
Goveraor, Deputy Governor, Assistants, and Company 
aforesaid, or such greater part of them so to be assem- 
bled, as is aforesaid, in any of their assemblies, to pro- 
c^eed to a new election of one or more of their company 
in the room or place, rooms or places, of such officer or 
officers, so dying, or removed, according to their direc- 
tions. And immediately upon and after such election 
or elections made of such Governor, Deputy Governor, 
Assistant or Assistants, or any other officer of the said 
Company, in manner and form aforesaid, the authority, 
office and power, before given to the former Governor, 
Deputy- Governor, and other officer and officers so re- 
moved, in whose stead and place new shall be chosen, 
shaNi as to him and them, and every of theni respec- 
tively, cease and detennine : — ^Provided always, and our 
will and pleasure is, that as well such as are by these 
presents appointed to be the present Governor, Deputy 

E Gov- 
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Governor, and Assistants of the said Company, as those 
which shall succeed tliem, and all other officers to be 
appointed and chosen as aforesaid, shall, before the un- 
dertaking the execution of the said offices and places re- 
.spectively, give their solemn engagement, by oath or 
Otherwise, for the due and faithful performance, of their 
duties, in their several offices and places before such 
person or persons, as are by, these presents hereafter 
appointed to take and receive the same ; — ^that is to say, 
the said Benedict Arnold, who is herein before nomi- 
nated and appointed the present Governor of the said 
Company, shall give the aforesaid engagement, before 
William Brenton, or any two of the said AssitaiHs, of 
the sdid Company, unto whom we do by these presents 
give full power and authority to require and receive the 
same : and the said William Brenton, who is hereby 
before nominated and appointed the present Deputy Go- 
vernor of the said Company, shall give the afores^d 
engagement, before the said Benedict Arnold, or any 
two of the Assistants of the said Company, unto whom 
we do, by these presents, give full power and autliority 
to require and receive the same ; and the said William 
Boulston, John Porter, Roger Williams, Thomas Ol- 
ney, John Smith, John Greene, John Cogeshall, James 
Barker, William Field, and Joseph Clarke^ ^ho ^e 
herein before nominated and appointed the present As- 
sistants of the Company, shall give the said engage.*, 
ment to their offices and places respectively belonging, 
before the said Benedict Arnold and William Brenton, 
©r one of them, to whom respectively we do hereby 
give full power and authority to require, administer, or 
receive the same. And further pur will and pleasure is, 
that all and every other future Governor, or Deputy Go- 
%'ernor, to be elected and chosen by virtue of these pre- 
sents, shail give the said engagement before two or 
more of the said Assistants of the said Company, for 
the time being, unto whom we do, by these presents, 
give full power and authority to require, administer or 
receive the same ; and the said Assistants and every pf 
them, and all and every other officer or officers, to be 
^.reafter ejected and chpsen by virtue of these pre^ 
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scTits, from time to time, '«hail. gifc xthe like engage- 
ments to their offices and: places respectively belonging, 
before the GdverDfop«r Deputy Goveroor, for the time 
being ; unto which said Governor^ or Deputy: Governor, 
we do by these presents give full power and authority, 
to require, admimstery or receive" tne same accordingly* 

And w€ do lifcewisef for uj^, xftitfheirsatnd* successors, 
give and grant unto liie said Governor .and Company, 
and their successors, by thesis: presents, that for the more 
peaceably and orderly governmdBt.of the j«tf id.plantations, 
it sh?J.l and may be lawful ior..th«'.GoiTemox, Deputy 
Governor, Assi tants>. aniallother oifioeDs, and minis- 
ters of the said Comply, in the adraioi^traiion of jus- 
tice, and . exercise of government^ ux the ^sdd, . planta- 
tions, to usd, exercise, and. put 4^ exeieutitm, 'such me- 
thod"^, rules, ordei^s, and directions> {ijost b«ing contra- 
ry and repugnsant to the laws and.^tattftes of this our 
realm) as ha^'e been heretofore gnveii, fiised) and accus- 
tomed in such, cases respectively, :tQibe put in practice, 
until at the next, or .some other. Genetal Assembly, 
especial provision shall be made in the cases afore- 
said. ; .' ..- . , :- . . , 

And we do further, for. us, our heirs> and successors, 
give and grant unto tlie said Governor and Company, 
and their successors, by these presents, that it shall and 
may be lawful to and for the .said Governor, or, in his 
ab'^ence, the Deputy Governor and major part of the 
Assistants, for the time being, at anytime, when the 
said General Assembly is not sitting, to nominate, ap- 
point and constitute sucli and so many commanders, 
governors, and military officers, as to them shall sc^m 
jequiaite, for tlie lead ngi conducting, and training up 
the inhabitants of the said plantations in martial a«airs, 
and for the defence and safeguard of the plantations ; 
and that it shall and maybfc lawful to and for all and 
every such commander, governor, and .military officer, 
that shajl be so as aforesaid, or by the Governor, or in 
his absence the Deputy Governor, and. six of the As-r 
^I'^taiits, and major part of the freeman of the said 
Company^ pre.ent at ^any General Assemblies, nomii- 
nated,. appointed and constituted, according to the ten- 
or 
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t>r of his and their respective .t:«>iitmiasion'saiKl- dlfee* 
iioos, to assemble, exercise .iti arnr&^ manshal arcay^ 
;ind put in wariike poidture, the inhahttants of said cck 
lony, for their spfecial defence and sa&ty ; and to lead 
ixx^ canduct the said - inhabitants^ and to encounter, re- 
])iilse, and resist by force of anns, as well by sea as by 
land^ to kUl, siayv and destroy, by all fitting ways, en- 
terprises^ and means- whialsoever^ alt and. ev<^ry such 
l)erson or. persons, as skaH at any time hereafter at- 
tempt or entei]|»ise the destmctton, ' invasion, detriment 
or a|inoyanc& of^ the aaid inhabitants or piamaticaia ; Mid 
to use and est^rdsetbe law martial, in such cases oi^y 
as occasion^ shall hecessaiily require; and to. take and 
fUrprisey by all- ways and means whatsoever,, all and 
erery sueh- person and persons with their ship or skips, 
armour, amtiiiOsEition, or other- goods of such, persons, 
as shall in hos^k manner invade or attempt t^e defeat* 
ingof tlie said plantation, or the hurt of the :%id Com^ 
pany lU)d inhabitants ; and upon just causes to invade 
and destroy the natives, Indians, or other enemies of 
the said colony. 

Nevertheless, our will and pleasure is, and we do 
henfeby declare, to die rest of our colonies in New-Eng- 
land, that it shall not be lawful for this our said colony 
of Rhode-Island and Providence plantations, in Ameri- 
ca, in New-England, to invade the natives inliabiting^ 
within the bounds and limits of the said colonies, with- 
out the knowledge and consent of the said other colo- 
nies. And it is hereby declared? that it shall not be 
lawfel to or for the i^st of the colonies to invade or mo- 
lest the native Indians, or any other inhabitants, inhab- 
iting within the boimds or fimits hereafter mentioned, 
(they having subjected themselves unto us, and being 
by us taken into our special protecCion^ without the 
knowledge and consent of theGovemor and Company of 
our colony of Rhode-Island and Providence plantations. 

Also our will and pleasure is, and we do hereby de- 
clare unto all Christian kings, princes and states, that if 
iemy person, who shall hereafter be of the said Compa- 
ny or plantation, or any other, by appointimetxt of the 
^|d Governor and Compioiy; for ihe time being, shall 

at 
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aft «iy time or times hereafter, rob of spdll, by sea or 
land) or do any hurt, or unlawful hostility, to any of 
the si^jects of us, our heirs and successors, or to any 
oftiie subjects of any Prince or State beifig then iu 
league with i», our heirs and miccessors ; upcn com- 
plaint of such injury done to' any euch Prince of Statft, 
or their subjects, we^ our heirs' and successors, will 
make^pen proctamation^ within any parts of onr realih 
of England, fit for that purpose, that the per^n or 
persons committir-g any such robbery or spoil) sh^, 
within the time limited by such proclSiniation, tnixff 
lull restitution or satifefaction of all such injuries done 
^r commiUed> so as the said prince, or others so com- 
plaining, may be fully satistied and contented ; antl 
if the said person or persons, who shall commit any 
Such robbery or &poil, shall not make satisfaction acco^ 
dingly, withirt such time so to be limitted, that thctt 
'We, our heirs and successors, will put sueh person or 
persons out of our allegiance and protection ; and that 
then it':Shall and may be lawful and free for ail princes 
- or others, to prosecute with hostility such offenders, and 
every of them, their and every of their procurers, ai- 
ders, abettors arid eoansellors in that behalf. 

Pixjvided also, and our express will and pleasure is* 
and we do by these present?, for us, our heirs and suc- 
cessors, ordain and appoint, that these presents shall 
not in any manner hinder any of our loving subjects 
^vhatsoever, from using and exercising the trade of ti?^h- 
ing upon the coast of New-England in America ; but 
that they, and every .oi'* any of them, shall have foUaml 
free power and liberty to continue and use the ti^de of 
iishing upon the said coast, in any of the seas thereun*- 
to adjoining, or aiiy arms of the sea, or salt-water, ri- 
vers and creeks,, where they liavc been accu*.tonved to 
fish ; and to build and set upon the waste land belong- 
ing to the said colony and plantations, such wharfs, sta-- 
ges, and working houses fas shall be necessary for the 
salting, drying, arid keeping of tlieir fish, to be taken 
or gotten upon tliat coast. 

Aad further, for the encouragement of the inhabitants 
of our said cojony of Providence plantation, to *et upon 

the 
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the businei$ o£ t»kirig. wh^h^jt shajil !>« Iawftil>ibr tbem^ 
or any of them, .havifi^ stuck a whak, duber^s <w atfeer 
great fisj^, 4ti or tbem t© pursue iwito Vhat coast, aad into 
any bay, nvet^ eove, Greek or shore, belonging, thereto, 
and it ,or them, upon .the sa.id coai«t, or in. the said bay, 
river, cove» creek or shore, belonging there to^ tto kill 
and .owler for tlie best advantage, without molestation, 
they making BQ.^il&l wa.:t^,or^poil ; any thing in these 
presei^ts Gont?iIne.d> or any^^- other matter or thing to 
the contrary notwithstanding. . 

- And further alio, we ai^ gtaciously pleased, and" do 
hereby deciare^ that if apy of tlie inhabitants of our 
said colony do set upon, the planting of vineyards, (the^ 
soil and climate both seeming naturally to concur to 
the production of vines) or be industrious in the dibcoy- 
ery of fishing banks, in or ^boiit the said colony, vre 
will, from time to time, give and allo'w a}l .due and fit- 
ting encouragement therein, as to otherji in cajes of 
iike nature. 

And forther, of our more ample grace, certain know- 
ledge, and mere motion, we have given and granted, 
and by these presents, for us, oqr heir* and successors, 
do give and grant unto the said Governor and Compa^ 
ny of the English colony of Rhode-Island and Provi- 
dence plantation, in the Narraganset bay, in New-Eng- 
land, in America, and to every inhabitant there, and 
to every person and persons trading thither, and to 
every such person, or persons, as are or shall be li-ee of 
the said colony, full power and authority, from time 
to time, and all times hereafter, to take, ship, trans- 
port, and carry away, out of any of our realms and do- 
minions, for and towards the plantation and defence ot 
the said colony, such and so many of our loving sub- 
jects, and stranger.^, as shall or will willingly accompa- 
ny them in and to their said colony and plantation, ex;- 
cept such. person, or persons, as are or shall be therein 
restrained by us, our heirs and successors, or any law 
or statute of tji is realm ; and ah o to ship and. transport 
all and all manner of goods, chatties, merchandise, and 
other: things whatsoever, th^t are or shall be useful or 
necessary for the said plantations^ and defence thei'C- 

of, 
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of, and usually transported, and not prohibited by any 
law or statute of this our realm : yielding and paying 
unto us, our heirsj and successors, such duties, customs 
and subsides, as are or ought to be paid or payable for 
the same. 

And fiirthier, our will and pleasure is, and we do, for 
us, our heirs and successor?, ordain, declare and grant, 
unto the said Governor and Company, and their succes- 
sors, that all and every the subjects of us, our heirs and 
succesfJors, which are already planted and ^-ettled within 
our said colony of Providence plantation, or which shall 
hereafter go to inhabit within the said colony, and all 
and every of their children which have been bom there, 
or shall hereafter be born there, or on the sea going 
thither, or returning from thence, shall have and enjoy 
all liberties and immunities of free and natural subjects, 
Tvithin any the dominions of Us, our heirs and successors, 
to all intents, constructions, and purpose*, whatsoever, 
as if they and every of them were bom within the realm 
of England. 

Arid further know ye, that we, of our more abundant 
grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given, 
granted, and confirmed, and by these presents, for us, 
our heirs and successors, do give, grant, and conRrm 
unto the said Governor and Company, and their suc- 
. cessors, all that part of our dominions in New-England, 
in America, containing the Nahantick and Nanhygan- 
sett, alias Narraganset Bay, and countries and parts ad- 
jacent, bounded on the West, or westerly, to the mid- 
dle or channel of a river there, commonly called and 
known by the name of Pawcatuck, alias Pawcawtuck 
river, and so long the said river, as the greater ot* mid- 
dle stream thereof reacheth or lies up into the North 
country ; Nortliward unto the head thereof, and from 
thence by a straight line drawn due North, until it meet 
with the South liiie of the Massachusetts Colony ; and 
on the North or Northerly, by the aforesaid South or 
Southerly line of theMassachusetts Colony or Plantation, 
and extending towards the East or Eastwardly, three 
English miles, to the East and Northeast of the most 
Eastern and North-Eastcrn parts of the aforesaid Nar- 

ra- ^^ 
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raganset Bay, as the. said bay UeUi of extendeth itself 
from the ocean on the South, or Southwardly, unto the 
mouth of the river which nmneth towards the town of 
Providence, and from thence along the Eastwardly side 
or bank of the said river (higher called by the name of 
Seacunk river,) up to the falls called Patucket Falls, be- 
ing the most Westwardly line of Plymouth Colony ; 
and so fi-om the said falls, in a straight line due North, 
until it meet with the aforesaid line of the Massachu^ 
setts Colony, and bounded on the south by the ocean, 
and in paiticulaf the lands belonging to the town of Pro- 
vidence, Patuxit, Warwicke, Misquamitiacock, alias 
Pawcatuck, and the rest upon the main land, in the 
tract aforesaid, together with Rhode-Island, Block-Is^* 
land, and all the rest of the islands and banks in the 
Narra^anset Bay, and bordering upon the coast of the 
tract aforesaid (Fisher's Island only excepted), together 
with all firm lands, soils, grounds, havens, t»orts, ri- 
Vers, waters, fishings, mines royal, and all ether mines> 
minerals, precious stones, , quarries, woods, wood- 
grounds, rocks, slates, and all and singular other com- 
modities, jurisdictions, royalties, privilege's, franchises^ 
pre-eminences, and hereditaments whatsoever, within 
the said tract, bounds, lands, and islands aforesaid to 
them or any of them belonging, or In anywise apper- 
taining — ^to have and to hold the same, mito the said 
Governor and Company, and their iauccessors forever 
upon trust, for the use and benefit of themselves and 
associates, freemen of the said colony, their heirs and 
assigns ; — to be holdeh of us, our heirs and successors, 
cts of the manor of East-Greenwich, in our county of 
Kent, in free, and common soccage, and not in capite, 
nor by Knight's service ; — yielding and paying therefor 
to -us, our heirs, and successors, cmly the fifth part of 
ail the ore of gold and silver, which, from time to time> 
and at all times hereafter, shall be there gotten, had 
or obtained, in lieu and satisfaction of all services, 
duties, fines, forfeitures, made or to be made, claims 
or demands whatsoever, to be to us, our heirs or suc- 
cessors, therefore or thereabout* rendered, made pr 
""^id ; any grant or clause, in a larfs grant to the Goveta- 

or 
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or and Company of Connecticut colony, in Amenca, to 
the oontrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding; ; the 
aforesaid Pawcatuck river having been yielded, after 
much debate, -for the fixed :and certain bounds between 
these our said colonies, by the agents thereof, who have 
also agreed, that the said Pawcatuck river shall also be 
called alias Narrowgancettor Narrowgansett River, and 
to .prevent Riture ^disputes that might otherwise arise 
thereby, ^forever hereafter shall be construed, deemed 
and taken to be the Narrowgancett River, in our late 
-grant to Connecticut Colony, mentioned as the easterly 
bounds of that Colony. 

Ami further, our will and pleasure is, that in all mat- 
ters of public controversies, which may fall out between 
our Colony of Providence plantations, to make their ap- 
peal tlicrein to us, our heirs and successors, for i^dress 
in such -cases, within, this our realm of England ; and 
Ihat it shall be lawful to and for the inhabitants of 
the said Colony of Providence plantations, without let or 
molestation, to pass and repass with freedom into and 
through the rest of the English Colonies, upon their 
lawful and civil occasions, and to converse, and hold 
commerce, and trade with such of the inhabitants of 
our English Colonies, as shall be willing to admit them 
thereunto, they behaNdng themselves jjeaceably among 
them ; any act, clause, or sentence, in any of the saki 
Colonies provided, or that shall be provided, to the con^ 
jtrary in anywise notwithstanding. 

And lastly, we do for us, our heirs, mul successors, 
ordsdn and grant, unto the said Governor and Conrpany, 
and their successors, by these presents, that these our 
letters patent shall be tlrm, good, effectual, and avail- 
ble, in all things in the law, to all intents, construe • 
tions, and purposes whatsoever, according to our true 
intent and meaning herein before declared, and shall be 
constinied, reputed and adjudged, in all cases, mo«t fa- 
vourably on the behalf, and for the best benefit and 
l)ehoof of the said Governor and Company, and their 
successors, although express mention, &c« — In witness^ 
J|px>— Witness; &c« Per Jjisum Begem, 

E 3 tXhfli 
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[Th^ State, of Rliode-Island and Prcmdietice plaata* 
tions has not assumed a form, of govenutient different 
from that in the foregoing chapter. . For iu that, the 
king ceded to the Governor and Company, all powers, 
legislative, executive, ^d judicial, reserving to him- 
self, as an acknowledgement of his sovereignty, a render 
of the fifth part of the gold and silver ore that should 
he; found wkhin the territory.- The Governor, Chief 
Magistrates, and Legislators $tre chosen by the freemen 
as usual, and all judicial and executive othcers ai*e an- 
nually elected by the Governor and Company, or upper 
and lower House of Assembly. All processes> original 
and judicial, formerly issued in the King's name, but 
they nov*^ issue in the name of the Governor and Com- 
pany. The oaths of allegiance and iOf ofl&ce are made 
confojmal^le ta tlie principles of the Revolution. The 
Governor, in his legbslative capacity, cannot give a ne- 
gative to any act of the two Houses ; but, in common 
v/ill> the other Magistrates, has one voice only. 

The State is divided into five counties, in each of 
which there is a Court of Coinnion Pleas and General 
Sessions of the Peace, held twice every year, for the 
toal of all causes not capital, that arise within their 
limits I from \yhich an appeal lies to the Superior 
Coui^, of; Judicature, Court of Assize and General Jail 
pejivery, wjiose Jurisdiction extends over the whole 
^tate, and who also sitvtwicea year in each county. The 
Constitution admits not of i^ligious establishments, any- 
further than depends upon the voluntary choice of indi- 
viduals. All men professing one Supreme Being, are 
cqualiy protected by the laws, and no particular sect can 
claim pre-eminense.] 



CONNECTICUT, 

Account of the Conjlttution of CormtBicuf, . . , ^ 

CONNECTICUT is divided into fix counties, and 
each county is divided into a number of towns,-^ 
Each town has a riglit to fend two Rcprefentatives to 
the General Court of Affembly. The Genera! Court 
confirts of two branches, called the Upper and Lower 
Houfe. The Upper Houie is compofed of the Governor, 
Dep.Governor, and 12 Adiftanrs osCounfellors ; and the 
L.rioufe, of theRepvefeniatives of the fcveral towns.-^- 
This Court has the fole power to make and repeal laws, 
grant levies, difjv>re of lands, belonging to the State, 
to particular towns and peribns ; to ere^ and Hile judi- 
catories and ofllceri, as tiiey shall fee necedary for the 
good government of the People; alio to call to account 
any Court, Magi^lrate, or other Officer, for any mif- 
demeanor ormal adminiftration,; and for jull caufe may 
fine, difplace, or remove them, or deal otherwife, af 
the nature of the cafe shall require ; and deal or a^ 
in any other matter that concerns the ^ood of the State, 
except the election of Governor, Deputy-Governor, 
Affillants, Treafurer, and Secretary, which shall be 
done by the freemen, at the yearly Court of Election, 
unlefs there be any vacancy, by realbn of death or o- 
tberwife, after the eled^ion, which may be filled up 
by the General Court. This Court has power alfo^ 
for reafbns fatisfac^lory to them, to grant fufpenfion, 
releafe^ and jail delivery upon reprieve, in capital and 
eriminal cafes* The General Court has two Hated 
fef!ions annually^ on the Second Tburfday of May and 
October. ^ 

The Governor, or In his abfcnce, the Deputy-Gover- 
nor, .may . call the Aficmbly, on fpecial emergencies, 
to meet at any other time. The Governor, Deputy. 
Governor^ Affiffants and Secretary, arc annually ele<Sl- 
«d on the feco^id Thurday in May. The Reprelenta- 
tlves are newly chofen for each dated feilion. The^ 

Judges 
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Judges and Juftices are annually appointed by theGtn* 
er«l Court 5 tlie fame p^rfuns are commonly re'ctppoint-' 
ed, fruin time to time, enuring their capacity to Tervcy 
unlefs guilty of mifbehaviour. The Sherilfs are appoint- 
ed by the Governor «ind Council^ without liinitatioo of 
tiuie ; but may be fuperfeded by the authority that ap« 
points them. The Governor, for the time being, is 
Captairt-Gcneral of the ^niiitia ; the Depury-Gotcrnor, 
LieurenanX' General; the other general offictfrs, «mJ 
the field officers, are appointed by the General Court » 
and commlffioncd by the Governor, Tire captains arid 
fubaUerns are chofen by the vote df the company ^nct 
hbuilholdcrs living vvithtn the lit^its of the compatry ^ 
the perfons, Co chofen, rnoil be approved by the Gcrr- 
cr^l Cdort, and commtffiotied by thit Govertior, btfme 
they have po\ver to execure therr offices. All the toih 
itary officers hold their orfices during thfc pleafiire of the 
Aifertibly 5 nor can they religti theSr cothmlEioiis, with-, 
buc leave of the Captain-Gederal, uiider petiSiUy of do- 
ing duty in the ranks, as ptivate ibldiets. The nfiodc 
^f electing the Governor, Deputy- Governor, Afliftatits^ 
Treafurer, aud Secretary, is, that the freeman, in the 
feveral towns, me^et oi\ the Monday n^xt after the firil 
Tuefday i» April, annually (beitig the day appointed 
by law for that pur pofc, and chootiisg Reprefeotati\es) 
and give in their voteis for the perfons they cboole for 
faid offices rcfpedtiiely* with their names tvriiren on 
^ piece of paper, which votes are received and iealrd 
hp by It cooftaWe, in the freieitien^ meeting — the votes 
fbreach of faid offices, iti a different j;aper-^\«rifiiig 
bbthebutfide the nathe of the town, and the ofHce, 
Ibr which the Votes ai-e given in ; which arefent by the 
Keprefent stives, to the General Court, to be held on 
«ic Tecond Thurfday of May next enfuing, aj Which 
time, aficf the Hcufe 6f Reprefetitatives hfcVe cbofcii 
A Speaker and Clerk, a Committee is chofen of Mem* 
btrs of both HoLifes, to fort an I courtt the voteii, and 
irleclate the nanits of the peribns chofen ro faid offices* 
Any freeman, qualified to vote for Kepr<?feotatives, &c« 
may b^ elected to aiiy nfHce in the goVemmeiit. la 
cbooilitg; AfliHantSi t^enf/ ][:etroQS are nominated by 

tlie 
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tVieV^esof thie free men , given in at their meeting for 
chooiliig S^epreientatives in Septeml^er aoiiuaily, a^d 
iealed up and feot to the General Court in O(ilober 
then next ; xvhick are counted by a cooiinitteeot' borh 
Hoai'es^ and the twenty pcrlbns, whobave thegrcateit 
uumber of votei^, (land in nomination, out off which 
number, twelve are to be chofen afHilants, by the free- 
men, the next April, in manner afore delcribed. 

The qual ideations requiiite to entitle a perieti to 
vote in ele^ions of the oilicers of government,^ are ma- 
turity in years, quiet and peaceable behaviour, a civil 
coDverfation, and forty fhillings freehold) or fortypounds 
perf&nal eftates if the Scle<^lmen of the town certify 
a perfon qualiiied in thofe refpetfls, he is admitted a 
freeman, on bis taking an caih of fidelity to the State. 

Ttie names of all that are thus admit te J, are enroll- 
ed in the Town Cteik's office, and continue freemen 
^ring life, unle&disfranchifed .by a (entence of the Su- 
perior Court^ oji convi^ton of a^nifdemeauor* 

The Governor, or, in his abfence, the Deputy -Go- 
vernor, in the Upper Houfe-^and the Speaker in the 
Liower Houfeof Affembly — have a carting voice, when 
the Members of the refpe(5iive Hcwfes, including the 
Governor and Speaker, are equally divided in opinion 
on any quefiion. 

There isi in this State, a Superior Court, confining 
of one Chief Judge, and four other Judges, who have 
authority in all criminal cafes, extending to life, limb, 
and banilbment, and to hear and determine all civil ac- 
tions, brought by appeal from the county Courts, or 
on writs of error. This Court alfo hath authority in 
all matters of divorce. There are two flared feilions 
ok the Superior Court, in each county annually. 

There arc alfo County Courts held in the fevcral 
counties, confiding; of one Judge and four Juftices of 
the quorum, who have jurifdidlion in all criminal cafes, 
anting within their refpc^^ivc counties, where the pun- 
iibment does not extend to life, limb, or banifiiment. — 
The County Courts alfo, have original jurifdi^ion m 
all civil aAbnS| wherein the demand exceeds forty (hil- 
lings. 

The 
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The Superior and County Courts try raatfers of faft» 
by a jury, according to the courfe of coniition k\y, 

Jullices ot the Peace have authority to bear and de- 
termine civil anions, where the demand does not ejc- 
cetd forty (billings. They alfo have authority, in fome 
cafes of a criminal nature, punifhable by fine not ex- 
ceeding forty (hillings, or whipping not exceeding ten 
ilripes, or fitting in the ftocks. 

This State is alfo divided into a number of probate 
diftridls, lefs than counties ; in each of which is ap- 
pointed a Judge for the -probate of wills, granting ad- 
miniftration on inteflate cflares, ajppointing guardians 
for minors, ordering diftribution of inteOare estate*, 
&c. An appeal lies, from any decree of this Court, 
to the Superior Court. 

The Superior, County, and Probate Courts appoint 
their refpedtive Clerks. 

The General Court has, till very lately, been the on- 
ly Court of Chancery in this State. But by a late laiv, 
the County Courts determine matters of equity, from 
five pounds to two hundred value ; the Superior Court 
from two hundred to eight hundred pounds value ; and 
the General Afleriibly, all cafes exceeding tiie laft men- 
tioned fum. 

All attornies at law are admitted and fworn by the 
County Courts; there is no Attorney General, but 
there ufed to be one King's Attorney in each County ; ^ 
hut (incethe King has abdicated the Government, they 
are now attornies to the GoverQor and Company. 
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NEW YORK. 

Conflitutiw t>f. the State of Ne*w York^ ejlablifhed by the Con* 
^jcntien, autheriftd and empowtred for that fur poftj j^pril 
*o, 1777. 

THIS Convention) in the name and by the autho- 
rity of the good people of this Stare, doth or- 
daia, determine and declare, that noauthoriiy sball^ on 
any pretence whatfocvcr, be exeicifed over the peo- 
ple or mennbers of this State, but fuch as shall be de- 
rived from and granted by ihem. 

II. This Convention doth further, in the name and 
by the authority of the good People of this State, or- 
dain, deterniine and declare, that the Supreme Legif- 
lative power, within this State, (hail be veOed in two 
feparate and diitin^ bodies of men — the one to be call- 
cdy the AfTembly of the State of New-York — the other 
to be called^ the Seriate of the Stare of New-York — 
who together Ihall form the Legiflature, and meet 
once at leaft in every year for the dilpatch of bufinels. 

III. And whereas, laws^ inr.onGllent with the fpi- 

rii of this Cooiiitution, or with the public good, may 

be haiHly and unadvifedly paffed, be it ordained, that 

the Governor, for the time being, the Chancellor, and 

the Jndges of the Supreme Court — or any two of them 

together with the Governor^hall be, aud hereby are, 

contlituted a Council, to revife all bills about to be 

palTed' fnro laws by the Legiflature; and for that 

purpofe Ihall airemble themfelvcs from time to time, 

^vhen th^ Legiflature ihall be convened ; for which, ne- 

verthelefs, they fhall not recei\^e any^ falary or 

conlideratton, under any pretence whatever. And 

that all bills, which have paflfed the Senate and Af- 

fembly, ihall, before they become lavVs, be prefented 

to the faid Cotincil," for their rerifal and confideraiioh : 

and jR open fuch revifion^and confideration, it ihould 

^ appear tm-^roper to the f^id'Countil, or a majority of 

them, tliat tUc^ted iiW flioold' btconde a law "of this 

State 
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Stare, that they return the fa m?, together with their 
obje<^ioi» tirereto in ^vrrtfng, to the Senate crfidnfe 
of AiFecnbly (in whichibever the fame fliall have origi- 
nated) who (hall enter the obie6tions, lent down by the 
Ci)unci}| at large in their niinntes, and proceed tore* 
confider tiie faid bill. But if, 4^f(er fuch reconfidera* 
tion, two-thirds of the faid Senate or Houfeof Ailein* 
bly, ihall notwithilanding the faid obje^Hons^ agree to 
pafs the fame, ic ihall^ together with the objeiflious^ 
be fent to the other branch of the Legfflature, wliere 
it fliall alfo be re-confide red, ami if approved by two- 
thirds of the members prefcnt, fhall be a law. 

And in order ro prevent any unnecettary delays, be 
it further ordained, that if any bill fball not be rJe'tiirn* 
ed by the Coancil^ withm ten days after it (hall have 
bfeen presented, the fame (hall be a law^ gtilefs the 
Le|rillatur6 fltally by thefr adjoornmeirr, render a re- 
turn of the faid bill wiihln ten day^ impradlicable ; 
in which cafe, the bill ihall be returned on the fir/l day 
of the meeting of the Legiflature, after the esCplratioa 
of the faid ten days. 

IV. That the AfTembly (hall confirt of at leaft fevcn- 
ty members, to be annually chofcn in tbe feveral coon* 
ties, in the proportions following, viz. — ^For the 



thcCcunty of Orange, four 
'■'* " King'si i-wo 
- Richmoiidf two 
. Tryon, fix 

■ Chailotte, f^nr 
Cumberland, three 
. Gloucefter, two 



City and Comity of N.York, nine 

' ' Albany, ten 

The County of Duchcfs, fevcn 

Weft-chefter, fix 

Ulfter, fix 

Suffcllf, five 

' ' Queen's, four 

.V, That as fuon after the expiraticoof feven years, 
{fubfequcnt to the termination of the prefent war)^ 
as may be, a cenfus of the ele^lors and inhabitants in 
thisiState be taken, under the diredionof the Legifla- 
cure. And if, on Inch cenfus, it (hall appear, that the 
number of tleprefentativ^s in A(!bmbly,, from the faid 
counties, is not jul).ly proportioned to the number of 
€W<nors, in t tie faid counties rcfpe£iivcly, that tbe 
Lcgiflature do a^luil and appprgon fh^ f^me by tbac 
rule. And further, thsitonc^ in every (even ytars, 
after the <aki(\g of tl]^^ r^i4 %ft cvafiij, a juU account 

of 
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of the deA6rS| reftderit in eachcoiratf^ (h^Hbc taken i 
and if it fhail thereupon appear^ tbac the immber of 
elcrdors, in any county, fhail have increafed or dimm<« 
ifhed one or roorc leventieth pafw ol the whole number 
of cle^tor$y which, on tho laid iirfl cenins, Ihali be 
found iii this jState, the number of Repreientativ^s for 
fuch county fiiallbe increaied or diminilhed accordingly 
— tbac is tofay, lune Keprefentaciv^ for every leventi- 
eth part as aforefaid. 

VI. And whereas, an opinion bath long prevailed a* 
nion^ divers of the good people of this i^tace, that vot- 
ing ac elections by ballot, would rend more to preserve 
the liberty and equal freedom of the people, than loot- 
ing viva voctt z-h^ToiUe end y therefore, that a fair ex« 
pcrimcnt be made, which of thole two methods of vot- 
ing is to be preferred :— 

Be U ordained, that as foon as. may be after the ter- 
mination of the prefent war between the United Stares 
ot America and Great Britain, an a^ or adis be pafTcd 
by theLegiilature of this State, for (cauiingaileledions 
thereafrer to be held in this State, for Senators and Re- 
prefentatives in AfTeoibly, to be by ballot, and direct- 
ing the manner, in which the fame fhall be condud^ed. 
And whereas ic is poihble,. that after all thv care 
of the Legiflature, in framing the fa id act or a(5ts, cer- 
tain inconveniences, and mifchiefs, unfortfeen at this 
day, may be found to attend the laid mode of eledlin^ 
by ballot : 

It is further ordained, that if, after & full and fair 
experiment ihall be made of voting by ballot aforefaid, 
the fame fhall be found lefs conducive to the fafety or in- 
i^rcrt of the Stare, than the method of voting <vlvu 'vcce^ 
it (hall be-lawfiil and conlVitutional for the Legillatiue 
to abolilh the fame; provided, two-rhirdsof the Mem- 
bers prefent in each Houfe reTpe(i'iivelyfl Ihall concur 
therein? And further, that, durinj; the continuance of 
the prefent war, and until the Legiflarure ot this State 
fliall provide for the eledlion of Senators aud Repre- 
fentatives in Affbmbly, by ballot, the^faid eleaions ihall 

be made *vi^a vice. 

That 
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VII4 That every male inhabitant^ of full age ^ Who 
shall have personally resided within one of the coun- 
ties of this State for six months immediately ppeceding" 
the day of election, shall at such election, be entitled 
to vote for Representadves of the said county in Assem- 
bly ; if during the time aforesaid, he shall have been 
a freeholder, possessing a freehold of the value of ti^^en- 
ty pounds, within the said couQty, or have ' rented a 
tenement therein, of the yearly value of forty shillings, 
and been rated and actually paid taxes to this State : — 
provided, always, that every person, wlio now i^ a free- 
man of the city of Albany, or who was made a freeman 
of the city of New- York, on or before the fourteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-live, and ' shall be actual- 
ly and usually resident in the said cities respectively, 
shall be entitled to vote for Rifepresentatives in Assembly 
within his said place of residence. 

VIII. That every elector, before he is admitted to 
vote, shall if required by the returning officer, or either 
of the inspectors, take an oath, or, if of the people 
called Quakers, an affirmation of allegiance to the State* 

IX. That the Assembly, thus constituted, shall chuse 
their own Speaker, be judges of their own members^ 
and enjoy the same privileges, and proceed in doing 
business, in like manner, as the assemblies of the coIo - 
ny of New- York of right formerly did ; and that a ma- 
jority of the said members shall, from time to time, con- 
stitute a House, to proceed upon business. 

X. And this Convention doth further, in the name 
and by the authority of the good People of this State, 
ordain, determine, and declare, that the Senate of the 
State of New-York shall consist of twenty-four freehol- 
ders; to be chosen out of the body of the freeholders, 
and by the freeholders of this State, possessed of free- 
holds of the value of one hundred pounds, over and 
above all debts charged thereon. 

XI. That the members of the Senate be elected for 
four years ; and immediately after the first election, 
they be divided by lot into four classes, six in each class, 
and numbered one, two, three, and four ; that the seats 

of 
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oF the first class shall be vacated at the expiraticm of 
the ijrst year, the second class the second year, and so 
on continually ; to the end, that the 4th part of the Se- 
nate, as nearly as possible, may be annually chosen. 

XII. That the election of Senators shall be after this 
manners that so much of this State as is now parcelled 
into counties, be divided into four distiicts ; tlie South - 
tin district to comprehend the city and county of New- 
Vork, SutTolk, West Chester, Kings, Queens, ^Jid 
Hichmond counties ; the middle district to ccmpre- 
^''^^nd the counties of Duchess, Ukter, and Oiaj.; e ; 
the Western district, the city and county of AiJ>kXiy, 
i^ud Tyron county ; and the Eastern district, the cc;:n- 
ties of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester. '1/it 
the Senators shall be elected by the freehclders of ti*t 
said districts, in the proportions following : to vit, in tr*-b 
Southern district, nine ; in the middle oltiizcu Sii:<; lu Uj*: 
Western district, six; in the E-asttm cistrct, ti>ree*— ^ 
And be it ordained, that a census sh^Ji be t«k.*:i2. &'•> uy^zi 
as may be, after the expiration of seven yetr^ *'r*/r:< *r,rr 
termination of the present wiir, urider ihe ci?'*:;'n <>?, r_f 
the Legislature ; and if, on such cen!ijs- H bL'^li I'^iftz::* ^ 
that the number of Senators is not juuly prr,por.:*>:>^*^ 
to the several districts, that the I>e^is!itjj:r- i-oi-.e?. ^j^^ 
proportion, as near as may be, to tl.e r.\\Ti?.jtr <A fr-r*. 
holclera, qualified as aforesaid, in eisx,h clt*r:<^t- 'iJL-ir- 
when the number of electors, wrlthiu ij,y 'A 'Ia %iw»- 
tVittiicts, shall have increased one tv/eniy ifj\,rji '/kjr^ ^Z 
the whole number of electors, which, by tritr vsn^'i '>_— * 
aus, shall be found to be in this Stale, ar* aii^cr..v;:i: --^^ 
iialor shall be chosen by tiie electors of %\y^i^ c.y.»*^^ 
That a majority of the number of Ser»av>»Tu to \4t *,i^2^ 
sen as afoix^said, sha^l be necessary to c/viiUo.'.^ at V^ 
ate, auilicient to pmceed upon b»j^ine4,v ; zs/i lii^.t *^ 
Senate shall in like manner with tLe AvuemUy, s^-^ ,^ 
judges of its own members. And b«r it or/l?j;riC<i, -1^ ^*^ 



ther and other counties and districts, a& saaii to i- ,^^^ 
iippear necessary. "-^-^ 
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XIIL Aad this Convention doth lurther^ in tiie^namc 
And by tjie authority of the good people of this States 
ordsdn, determine^ and declare, that no member of > tbib 
State shaU be disfranchised, or deprived of any pf tho 
rights or privileges secured to the subjects of this State 
by thisGonstitution> unless by the law of the land, or the 
judgement of his peers. 

XIV. That neither the Assembly nor the Senjtte shnil 
have tlie power to adjourn t-hem selves for A«y JoTiger 
time tlian two days, without the mutual consent of both. 

XV. That whenever the Assembly and Senate disa- 
gree, a conference >hajl be held, in the presence oi 
both, and be managed by committees, to be by them 
respectively chosen by ballot. That the doors, both oi 
the Senate and Assembly shall at all times be kept open 
to all persons, except when the welfare of th# State 
shall requii-e their debates to be k^t secret. And the 
journals of all their proceedings shall be kept, in the 
manner heretofore accustomed by the General Assem- 
bly of the colony of New-York; and (except such part -^ 
as Uiey shall as aforesaid respectively deteinnine not tc 
make public) be from day to day (if the business oi 
the Legislature will permit) published. 

XVI. It is nevertheless provided, that the number 
of Senators shall never exceed one hundred, nor t!ie 
number of Assembly, three hundred ; but that when- 
ever the number of Senators shall amount to one hiin- 
<lredt or of the Assembly to three hundred, then anJ 
in such case, the Legislature shall, from time to time, 
thereafter^ by laws for that purpose, apportion and dis- 
tribute the said one hundredSenators, and three hundred 
Representatives, among the great dismcts and counties 
of this State, in proportion to th^ number of their re- 
spective electors ; so that the reprelfentatioa of the good 
people of this State, both in the Senate and Assembly, 
{^all forever remain proportionate and adequate. 

XVIL And this Convention doth-further, inthe name 
and by the authority of the good people of this Statc> 
43rdain, determine, and declare^ that the Supreme Exe- 
cutive Power and autfaonty of^his State, shall be vested 
fei a Governor ; a^d tlmt statedly, once in eveiy three 

years 



mspend (he execution of \be seutL-nce vn-'M 
The wpoited to tlic Lcgislatiii-e at the' 
rllng ; mui lliL-y slinlt cither pavlon > 

.of thf rritnnialy or grant a fm-tlier r 

"hat iw shall be the duty of the Governor, i 
t-cgSktun;, lit erery BOBsion, of the fond. 
■Slstc, so far lis may respect liU dcijartmeiitrj 
l)d such iti3IIci-g to their ciiiisideratioD, fig 
fa him to concern its is^tjod goTcnuncnl 
lid pro3pcHty i to corre.ipond with the Contfl 
ngpcss, and other States ; to transact all 
\ame3ii with tlie officios dF goTemment, ■ 
ilaiy ; to take cai'c that the lawn arc faithfiilq 
iiectitiH), to Uic best of his ahilityj anifio cxpeditcl 
D such measures as may be resolved upon by the I^gi^ 
tloturc ' 

'XX. That a Lieutenant Governor ahall, at cverj- 
electlon of a Governor, (.ind as often as the Lieutenant 
Governor iihtill die, resigu, or be removed fmm office) 
bt elected In the ^inc manner with the Governor, to 
i^ijiiitc in dfRce until, the next election of a Cover- 
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nor 9hail, by virtue of his office, be President of the 
Senate, aiid, upon an equal division, have a casting 
voice in their clecisionsj^ut not vote on any other oc- 
casion. '.■']_ 

And in case of the impeachment of the Governor^ 
or his removal from office, death, resignation, or ab- 
sence from the State, the Lieutenant Governor shall 
exercise all the power and authority appertaining to 
the office of Governor, until another be chosen, or the 
Governor, absent or Lmpeach€;d, shall return or be ac- 
quitted. Provided, that where the Governor, shall, 
with the consent of the. Legislature, be out of the 
State, in time of' war, at the head of a military force 
thereof, he shall still continue in his command' of all 
the military fqrce of the State both by sea Or land. 

XXL That whenever the government §J?^ be ad- 
ministered by the Lieutenant Governor, or . Jje shall 
be unable to attend as president of the Senate, the^ Sen- 
ators shall have power to elect one ot tlit^ir . own meni- 
bers to the office of President of the Senate, which he 
shall exercise pro hiic vice. And if, during such va- 
cancy of the office of Governor, the Lieutenant. Go- 
nemor shall be impeached, displaced, resign, die, or 
be absent from the State, the President of the Senate 
shall in like manner as the Lieutenant Governor, ad- 
minister the government, until others shall be elected 
by the suffrage of the people, at the succeeding elec- 
tion. ' ' 

XXIL And this Convention doth further, in the name 
and by the authority of the good People of thisSt^te, or- 
dain, determine and declare, that tlie Treasurer of this 
State shall be appointed by "act of the Legislature, to 
originate with the Assembly ; pmvided that he shall 
not be elected out of either branch of the Legislature. 

XXIII. That all o.iicers, other than tliose, vyrho, by 
this Constitution, are directed to be otherwise appoint- 
ed, shall be appointed in the manner following ; to wit, 
the Assembly shall once in every year openly nomi- 
nate and appoint one of the Senators from each great 
district, which Senators shall form a Council for the 
appointment of the s^d ofticep, of which the. Cover 

nor 
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nor for the time being, or the Lieutenant Governor, or 
the President of the Senate, (when they shall respec- 
tively administer the Govemnient) shall be President 
and have a casting voice, but no other vote ; and with 
the advice and consent of the said Council, shall ai>- 
point.all the said officers ; and that a morjority of the 
said Council be a quorum. And further, the said Sen- 
ator shall not be eligible to the said Council for two 
years successively. 

XXIV. That all military officers be appointed during 
pleasure ; that all commissioned biiicers, civil, ^nd mil- 
itaiy, be commissioned by the Governor ; and tliat the 
Chancellor, the Judges of the Supreme, and tirst Judge 
of the County Court in every county, hold theii^ offices 
during good behaviour, or until they (hall have , respec- 
tively attained the age of sixty yeaiii. 

XXV. That the Chahcellcr, and Judges of the Su- 
preme Court, shall not, at the same time, hold any 
other office, excepting that of Delegate ao the General 
Congress, upon special occasions ; ,aiid that the first 
Judges of the County Courts, in the several counties, 
shall not, at the same time, hold any other office, ex- 
cepting that of Senator, or Delegate to the General 
Congress, But if the Chancellor, or either of :^he said 
JudgeS) be elected, or appointed to any other oillce, ex- 
cepting' as is before excepted, it sljall be at his option 
in which to serve. . - 

XXVI. That Sheriff's and. Coroners be annually ap- 
pointed ; and that no person shall be capable of holding 
either of the said oixlces, more than four years succes- 
sively.; nor the Sheriff of holdmg any other office at the 
same. time. 

XXVII. And be it further ordained, that the Regis- 
ter, and Clerks in Chancery, be appointed by the Chan- 
cellor ;.tJafi Clerks of the Supreme Court, by the Judges 
of tlie said Court ; the Clerk of the Court of Probate, 

4 by the Judge of the said Court ; and the Register and 
Mi'.rshai erf the Court of Admiralty, by the Judge of the 
Admiralty. The said Marshal, Registers, and Clerks, 
to continue in office during the pleasure of, those, by 
whom they are to be appointed, as aforesaid. 

And 
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And thai all attomiesf solkitors, and oounsdion at 
law, hereafter to be J4>pQinted, he q>pointed by the 
court, and licensed by the first Judge of tJhe <:oiHti in 
which they shall respectively plead or practise ; and be 
reflated by the rules and jorders of the said courts* 

XXVIli. And be it further ordained, that wliere, by 
this C««ivention,i the duration.. of any office shall not be 
ascertained, such ofiice shsdl be construed to be held du- 
ring the pleasure of the Council of Appointment : Pro- 
vided that new commissons shall be issued to Judges of 
the Coimty Courts (other than to the first Judge) and to 
Justices €rf tlie Peace, once at the least in every three 
years. 

XXIX. That Town-Clei^s, Supervisors, Assessors, 
Constables, Collectors, and all other ofiBcers, heretofore 
eligible by the people, shall always conthiue to be so 
'eligible, in the manner directed by^the present or future 
acts oftlie Legiidature* 

That Loan-Officers, County 'TteasuDers, and Clerks 
of the Supervisors^ continue to be appointed in the man- 
ner-directed by the present or future acts of the L^is- 

lature* 

XXX. That Delegates to represent this State in the 
General Congress of the United States of America, be 
annually appointed as follows ; to wit, The Senate and 
Assembly shall each openly nominate as. many j^er&ons, 
as shall be equal to the whole number of Delegates to 
be appointed ; after which nomination, they sliall meet 
together, and those persons named in bpth lists shall be 
Delegates ; and out of those persons, whose names are 
not m both lists, one half shall be chosen by the joint 
ballot of the Senators and Members of Assembly, so 
met together as aforesaid. 

XXXI. That the style of all laws sliallbe as follows, 
to wit, " Be it enacted by the People of the State of 
New-York represented in Senate and Assembly :** And 
that all writs and other proceedings, shall run in the 
name of TVie Peqfile of the Siatc ^ J/env^York^ and be 
tested in the name of the Chancellor, or Chief Judge of 
the Court, fi-om whence they shall issue. 

And 



XXXn. And ttes Coiivfei«i<5ft Ooflt luHher, iff tlic 
name and by the authority ot the' g60d pctiple o^ this 
Slater ol^aitii, det^miine and declare; that a Court 'shall 
be instituted for the trial of impeachmentJi, and the 
€cn^ctlon of errora, uftdtr the regulations which shaH 
be established by this Legislature, a^d to consist of the 
Pr«ski€nt of the Senate, fof Uie timfe being, and tiie 
Senators^ Chasceltor, and Judges Of the Supreme Court, 
or the major part of them ; except that vpiien an im- 
peachment shsdl be prosecuted against the Chancellor, 
er either of the Judges 6i the Supreme Court, the 
person so im|feQched, shaH be suspended from exerci* 
sing his-olKce, Until his aequittal i ahd5 ill Hke manner, 
n^ensiii appeal, Irom a decree ift equity, shall be heard, 
tfee Chancelkir shall inform the Coutt^f thc'reasoii^ of . 
hiB decree, but shall not hate sf Voice in the final senr 
teiice« And if the cause to be determined, shall be 
brought trpby writ of error j on a question of law, on a 
judgment in the hupreme Court, the Judges of' that 
Cjourt shall assign the reasons cff sUch their judgriient, 
iiUt shall not have a voice for its affirmance or refversal- 

XXXIIL That the power of impeafchihg all officer* 
of the State, for mal and corrupt conduct in their re- 
spective officJes, be vested in tht representatives of thd 
people in Assembly ; but that it shall always be neces* 
sary, that •tw6-third parts of the members present shall 
consent to aaid agree in such impeachment. That pre- 
▼iOttS to the trial of every impeachment, the members 
of the said Court shall respectively be sworn, truly and 
impartially to try and determine the charge in question^ 
according to evidence ; and that no juc^mcnt of the 
said Court shall be valid, unless it be assented to by 
two-third parts of the members then present; nor shaH 
it extend farther, tha^n to a removal from olBce, and 
disqualiiicatioU to hold aiid' enjoy any pface 6f hoaour, 
trust, br profit^ under this State. Bat the party so con- 
victed, ^hdl be, iieviertheless, liaWe and subject to in^ 
dictment, triail, judgment, and puniShm'ent, according^ 
to the law& of the kindr 

XXXIV, And it is fwrther ordained, thai hi every* 
tylal on im^^ij[$hiiKiaty Or indictnleM for cnmeii or mis- 

F dc- 
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4enieftnors^tbe p^rty in^m9cbed or Indlcied^ ^hitXihtdl^ 
lowed XQimsel, as in cItII actions. / • 

XXXV# And this Convention doUir further, in th« 
name -and by ;th« aiuthority of the good people of , thi» 
State, ordain^ detern^ioe and declarer that such parbs of 
the common law of England^ and of the statute law of 
lEnglaild and Great<^Britain9 and of theacts of the Let 
;gislature of the coI<my of New-York, as together »di«l 
form the law of the said colony on the 1 9th day of 
J^pril, in the year of our Lord one thiiHiscmd seyen 
j^undred and seyentyrfive, shall be and continue llie laiir 
of this 3t^te, ^subject to such alterations and provisioi^ 
'as the Legislature of this State shall» from tiinetotimei 
3nake cojicerning the same* That such of the sa^ actia 
a$ are temporai'jb shall expire at the times lipaited &r 
their duration respectively. That all such parts of the 
said common law, and adl such of the said statutes, and 
'acts aforesaid, or .parts thereof, as may be constrtied to 
establish or maintain any particular denomination pf 
Christians or their ;ministers, or concern the allegiance 
heretofore yielded to, and the supreniacy, sovereigntyj 
^'oyca'nment or prerogatives, clcdmed or exercfeed by 
theking of Great-Britain and his predecessors, over the 
colony of New- York, and it& inhabitants, or are repug- 
nant to this Gonstifution — be, and they hereby are, ab* 
Itogated and. re|ecled. And this Converition doth fer- 
thcr ordain, that the resolves or resolutions of the Con- 
gresses of the cQlony of New-York, and of the Conven- 
tion of the State of New-York, now in force and not re- 
pugnant to the government established by this Consti- 
tution, shall be considered as making part of the laws, 
of. this State j subject, nevertheless, to such alterations 
and provisions, as the Legislature, of this State may, 
frpni time to time, make concerning the saine. 

, XjiXyi. And be it further ordained, tliat rail grantsr 
of lands within this State, made by the king of Great-- 
Britain, or persons acting under his authority, after the 
fourteenth day of October, one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-five, shall be null and void : but that no- 
thing; in this Constitution contained, shall be construed 
to affect any grants of land, within Uiis ^Hiff^ made bf 

the 
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the autfaorky of the said icing or his predecessors^ or to 
onnull any charters to bodies politic, by hlmj or theniy 
or any of them, made prior to that day. And that none 
of the ssdd charters shall be adjudged to be void, by rea- 
son, of any non-user or misuser of any of their respec- 
tive rights or privileges, between the nineteenth day of" 
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-five, and the publicatioh of tliis 
Constitution. And further, that all such of the officers, 
described in the said charters respectively, as, by the 
terras of the said charters, were to be appointed by the 
Governor of the colony of New-York, with or without 
the advice and consent of the Council of the said King 
in the said colony, shall henceforth be appointed by the 
Council established by this Con-titution, for the ap- 
pointment of officers in this State, until otherwise di- 
rected by the Leg^islature. 

XXXVII. And whereas it is of great impprtance to 
the safety of this State, that peace and amity with the 
Indians, within the same, be at. all times supported and 
maintained ; — and whereas the frauds^ too often practi- 
sed Awards the said Indians, in contracts made for their 
lands, Imve, in divers instances, been productive of dan- 
gerous discontents and animosities:— Be it ordained, 
that no purchases or contracts for the sale of lands, 
ipade since the fourteenth day of October, in the year 
of our Liord one tliousaud seven hundred and seventy- 
five, OP which may hereafter be made with any of the 
said Indians, within the limits of this State, shall be 
binding on the said Indians, or deemed valid, unless 
made under the authority,, and with tlie consent of the 
Legislature of this State* 

XXXVlUt A;Ud whereas we are required by the be- . 
nevolent principles of rational Liberty, not only tp expel 
#vil tyranny^ but also to guard agsdnst that spiritual 
oppression and intolerance, wherewith the bigotry and 
ambition of weak and wicked priests and piinces have 
scourged mankind ; this Com^ention doth fmther, in the 
name and ^ by the authority of the good people of this 
State, Qcdain, dei^ermine^ and declare, that the free ex* 
• cise 
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lerciae and «jjoym<?nt ef reUgious -prothSioik «tidmi^ 
iBhipj without di!«3fiTiiinaiion or pi^fererice, shall forever 
liefekfter be a|loti|red^ within this State, to all mankind, 
■provided that the Jfterty of conscijence, hereby granted^ 
Jfthall X30t be so construed, as t^ excuse acts of Ikeatious- 
iicssj or justify pracdces incon^tent with the peace or 
-isafety of this State. 

XXXIX. And whereas the Ministers of tjic Gospel 
rife J by their profession, dedicated to the service ol' 
Cbdi^dthe care of souls, and ought not to be Averted 
from the great duties of their function ; therefore, no 
minister of the gospel, or priest of any denomination 
whatsoever, shall, at any time hereafter, under any pre- 
tence or description whatever, be eligible to, or capable 
of holding any civil or military oifi^, or place, within 
this State. 

XL. And whereas it is pf the ii3)^$t importance to 
the safety of every State, that it sEotilitl always be in a 
condkion of defence ; and it is the duty of eveiy man, 
who enjoys the protection of Society^ to be prepared 
and wilting to defend it ; this Convention, therefore, in 
the name and by the authority of the good people of this 
State, doth ordain, detemxine and declare, that the mi- 
litia of this State, at all times hereafter, as well in peace 
as in war, shall be armed, and disciplmed, and in rea- 
diness for service. That all such of the inhaWtants of 
this State (being of the people called Quakers) as from 
scruples of conscience, may be averse to the bearing of 
arms, be therefrom excused by tfce Legislature; and do 
pay to the State such sums of money, in lieu of their 
personal service, as the same may, in the judgment of 
the Legislature be worth : And that a proper magazine 
of wiivhke stores, proportionate to the number of in- 
■^habitants, be, forever hereafter, at the expense of this 
State, and by acts of the Legislature, established, main- 
tained, and continued in every county- in this State. 

XLL And this Convention doth furHxer ordain, dc- 
termme and declare, in the name^and by the aothority 
of the good people of this St^tr} that trial by jury, in 
all cases, in which it hath hereteffofc -been used in the 

col* 
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colorijr of New-York, shall be established, and remain 
inviohte' ^ever.: ' And that no acts of attainder shall be 
passed by the Legislature of this State, for crimes, Other 
than those committed before the termination of the prc^ 
sent war ; and that such acts shall not work a corrup- 
tion of blood. And further, Aat the Legislature of this 
State shall, at no time hereafter, institute any new court 
or courts, but such as shall proceed according to the 
course of the f:ommon law. 

XLII. And this Convention doth furtjher, in the name 
«nd by the authority of the gocid People of this State> 
«rdain^ determine and declare, that it shall be in the 
^scretion of the Legislature, to naturalize all such per* 
sons, and in such mannery as tiiey shall think proper ; 
firovided all such of the persons, so to be by them natu-> 
ralized, as being bom in parts beyond sea, and out of 
^the United States of America, shdl contie to settle in, 
and become subjects of this State, shall take an oath of 
allegiiafice to this State, and abjure and renounce all al- 
legiance and subjection to all snd every foreign king, 
prince, pot^itate, and state, in aH matters, ecclesiasti- 
cal, as weS as civil. 

By Order, 

LEONARD GANSEVOORT* 
Pr€9. Pro* Tern* 
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Constitution of NRw-jEKSBt, 

WHEREAS all the constitutional authority, ever 
possessed by the Kings of Great-Britain, over 
these colonies, or their other dominions, was, by com-^ 
pact, derived from the People, and held of thein, for 
the conanion interest of the whole society. Allegiance 
and protecti(Hi are, in the nature of things, reciprocal 
ties, each equally depending upon the other, and liar 
ble to be dissolved by the other's being refused or with- 
drawn :— And whereas George the Third, King of 
Great-Britain, has refused protection to the good peo- 
ple of these colonies ; and, by assenting to sundry acts, 
of the British parliament, attempted to subject them 
to the absolute dominion of that body ; and has also 
made war upon them, in the most cruel and unnatural 
manner, for no other cause, than asserting their just 
rights — all civil authority under him is necessarily. at 
anendj and a dissolution of government in each colony 
has consequently taken place. 

And whereas, in the present deplorable situation of 
tliese Colonies, exposed to the fury of a cruel and re- 
lentless enemy, some form of government is absolutely 
necessary, not only for the preservation of gopd order, 
but also the more effectually to unite the people, and en- 
able them to exert their whole force in their own ne- 
cessary defence ; and as the honourable the Continen- 
tal Congress, the Supreme Council of the American 
colonies, has advised such of the colonies, as have not 
yet gone into the measure, to adopt for themselves re- 
spectively, such government as shall best conduce to 
their own happiness, and safety, and the well-being of 
America in general : — We, the Representatives of the 
Colony of New-Jersey, having besn elected by all the 
counties in the freest manner, and in Congress assem- 
bled, have, after mature deliberation, agreed upon a sect 
of Charter-rights and the form of a Contsitulion, in 
manner following, viz. That 



l.'That the Government 6f.tKis prGnrmce shall be 
vested in a Governor} Legislative Council and General 
Assembly* • 

II« That the Legislative Council, and General As- 
sembly, shall be chosen, for the- fiffst time^ on the se*« 
coxid Tuesday cn-A^iist n^xt ; the. member^ whereof 
shall be the same in number and qualiiicatiohs, as are 
herein mentioped ; and shall be and remain vested with 
with all the powers and au^ority to be held by any fu- 
ture Legislative Cooncil and Assembly of 'thb colony 
until the second Tuesday in October, which sIaII be 
ki the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-seven* 

•IIL That on the second Tuesday in October yearly, 
and every year forever (with the piivUege of adjourning 
ifotn, day to day, as occasion .may require) the counties 
shall severally choose one person, to be a member of 
the Legislative Council of this colony, who shall be, 
and have been, for xme whole year next before the elec- 
tion, an inhabitant and freeholder in the county in whieht 
he is chosen, and worth at least one thousand pounds^ 
proclamation money^ of real and personal estate, wi^- 
in the same county ; that, at the same time, each coun- 
ty shall also choose three members of 'Assembly ; pro- 
vided that no person shall be entitled to a seat in the 
said Assembly, unless he be, and have been, for one 
whole year next before the election, an inhabitant of 
the county he is to represent, and worth live hundi'cd 
pounds proclamation money, in real and personal estate, 
in the same county ; that on the second Tuesday next 
after the day of election, the Council and Assemblj- 
shall separately meet, and that the consent of both 
Houses shall be necessary to every law ; provided that 
seven shall be a quorum of the Council for doing 
business, and that no law shall pass, utiless tliere be a 
majority of all the Representatives . of each body per- 
sonally present, and agreeing thereto. Provided always,^ 
that if a majority of the. Representatives of this pro- 
vince, in Council and General Assembly convened, shall 
at any time or times hereafter, judge ijt equitable and 
proper, to add to or diminish the number .0r prc4>ortion 

of 
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^ the mtwbev^afAsatrMyfos' ai^. coiUHj^or coiinlleflp 
&i this colony, tl]£n> aad in viuicjh jcase, tbe same mfty# 
on tlie principles of more equal representation^ be law- 
AiiJy ckme, any thii>gf in this charter ta the c©ntr%ry 
Botwttkstan^ing.; 8» that tiua whole jnuixibe)? of Repi«* 
SfiDta^ve^inAsaeaihlyy phali noc, at any timej. be I^bi^ 
than thiity>miie« . «. . * >: 

■ Wi. That all inliabitants of this coto&yy of f^U ag^jt 
who acre woisih lifty ponBds^ ^pmclamai^fm'iiioiieyy elf lur 
estate in the same, andliaire resided vithiti tbe c.Qunt]|?i 
m wldfsii they^daim a vote^ for twelvi^ mo&lhs imm^ 
cKateIy> preceding the election^ shall be entitled to votQ 
for Representatives in Council and Asaembly ; ajitl 9l^ 
so for- ail other pubfie officei9> that shall be elected 
by the people of the county at large* . 

V* That the Assembly, when met, shall have pow*' 
ef» to choose a Speaker, and other their oihcers' ; to be 
judges of their q-ualifieations and elections of their own 
members ; sit upon their own adjournments ; prepare 
bills to be passed ^ into laws ; and to empower their 
Speaker to convene them whenever any extraordinary 
qccurrence shall render it necessary. 

¥L That the Council shall have power to prepare 
bills, to pass into laws, and have other like powers as 
the Assembly, and iu all respects be a free and inde^ 
pendent branch of .the Legislature of this colony ; save 
only that they shall nc^ prepare or alter any money bill 
-^which shall be the privilege of the Assembly j that 
1 he Council shall, from time to time, be eonvened by 
the Governor or Vice-President, but must be convened 
at all times, when the Assembly sits ; for which pur- 
pose, the Speaker of the House of Assembly shall al^ 
ways, ihimediately after an adjournment, give notice 
to the Governor, or Vice-President, of tlie time and 
place to whieh the House is adjourned. 

VII. That the Council and Assembly jointly, at their 
first m^eti^g afttr each annual election, shall, by a ma- 
jority of votes, elect some fit person within the colony, 
to l>e. Govem^BP for one year,^ who shall be constant 
President fot tiui Council, and have a casting vote ia 
their proceedings *, and that th% Council themselves 

ihail 
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iftiall choose a Vice-President, who shall act a$ such 
in the absence of the Governor* 

VIII- That the Goveraor, or, in his absence, the 
Vice-President of the Council, shall have the Supreme 
Executive Power, be Chancellor of the colony, and 
act as Captain-general and Commander in Chief of all 
the militia, and other mifitary force in thi colony ; and 
that any three or more of the Council shall, at all times 
be a Privy-GouncH to consult them ; and that the Go- 
vernor be ordinary or surrogate-general. 

IX. That the Governor and Council, (seven Whereof 
shall be a quorum) be the Court of Appeals, in the last 
i*esort, in all cases of law, as heretofore ; and that they 
possess the power of granting pardons to criminals, af- 
ter condemnation, in aU cases of treason, felony, or other 
offences. 

■ X* That Captains, and all other inferior Officers 
of the militia, shall be chosen by the companies in ti.o 
respective counties ; but field and general officers, by 
the Council and Assembly. 

XI. That the Council and Assembly shall have pow- 
er to make the great seal of this colony, which shall 
be kept by the Governor, or, in his (rf^sence^ by the 
Vice-President of the Council, to be used by them, as 
occasion may require ; and it shall be called 2'/ie Great 
Skai of the Colony of JSTew-Jersey. 

XII. That the Judges of the Supreme Court shall 
continue in office for seven years j the Judges of the 
Inferior Court of Common Pleas in the several counties. 
Justices of the Peace, Clerks of the Supreme Court, 
Cleiks of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions, the Attorney General, and Provinci- 
al Secretary, shall continue in office for five years ; and 
the Provincial . Treasurer shall continue in otiice for 
one year ; and that they shall be severally appointed by 
the Council and Assembly, in manner aforesaid, and 
commissioned by the Governor, or, in his absence, the 
Vice-President of the Council. Provided always, that 
the said officers, severally, shall be capable of being 
re-appolnted, at the end of the terms severtiUy before 
limited ; and that any t^ the said olficers «hall be Ua» 
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bleto be dismissed^ when adjudged gtultf o£ njisbeba- 
viour by the Council, on an impeachment of the As- 
scmbly. 

XII I. That the inhabitalitis of each county, qualifi- 
ed to vote as aforesaid, shall, at the time and place of 
electing their Representatives, annually elect one She- 
riff, and one or more Coroners 5 and that they may re- 
elect the same person to such ofEces, until h^ shall 
have served three years, but no longer ; after which, 
three years must elapse, before the same person isca* 
pable of being elected again. When the election is 
certified to the Governor, or Vice-President, under the 
handsv of six freeholders of the county, for which they 
were elected, they shall be immediately commissioned 
to serve in their respective offices. 

XiV. That the. townships, at their annual town meet- 
ings for electing other officers, shall choose Constables 
for the districts respectively; and also three or more 
judicious freeholders of good character, to hear and fi- 
nally determine all appeals, relative to unjust assess- 
xnents, in cases of public taxation ; which Commissio- 
ners of Appeal shall, fiar that purpose, sit at same suit- 
uble time or times, to be by them appointed^ and made 
known to the people by advertisements. 

XV. That the laws of the Colony shall begin in the 
following style, viz. — -. " Be it enacted by the Coun- 
cil and Cieneral Assembly of this Colony, and it is here- 
by enacted by authority of the same :" that all com- 
missions granted by the Governor or Vice-Preesident, 
shall run thus — <'^ The Colony of New-Jersey to A. B» 
&c. greeting :" and that all writs shall likewise run in 
the name of the Colony ; and tbat all indictments shall 
conclude in the following manner, viz. " Against the 
peace of this Colony, tlie government and dignity of 
the same." 

Xyj^ That all criminals shall be admitted to the 
ssame privileges of witnesses and counsel, as their prose- 
cutors are or shall be entitled to. 

XVli. TJiat the estates of such persons, as shall de- 
fltroy their own lives, shall not, for th^ Oiience,.befQr- 
leit^ i btft^slnall descend in the same manner as they 

would 
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would have done} had such persons died in the natural 
way ; nor shall any article, which may occasion acci- 
dentally, the death of "any otie, be hencefolrth deemed 
a deodand, or in anj-wise forfeited, on account of such 
misfortune. 

XVIII. That no person shall ever within this colony, 
be deprived of the inestimable privilege of worshipping 
Almighty God, in a manner agteeable to the dictates 
of his own conscience ; nor, under any pretence what- 
ever, be compelled to attend any place of worship, con- 
trary to his own feith and judgement ; nor shall any 
person, within this colony, ever be obliged to pay ti- 
thes, taxes, or any other rates, for the purpose of build- 
ing or repairing any other church or churches, place 
or places of worship, or for the maintenance of any 
minister or ministry, contrary to what he believes to 
be right, or has deliberately or voluntarily engaged 
himself to perform. 

XIX. That there shall be no establishment of any 
one religious sect in this province, in prefei'ence to a- 
nother ; and that no Protestant inhabitant of this colony 
shall be denied the enjoyment of any civil right, merely 
on account of his religious principles ; but that all per- 
sons, professing a belief in the faith of any Protestant 
sect, who shall demean themselves peaceably under the 
government, as hereby established, shall be capable of 
being elected into any office of prodt or trust, or being 
a member of either branch of the Legislature, and shall 
fully and freely enjoy every pnvilege and immunity, 
enjoyed by others their fellow-subject*. 

XX. That the legislative department of this govern- 
ment may, as much as possible, be preserved from all 
suspicion of corruption, none of the Judges of the Su- 
preme or other Courts, SheriiTs, or any other person or 
persons possessed of any post of profit under the go- 
vernment, other than Justices of the Peace, shall be 
entided to a seat in the Assembly ; but that, on his be- 
ing elected, and taking his seat, his otfice or post shall 
be considered as vacant. 

XXI. That all the laws of this province, contained 
in the edition lately published by Mr* AIUsQn> shall be 

-" ■ ■ and 
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and remain in fuH force^ until altei-ed by the Legislature 
«f this colony (such only excepted, as are incoinpatiblcj 
with this charter) and shall be, according as heretofore, 
regarded in all respects, by all civil officers, and othersp. 
the good people of thist province* 

XaIL Tliat the con^unon law of England, as well a^ 
so much of the statute law, as have been nereto&re prac- 
tised in this colony, shall $till remain in force, until they 
shall be altered by a future law of the Legislature j such 
parts only excepted, as are repugnant to tl\e rights an<l 
privileges contained in this charter ; and that the inesti- 
mable right of trial by jury shall remain confirmed, as- 
A part of the law qf thia colony, without repeal, for 
ever. 

XXin. That every person, who shall be elected, ap 
aforesaid, to be a member of the Legislative Council, or 
House of Assembly, shall, previous to his taking his 
seat in Council or Assembly, tat^ tl^e following o^tb or 
affirmation, viz. 

« I, ji, B. do solemnly declare, that, as a member of 
the Legislative Council, (or Assembly, as the case may- 
be,) of the colony of New- Jersey, I will not assent to 
any law, vote or proceeding, which shall appear to me 
injurious to the public welfare of said colony, nor tJiat 
shall annul' or repeal th,at part of the third section in the 
charter of this colony, which establishes, that the elec- 
tions of members of tlie Legislative Council and As- 
sembly shall be a&nual ; nor that part of the twenty- 
second section in sdd charter, resp<$cting the trial by 
jury, nor that shall annul, repeal, or alter any part or 
parts of the 1 8th or 19th sections of the same." 

And any person or persons, who shall be elected as 
aforesaid, is hereby empowered to administer, to t^e 
isaid members, the said oath or affirmation* 

Provided always, and it is the true intent and mean* 
ing of this Congress, that if a reoonciliation between 
Great-Britain and these Colonies should take place, and 
the latter be taken again under the protection and go- 
vernment of the cix)wn of Britain^ this charter sbftU he 
null and void— otherwise to remain firm and inviolabte. 

In 
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In Prcrvincidl Cbngreasj ^ew-^/fraei/j Bierlingtfm^ 

July 3, 1776 By Order of Congress^ 

SAMUEL TUCKER, President. 
Wm. PATTERSON, Secretary. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

77te OmatUutian of the Commonwealth of Pemuybxtma^ 
aaralijiedin Conrvention^ the 2d day of Se/itemberj 1790, 

fir^y ^^ Profile of the Commonwealth of Penneylvania^ 
ordain and establish this Constitution for its Govern- 
ment* 

ARTICLE L 

THE legislative power of this Commonwealth shall 
be vested in a General Assembly, which shall consist of 
a Senate and House of Representatives. 

IX. The Representatives shall be chosen annually^ by 
the citizens of the city of Philadelphia, and of each 
county respectively, on the 2d Tuesday of October. 

III. No person shall be a Representative, who shaH 
not have attained the age of twenty-one years, and have 
been a citizen and inhabitant of the State three years 
next preceding his election, and the last year thereof 
an inhabitant of the city or county, in which he shall 
be chosen ; unless he shall have been absent on the pub- 
lic business of the United States, or of this State. No 
person, residing within any city, town, or borough, 
which shaJI be entitled to a separate representation, shall 
be elected a member for any county ; nor shall any per- 

' son, residing without the limits of any such city, town, 
or borough, be elected a member therefor. 

IV. Within three years after the first meeting of, the 
General Assembly, and within evei7 subsequent term 
of seven years, an enumeration of the taxaBle inhabit- 
ants shall be made, in such manner as shall be directed 
by law. The number of Representatives shall, at the 
sevenU periods of making such enumeration, be fixed 
by the Legislature^ and apportioned among the city gf 

Phi- 
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Philadelphia^ and the several counties^ according to the 
number of taxable inhabitants in each ; and shall never 
be less than sixty, nor greater than one hundred. Each 
county shall have, at least, one Representative ; but no 
ciounty, hereafter erected, shall be entitled to a separate 
represwitation, until a sufficient number of taxable in- 
habitants shall be contained within it, to entitle' them to 
one Representative, agreeable to the ralio which shall 
then be established. 

'V. The Senators shall be chosen for four years, by 
the cities of Philadelphia, and of the several counties, 
at the same time, in the same manner^ and at the same 
places, where they shall vote for Representatives. 

VI. The number of Senators shall, at the several pe- 
riods of making the enumeration before mentioned, be 
fixed by the Legislature, and apportioned among the 
districts formed as herein after directedj according to 
the number of taxable inhabitants in each ; and shall ne- 
ver be less than one-fourth, nor greater than one-third, 
of the number of Representative -. 

VII. The Sencitors shall be chosen in districts, to be 
formed by the Legislatui^e ; each district containing 
such a number of taxable inhabitants, as shall be enti- 
tled to elect not more than four Senators. When a 
district shall be composed of two or more counties, they 
shall be adjoining. Neitlier the city of Philadelphia, 
nor any county, shall be divided in fonning a district. 

VIH. No person shgdl be a Senator, who shall not 
have attained the age of twenty-five years, and have 
been a citizen and inhabitant of the State four years next 
before his election, and the last year thereof an inhabi- 
tant of the district for which he shall be ch' sen ; un- 
less he shall have been absent on tlie public business of 
the United States, or of this State. 

IX. Immediately after the Senators shall be assem- 
bled, in consequence of the first election, subsequent to 
the first enumeration, they shall be divided, by lot, as 
equally as may be> into four classes. The seats of the 
Senators of the first class shall be vacated, at the expi- 
ration of the firet year ; of the second class, at the ex- 
piration of the second year j of the ^ird clas'S, at the 

ex- 
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cx5>it3.tion of the third year ; and of the fourth class, 
at, the expiration of the fourth year ; so that one fourth 
may be chosen every year. 

X. The Genei-al Assembly shall meet on the first 
Tuesday of December in every year, unless sooner con- 
vened by the Governor. 

XI« Each House shall choose its Speaker and other 
officers; and the Senate shall also choose a Speaker, 
pro ^em/iorey when the Speaker shall exercise the office 
of Governor. 

XII. Each House shall judge of the qualifications of 
its members. Contested elections shall be determined 
by a committee to be selected, formed, and regulated 
in such manner as shall be directed by law. A major- 
ity of each House shall constitute a quorumi to do bu- 
siness ; but a smaller number may adjourn from day 
to day, and may be authorised, by law, to compel the 
attendance of absent members, in such manner, and 
under such penalties, as may be provided. 

XIII. Each House may determine the ndcs of its 
proceedings ; punish its members for disorderly beha- 
viour ; and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel 
a member^ but not a second time for tlie same cause ; 
and shall have all other powers necessary for a branch 
of the Legislature of a free State. 

XIV. Each House shall keep a journal of its pro- 
ceedings, and publish them weekly, except such parts 
as may require secrecy. And the yeas and nays of the 
members, on any question, shall, at the desire of any 
two of them, be entered on the journals. 

XV. The doors of each Home, and of committees 
of the whole, shall 5e open, unless when the business 
shall be such as ought to be kept secret. 

XV I. Neither House shall, without the consent of 
the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any 
other place than that in which the two Houses shall be 
sitting-. 

XVIL The Senators and Representatives shall re- 
ceive a compensation for tiieir services, to be ascertain- 
ed by ..kw, and paid out of the treasury of the Gom- 
Jaonweaitlx. They sj>al), in all cases except treason, 
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felony, and breach or surety of the peaces^bc privilege 
ed from arrest, during their attendance at the sessien 
of the respective Houses, and in going to and return- 
ing from the same. And for any speech or debate 
in either House, they shall not be questioned in an^ 6- 
ther place. 

XVIIL No Senator or Representative shall, during^ 
the time for which he shall have been elected, be ap- 
pointed to any civil office, under this Commonwealth > 
which skall have been created, or the emoluments of 
which shall have been increased, during such time ; 
and no member of Congress, or other person holding 
ahy office (except of attorney at law, and in the militia) 
under the United States or this Commonwealth, shall 
be a member of either House, during his continuance 
in Congress, or in office. 

XIX. When vacancies happen in either House, the 
Speaker shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

XX. All bills, for raising revenue, shall, originate 
in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may- 
propose amendments, as in other bills. 

XXL No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but 
in consequence of appropriations made by law. 

XXII. Every bill which shall have passed both Houses, 
shall be presented to the Governor. If he appix)ve, he 
shall sign it ; but if he shall not approve, he shall 
return rt, with his objections, to the House in which 
it shall have originated, who shall enter the objections 
at large upon their journals, and proceed to re-consider 
it. If, after such re-consideration, two-thirds of that 
House shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, witli 
the objections, to the other House, by which likewise 
it shall be re-considerecl j and if approved by two-thirds 
of that House, it shall be a law. But in such cases, 
the votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas 
and nays ; and the names of the persons voting for or 
against the bill, shall be entered on the journals of each 
House respectively. If any bill shall not be tetumed 
by the Governor within ten days (Sundays excepted) af- 
ter it shall hav0 been presented to him, it shaU be a 
laW) in like manner as if he had signed it -, unlesss tbe 

Gen- 
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^nera] Assen^if^ by their adjoumment, prevent iU 
retam ; in which case, it shall be a Saw, unless sent 
back within three days after their next meeting. 

XXIIL Every order, resolution, or vote, to which 
the concurrence of both Houses may be necessary (ex- 
cept on a question of adjoumment)sluill be presented to 
the Governor, and, be&re it shall take etiect, be ap- 
proved by him ; or, being disapproved, shall be re-pasih 
ed by two^thirds rf both Houses, according to the 
rules and limitatioois prescribed in case of a bill* 

ARTICLE. II. 

I« TH£ supreme executive power of this C&mmott 
we^th fthai] be vested in a Governor. 

II. The Governor shall be chosen on the second 
Tuesday of October, by the citizens of the Common^ 
wealth, at the placed where they shall respectively vote 
for Representatives* The returns of every election 
foi^ Governor shall be sealed up, and transmitted to the 
seat of government, directed to the Speaker of the Sen^ 
ate, who slicdl open and publish them, in the presence 
of the members of both Houses of the Legislature.— 
The person having the highest number of votes, shall 
be Governor, tiut if two or more shall be equal and 
hig^hest in votes, one of them shall be chosen Governor, 
by the joint vote of the members of both Houses. Con- 
tested elections shall be determined by a committee, 
to be selected from both Houses of the Legislature, and 
fortned and regulated in such manner as shall be direct- 
ed by law. 

III. The Governor shall hold his office during three 
years from the third Tuesday of December next ensu- 
ing his election ; and shall not be capable of holding 
it longer than nine in any term of twelve years. 

IV. He shall beat leafet thirty years of age, and hare 
been a citizen and inhabitant of this State seven yeai-s 
next before his election ; unless he shall have been ab- 
sent on the public business of the Uidted States^ or of 
thi« Stale. 

V. No member of Congress, or person holding any 
©ffice under the United States, or this State, shall exer- 
cise the office of Governor. 

The 
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VI. T2ic Covemor shall, at .stated times, receive^ fdr 
his. services, a compensation, which shall be neither in- 
creased nor diminished during the period for which he 
4hali haye been elected. 

VIL He shaH be Commander in Chief of the army 
and nayy of this Commonwealth, and of the militia ; 
«xcept when they shall be called into actual service of 
the United States. 

VUI. He shall appoist all officers, whose ofiices are 
established by this Constitation, oar shall be established 
hy law, and whose appointments are not herein other- 
wise provided for ; but no person shall be appointed to 
an office within any county, who shall not hive been a 
citizen and inhabitant therein one year next before his 
appointment, if the county shall have been so lon^ 
erected ; but, if it shall not have been so long erected, 
then withm the limits of the county or counties, out 
^f which it shall have been taken. No member of Con- 
gress from this State, nor any person holding or exer- 
cising any office of tur^t or profit under the United States, 
shall, at the same time, hold or exercise the oiHce 
of Judge, Secretary, Treasurer, Prothonptary, Re- 
gister of Wills, Recorder of Deeds, Sheriff, or any 
office in tliis State, to which a salary is by law annexed, 
or any otlier of'ice which future Legislatures shall de- 
clare incomp^ible with offices or appointments under 
the United States* 

IX* He shall have power to remit fines and forfei- 
tures, and grant reprieves and pardons, except in cases 
of impeachment. 

X. He may require information, in writing, from the 
officers in the executive department, upon any subject 
relating to the duties of their respective offices. 

. XI. He shall, from time to time, give to the General 
Assembly information of the state of the Common- 
wealth, and recommend to their consideration such mea- 
sures as he shall judge expedient. 

XII. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene 
the General Assembly ; and, in case of disagreement 
betwecju the two Houses, with respect to the time of 
adjournment, adjoura them to such time as he shall 
think proper, not exceeding four months. 
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^IIL He shall take care that the lafws be AiithfuIIy- 
executed.- rrr; 

AiV. In case of the death or resignation of the Go- 
vernor, or of his removal from . o€i€6> the Speaker of 
the Senate shsdl exercise the office of Governor, until 
another Governor shall^ be duly qualified. And if the 
trial of a contested election shall continue longer than 
until the third Tuesday in December next ensuing th^ 
election of a Governor, the Govertior of the last year, 
or the Speaker of the Senate, who may be in the exer* 
cise of the executive authority, shall continue thereior 
until the determiaation of such contested election, and 
Hntii a Governor shall be qualified as aforesaid. 

XV. A Secretary shall be appointed and commission- 
ed during the Governor's continuance in ofHce, if he 
shall so long behave himself well. He shall keep a fair 
register of all the official acts and proceedings of the 
Governor, and shall, when required, lay the same, and 
all papers, minutes,' and vouchers, relative thereto, be- 
fore either branch of the Legislature ; and shall per- 
ferm such otlier duties as shall be enjoined him by law. , 

ARTICLE. IIL 

I. IN elections by the citizens, every freeman, of the 
age of twenty-one years, having resided in the State 
two years next before the election, and within that time 
paid a state or county tax, which shall have been asses- 
sed at least six months before the election, shall enjoy 
the rights of an elector — ^provided, that the sons of per- 
sons qualiiied as aforesaid, between the Ages of twenty- 
one and twenty-two ycai*s, shall be entitled to vote, al- 
though ^hey shall not have paid taxes. 

n. All elections shall be by ballot, except those by 
persons in their representative capacities, who bhall vote 
viva voce, 

III. Electors shall, in all cases, except treason, felo- 
ny, and breach or surety of the peace, be privileged 
from arrest during their attendance at elections, and in 
going to and returning from them. 
/.' - AR'lICLE IV. 

I. THE House of Representatives shall have the sole 
power of impeaching. » ^. 

All 



Ii< PENNSYLVANM. 

XL All impeaclimetits shall be tried by ti^e SetDnte* 
When sitting for that purpose, the Senators shali be 
\ipc»i oath or aiffirmation* Ko person shall be convicted 
iirithout the concuTKence of twc^thirds of the members 
present. 

III. The Governor and ^ other civil oflBcers under 
this Co(niiaionwealth, shall be liable to impeadbment for 
any misdemeanor in ofilce.^ But judgment in such cases^ 
shall not extend i^rthet^ than to removal from office^ 
and disqualificaition to hold aay office of hdnour, trust,. 
«!• ppoSt, under this Commonweal^. The partjr, wh^her 
^onvieled or acquitted, shall neverthekss be liable to in- 
dictment, trial, judgment, and punishment according ta 
ktw. 

ARTICLE V. 
"I. THE judicial power of this Commonwedth shall 
be vested in a Supreme Court, in Courts of Oyer and 
Terminer and General Jail Delivery, in a Court of 
Common Pleas, Orphan's Court, Register's Court, and 
a Court .of Quarter Sessions of the Peace for each, 
county, in Justices of the Peace, and in such other 
Courts as the Legislature may from time to time estab- 
lish. 

II. The Judges of the Supreme Court, and of thir 
several Courts of Common Pleas, shall hold their offices 
during good behaviour. But for any reasonable cause^ 
which shall not be sufficient ground of impeachment, 
the Governor may remove any of them, on the address, 
of two-thirds of each branch of the Legislature. The 
Judges of the Supreme Court, and the Presidents of 
the several Courts of Common Pleas, shall, at stated 
times, receive, for their services, an adequate c6mpen- 
sation, to be fixed by law, which shall not be diminish-^ 
ed during their continuance in oi^ce ; but they shall re- 
ceive no fees or perquisites of office, nor hold any other 
office of profit under this Commonwealth. 

III. Tlic jurisdiction of the Supreme Court shall ex- 
tend over tlie State ; and the Judges thereof shaU, by 
virtue of their offices, be Justices of Oyer and Termi- 
ner and General Jail Delivery m the several counties. 

4A^. Until it shall be otherwise directed by law, th^ 
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serertti Coutts of Common Pleas shall be estaliUshed 
in the foUowiog Baanner : The Governor shall appoint 
ifx each countyy not fewer than three^ nor more than 
four Judges, who, dumg their continuance in office, ^all 
reMde in such county* The State shall be divided, by 
law, into Circuits, none of which shall include more 
than six, nor fewer than three counties. A President 
shaU be appointed of the Courts in each Circuit, who, 
during hb continuance in oiHce, shall reside therein. 
The President and Judges, any two of whom shall be 
a quorum, shall compose the respective Courts of Com- 
mon Plea& 

V* The Judges of the Court of Common Pleas in 
each county, shall, by virtue of their odices, be Justices 
of Oyer and Terminer and General Jail Delivery, for 
the trial of capital and other ollenders therein ; any two 
of the said Judges, the President being one, shall be 
a, quorum ; but they shall not hold a Court of Oyer and 
Termuier or Jail Delivery in any county, when the Judges 
of the Supreme Court, or any of them, shall be sitting 
in the same county. The party accused, a^ well as the 
Commonwealth, may, under ^uch regulations as shall 
be prescribed by law, remove the indictment and pro- 
ceedings, or a transcript thereof, into the Supreme 
Court. 

VI. The Supreme Court and the several Courts of 
Common Pleas, shall, beside the powers heretofore 
usually exercised by them, have the powers of a Court 
of Chancery, so far as relates to the per|>eiuating testi- 
mony, the obtaining of evidence from places not within 
the State, and the care of the persons and estates of 
those, who arc non comfwiea mentis : and 'the Legisla- 
ture shall vest, in the said Courts, such other powers, 
to grant relief in equity, as shaU be found necessary ; 
and may, from time to time, enlarge or diminish those 
powers, or vest them in such other Courts as they shall 
judge proper, for the due administration of justice. 

VII. The Judges of the Court of Comnkon Pleas of 
each county, any two of whom shall be a quorum, shall 
compose the Court of Quarter Sessions of the Peace, 
and Orphan-ft Court thereof^;-, ai^ the Kegisfeer of Wills, 
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togethef with ^e said Judges, or any two of tfaemrsbaH 
compose the Register's Court of each c?o<»ity, 

Vin* The Judges of the Courts of Common Pleas 
shall, within their respective counties, have tlie like 
powers with the Judges of the Supreme Court, to is- 
sue writs of certiorari to the Justices of the Peace, and 
to cause their proceedings to be brought before them^ 
and the like right and justice to be done. 

IX. The President of the Court, in each Circuit, 
within such Circuit, and the Judges of the Court of 
Common Pleas, within their respective counties, shall 
be Justices of the Peace so far as relates to ci^nunal 
mattet*s. 

X. The Governor shall appoint a competent number 
of Justices of the Peace, in such convenient districts, 

.in each county, as are or shall be directed by law: 4 they 
shall be commissioned during good behaviour ; but may- 
be removed on conviction of misbehaviour in office^ or 
of any infamous crime, or on the address of both Houses 
of the Legislature. 

XI. A Register's office for the Probate of Wills and 
grating letters of administration, and an office for tjie 
reeoixling of deeds, shall be kept m each county. 

XII. The stile of all process shall be, IVie Common- 
wealth of Penney tvania ; ail prosecutions shall be carried 
on in the name and by the authority of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, and. conclude, against the /iiffce 
and dignity qfthe aartte. 

ARTICLE VL 
I. SHERIFFS and Coroners shall, sit the times and 
places of election of Representatives, be chosen by the 
citizens of each county. Two persons shall be chosen 
for each office, one of whom, ft>r . each respectively, 
shall be appointed by the Governor. They shall hold 
their <^ELGe& for three years, if they shall so long behave 
themselves well, and until a successor be duly qualified ; 
but no person shall be twice chosen or appointed She- 
riff in any term of six years. Vacancies in either of 
said olEces, ifaall be filled by a new appmntment, to be 
made by tjie Governor, to-continue until the next gene- 
ral election, and until a. supce^^r sliall be chosen and 
qualified as afoi^sakl. The 
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II. iThe freemen of this Ck>mmonwealth shall be 
irmed and disciplined for its defence. Those who con-* 
sclentious}y scruple to bear arms, shall not be compel- 
led to do so f but shall pay an equivalent for personal 
service* • The militia ofUcers shall be appointed, in 
such mamier^ and for such time, as shall be directed by 
law- 
Ill. Prothonotaries, Clerks of the Peace and Or- 
phan's Courts, Recorders of Deeds, Reg;isters of Wills, 
and Sheriffs, shall keep their oflices in the county town 
of the county in which they respectively shall be offi- 
cers ; unless when the Governor shall, for special rea- 
sons, dispense therewith, for any term, not exceeding, 
five years, after the county shall have been erected. 

IV. All commissions shall be in the name and by fhe 
authority of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and 
be sealed with the State seal, and signed . by the Go- 
vernor. 

V. The State Treasurer shall be appointed aimually, 
by the joint vote of the members of both Houses. All 
other officers* in the Treasury Department, attomies 
at law, election officers, officers relating to taxes, to the 
poor and highways, constables, and other township offi- 
cers, shall be appointed in such manner as is or shall be 
directed by law.. 

ARTICLE VII. . 

I. THE Legislature shall, as soon as conveniently 
may be, provide, by. law, for the establishment of schools 
throughout the State, in such manner that the poor may 
be taught gvada, 

II. The arts and sciences shall be promoted in one or 
more seminaries of learning. 

HI. The rights, privileges, inununities, and estates 
of religious sociedes and corporate bodies, shall remaiUf 
as if the Constkuticm of this State had not been altered 
or amended. 

ARTICLE VIIL 

MEMBERS of the General Assembly^ and all offi- 
cer^, executive and judicial, shall be bound by oath or 
affirmation, to support the Constitution of this Com- 
monwealth,, and to^perfom the duties of their respec- 
tive offices with fidelity* That 
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ARTICLE IX. 

That tht general^ great^ and cMential FrineipUa tfUbertt/ 
mid fret Government may be recognized and analterudly 
eatablkhed-^WE DECLARE^ 

I. THAT all mea are born equalljr free and indepen* 
dent, and have certain mhetent and indefeasible ri^ts, 
among which are those of enjoying and defending life 
and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting 
property and reputation, and of pursuing their own 
happiness. 

II. That all power is inherent in the People ; and 
all free governments are founded on their authority, and 
instituted for their peace, safety, and happiness. For 
the advancement of those ends, thev have at all times^ 
an unalienable and indefeasible right to alter, refortn, 
oir abolish their government in such n^Mnner as they 
may think proper. 

III. That all men have a natural and indefeasiiile 
right to worship Almii^bty Cod according to the dictates 
of their own consciences -y that no man can, Of right, be 
compelled, to attend, erect, or support any place of 
worship, or to maintain any ministry, again«t his con- 
sent ; that no human authority, can, in any case what- 
ever, controller interfere with the rights of consdence ; 
and that no preference shall ever be given, by law, to 
any religious establishment or modes of worship. 

IV. That no person, who acknowledges tlie being; 
of a God, and a future state of rewords^and punishments, 
shall> on account of his religious sentiments, be disquali- 
iied to hold any offict/or place of trust or proat under 
this Conunonwesdth. 

V. That elections shall be ft*ee and equal* 

VI. That tried bj jury shall be as heretofore, and the 
right thereof remain inviolate. 

VII. That the printti^ presses shall be free to every 
person who undertakes to examine the proceedings of 
the Legislature, or any branch of govemment ; and no 
law shali ever be made to restrain the right thereolU— 
The free CDmmunicatio& of thoughts and opmions is 
one of the invaluable rights of Man ; and every citizen 
su^ ireely speak, imte^ tuid^icmtoa any subject, being 

ft- 
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responaiblc for the abuse of that liberty. In prosecu- 
tions for the publication of papers, investigating the 
official cooduct of ofricerS, or men in a public capacity, 
or where the matter published is proper for public infor- 
mation, the tmth thereof may be given in evidence. — 
And, in »il indictments for libels, the jury shall have 
A right to determine the law and the facts, under tlie 
direction of the Court, as in other cases. 

VIII. That the People shall be secure in their per- 
sons, houses, papers, and possessions, from unreasona- 
ble searches and siezures ; and that no wan-ant, to search 
any place or to seize any person or things, shall issue 
without describing them as nearly as may be, nor 
without probable cause, supported by oath or affirrna- 
tion. 

IX. That in all ciiminal prosecutions, the accused 
hath a right to be heard by himself and his counsel, 
to demand the nature and cause of the accusation a- 
gainst him ; to meet the witnesses face to face ; to 
have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his 
favour; and, in prosecutions by indictment or informa- 
tion, a speedy public trial, by an impartial jury of the 
vicinage ; that he cannot be compelled to give evidence 
against himself; nor can he be deprived of his life, li- 
berty, or property, unless by the judgement of his peers 
or the law of the land. 

X- That no pereon. shall, for any indictable offence, 
be proceeded against criminally by information, except 
ift cases arising in the land or naval forces, ot in the 
militia when in actual service, in time of war or public 
danger, or by leave of the Court, for oppression and 
misdemeanor in office* No person shall, for the same 
offence, be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor 
shall any man's property be taken or applied to public 
use, without the consent of hisRepresentatives,and with'- 
out just compensation being made. 

XI. That all Courts shall be open ; and every man' 
for an injury done him in his lands, goods, person, or 
reputation, shall have remedy by the due course of law, 
and right aod justice administered without sale, denial, 
or delay. Suits may be brought against the Common- 

G v^ealth 
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wealth in such manner, in such Courts, and in such ca* 
scs, as the Legislature may by |law direct. 

Xn. That no power of suspending laws shall be ex- 
ercised, unless by the Legislature or its authority. 

XIIL That excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel punishments inflicted* 

XIV. That all prisoners shall be bailable by suffici- 
ent sureties, unless for capital, offences, when the 
proof is evident, or presumption great ; and the pri- 
vilege of the writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspend- 
ed, unless when in cases of rebellion of invasion, the 
public safety may require it. 

XV. That no commission of oyer and terminer or 
gaol delivery shall be issued. 

XVI. That the person of a debtor, where there is 
not strong presumption of fraud, shall not be continued 
fo prison, after delivering up his estate for the benefit 
of his creditors, in such manner as shall be prescribed 
i>y law. 

XVII. That no ex postjhcto law, nor any law im- 
pairing contracts, shall be made. 

XVIII. That no person shall be attainted of treason 
qr felony by the Legislature. 

XIX. That no attainder shall work corruption of blood, 
nor, except during the life of the offender, forfeiture of 
estate, to the Commonwealth ; that the estates of such 
persons as shall destroy their own lives, shall descend 
or vest as in case of natural death ; and if any person 
shall be killed by casualty> there shall be no forfeitui-e 
by reason thereof- 

XX. That the citizens have a right, in a peaceable 
manner, to assemble together for their common good, and 
to apply to those invested with the powers of govern- 
ment, for redress of grievances, or other proper purpo- 
ses, by petition, address, or remonstrance. 

XXI. That the right of the citizens to bear arms, in 
defence of tliemselves and the State, shall not be ques- 
tioned. 

XXII. That no standing army shall, m time of peace, 
be kept up, without the tonsent of the Legislature; 
and the military shall, in all cases, and at all times, 
be in strict suboi'dination to the civil power. 
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XXIII. That no soldier shall in time of peace be 
quartered in any house, without the consent of ^the 
owner, nor, in time of war, but in manner prescribed 
by law. 

XXIV. That the Legislature shall not grant any title 
of nobility or hereditary distinction, nor ci*eate any of- 
fice, the- appointment to which shall be for a lenger 
tenn than during good behaviour. 

XXV. That emigration from the State shall not be 
prohibited. 

XXVI. To guard against transgressions of the high 
powers which we have dellegated, WE DECLARE, 
That every thing in this article is excepted out of the 
general powers of government, and shall forever re- 
main inviolate. 



SCHEDULE. 

That no Inconvenience may aHaefrwn the Alterations and 
Amendments in the Constitution of this Comjnonwealth^ 
find in order to carry the same into comjiiete Ofierationy 
it is hereby declared and ordained-^ ^ 

I. THAT all laws of this Commonwealth, in fofce at 
the time of making the said alterations and amend- 
ments in the said Constitution, and not inconsistent 
therewith, and all right?, actions^ prosecutions, claims 
and contracts, as well of individuals, as of bodies corpo- 
rate, shall continue as if the said alterations and amend- 
ments had not been made. 

II. That the President and Supreme Executive Coun- 
cil shall continue to exercise the executive authority of 
this Commonwealth, as heretofore, until the third Tues- 
day of December next ; but no intermediate vacancies 
in the Council shall be supplied by new elections. 

III. That all oliicers in the appointment of the execu- 
tive department, shall continue in the exercise of the 
duties of their respective offices, until the first day of 
September one thousand s6ven hundred and ninety-one, 
unless their commissions shall sooner expire by their 
own limitations, or the said offices become vacant by 
death or resignation-— and no longer, unless re-appoint- 
ed and commissioned by the Governor ; except that the 

judge«> ♦ 
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judges of the Supreme Court shall hoH their offices for 
the terms in their coiximis^ions respectively expressed* 

iV. That justice shall be administered in the several 
counties of this State, until the period aforesaid, by the 
same. Justices, in the samcCourts, and in the same man- 
ner, as heretofore. 

V. That no person, now in commission as Sheriff^ 
shall be eligible at the next election, for a longer terai 
than will, with the tjme which he shall l\ave served in 
the said office, complete the term of three years. 

VI. That, ui^til the first enumeration shall be made, 
as directed in the 4th section, of the first article of the 
Constitution, established by this Convention, the city of 
Philadelphia aiid the several counties shall be respec- 
tively entitled to elect the same number of Representa- 
tives, as is now prescribed by law. 

VII. That the first Senate shall consist of eighteen 
members, to be chosen in districts, formed as Ibllows, to 
wit: The city of Philadelphia, and the counties of Phil- 
adelphia and Delaware shall be a district, and elect 
three Senators : the county of Chester shall be a dis- 
trict, and shall elect one Senator : the county of Bucks 
shall be a district, and elect one Senator : the county of 
Montgomery shall be a district, and elect one Senator : 
the county of Northampton shall be a district, and elect 
one Senator : the counties of Lancaster and York shall 
be a district, and shall elect three Senators : the coun- 
ties of Berks and Dauphin shall be a district, and shall 
elect two Senators: the counties of Cumberland and 
JMifflin shall be a district, and shall elect one Senator i 
tlie counties of Northumberland, lAizerne and Hunting- 
don, shall be a district, and shall elect one oenator : 
the counties of Bedford and Franklin shaVl be a district, 
and shall elect one Senator : the counties of Westmore- 
land and Alleghany shall be a di.*/crict, and shall elect 
one Senator : and the counties of Washington and Fay- 
ette shall be a district, and shall elect two Senators : 
which Senators shall serve until the first enumeration 
before mentioned shall be made, and the representation 
in botlx Houses of the Legislature, shall be established 
by law, and chosen as in the Constitution is directed. 
Any vacancies, which sliali happen in the Senate, with- 
in 
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in the said tiiiie, shall be supplied as prescribed in the 
1 9th -section of the first ai'ticle. 

VIII. That the elections of Senatoi-s shall be con- 
<lucted, and the returns thereof made to the Senate, in 
the ^ame manner as is prescribed by the election laws 
of the State for conducting and making return of the 
election of Representatives. In those districts, which 
consist of more than one county, the judges of the dis- 
trict-elections within each county, after having formed a 
return of the whole election within that county, in such 
maiifter as is directed by l^w, shall send the same, by 
one or more of their number, to the ])lace herein- 
after mentioned within the district, of which such coun- 
ty is a part, whei'c the judges, so met, shall compare 
and cast up the several county returns, and execute, 
under their hands and seals, one general and true re- 
turn for the whole district ; that is to say, the jvidges of 
the district composed of the city of Philadelphia, and 
the counties of Philadelphia and Delaware, shall meet 
in the State-House, in the city of Philadelphia ; the 
judges of the district composed of the counties of 
l^.ancaster and York, shall meet at the Court-House, 
in the county of Lancaster ; the judges of the district 
conjposed of the counties of Berks and Dauphin, shall 
meet at Middletown in the county of Berks; the judges 
of the disUnct composed of the counties of Cumberland 
and MHilin, shall meet in Greenwood township, county 
of Cumberland, at the house now occupied by David 
Miller ; the judges of the district composed of the 
counties of Noithumberland, Luzerne, and Hunting- 
don, shall meet in the town oS Sunbury ; the judges of 
the district composed of the counties of Bedford and 
Pranklin, shall meet at the house now occupied by John 
Dickey, in Air tovv^nship, Bedford county ; the judges of 
the district composed of the counties of Westmoreland 
and Alleghany, shall meet in Westmoreland county, at 
the Court-House in the town of Greensborough ; and 
the judges of the district composed of the counvies 
of Washington and Fayette, shall meet at the Court- 
House in the town of Washington, in Washington 
county, on the third Tuesday in October respectively, 
ipr_the purposes aforesaid. That 
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Skct. 2. No religious test shall be required as a 
quai*licatk« ^ -any office, or -public trust, under Uiis 
Stste. 

Sect. 3. All elections shall be free and equal. 

Sect. 4. Tiialby jury shall be as heretofore. 

Sect. 5. The press shall be free to every citizen, who 
undertakes to examine the official conduct of men acting 
in a public capacity ; and any citizen may print on any 
subject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty. 
In prosecutions for publications, investigating the pro- 
ceedings of officers, or where the matter published is 
proper for public information, the truth thereof may 
be given in evidence: And in all indictments for li- 
bels, the jury may determine the fact and tlie law, as in 
other cases. 

Sect. 6. The people shall be secure in their per- 
sons, houses, papers, and possessions, from unreasona- 
ble searches and seizures ; and no warrant to search any 
place> or to seize any person or thing, shall issue with- 
out describing them as particularly as may be ; nor 
then, unless there be probable cause supported by oath 
or affinnation. 

Sect. 7. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused 
hath a right to be heard by himself and his counsel, to 
be plainly and fully informed of the nature and cause of 
the accusation against him, to meet the witne'^ses in 
their examination face to face, to have compulsory pro- 
cess in due time, on application by himself, his friends 
or counsel, for obtaining witnesses in his favour, and a 
hpeedy and public trial by an impartial jury : He shall 
not bo compelled to give evidence against himself ; nor 
shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property, unless by 
the judgment of his peers, or the law of the land.. 

Sect. 8. No person shall for any indictable offence 
be proceeded against criminally by information, except 
in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the 
militia when in actual service in time of war or public 
danger ; and no person shall be for the same otlence 
twice put in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor shall any 
man's property be taken or applied to public use, with- 
out the consent of his Representatives, md withoiit 
ompensation being made. All 
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StCT. 9, All Courts shall be open ; and every man 
for an injury done him in his reputation, person, move- 
able or immoveable possessions, shall have remedy by 
the due course of law, and justice administered ac- 
cording to the veiy right of the cause, and the law of 
the Jan4) without sale, denial, or unreasoimble delay or 
expense ; and every action shall he tried in the county 
in which it shall be commenced, unless when the Judg- 
es of the Court in which the cause is to be triedy shall 
determine,, tl^at an impavlial trial therefor cannot be 
had in that county. Suits maybe brought against the 
State, ac<;ording to such regulations as shaU be made 
by law« 

Sect. 10. No power of suspending laws shall be ex- 
ercised, but by authority of the Legislature. 

Sect, 11. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fines imposed^ nor cruel punisliments inflict- 
ed : And in, the eonstruction ol' gaolsy a proper regard 
fthjjl b^ h^d to the healtli of prisoners.. 

Skct. 12. All prisoners shall be bailable by sufficient 
sureties^ uftless: for capital ofiences when the proof is 
positive or the presumption great ; and wh^n persons 
are coniined on. accusation for such ofttnces, their friend© 
and counsel may, at proper seasons, have access to 
them. 

Sect. 13. The privilege of the writ of habeas corfyu^ 
shall not be suspended, unless when in cases of rebel- 
lion or invasion, the public safety may require it. 

Sect. 14. No commission of oyer and terminer or 
gaol delivery shall be issued. 

Seot4 15. No attainder shall work corruption of blood, 
nor except during the life of the oftender, forfeiture of 
estate. The estates of those who destroy their own 
lives shall descend or vest as in case of liatural death, 
and if any person be killed by accident, no forfeitm^e 
shall be tliereby incurred. 

Sect. 16. Although disobedience to laws, by a part 
of the people, upon suggestions of impolicy or injus- 
tice in them, tends, by immediate efi'ect and the influw 
cnce of example, net only to endanger the public wel- 
iast ajid safety, but also in governments of a republican 

G 2 form 
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form, contravenes the soc'al principles of such govern- 
ments, founded on common consent for common good ; 
yet the citizens have a right in an orderly manner to 
meet together, and to apply to persons intrusted with 
the powers of government, for redress of grievances or 
oUier proper purposes', by petition, remonstrance, or 
address. 

Sect, 17, No standing army shall be kept up with- 
out the consent of the Legislature; and the military 
shall, in all cases, and at all times, be in strict subor- 
dination to the civil power. 

Sect. 18. No soldier shall in time of peace be quar- 
tered in any house without the consent of the owner ; 
nor in time of war, but by a civil magistrate, in a man- 
ner to be prescribed by law. 

Sect. 19. No hereditary distinction shall be granted, 
nor any office created or exercised, the appointment ta 
which shall be for a longer term than during good be- 
haviour ; and no person holding any office under this 
State, shall accept of any office, or title of any kind 
whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign state. 

l^Ve declarej that tvery thing in this jirticle is reserved 
out of the general flowers of Government hereinafter men^ 
Honed. 

ARTICLE IL 

Sect. i. The Legislative power of this State shall be 
vested in a General Assembly, which shall consist of a 
Senate and House of Representatives. 

Sect. 2. The Representatives shall be chosen annual- 
ly by the citizens residing in the several counties I'e- 
spectively, on the first Tuesday of October. 

No person shall be a Representative who shall not 
have attained to the age of twenty-four years, and have 
a fi'eehold in the county in which he shall be chosen, 
have been a citizen and inhabitant of the State three 
years next preceding the first meeting of the Legisla- 
ture after his election, and tlie last year of that term an 
inhabitant of the county in which he shall be chosen, 
unless he shall have been absent on the public business 
>£the United States, or of this State. 

There 
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There (haU be fcvcn Rcprcfentatives chofco in each 
couucy, until a greater number of Reprefentatives fliali 
by the General Aifembly be judgec* neceflary ; and then 
two-thirds of each branch of the Legillature concurring, 
they may by law make providon for increaiiog their 
number. 

Sect. 3. The Senators fliallbe chofen for three years 
by the citizens refiding in the several counties respec- 
tively, having right to vote for Reprefcniatives, at rh« 
fame time when they Ihall vote for Reprefcntativcs, in 
the same manner, and at the fame places. 

No person jQiall be a Senator who /hall not have at- 
tained to. the age of tweuty-ieven years, and have in 
the county in which he (hnll be cho(en, a freehold eltate 
in two hundred acres of land, or an eftate in real and 
perfonal property, or in either, of the value of one 
thonfand pounds at leaft, and have been a citi;>;en and 
inhabitant of the State three years next preceding the 
drtl meeting of the Legillature after his election, and 
the lalt year of that term an inhabitant of the county 
in which he fliall be chofen, unlefs he (hall have been 
abfent on the public buflnefs of the United States, or of 
this State. 

There fhall be three Senators chofen in eScIi county. 
When a greater number of Senators (hall by the Gen- 
eral A(rembly be judged necelTary, two-thirds of each 
branch concurring, they may by law make provifion 
for iRcreadng their number ; but the number of Sen- 
ators (hall never be greater than one- half, nor lefs 
than one-third of the number of Reprefentatives. 

Immediately after the Senators (hall be alfembled in 
coniequence of the firft ele<Stion, the Sena.tor« refining 
in each county (hall be divided by lot into three clafles. 
The feats of the Senators of the firft clafs (hall be va- 
cated at the expiration of the firfl year ; of the fe«- 
cond clafs at the expiration bf the fecond year; and 
of the third clafs at the expiration of the third year; 
fo that one-third may be chofen every year. 

Sect. 4. The General AlTembiy fliall meet' on the 
firll Tuelday of January in every year, unlefs fooner 
convened by the Governor* ' 

Each 
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Sect, 5. Each Houfe fcgtH thoofe its Speaker and 
other officers; and- alio each Houfe, whofe Speaker 
Ihali exercife the cilice gf Governor, may choofe a Spea- 
ker pro tempore. 

Sect. 6, Each Houfe fiull judge of the elections, re» 
turns, and qualifications of iis own members ; and a 
majority of each /hall cooditute a quorum to do bufinefst 
but a (mailer number may adjourn from day today, and 
ihall be authorized to compel the attendance of abfenc 
members, m fuch manner, and under fuch penalties, 
as (liall be deemed expedient. 

Sect. 7. Each Hou/e may determine the rules of 
its proceedings, puniili any of its members for difor- 
derly behaviour, and, with the concurrence of two- 
thirds, expel a member; and ftiall have ail other pow- 
ers neceflary for a branch of the Legiflature of a free 
and independent S^atc. 

Sect. 3. Each Houfe (hall keep a journal of its 
proceedings, and publifli them imtncdiately ^fter eve- 
ry fedionj except fucb parts as may require fecrecy ; 
fii\d the yeas . and pays of the members on any question, 
iliall, at cbe defife of any member, be entered on the 
journal. 

Sect. 9. The doors of each Houfe, and the commit- 
tees of the whole, (hall be open, unlefs when the bu- 
ilnefs is fuch as ou|ht 10 be kept fecrer. 

Sect. 10. Neither Houfe fball, without the confent 
of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to 
any other place than that in which the two Houl'es fhall 
be fitting. 

;5ect. .11, The Senators and RepreCentatives Ihall 
receive a compenfation for their Cervices, to be afcer- 
tained by law, and paid out of the ircafury of the 
Srate ; but no la .v. varying the compenfation (hall take 
ctFed, till an election of Reprefentatives fliall have 
intervened. TheyJfaall in all cales, except treafon, felo- 
ny or breach of the peace, be privileged from arreft ^lur- 
ing their attendance at the fcffiou of their refpedlive 
Houfes, and in going to and returning from the fame, 
And for any fpeech or debate in either Houfe, they Hiall 
not be iqueiUoned in any other place. 

No 
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S,¥CT.i2. No Senator nor Reprefenratiye- fhall, dur- 
ing the time for which be fliall have been eledlcd, be 
appointed to any civil oiiice under tliis Statc^ which 
fhall have been created^ or the emoluments of which 
fliall have been increal^d during fuch time. No perfbn 
coacerned in any army or navy contract, no member 
of Congrcfs, nor any perfon holding any office under 
this Stace^ or the United States, excepc the Attorney- 
General, officers ufua 11 y appomtedby the Courts of juf- 
tice refpecPiivcly, attornics at law, and officers in the 
militia, holding no difqualifying office, (ball, during his 
continuance in Congrels, or in ofBce, be a Senator or 
Reprei'entative. 

Sect, 13. Wheti vacancies happen in either Iloufe, 
writs of election ihail be idued by the Speakers refpec- 
tively, or in cafes of neceffity, in fuch other manner 
as feiill be provided for by law ; and the perfons there- 
upon chofen (hall hold their feats as long as thole in 
whofe (lead they are eledted might bave done, if Ibch 
yacancies had not happened. 

Sect, 14. All bills for raifing revenue fhall originate 
in the Hoiife of Reprefentatives ; but the Senate may 
propofe alterations as on other bills ; and no bill, froin 
the cpetacion of which, when pa(red into a law, revenue 
may incidentally arife, fhall be accounted a bill for raif- 
ing revenue ; nor (hall any matter or claufe whatever 
not immediately relating to and necefiary for raifing 
revenue, be in any manner blended with, or annexed 
to, a bill for raifing revenue. 

Sect. 15. No money fhall be drawn from the treafory, 
but inconftquence of appropriations made by law ; and 
a regular llatement and account of the receipts and 
expenditures of all public money (hall be publifhed an- 
nually, 

ARTICLE 111, 
Sect. i. The Supreme Executive Powers of this 
State thallbe vedcd in a Governor. 

Sect. 2, The Governor (hall be chofen on the firft 
Tueldayof Oj^ober, by the citizens of the State having 
right to vote for Reprefentatives, in the counties where 
they refpecrively refide, at the places where tbev fhall 
vote for Rcprefeatatives, The 
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Sect. 12. He may on extraordinary ©ccsifiops con- 
vene the General AfTembly ; and ip calc of difagr^e- 
nicnt between the two Houf|es v/ith refpcdl tp tji^ tirpe 
of adjournment, adjourn them to fuch tim^ as he fball 
Xhink proper, not exceeding three months* 

Sect. 13, He Ihali take care th^t the l^w^ he faith* 
fully executed. 

Sect. 14. On the death or refignation of thp Govpr- 
npTt or his removal from ofticp on impeachment,, or for 
inability, the Speaker of the Senate Ihall exercife the 
office of Governor, till a newGi»vernor (hall be diily qua- 
Jifiecl ; and on the death or refignation of the Speaker of 
t{ie Senate, the Speaker of the Houfe of Reprcfenta^ 
tives at that time fhall exercife the office, until it be re- 
gularly veded in a new Governor. If the trial of it 
contelted election fliall continue longer than until the 
third Tuefday of January next eniuing the ele^ioa 
of a Governor, the Governor of the laft year, or the 
Speaker of the Senate, or of the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives, who may then be in the exerctfc of the executive 
authority, fliall continue therein until a determinatioii 
of fuch contefVed election. Tlie Governor ihall not b^ 
removed from his office for inability, but with the con- 
currence of two-thirds of all the membersof each branch 
of the Legiflature, 

Sect 15, A Secretary ihall be appointed and com- 
miiHoned during the Governor's continuance in office, 
if he (ball fo long behave himfelf well. He ihall 
keep a fair regiller of all the oiiicial at^s and proceed- 
ings of the Governor, and Ihall, when required by ei- 
ther branch of the Legiflature, lay the fame, and all 
papers, minutes, and vouchers relative thereto, before 
them ; and (hall perform fuch other duties as fliall be 
enjoined him by law. Heihallhavea compenl'ation for 
his fervices, to be fixed by law. 

ARTICLE. IV. 

Sect. i. All eledlions of Governor, Senators, and 
Reprefentatives, ihall be by ballot ; and in fuch elec- 
tions, every white freeman of the age of twenty. one 
years, having refided in the State two years next be- 
fore the eicdUon; and within that time paid a State or 

oftun- 



DELAWARE. 137 

county tax, which fhall have been afTened at leall fiK 
nionchs before the elevation, ftiall enjoy the fight of an 
^ie^or ; and the Tons of perfons lb qualified) ihaii, be- 
tween the ages of zi and 22 years, be entitled to vote, 
although they Oiall not have paid taxes. 

'Skcwx, Eicdars (hall in all cafes, except treafon, fe- 
lony, or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrcft 
during their attendance at eledtionSy and in going to, 
and returning from tyiem. 

ARTICLE V. 
Sect. i. The Houi'e of Reprefentativcs Ihall have 
the folc power of impeaching ; but two-thirds of ait 
the members mu(i concur in an im peach linent. All im« 
peachments fliall b« tried by the Senate, and when iit« 
ting for that parpofe, the Senators fhall be upon oath or 
afiirmation to do jutticc according to the evidence. -^No 
perfon /hall be convi«5led without the concurrence of 
rwo-t birds of all the Senators. 

Sbct. 2. The Governor, and all other civil officers 
under thisState, (hall be liable to impeachment for trea« 
fbn, bribery, or any high crime or mifdcmeanor in of- 
fice. Judgement in fuch cafes (hall not extend further 
than to removal from oflice, and difqualilication ij hold 
any office of honor, truit or profit uarder this State $ 
but the party convided fliall neverthelefs be fub)e<5^t ta 
iMli^ment, trial, judgement and punilhrnent according 
to law. 

Sect. 3. Treafon againfl this State (hall conlifl 
only in levying war againili it, or in adhering to the 
enemies of the government, giving them aid and com* 
fort. No pcrfon (ball be convicted of treafon, unlefs 
OD the teftifnouy of two witneHes to tjie iain^ overt a^t, 
or on Goafellioa in open Court. 

ARTICLE VL 
Sect. i. The Judicjj^l Povver ©f this, State (haU be 
vefted in a Court of Chaucerv, a Siiprcme Court, and, 
Courts of Oyer and TcrmiUfT aad General Goal. Delive- 
ry, in a Court of Common Pleas, aud in an Orphan's^ 
Court, Regi(tcr's Court, and a Court of Qiiarter Selli-. 
on* of the Peace for each county, in Juifcices of ih© 
Peace, and in iuch otker Courts as the Xegillature, two 

thirds 
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thirds of all the members of each branch concurriog^ 
may from time to time eflabli/h. 

Sect. 2. The Chancellor^ and the Judges of the 
Supreme Court and the Court of Common Pleas, (hall 
hold their offices during good behaviour ; but for a rea- 
fonable caufe, which (hall not be a fufiicient ground for 
an impeachment, the Governor may in his difcretion 
remove any of them, on the addrefs of two-thirds of 
all the members of each branch of the Legiflaturc.—— 
They ihall at dated times receive f6r their icrvices ade- 
quate f<i]ariest to be fixed by law| which (ball not be 
diminifhed during their conhnuance in ofiice, and fliall 
be payable quarterly to their refpedlivc orders upoa 
the TreaCurer, out of any monies in the treafury : but 
they (hall hold no other ofHce of profit^ nor receive any 
fees or perquilites, except fuch fees as (hall be fixed by 
law for bufinefs to be done out of Court. 

Sect. 3. The Judges of the Supreme Court fhall 
be not fewer than three, nor more than four, one of 
%vhom (hall be Chief Juftice. There ihall be a Judge 
rcfiding in each county. The jurisdidtioo of this Court 
(hall extend over the State. The Judges fhall, by vir- 
Jue of their offices, be JolHccs of Oyer and Terminer 
and General Goal Delivery in the feveral counties — 
Any two of the Judges may a6l as if all were prefent. 

Sect. 4. The Judges of the Court of Common Pleas 
(hall be not fewer than three, nor more than four, one 
of whom (hall be Chief JuHice. There (hall be a Judge 
refiding in each county. The jurisdiction of this Court 
(hall extend over the State. Any two of the Judges 
may a^ as if all were prefent* 

Sect- 5. The -Chancellor, or any Judge oi the Su- 
preme Court, or of the Court of Common Pleas, (hall 
ilTuc the writ of habeas corpus in vacation time and out 
of term, when duly applied for, which (hall be immedi» 
ately obeyed. 

Sect. 6. Any Judge of the Supreme Court, or of 
theCourt of Common Pleas, may, unlefs the Legiflaturo 
(hall otlierwife provide by law, out of Court, take the 
acknowledgment ot deeds ; and the fame being thereon 
certified, mider his hand, fuch deeds fhall be recorded, 
iu^ have the fame effect as if acknowledged in openCourc 
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Sect. 7. In civil causes, when pending, the Supreme 
Court, and Court of Common Pleas, shall have the pow- 
er, befere judgment, of directing, upon such terms as 
they shall deem reasonable, amendments in pleadings 
and legal proceedings, so that by error in any of them, 
the determination of causes, according to their real me- 
rits, shall not be hindered ; and also of directing the 
examination of witnesses that are aged, very infirm, or 
going out of the State, upon interrogatories de bene esse^ 
lobe read in evidence, in case ofthe death or departure 
of the D^tnesses before the trial, or inability by reason 
of age, iickness, bodily infirmity or imprisonment, then 
to attend ; and also the power of obtaining evidence 
from places not within the State. 

Sect. 8. Suits may originate in the Supreme Court 
or Court of Common Pleas. 

Sect. 9. One Judge of the Supreme Court, or of the 
Court of Common Pleas, may, if the other Judges come 
not, open and adjourn the Court, and may also make 
the necessary rules preparatory respectively to the trial 
or argument of causes. 

Sect. lO. At any time pending an actioij for debt 
or damages, the defendent may bring into Court a sum 
of money for discharging the same and the costs then 
accured, and the plaintiff not accepting thereof, it shall 
be delivered for his use to the Clerk or Prothonotary 
of the Court ; and if upon the final decision of the 
cause, the plaintiff shall not recover a greater sum than 
that paid into Court, he shall not recover any costs accru- 
ing after such payment, except where the plaintiff is 
p.n executor or administrator. 

Seg t. 1 1 . By the death of any party, no suit in chancery 
or at law, where the caiJse of action survives, shall abate; 
but, until the Legislature shall otherwise provide, sug- 
gestion of such death being entered of record, the ex- 
ecutor or adn>inistrator of a deceased petitioner or plain- 
tiff may prosecute the said suit ; and if a respondent or 
defendant dies, the executor or administratpr being du- 
ly served with a Scire Facias^ thirty days before the re- 
turn thereof, shall be considered as a party to the suit, 
in the same manner as if he had voluntarily made him- 
self a party j and in any of those cases, the Court shall 
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pass a deci^ee, or render judgement, for bragaih^t exe- 
cutors or adminiatratops, as to right appehairis. But 
where an executor or administrator of a deceased Te- 
spondent or defendant becomes a party, the Court, tip- 
on motion, shall grant such a continuance of the <:ause 
as to the Judges shall appear;proi)er. 

Sect. 12. Whenever a person, -not being an exectitor 
or administrator, appeals from a decree of the Chancel- 
lor, or applies for a writ of error, such appeal or Writ 
shall be no stay of proceeding in the Chuncery, or the 
Court to which the writ issues, unlefss thre ^pptfUant or 
plaintiff* in error shall give sufficient security, to be ap- 
proved respectively by the Chancellor, or by a Judge 
of the Court from which the writ issues, th«t the appel- 
lant or plaintiff in error shall prosecute respectively 
his appeal or writ to ^effect, and pay the condemnation 
•money and all costs, or otherwise abide the decree in 
appeal or the judgement in error, if he fail to make 
his plea good. 

. -Skct. 13. No WTit of error shall be brought uipon 
any judgement heretofore confessed, entered or render- 
ed, but within five years from this time ; nor upon any 
judgment hereafter to be confessed, entered, or render- 
ed, but within five years after the confessing, entering, 
or rendering thereof, unless the person entitled to such 
writ be an infant, feme covertj non comfios menth^ or a 
prisoner, and then within ^yt years exclxisivc of the 
time of such disability. 

Sect. 14. The equity jurisdiction heretofore exeixis- 
jed by the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, shall 
be separated from the Common Law jurisdiction, and 
vested in a Chancellor, who shall hold Courts of Clian- 
cery in the severaj counties of this State. In cases of 
equity jurisdiction, whei'e the Cliancellor is interested, 
the cognizjance thereof shall belong to the Court of Com- 
ruon Vleas, with an appeal to the High Court of Errors 
and Appeal*. 

Skct. 15. The Judges of the Court of Common 
Pleas, or any two of them, shall compose the Orphan's 
Court of each county, and may exercise the ecjuity ju- 
risdiction heretofoj'e exerased by the Orphan's Courts^ 

ex- 
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'except as to the adjusting ^nd settling executors, ad- 
xrunistrators and guardian's accounts ; in which cases 
th^y shall have an appellate jurisdiction from the sen- 
tence or decree of tlie Register. This Court may issue 
process thiwighout the State, to compel the attendance 
of witnesses* Appeals may be made from the Orphan's 
Cqui% in cases where that Court has original jurisdic- 
tion, to the Supreme Court, whose decision shall be 
iinaj. 

S^.CT. 16. An executor, administrator, or guardian, 
shall file every account with the Register for the county, 
who shall, as soon as conveniently may be, carefully ex- 
amine the particulars with the proofs thereof, in the 
presence of such executor, administrator or guardian, 
am} shall, adjust and settle the same, accoixUng to the 
veiy right of tlie matter, and the law of the land ; 
which account so settled, shall remain in his office for 
inspection; and the executor, administrator, or guardian, 
shall within three months after such settlement give due 
notice in writing to all persoijs entitled to shares of the 
estate, or to tJieir guardians respectively, if residing 
within the State, that the account is lodged in the said 
office -for inspection ; and tlie Judges of the Orphan 'f* 
Court shall hear the exceptions of any persons concern- 
ed, if any be made, and thereupon allow no demand 
"whatever against the estate of the deceased, unless up- 
on consideration of all circumstances, they shall be fully 
convinced that the same, is therewith justly chargeable. 
Sect- 17, The Registers of the several counties shall 
respectively hold the Register's Court in each . county.— 
Upon the litigation of a cause, the depositions of the 
witnesses examined, shall be taken at large in writing, 
and make part of the proceedings in the cause. This 
Court may issue process throughout the State, to com- 
pel the attendance of witnesses. Appeals may be 
made from a Register's Court to the Supreme Court, 
whose decisions shall be final. In cases where a Re- 
gister is interested in qyestions concerning the probate 
of wills, the granting letters of administation, or execu- 
tors, administrators, or guardian's accounts, the cogni- 
2*pce thereof shall .belong to the Orphan's Court, with 

an 
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an appeal to the Supreme Court, whose decision shall 
be fmal. 

Sect. 18. The Prothonotaries of the Courtof Com- 
mon Pleas may issue process as heretofore, take recog- 
nizances of bail, and sign confessions of judgement ; 
and the Clerks of the SupremeCourt shall have the like 
powers ; no judgement, in the Supreme Court or Court 
of Common Pleas, held for one county, shall bind landk 
or tenements in another, until a testatum feri facias be- 
ing issued, shall be entered of record in the office of 
theProthonotary of the county wherein the lands or tene- 
ments are fituated. 

S EC T . 1 9 . The Judges of the Court of Common Pie as 
shall, by virtue of their offices, compose the Courts of 
General Quarter Sessions of the Peace and Gaol De- 
livery within the several counties. Any two of the 
said Judges shall be a quorum. 

iSECT- 20. The Governor shall appoint a competent 
number of persons to the office of Justice of the Peace, 
not exceeding twelve in each county, until two-tliirds 
of both Houses of the Legislature shall by law direct 
an addition to the number, who shall be commissioned 
for seven years, if so long they shall behave themselves 
well ; but may be removed by the Governor within that 
time on conviction of misbehaviour in office, or on the 
address of both Houses of the Legislature. 

Sect. 21. The style in all process and public acts 
shall be. The State of Delaware. Prosecutions 
shall be carried on in the name of the State, and shall 
conclude, against the peace and dignity of the State. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Sect. 1. There shall be a Court, styled The High 
Court of Errors and Afipeals^ which shall consist of the 
Chancellor and of the Judges of the Supreme Court 
and Court of Common Pleas. " Any four of the Judges 
of this Court may proceed on business ; but any smal- 
ler number may open and adjourn the Court. If any 
of them has rendered judgment, or passed a decree in 
any cause before removal, he shall not sit judicially up- 
on the hearing of the same in this Court, but may as- 
sign the reasons upon which such judgment was ren- 
dered 
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dered, or such decree passed. The Chancellor shall 
preside, except when he cannot sit judicially ; and in 
such cases, or in his absence, the* Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court : but if he is so disqualified or absent, 
then the Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas 
shall preside ; and if he is so disqualified or absent, 
then the next eldest Judge according to priority in date 
of commissions, if present, and not disqualified as a- 
foresaid, shall preside. This Court shall have power 
to issue writs of error to the Supreme Court, and to 
the Court of Common Pleas, and to receive and deter- 
mine appeals from interlocutory or final orders or de- 
crees of the Chancellor. Errors shall be assigned, and 
causes of appeal exhibited in writing speedily, and cita- 
tions duly served on adverse parties. 

Sect. 2. Upon tlie reversal of a judgment of the 
Supreme Court, or of a Court of Common Pleas, or a 
decree of the Chancellor, this Court shall respectively 
render such judgment, or pass such decree, as the 
Supreme Court, or the Court of Common Pleas, or the 
Chancellor ought t« have rendered, or passed, except 
where the reversal is in favour of the plaintiff" or peti- 
tioner, in the original swit, and the damages to be as- . 
sessed, or the matters to be decreed, are uncertain ; in 
any of which cases, the cause shall be remanded, in 
order to a final decision. 

Sect. 3. The Judges of this Court may issue all 
process pmper for bringing records fully before them, 
and for carrying their determinations into execution. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

Sect. i. The members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, tlie Chancellor, the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court, and the Court of Common Pleas, and 
the Attorney-General, shall, by virtue of their offices, 
be Conservators of the peace throughout the State ; and 
the Treasurer, Secretary, Clerks of the Supreme Couit, 
P!x)thonotaries, Registers, Recorders, Sheriffs, and 
Coroners, sh&ll, by virtue of their offices, be conserva- 
tors thereof, Within the counties I'espectively in which 
they reside. 

Sect, 2, The Representative, and when there shall 

be 
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be more than one, the Representatives of the people of 
this State in Congress, shall be voted for at the same 
places where Representatives in the State Legislature 
are voted for, and in the same manner. 

Sect. o» The State Treasurer shall be appointed an- 
nually by theHouse of Representatives with the concur- 
I'ence of the Senate. No person who hath served in 
the office of State Treasurer, shall be eligible to a seat 
in either House of the Legislature, until he shall have 
made a final settlement of his accounts as Treasurer, 
ajid discharged the balance, if any thereon due. 

Sect. 4. Two persons for the olfice of Sheriff, and 
two for the office of Coroner, shall be chosen by the 
citizens residing in each county, and having right to 
vote for Representatives, at the time and places of elec- 
tion of Representatives, one of whom for each office re- 
spectively, shall be appointed by the Governor. They 
shall hold their offices for three years, if so long tliey 
shall behave themselves well, and until successors be du- 
ly qualified ; but no person shall be twice appointed 
Sheriff, upon election by the citizens, in any term of six 
years. The Governor shall fiU vacancies in these offices 
by new appointments, to continue until the next general 
election, and until successors shall be chosen and duly 
qualified. The Legislature, two-thirds of each branch 
concurring, may,when it shall be judged^expedient, vest 
the appointment of Sheriffs and Coronei*s in the Go- 
vernor ; but no person shall be twice appointed Sheriff 
in any terni of six years. 

Sect. 5. The Attorney General, Clerks of the Su- 
preme Court, Prothonotaries, Registers, Clerks of the 
Orphan's Courts and of the Peace, shall respectively be 
commissioned for five years, if so long they shall behave 
themselves well ; but may be removed by the Governor 
within that time, on conviction of misbehaviour in office, 
or on the address of both Houses of the Legislature, 
prothonotaries, Clerks of the Supreme Court, of the 
Orphan's Courts, Registers, Recorders, and Sheriffs, 
shall keep their offices in the town or place in each coun- 
ty, in which tlie Supreme Court and the Court of Com- 
Kion Pleas are usually held, 

At- 



DELAWARE. 145 

Sect. 6. Attornies at law, all inferior officers in the 

treasury department, election officers, officers relating 

'to taxes, to the poor, and to high-ways. Constables and 

Hundred officers, shall be appointed in such manner as 

is or may be directed by law. 

Sect. 7. All salaries and fees annexed to offices shall . 
be moderate ; and no oiticer shall receive any fees what- 
ever, without giving to the person who pays, a receipt 
for them, if required, therein specifying every particu- 
lar and the charge for it. 

Sect. 8. No costs shall be paid by a person ac- 
cused oi> a bill being returned ignoramiia ; nor on ac- 
quittal by a jury, unless a majority of the Judges pre- 
sent at the trial certify, that there was probable cause 
for the prosecution. 

Sect. 9. The rights, privileges, immunities, and 
estates of religious societies and corporate bodies, shall 
remain as if the Constitution of tliis State had not beene 
altered. No clergyman or preacher of the gospel, of 
any denomination, shall be capable of holding any civil 
office in this State, or of being a member of either 
branch of the Legislature, while he continues in the ex- 
ercise of the pastoral or clerical functions. 

Sect. 10. All the laws of this State, existing at the 
time of making this Constitution, and not inconsistent 
with it, shall remain in force, unless they r.hall be alter- 
ed by future laws ; and all actions and prosecutions now 
pending! shall proceed as if tliis Constitution had not 
been made. _ • 

Sect. 1 1. This Constitution shall be prefixed to f^^v^- 
Try edition of the laws made by direction of the Legisla- 
tuivj. 

Sect. 12. The Legislature shall, as soon as con- 
veniently may be, provide by law, for ascertaining what 
statutes, and parts of statutes, shall continue to be in 
force within tiiis State ; for reducing them, and all acts 
of theGeneral Assembly, into such order, and publishing 
them in siicK manner, that thereby the knowledge of 
them may be generally diffused ; for choosing inspec- 
tors and judges of elections, and regulating the same in 
such manner, as shall most effectually guard the rights 

H of 
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of the citizens entitled to vote ; for better securing pd'- 
sonal liberty, and easily and speedily redressing aU 
"wrongful restraints thereof^ for more certainly obtaining; 
returns of impartial juries ; for dividing lands and tene- 
ments in sales by Sheriffs, where they will bear a divi- 
sion, into as many parcels as may be without spoiling 
the whole, and for advertising and making the sales in 
such manner, and at such times and places, as may 
render th^m most beneficial to all persons concerned ; 
and for establishing schools, and promoting aits and sci- 
ences. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Members of the General Assembly, and all officers 
executive and judicial, shall be bound by oath or affir- 
mation, to support the Constitution of this State, and to 
perform the duties of their respective offices with fidelity. 

ARTICLE X. 

The General Assembly, whenever two-thirds of each 
House shall deem it necessary, may, with the approba- 
tion of the Governor, propose amendments to this Con- 
stitution, and at least three, and not more tlian six 
inonths before the next general Election of Representa- 
tives, duly publish them in print for the consideration of 
the People ; and if three-fourths of each bi'anch of the 
X-egislature shall, after snch an election, and before an- 
other, ratify the said amendments, they shall be valid to 
all intents and purposes, as parts of this Constitution. 
No convention shall be called but by the authority of 
tlie People ; and an unexceptionable mode of making 
their sense known, will be for them at a general elec- 
tion of Representatives, to vote also by ballot for or 
(igainfit a convention, as tliey shall severally choose to 
do ; and if thereupon it shall appear, that a majority of 
all the citizens in the State having right to vote for Re- 
presentatives, have voted for a Convention, the General 
Assembly shall accordingly at their next sessions call a 
Convention, to consist of at least as many members as 
there are in both Houses of the Legislatui-e, to be cho- 
sen in the same manner, at the same places, and at the 
same time that Representatives are, by the citizens en- 
titled to vote for Representatives, on due notice given for 

one 
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one month, and to meet within three monthll after they 
shall be elected. 



SCHEDULE. 
THAT no inconveniences may arise from the altera- 
tions of the Constitution of this State, and in order to 
cany the same into complete operation, it is hereby de- 
clared and ordained : 

I. That the President, or in case of his death, ina- 
bility, or absence from the State, the Speaker of the Le- 
^slative Council at that time, and in case of his death, 
inability, or absence from the State, the Speaker of the 
House of Assembly at that time, shall respectively, 
with the Priv)^ Council, exercise the Executive Authority 
of this State until the third Tuesday in January next. 
If the death, inability, or absence of the President shall 
happen after the first Tuesday of next October, and be- 
fore the first Tuesday in next January, then the Exe- 
cutive Authority shall devolve upon the person who was 
Speaker of the Council at the next preceding session of 
the General Assembly; and incase of his death, ina- 
bility, or absence, upon the person who was Speaker of 
the House of Assembly at the said next preceding ses- 
sion. 

II. That all persons holding offices to which, under 
this Constitution, appointments are to be made by the 
Governcw, shall continue in the exercise of the duties of 
their respective offices until the fii'st^Tuesday of Octo- 
ber, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three, 
unless their commissions shall sooner expire by their 
own limitations, or the said offices shall become vacant 
by death or resignation, and no longer, unless re-ap- 
pointed and commissioned by the Governor. 

HI. That justice shall be administered in the several 
counties of this State, until the period last mentioned, 
by the same justices, in the same, courts and in the same 
raianner as heretofore. 

IV. That the Sheriffs elected at October next, shall 
hold their respective commissions two years and no- 
longer, from that time; or until new Sheriffi^ are elect- 
ed 
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cd and appointed ; and such persons shall not be again 
eligible until the expiration of three years after their 
commissions cease. 

V. That the elections of Governor, Senators, and 
llcpreseetatives, shall be conducted by the same persons, 
and in the same manner, as is prescribed by the election 
3aws of this State, concerning the election of members 
of the Council and of the House of Assembly ; and the 
returas thereof shall be made respectively . to the per- 
son exercising the Executive Authority, to the Senate, 
and to the House of Representatives. 

VI. The first meeting of the Legislature under this 
Constitution shall be at the town of Dover. 

Done in Convention, the twelfth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-two, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America, the sixteenth. In testimony 
whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names. 
THO. MONTGOMERY, President. 

John Dickenson, James Morris, 

Robert Armstrong, Richard Bassett, 

Edward Roche, Benjamin Dill, 

William Johnson, Henry Molliston^ 

Robert Haughey, Andrew Ban-att, 

George Monro, Isaac Cooper, 

Robert Coram, George Mitchell, 

Kensey Johns, John W. Batson, 

Nicholas Ridgely, Rhoads Shankland, 

John Claiyton, Isaac Beauchanip, 

Thomas White, Daniel Polk. 
Manlove Emerson, 

(Attest.) JAMES BOOTH, Secretary. 



MARYLAND. 

^ nBCLJRJTIOJ\r OF RIGHTS, and the Comfituiion 
and Fomi of Gcrvemmtiitj agreed to by the Delegates of 
Jdiaryland in free and full Convention assembled* 

A DECLARATIOJ^ of RIGHTS, ^c. 

THE Parliament of Great Britain, by a Declarato- 
ry Act, having assumed a right to make laws to 
bind the Colonies in all cases whatsoever, and, in pursu- 
ance of such claim, endeavoured,, by force of arms, 
to subjugate the United Colonies to an unconditional 
submission to their will and power, and having at length 
constrained them to declare themselves independent 
States, and to assume government under the autliority 
of the People : — Thercfore, we the Delegates of Ma- 
ryland, in free and full Convention assembled, taking 
into our most serious consideration the best means of 
establishing a good Constitution in this State, for the 
sure foundation and. more permanent security thereof, 
declare, 

I. That all Government, of right, originates from 
the People, is founded in compact only, and instituted 
solely for the good of the whole. 

II. That the People of this State ought to have the 
sole and exclusive right of regulating the internal go» 
verment and police thereof. 

in. That the inhabitants of Maryland are entitled 
to the common law of England, and the trial by jury, 
according to the course of that law, and to the bciieiit 
of such of the EnglisJli statutes, as existed at the time 
of thch' first emigi*ati on, and which, l)y experience, have 
been found applicable to their local and other circum- 
stances, and of such others as have been since made 
in England, or Great Britain, and have been introdu- 
ced, used, and practised by the Courts of law or equi- 
ty ; and also to all -Acts of Assembly, in force on the 
first of June, seventeen hundred and seventy-four, ex- 
cept such as may have since expired, or have been* or 

may 
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may be altered by acts of Convention, or this declaration 
of Rights-r-subject, nevertheless, to the revision of, and 
amendment or repeal by, the Legislature of this State i 
and the inhabitants of Maryland are also entitled to 
all property, derived to tliem from or under the charter 
granted by his Majesty Charles I. to C»cilius Calvert, 
Baron of Baltimore. 

IV. That all persons invested with the Legislative 
or executive powers of Government, are the trustees of 
the public, and, as such, accountable for their conduct j 
wherefore, whenever the ends of government are per- 
verted, and public liberty manifestly endangered, and 
all other means of redress are inetiectual, the People 
may, and of right ought, to reform the old or establish 
a new goven^ment. The doctrine "of non-resistance a- 

'^ain^t arbitraty power and oppression, is absurd, slavish, 
, and destructive of the good and happiness of mankind. 

V. That the right, in the people, to participate in tlic 
Legislature, is the best security of liberty, and thefoun- 
dationof all free government ; for this purpose, elections 
ought to be free and frequent, and every man having 
property in, a common interest with, and an attachment 
to tlie community, ought to have a right of suffrage- 

VI. That the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial 
powers of Government, ought to be forever separate 
and distinct from each other. 

VII. That no power of suspending laws, or the exe- 
cution of laws, unless by, or derived from the Legisla- 
ture, ought to be exercised or allowed. 

- VIII. That freedom of speech and debates, or pro- 
ceedings in the Legislature, ought not to be impeached 
ia any other Court or Judicature. 

IX. That a place for the meeting of the Legislature 
ought to be fixed, the most convenient to the members 
thei*eof, and to the' depository of public records ; and 
the Legislature ought not to be convened or held at any 
other place, but from evident necessity. 
• X. That, for redress of grievances, and for amend- 
ing, strengthening, and preserving the laws, the Le* 
gislature ought to be frequently convened.. 

XI. That every man hath a right to a petition the 

Le- 
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legislature, for the redress of grievances, in a peacea 
ble and orderly manner. 

XII. That no aid, charge, tax, fee, or fees, ought to 
be set, rated, or levied, under any pretence, without 
consent of the Legislature. 

XHL That the levying taxes by the poll is grievous 
and oppressive, and ought to be abolished : that pau- 
pers ought not to be assessed for the support of govern- 
ment ; but every otherj)erson in the State ought to con- 
tribute his proportion of public taxes, for the support 
of government, according to his actual worth, in real or 
personal property, within the State ; yet fines, duties, 
or taxes, may properly and justly be imposed and laid, 
with a political view, for the good government and bent- 
fit of the community. 

XIV. That sanguinary laws ought to be avoided, as 
far as is consistent with the safety of the State ; and 
no law, to inflict cruel and unusual pains and penalties, 
ought to be made in any case, or at any time hereafter. 

XV. That retrospective laws, punishing facts com- 
mitted before the existence of such laws, and by them 
only declared criminal, are oppi-essive, unjust, and in- 
compatible with liberty ; wherefore no ex fiost facto law, 
ought to be made. 

XVI. That no law, to attaint particular persons of 
treason or felony, ought to be made in any case, or at 
any time hereafter. 

XVII. That every freeman, for any injury done liim 
in his person or property, ought to have remedy, by the 
course of the law of the land, and ought to have justice 
and right, freely without sale, fully without any denial, 
and speedily without delay ,according to the law of thelanc\ 

XVIII. That the trial of facts, where they arise, is 
one of the greatest securities of the lives, liberties, and 
estates of the people. 

XIX. That in all criiminal prosecutions^ eveiy man 
hath a right to be informed of the accusation against 
him ; to have a copy of the indictment or charge in due 
time (if required) to prepare for his defence ; to be al- 
lowed counsel ; to be- confronted with the witnesses 
against him ; to have process for his witnesses ; to ex- 
aijiiiae the witnesses, for and against him, on oath 5 and 
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to a speedy trial by an impartial jury,* without whose 
unanimous consent, he ought not to be found guilty. 

JCX. That no man ought to be compelled to give 
evidence against himself, in a common court of law, or 
in any other court, but in such Cjases as have been usual- 
ly practised m this State, or may hereafter be directed 
by the Legislature. 

XXI. That no freeman ought to be taken, or im- 
jnisoned, or disseized of his freehold, liberties, or pri- 
> ileges, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner de- 
stroyed, or deprived of his life, liberty, or property, but 
by the judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land. 

XXII. That excessive bail ought not to be required, 
nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual pun- 
ishments inflicted, by the courts of law. 

XXIII. That all warrants, without oath or affirma- 
tion, to search suspected places, or to seize any per- 
son or property, are grievous and oppressive ; ' and all 
general warrants, to search suspected places, or to ap- 
prehend suspected persons, without naming or descri- 
bing the place, or the person in special— are illegal and 
ought not to be granted. 

XXIV. That there ought to be no forfeiture of 
any pari of the estate of any person, for any crime ex- 
cept murder, or treason against the State, and then only 
on connction and attainder, 

XX\r. That a weir regulated militia is the proper and 
naturi^l defence of a free government. 

XXV L That standing armies are dangerous to liber- 
ty, and ought not to be raised or kept up, without con- 
sent of the Legislature. 

XXVII. That in all cases, and at all timies, the mi- 
litary ought to be vmder stjict subordinertion to, and 
control of the civil power. 

XXVIII. That no soldier ought to be quartered in any 
Jiouse in time of peace, without the consent of the ow- 
ner ; and in time of war, in such manner only, as the 
Legislature shall direct; 

XXIX. That no person, except regular soldiers, 
jnariners and marines in the service of this State, or 
militia when in actual sei*vice, oUght in any case to he 

Mbject to, or punishable by martial law» 
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XXX* That the independency and uprightness of 
Judges are e«sential to the impaitial administration of 
justice, and a great security to the rights and liberties 
of the People ; wherefore, the Chancellor and Judges 
ought to hold commissions during good behaviour ; and 
the said Chancellor and Judges shall be removed for 
misbehaviour, on conviction in a court of law, and may 
be removed by the Governor, upon the address of the 
General Assembly : provided that two-thirds of all thef 
membei^s of each House concur in such address. That 
salaries, liberal, but not profuse, ought to be secured 
to the Chancellor and the Judges, dunng the contmu- 
ance of their commissions, in such manner, and at 
such times, as the Legislature shall hereafter direct, 
upon consideration of the circumstances of this State.-— 
No Chancellor or Judge ought to hold any uthcr of- 
fice, civil or military, or receive fees or perquisites of 
any kind. 

XXXI. That a long continuance, in the first execu- 
tive departments of power or trust, is dangerous to lib- 
erty ; a rotation, therefore, in those depaitments, is one 
of the est securities of permanent freedom. 

XXXII. That no person ought to hold, at the same 
time, more than one office of profit, nor ought any per- 
son, in public trust, to receive any present from any 
foreign Prince or State, or from the United States, or 
any of them, without the approbation of this State. 

XXXIII. That as it is the duty of eveiy man %9 
worship God in such manner, as he thinks most ac- 
ceptable to him, all persons, professing the Christian 
religion, are equally entitled to protection in their reli- 
gious liberty ; wherefore no person oughtvby any law, 
to be molested in his person or estate, on account of 
his religious persuasion or profession, or for his reli- 
gious practice ; unless, under colour of religion, any 
man shall disturb the good order, peace, or safety of the 
State, or shall infringe the laws of morality, or injure 
others in their natural, civil, or religious rights : nor 
ought any person to be compelled to frequent or main- 
tain, or contribute, unless on contract, to maintain any 
particular place of worship, or any particular ministry |, 

H 2 yet 
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yet the Legislature may, in their descretion, lay a j^ene-- 
ral and equal tax, for the support of the Christian reli- 
g^ion ; leaving to each individual the power of appoint- 
ing the payment over of the money, collected from hin», 
to the support of any particular place of worship or min- 
ister, or tor the benefit of the poor of his own de- 
nomination, or the " poor in general of any particular 
county : but the churches, chapels, glebes, and all other 
property, now belonging to the Church of England, 
ought to remaiJi to the Church of England for ever.-*— 
And all acts of Assembly, lately passed, for collecting^ 
monies for building or repairing particular chi^rches or 
chapels of ease, shall continue ii^ force, and be execii- 
ted, unless the Legislature shall, by act supersede or 
repeal the same : but no county court shall assess any 
quantity of tobacco, or sum of money, hereafter, on 
the application of. any vestry-men or church wardens ^ 
and every encumbent of the church of England^ who 
hath. remained in bis parish, and performed his duty, 
shall be entitled to receive the provision and support es- 
tablished by the act, entitled " An act, for the support 
of the clergy of the church of England, in this pro- 
vince," till the November court of this present year, ta 
be held for the county in which his parish shall lie, or 
partly lie, or for such time as he hath remained in his 
parish, and performed his duty. 

XXXIV. That every gift, sale, or devise of lands, 
to arty minister, public teacher, or pi'eacher of the Gos- 
pel, as such, or to any religious sect, order, or denomi- 
nation, or to, or for the support, use, or benefit of, or 
in trust for, any minister, public teacher, or preacher 
of the gospel, as such, or any religious sect, order, or 
denomination — and every gift or sale of goods, or chat- 
ties, to go in succession, or to take place after the death 
of the seller or donor, or to, or for such support, use, 
or benefit — and also every devise of goods or chatties 
to, or for the support, use, or benefit of any minister, 
public teacher, of preacher of the gospel, as such, or 
any religious sect, order, or denomination, witliout the 
leave of the Legislature, shall be void ; except always 
any sale, gift, lease, or devise of any quantity of land, 

not 
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nt>t exceedini^ two acres, for a church, meeting, or 
other house of worship, and for a burying ground, 
which shall be improved, enjoyed, or used only for such 
purpose — or such sale, gift, lease, or devise, shall be void* 

XXXV. That no other test or qualification ought to 
be required, on admission to any office of trust or pro- 
fit; than such oath of support and fidelity to this State, 
and such oath of office, as shall be directed by this Con- 
vention, or the Legislature of this State, and a declai*a- 
tion of a belief in the Christian religion, 

XXXVI, That the manner of administering an oath 
to any person, ought to be such, as those of the reli- 
gious persuasion, profession, or denomination, of which 
such person is one, generally esteem the most effectu- 
al confirmation, by the attestation of the Divine Being. 
And tliat the people called Quakers, those called Bun- 
kers, and those called Menonists, holding it unlawful 
to take an oatli on any occasion, ought to be allowed to 
make their solemn affirmation, in the manner that 
Quakers have been heretofore allowed to affirm ; and to 
be of the same avail as an oath, in all such cases, as the 
afBrmation of Quakers hath been allowed and accepted 
within this State, instead of an oath. And further, oii 
such affirmation, warrants to search for stolen goods, or 
for the apprehension or commitment of offenders, ought 
to be granted, or security for the peace awarded^ and 
Quakers, Dunkers, or Menofiists, ought also, on their 
solemn affirmation^ as aforesaid, to be admitted as wit- 
nesses in al4 criminal cases not capital. 

XXX VIL That the city of Annapolis, ought to 
have all its rights, privileges, and benefits, agreeable 
to its charter, and the acts of Assembly corifiiming 
and regulating the same, subject nevertheless to such 
alterations as may be made by this Convention or any 
future Legislature. 

XXXVIII. That the Liberty of the Press ought 
to be inviolably preserved. 

XXXIX. That monopolies are odious, contrary to 
the spirit of a free goveniment, and the principles of 
commerce, and ought not to be suffered. 

XL. That no title of Nobility, or hereditary honours, 
ought to be granted '•" this Sts^te. 
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XLI. That the subsisting resolres of this, and tE« 
several Conventions, held for this Colony, ought to be 
in force, as laws, unless altered by this Convention, or 
the Legislature of this State. 

XLIL That this Declaration of Rights, or the Form 
of Govei'nment, to be established by this Convention, 
or any part or either of them, ought not to be altered, 
changed, or abolished, by the Legislature of this State, 
but in such manner as this Convention shall prescribe 
and direct. 

This Declaration of Rights was assented to, and 
passed, in Convention of the Delegates of the 
Freemen of Maryland, begun and held at Anna- 
[ polis, the 14th day of Augtst A.D. 1776. 

By order of the Convention^ 

MAT. TILGHMAN, Presidenf^ 



THE CONSTITUTION, OR FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT, &c. 

I. That the Legislature consist of two distinct branches^ 
a Senate and House of Delegates, which shall be styled^ 
Tfie General jlssembly of Maryland^ 

II. That the House of Delegates shall be chosen i» 
the following manner ; All freemen, above twenty-one 
years of age, having a freehold of fifty acres of land 
141 the county, in which they offer to vote, and residing 
therein — ^and all freemen, having property in this State, 
above the value of thirty pounds current money, and 
having resided in the county, in which they offer to vote, 
one whole year next preceding the election— shall have 
a right of suffrage, in the election of Delegates for such 
county : and all freemen so qualified, shall, on the 
fir:3t 1\Ionday of October, seventeen hundred and seven- 
ty-seven, and on the same day in every year thereafter, 
assemble in the counties, in which they are respective- 
ly qualified to vote, at the Court-house in the said coun- - 
ties, or at such other place as the Legislature shall di- 
rect ; and when assembled, tliey shall proceed to ekct, 
■yivai!oce^ four Delegates for their respective counties, 
of the most wise, sensible, and discreet of the people, 
residents in the county, where they are to be chosen, 

one 
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one -whole year next preceding the election, above twen- 
ty-one years of age, and having, in the {State, real or 
personal property, above the value of five hundred pounds 
current money ; and upon tlie final counting of the polls, 
the four persons, who shall appear to have the greatest 
number of legal votes, shall be declared and returned 
duly elected for their respective counties* 

III. That the Sheriff of each county, or, in case 
of sickness, his deputy, (summoning two Justices of 
the county, who are required to attend for the preser- 
vation of the peace) shall be the Judges of the election, 
and may adjourn from day to day, if necessary, till the 
same be finished so that the whole election shall be 
concluded in four n days; and shall make his return 
thereof, under his hand, to the Chancellor of this State 
for the time being. 

IV. That all persons, qualified by the charter of the 
city of Annapolis, to vote for burgesses, shall, on the 
same first Monday of October, seventeen hundred and 
seventy-seven, and on the same day in every year for 
ever thereafter, elect, viva -voccy by a majority of votes, 
two Delegates, qualified agreeable to the said charter; 
that the Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen of the said 
city, or any three of them, be judges of the election, 
appoint the place in the said city for holding the same, 
and may adjourn from day to day, as aforesaid, and 
shall make return thereof as aforesaid : but the inhabi- 
tants of the said city shall not be entitled to vote for De- 
legates for Anne-Arundel county, unless they have a 
freehold of fifty acres of land in the county distinct 
from the city. 

. V. That all persons, inhabitants of Baltimore town, 
and having the same qualifications, as electoi^s in the 
county, shall, on the same first Monday in October, 
seventeen hundred and seventy-seven, and on the same 
day in every year forever thereafter, at such place in 
the said town, as the Judges sh^ll appoint, elect viva 
•voce^ by a majority of votes, two Delegates, qualified 
as aforesaid; but if the said inhabitants of the town shall 
so decrease, as that the number of persons, having a 
right of suffrage therein, shall have been^ for the space 

of 
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of seven ycavs successively, less than onc-'half the nttitt- 
ber of ^'oters-in some one county in this State, such 
town >hall thenceforward cease to send two Delegatesp 
or Representatives to the House of Delegates,' until 
the ^aid town shall have one-half of the number of vo- 
ters in some one county in this State. 

VI- That the commissioners of the said town, or 
any three or more of them, f^^r the time being, shall 
be Judges of the said election, and may adjourn as a- 
foresaid, and shall make return thereof, as aforesaid : 
but the inhabitants of the said town shall not be entitled 
to vote for, or be elected, Delegates forBaltimore coun- 
ty : neither shall the inhabitants of Baltimore county, 
out of the limits of Baltimore town, be entided to vote 
for, or be elected. Delegates for the said town. 

VII. That on refusal, death, disqualification, resig- 
nation, or removal out of this State, of any Delegate, 
or on his becoming Governor, or member of the Coun- 
cil, a warrant of election shall issue by the Speaker^ 
for the election of another in his place ; of which ten 
days notice, at least (excluding the day of notice and 
the day of election) shall be given. 

VIII. That not less than a majority of the Delegates, 
with their Speaker (to be chosen by them, by ballot) 
constitute a House, for the transaction of any business, 
other than that of adjourning. 

IX. That the House of Delegates shall judge of 
the elections and qualifications of Delegates. 

X. That the House of Delegates may originate all 
moRey bills, propose bills to the Senate, or receive 
those offered by that body, and assent, dissent, or 
propose amendments ; that they may enquire, on the 
oath of witnesses, into all complaints, grievances, and 
offences, as the grand inquest of this State, and may 
commit anyj>erson, for any crime, to the public jail, 
there to remain till he be discharged by due course of 
law. They may expel any member for a great mis-- 
demeanor, but not a second time for the same cause. 
They may es^mine and pass all accounts of the State, 
relating either to the collection or expenditure of the 
•evenue, or appoint auditors to state and adjust the 

same 
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Baltic. They may call for all public or official papers 
and records, and send for persons -whom they may 
judge necessary in the course of their enquiries, con- 
cerning affairs relating to the public interest ; and may 
dircet all office bonds (which shall be made payable to 
the State) to be sued for any breach or duty. 

XI* That the Senate may be at full and perfect li- 
berty to exercise their judgment in passing laws ; and 
that they may not be compelled by the House of Dele- 
grates, either to reject a money bill, which the emergen- 
cy of affairs may require, or to assent to some other 
act of legislation, in their conscience and judgment, in- 
jurious to the public welfare— the House of Delegates 
shall not, on any occasion, or under any pretence^ an- 
nex to, or blend with a money bill, or any matter, clause 
or thing, not immediately relating to, and necessary 
for the imposing, assessing, levying, or applying the 
taxes or supplies to be raised for the support of govern- 
ment, or the current expenses of the State; and to 
prevent altercations about such bills, it is declared, that 
no bill, imposing duties or customs for the mere regu- 
lation of commerce, or inflicting fines for the reforma- 
tion of morals, or to enforce the execution of the laws, 
by which an incidental revenue may arise, shall be ac- 
counted a money bill ; but every bill assessing, levy- 
ing or applying taxes or supplies for the support of go- 
vernment or the current expenses of the State, or ap- 
propriating money in the treasury, shall be deemed a 
money bill. 

XII. That the House of Delegates may punish, by 
imprisonment, any person, who shall be guilty of a 
contempt, in their view, by any disorderly or riotous be- 
haviour, or by threats to, or abuse of their members, 
or by any obstruction to their proceedings. They may 
also punish, by imprisonment, any person, who shall be 
guilty of a breach of privilege, by arresting on civil pro- 
cess, or by assaulting any of their members, during 
their sitting, or on their way to, or return from theHonse 
of Delegates, or by any assault of, or obstruction to their 
officers, in the execution of any order or process, or by 
assaulting or obstinicting any witness, or any other per- 

soix 
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son, attending on, oroii their way to, or from the House, 
or by rescuing any person committed by the House : — 
and the Senate may exercise. the same power, in simi- 
lar cases. 

XIII. That the Treasurers (one for the western, and 
another for the eastern shore) and th6 Commissioners 
of the Loan Office, may be appointed by the House 
of Delegates, during their pleasure ; and in case of re- 
fusal, death, resignation, disqualification, or removal 
out of the State, of any of the said Commissioners or 
Treasurers, in the recess of the General Assembly, the 
Govenior, with the advice of the Council, may appoint 
and commission a fit and proper person to such vacant 
office, to hold the same, until the meeting of the next 
General Assembly. 

XIV* That the Senate be chosen in the following 
manner: All persons, qualified, as aforesaid, to vote 
for county Delegates, shall, on the first day of Septem- 
ber, 178 1, and on the same day in every* fifth year for 
ever thereafter, elect, viva voccj by a majority of votes, 
two persons for their re;spective counties (qualified, as 
aforesaid, to be elected county Delegates) to be elec- 
tors of the Senate : and the Sherift' of each county, or, 
in case of sickness, hisDeputy (summoning two Justices 
of the county, who are required to attend, for the pre- 
servation of peace) shall hold and be judge of the said 
election, and make return thereof, as aforesaid. And 
all persons disqualified as aforesaid, to vote for Dele- 
gates for the city of Annapolis and Baltimore town, shall 
on the same first Monday of September, 1781, and 
on the same day in every fifth year forever thereafter, 
elect, viva voce^ by a majority of votes, one person for 
the said city and town respectively, qualified aa aforesaid, 
to be elected a Delegate for the said city and town re- 
spectively ; the said election to be held in th« same 
manner, as the election of Delegates for the said city 
and town ; the right to elect the said elector, with re- 
spect to Baltimore town, to continue as long a3 the right 
to elect Delegates for the said town. 

XV- That the said electors of the Senate meet at 

\t city of Annapolis, or such other pljvce ^s jhall be 
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appointed for convening the Legislature, on the tliird 
Aloiiday in Septenaber, 1781, and on the same day in 
every fifth year forever thereafter, and they, or any 
tweiity-foiir of them so met, shall pix>ceed to elect, by 
ballot, either out of their own body, or tlie people at 
large, fifteen Senators (nine of whom to be residents on 
tlie western, andsixto be residents on the eastern shore) 
men of the most wisdom, experience and virtue, above 
twenty-ftve years of age, residents of the State above 
three whole years next preceding the election, and hav- 
ini; real and personal property, above the value of one 
thousand pounds current money. 

XVL That th« Senators shall be balloted for,, at one 
and the same time, and out of the gentlemen residents 
of the western shore, who shall be proposed as Senators, 
the nine who shall on, striking the ballots, appear to have 
the greatest numbers in their favour, shall be accord- 
ingly declared and returned duly elected ; and out of 
the gentlemen, residents of the eastern shore^ who 
shall be proposed as Senators, the six, who on striking^ 
the ballots, appear to have the greatest number in their 
favour, shall be accordingly declared and returned duly 
elected ; and if two or more, on the same shore, shall 
have an equal number of ballots in their favour, by which 
the choice shall not be determined on the first ballot, 
then the electors shall again ballot before they sepa- 
rate, in which they shall be confined to the persons who 
on the first ballot shall have had an equal number ; and 
they who shall have the greatest number in their fa- 
vour on the second ballot, shall be accordingly declar- 
ed and returned duly elected; and if the whole number 
should not thu^ be made up, because of an equal num- 
ber on the second ballot still being in favour of two or 
more persons, then the election shall be determined by 
lot, between those who have equal numbers ; v»hich 
proceedings of the electors shall be certified under their 
hands, and returned to the Chancellor for the time 
being. 

XVIL That the electors of Senators shall judge of the 
qualifications and elections of their members ; and on 
a contested election, shall admit to a seat, as an elec-* 

tor 
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tor, such qualified person, as shall appear to them to 
have the greatest number of legal votes in his favour. 

XVIII. That the electors .immediately on their meet- 
ing, and before they proceed to the election of Senators, 
take such oath of support and fidelity to this State, as 
this Convention or the Legislature shall direct, and al- 
«o an oath, " to dect, without favour, affection, parti- 
ality, or prejudice, such persons for Senators as they 
in their judgment and conscience, believe best qualified 
for the office." 

XIX. That in case of refusal, death, resignation, 
disqualification, or removal out of this State, of any Sen- 
ator, or on his becoming Governor, or a member of 
the Council, the Senate shall immediately thereupon, 
or at their next meeting thereafter, elect, by ballot, (in 
the same manner as the electors are above directed to 
choose Senators) another person in his place, for the re- 
sidue of the said term of five years. 

XX. That not less than a majority of the Senate, with 
their President, (to be chosen by them, by ballot) shall 
constitute a House, for transacting any business, other 
than that of adjourning. 

XXI. That the S«nate shall judge of the elections 
and qualifications of Senators. 

XXII. That the Senate may originate any other, ex- 
cept money bills, to which their assent or dissent only 
shall be given j and may receive any other bills from 
the House of Delegates, and assent, dissent or pro- 
pose amendments. 

XXIIL That the General Assembly meet, annually, 
on the first Monday of November, and, if necessary ^ 
oftener. 

XXIV. That each House shall appoint its own offi- 
cers, and settle its own rules of proceeding. 

XXV. That a person of wisdom, experience, and 
virtue, shall be chosen Governor, on the second Mon- 
day of November seventeen hundred and seventy-seven, 
and on the second Monday in every year for ever there- 
after, by the joint ballot of both Houses, (to be taken 
in each House respectively) deposited in a conference 
room ; the boxes to be examined by a joint committee 

of 
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of both Houses, and the numbers severally reported, 
that the appointment may be entered ; which mod« 
of taking the joint ballot of both Houses, shall be a- 
dopted in all cases. But if two or more shall have an 
equal number of ballots in their favor, by which the 
choice shall not be determined on the first ballot, then a 
second ballot shall be taken, which shall be confined to 
the persons, who on the first ballot, shall have had an 
equal number; and if the ballots should again be equal 
between two or more persons, then the election of the 
Oovemor shall be determined by lot, between those 
who have equal numbers ; and if the person chosen Go- 
vernor shall die, resign, remove out of the State, or 
refuse to act (the General Assembly sitting), the Sen- 
ate and House of Delegates shall, immediately there- 
xipon, proceed to a new choice, in manner aforesaid- 

XXVI. That the Senators and Delegates, on the se- 
cond Tuesday of November, seventeen hundred and 
seventy-seven, and annually on the second Tuesday of 
November forever thereafter, elect by joint ballot (in 
the same manner, as Senators are directed to be cho- 
sen) five of the most sensible, discreet, and experienced 
men, above twenty-five years of age, residents in the 
State above three years next preceding the election, 
and having therein a fi*eehold of lands and tenements, 
above the value of one thousand pounds current money, 
to be the Council to the Governor, whose proceedings 
shall be always entered on record, to any part whereof 
any member may enter his dissent ; and their advice, 
if so required by the Governor, or any member of the 
Council, shall be given in writing, and signed by the 
members giving the same respectively ; which proceed- 
ings of the Council shall be laid before the Senate or 
House of Delegates, when called for by them, or ei- 
ther of them. The Council may appoint their own 
Clerk, who shall take such oath of support and fidelity 
to this State, as this Convention, or the Legislature, 
shair direct ; and of secrecy, in such matters, as he 
shall be directed by the board to keep secret. 

XXVII. That the Delegates to Congress, from this 

State, shall be chosen annually, or superseded m th^ 

mean 
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mean time, by the joint ballot of both Houses <tf Assem- 
bly ; and that there be a rotation, in such manner, that 
at least two of tlic number be annually changed ; and 
no person shall be capable of being a Delegate to Con- 
gress for more than thrde in any term of six years ; 
and no person, who holds any office of profit in the 
gift of Congress, shall be eligible to sit in Congress ; 
but if appohited to any such office, his seat shall be 
thereby vacated. That no person, unless above twen- 
ty-one years of age, and a resident in tlie State more 
than five years next preceding the election, and haiing" 
real and personal estate in this State, above the value 
of one thousand pounds current money, , shall be eligi- 
ble to sit in Congress. 

XXVIII. That the Senators and Delegates, imme- 
diately on their annual meeting, and before they proceed 
to any business, and every person, hereafter elected a 
Senator or Delegate, before he acts as such — shall take 
an path of suppoit and fidelity to this State, as aforesaid ; 
and before the election of a Governor, or Members of 
the Council, shall take an oath, "to elect without fa- 
vour, affection, partiality, or prejudice, such person as 
Governor, or member of the Council, as they, in their 
judgment and conscience, believe best qualified for the 
office." 

XXIX. That the Senate and Delegates may adjourn 
themselves respectively ; but if the two Houses shall 
not agree on the same time, but adjourn to different 
days, tlicn shall the Governor appoint and notify one 
of those days, or some day between ; and the Assem- 
bly shall then meet and be held accordingly : and he 
shall, if necessary, by advice of the Council, call thera 
before the time, to which they shall in any manner be 
adjourned, on giving not less than ten days notice tlicre- 
of : but the Governor shall not adjoura the Assembly, 
otherv/ise than as aforesaid, nor prorogue or dissolve 
it at any time. 

XXX. That no person, unless above twenty-five years 
of age, a resident in this State above five years next 
preceding the election — and having in the State real and 

personal property, above tlie value of five thousand 

. pounds 
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pounds current money (one thousand pounds whereof, 
at least, to be freehold estate) shall be eligible as Go- 
vernor. 

XXXI. That the Governor shall not continue in 
that office longer than three years successively, nor 
be eligible as Governor, until the expiration of four 
years, after he shall have been out of that office. 

XXXII. That upon the death, resignadou, or remo- 
val out of this State, of the Governor, the first named 
of the Council, for the time being, shall act as Gover- 
nor, and qualify in the same manner, and shall immedi- 
ately call a meeting of the 'General Assembly, giving 
not less than fourteen days notice of the meetiwg, at 
which meeting, a Ciovemor shall be appointed, in plan- 
ner aforesaid, for the residue of the year. 

XXXIII. That the Governor, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Council, may embody the mili- 
tia; and, when embodied, shall alone have the direction 
thereof J and shall also have the direction of all the regu- 
lar land and sea forces, under the laws of. this State^ 
(but he shall not command in person, unless advised 
thereto by the Council, and then only so long, as they 
shall approve thereof); and may alone exercise all o- 
ther the executive powers of government, where the 
concurrence of the Council is not required, according to 
the laws of this State, and grant reprieves or pardons, 
for any crime, except in such cases where the law shall 
otherwise direct: and may^ during the recess of the 
General Assembly, lay embargoes, to prevent the de- 
parture of any shipping, or the exportation of any com- 
modities, for anytime not exceeding thirty days in any 
one rear — summoning the General Assembly to meet 
within the time of the continuance of such embargo ; 
and may also order and compel any vessel to ride qua- 
rantine, if such vessel, or the port from which she may 
have come, shall, on strong grounds, fee suspected to 
be infected with the plag-ue ; but the Governor shall net 
under any pretence, exercise any power or prerogative, 
by virtue of any law, statute, or custom ^ of England or 
Great Britian. 

That 
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XXXIV. That the Members of the Council, or any 
three or more of them, when convened, shall constitute 
a board, for the transacting of business ; that the Go- 
vernor, for the time being, shall preside in the Council, 
and be entitled to a vote, on all questions, in whicH 
Ithe Council shall be divided in opinion : and, in the ab- 
sence of the Governor, the first named of the Council 
shall preside ; and, as such, shall also vote, in all ca- 
ses, where the other members disagree in their opinion. 

XXXV. That, in case of refusal, death, resignation, 
disqualification, or removal out of the State, of any 
person chosen a Member of the Council, the Mem- 
bers thereof, immediately thereupon, or at their next 
meeting thereafter, shall elect by ballot, another person 
(qualified as afoi-esaid) in his place, for the residue of 
the year. 

XXXVI. That the Council shall have power to make 
the great seal of this State, which shall be kept by the 
Chancellor for the time being, and affixed to aU laws, 
commissions, grants, and other public testimonials, as 
has been heretofore practised in this State. 

XXXVII. That no Senator, Delegate of Assem- 
bly, or Member of the Council, if he shall qualify as 
such, shall hold or execute any office of profit, or re- 
ceive the profits of any office exercised by any other 
person, during the time, for which he shall be elected ; 
nor shall any Governor be capable of holding any other 
office of profit in this State, while he acts as such— 
And no person, holding a place of profit, or receiving 
any part of the profits thereof, or receiving the profits 
or any part of the profits arising on any agency, for 
the supply of cloathing or provisions for the army or 
navy, or holding any office under the United States, 
or any of them— or a minister, or preacher of the gos- 
pel, of any denominatoin— or any person empFoyed in 
the regular land service, or marine of this or the Unit- 
ed States — ^shall have a seat in the General Assembly, 
or in the Councif of this State. 

XXXVIII. That every Governor, Senator, Dele- 
giate to Congress, or Assembly, and Member of the 
Council, before he acts as such, shall take an oath, 

that 
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^* that he will not receive, directly or indirectly, at any 
time, any part of the profits of any office, held by any 
other person, during his acting in his office of Gover- 
nor, Senator, Delegate to Congress, or Assembly, or 
Member of the Council, or the profits, or any part 
of the profits, arising on any agency, for the supply 
of cloathing or provisions for the army or navy,'* 

XXXIX. That if any Senator, Delegate to Congress 
or Assembly, or Member of the Council, shall hold or 
execute any office of profit, or receive directly or in- 
directly, at any time, the profits, or any part of the 
pi'ofits, of any office exercised by any other person, dur- 
ing his acting as Senator, Delegate to Congress or As- 
sembly, or Member of the Council — his seat (on con- 
viction, in a Court of Law, by the oath of two credible 
witnesses) shall be void ; and he shall suffer the punish- 
ment of wilful and corrupt perjury, or be banished this 
State forever, or disqualified forever from holding any 
office or place of trust or pvofit, as the Court may judge* 

XL. That the Chancellor, all Judges, the Attorney 
General, Clerks of the General Court, the Clerks of 
the County Courts, the Registers of the Land Office, 
and the Registers of Wills, shall hold their commissi- 
ons during good behaviour, removable only for misbe- 
haviour, on conviction in a Court of law. 

XLI. That there be a Register of Wills appointed 
for each county, who shall be commissioned by the Go- 
vernor, on the joint recommendation of the Senate and 
House of Delegates ; and that upon the death, resigna- 
tion, disqualification, qr removal out of the county, of 
any Register of Wills, in the recess of the General 
Assembly, the Governor, with the advice of the Coun- 
cil, may appoint and commission, a fit and proper per- 
son to such vacant office, to hold the same, until the 
meeting of the Genei'al Assembly. 

XLIL That Sheriffs shall be elected in each county, 
by ballot, every tliird year ; that is to say, two persons 
for the office of Sheriff for each county, the one of 
whom having the majority of votes, or if both have an 
equal number, either of them, at the discretion of the 
Governor, to be commissioned by the Governor, for the 

said 
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said office ; and having served for three years, such per- 
son shall be ineligible, for the four years next succeed- 
ing ; bond with security to be taken every year, as usu- 
al ; and no Sheriff shall b^ qualified to act before the 
same is given. In case of death, refusal, resignation, 
disqualification, or removal out of the cx>unty, before tlie 
expiration of three years, the other pei'son, chosen as 
aforesaid, shall be commissioned by the Governor, to 
execute the said o^ce, for the residue of the said three 
years, the said person giving bond and security as a- 
foresaid ; and in case of death, refiisal, resignation, dis- 
qualification, or removal out of the county, before the 
expiration of the said three years, the Governor, with 
the advice of the Council, may nominate and commis- 
sion a fit and proper, person, to execute the s^id of- 
fice for the residue of tiie said three years, the said 
person giving bond and security as aforesaid. The elec- 
tion shall be held, at the same time and plaee, appyoint- 
ed for the election of Delegates; and the Justices, there 
summoned to attend, for the preservation of the peace, 
shall be judges thereof, and of the qualiBcation of candi- 
dates, who shall appoint a clerk to take the ballots. All 
freemen, above the age of twenty-one years, having a 
freehold of fifty acres of land in the county, in which 
they offer to ballot, and residing therein— ^nd all fire- 
men above the age of twenty-one years, and having pro- 
perty in the State above the value of thirty pounds cur- 
rent money, and having resided in the county in which 
tlieyoHer to ballot, one whole year next preceding. the 
election — shall have a right of suffrage. No person 
to be eligible to the office of Sheriff for a county, but 
an inhabitant of the said county, above the age of twen- 
ty-one years, and having real and personal property in 
the State, above the value of one thousand pounds cur- 
rent money. The Justices aforesaid, shall examine the 
ballots J and the two candidates properly qiialified, hav- 
ing in each county the majority of legal ballots, shajl 
be declared duly elected for the office of Sherili' for su,ch 
county, and returned to the Governor and Council, with 
a certificate of the number of ballots for each of them. 

That 
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XLIIL That every person, who shall oHer to vote 
for Delegates, or for the election of the Senate, or for 
tJie Sheriff', shall, (ifrequired by any three pei-sons qlia- 3 
liBed to vote) before he be admitted to poll, take such 
oath or affirmation of support and fidelity to this State, 
as this Convention, or the Legislature, shall direct. 

XLIV. That a Justice of the Peace may be eligible 
as a Senator, Delegate, or member of the Council, and 
may continue to act as a Justice of the Peace. 

XLV. That no field officer of the militia be eligible 
as a Senator, Delegate, or Member of the Council. -i 

XLVI. That all civil officers, hereafter to be appoint- 
ed for the several counties of this State, shall have been 
residents of tlie county, respectively, for which they 
shall be appointed, six months next before their ap- 
pointment ; and shall continue residents of their coun- 
ty, respectively, during their continuance in office. 

XLVII. That the Judges of the General Court, and 
Justices of the County Courts, may appoint the clerks 
of their respective courts ; and in case of refusal, death, 
resignation, disqualification, or removal out of the State, 
or from their respective shores, of the clerks of the 
General Court, or either of them, in the vacation of 
the said court— and in case of the refusal, death, resig- 
nation, disqualification, or removal out of the county, 
of any of the said county clerks, in the vacation of the 
County Court, of which he is clerk — the Governor, 
with the advice of the Council, may appoint and com- 
mission a fit and proper person to such vacant office re- 
spectively, to hold the same until the meeting of the 
1 next General Court, or County Court, as the case may 
I be. 

\ XLVIII. That the Governor, for the time being, witli 

the advice and consent of the Council, may appoint the 
Chancellor, and all Judges and Justices, the Attorney 
General, Naval officers, officers in the regular land and 
sea service, Officers of the Militia, Registers of the 
land-office, Sui"Vcyors, and all other civil officers of go- 
vernment, (Assessors, Constables, and Overseers of the 
Roads, only excepted) and may also suspend or remove 
any civil officer, who has not a commission, during good 

I be- 
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behaviour ; and may suspend any militia officer, for one 
month ; and may also suspend or remove any regular 
oiiicer in the land or sea service : and the Governor 
may remove or suspend >any militia officer, in pursu- 
ance of the judgment of a Court Martial. 

XLIX. That all civil officers of the appointment of 
the Governor and Council, who do not hold commissi- 
ons during good behaviour, shall be appointed aimu- 
ially in the third week of November. But if any of 
them shall be re-appointed, they may continue to act, 
without any new commission or qualification ; and eve- 
ry officer, though not re-appointed, shall continue to act, 
until the person who shall Reappointed and commission- 
ed in his stead, shall bequaliaed. 

L. That the Governor, every member of the Council, 
and every Judge and Justice, before they act as suchj 
shall respectively take an oath, " That he will not, 
through favour, affection, or partiality, vote for any per- 
son to office, arid that he will vote for such person, as, 
in his judgment and conscience, he believes most fit, 
and best qualified for the office : and that he has not 
made, nor will make, any promise or engagement, to 
give his vote or interest in favour of any person." 

LI- That there be two Registers of the land office, 
one upon the western, and one upon the eastern shore, 
that short extracts of the grants and cevtiiicates of the 
land, on tire western and eastern shores, respectively, 
be made in separate books, at the public expense, and 
deposited in the offices of the said Registers, in such 
manner, as shall hereafter be provided by the General 
Assembly. 

LII. That every Chancellor, Judge, Register of 
Wills, Commissioner of the Loan Office, Attorney -Ge- 
neral, SheiiiT, Treasurer, Naval Officer, Register of 
the Land Office, Register of the Chancery Court, and 
every Clerk of the Common Law Courts, Surveyor, and 
Auditor of the Public Accounts, before he acts as such, 
shall take an oath " that he will not directly or indirect- 
ly receive any fee or reward, for doing his office of 
but what is, or shall be allowed by law : nor will, di- 
rectly or indirectly, receive the profits or any partol 

the 
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tiic profits of any office, held by any other person ; And 
that lie does not hold the same office in trust, or for 
the benefit of any other person." 

L.III. That if any Governor, Chancellor, Judge, Re- 
gister of the Land Office, Register of the Chancery 
Court, or any Clerk of the Common Law Ccurt'^, Tiet - 
surer, Naval Officer, Sheriff, Surveyor, or Auditor of 
PublicAccounts, &c. shall receive directly or indirectly 
at any time, the profits, or any part of the proiits of 
any office, held by any other person, during his actinj^ 
in the office to which he is appointed ; his election, ap- 
appointment, and commission (on conviction, in a Coiu t 
of law, by oath of two credible witnesses) shall be void, 
and he shall suffer the punishment for wilful and cor- 
rupt perjury, or be banished this State forever, or dis- 
qualified forever, from holding any of lice or place of 
trust or profit, as the Court may adjudge. 

LIV. That if any person shall give any bribe, pre- 
sent or reward, or any promise, or any security for the 
payment or delivery of JUiy money, or any other thing, 
to obtain or procure a vote, to be Governor, Senator, 
Delegate to Congress, or Assembly, Member of the 
Council, or Judge, or to be appointed to any of the 
said of'ices, or to any office of prof-t or trust, now cre- 
ated, or hereafter to be created in this State— the per- 
son giving, and the person recei^dng the same (on con- 
viction in a Court of law) shall be forever disqualified to 
hold any ofr!ce of tinist or pix>iU in this State. 

LV. That every person, appointed to any office of 
profit or trust, shall, before he enters on the execution 
thereof, take the following oath, to wit, " I, J, B. do 
swear. That I do not hold my self bound in allegiance 
to the King of Great Britian, and that I will be faithful, 
and bear time allegiance to the State of Maryland," and 
shall also subscribe a declaration of his belief in the 
Christian Religion. 

LVL That there be a Court of Appeals, composed 
of persons of integrity and sound judgment in the law, 
v/hose judgment shall be final and conclusive, in all 
cases of appeal, from the General Court, Court of 
Chancery, and Court of Admiralty \ that one person 

of 
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of integrity and sound judgment in the law, be appoint* 
cd Chancellor ; that three persons of integrity and sound 
judgment in the law, be appointed Judges of the Court 
now called the Provincial Court ; and that the ss^me court 
he hereafter called and known by the name of The Gen^ 
eral Court : which Court shall sit on the western ajid 
eastern shores, for transacting and determining the bu- 
siness of the respective shores, at such tiihes and pla- 
ces, as the future Legislature of this State shall direct 
and appoint. 

LVII. That the style of all laws run thus: ^^Beit 
tnactcd by the General Asseinbly of Maryland** That 
all public commissions and grants run thus : " The 
State of Maryland^'* &c. and shall be signed by the 
Governor, and attested by the Chancellor, with the seal 
of the State annexed — except military commissions, 
which shall not be attested by the Chancelloi, or have 
the seal of the State annexed ; that all writs shall run 
in the same style, and be attested, scaled, and signed 
as usual. That all indictments shall conclude, " ^f- 
gainst the peace ^ government^ and di§ffiitij of the State.*'' 

LVIII. That all penalties and forfeitures, heretofore 
going to the King or proprietary, shall go to the State 
— save only such, as the General Assembly may abo- 
lish or othei'wise provide for. 

LIX. That this Form of Government, and the De- 
claration of Rights, and no part thereof, shall be altered, 
changed, or abolished, unless a bill so to alter, change, 
or abolish the same, shall pass the General Assembly, 
and be published at least three months before a new 
election, and shall be confirmed by the General Assem- 
bly, after a new election of Delegates, in the first ses- 
sion after such new election; provided, that nothing in 
this Form of Government, which relates to the eastern 
shore particularly, shall at any time hereafter be al- 
tered, unless for the alteration and confirmation thereof, 
at least tAVo-thirds of all the members of each branch 
of the General Assembly shall concur. 

LX. That every bill, passed by the General Assem- 
bly, when engrossed, shall be presented by the Speaker 
of the House of Delegates, in the Senate, to the Go, 
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vemor fot* the time being, who shall ^igti the same, 
und the'reto afiix the great seal, in the presence of the 
Members of both Houses : every law shall be lecorcied 
in the General Court Oftice of the western shore, and 
in -due time printed, published, and certified under the 
gi'eat seal to the several County Courts, in the same 
itianner as hath been heretofore used in this State. 

"This Form of Government was assented to, and pas- 
sed in Convention of the Delegates of the Freemen 
of Maryland, begun and held at the City of Anna- 
polis, the 14th day of August, A. D. 1776. 
By order of the Convmtion^ 

M. TILGHMAN, Presidenc. 



AMENDMENTS to this CONSTITUTION. 
ALL those parts of the Constitution and Form of Go- 
Ternment that prevent a citizen, conscientiously scru- 
pulous of taking an oath in any case, and who are per- 
mitted by the Constitution to afiii^m in certain cases, 
from taking a seat in the Legislature, or from being an 
elector of the Senate, without taking ai\ oath of support 
to this government, shall be repealed ; and hereafter 
a solemn affirmation, or declaration of support to this 
Government may be taken, and shall be received instead 
of an oath, by any citizen chosen a delegate or elector 
of the Senate, conscientiously scrupulous of taking an 
oath in any case, and who \t permitted by theConstitutioii» 
to afiirm in certain cases. — Nov. ITS 8, C.42, ^ 2.com- 
lirmed by 1789. C. I. . 

Every person being a member of either of the sects 
or societies called Quakers, Menonists, Bunkers, or Ni-* 
colites, or new Quakers, and who shall be conscientious - 
ly* scrupulous of taking an oath on any occasion, being 
otherwise qualified and duly elected a Senator, Dele- 
gate, or Elector of the Senate, or being otherwise qua^ 
lifted and duly appointed or elected to any office of pro- 
fit or ti-ust, on making affirmation, instead of taking 
the several oaths appoi»ted by the Constitution and 
Form of Government, and the several Acts of Assem- 
bly of th's State now in force, or that hereafter may be 
made, *uch person may hold and exercise any oflice of 

profit 
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profit or trust to which he may be appointed or elected? 
and may^ by such aiHrmation, qualify himself to take a 
seat in the Legislature^ and to act therein as a mem- 
ber of the same in all cases whatever, or to be an elec- 
tor of the Senate, in as full and ample manner, as per- 
sons ai'e now competent and qualitied to act who are 
not conscientiously scrupulous of taking such oaths; 
and the several clauses and sections of the Consti- 
tution contrary to the provisions of this Act, so far as 
they respect either of the sects or societies aforesaid^ 
shall be repealed, on the confirmation hereof. — 1794, 
C. 49, § I, 3, confirmed by 1795, C. 11. 

That all and every part of the Constitution and Form 
of Government relating to the judges, time, place, and 
manner of holding elections in the city of Baltimore, and 
all and every part of the second, third, fifth, fourteentK 
and forty-second sections of the Constitution and Form 
of Government of this State, which relate to the judges, 
place, time, and manner of holding the several elections 
for Delegates, Electors of the Senate, and the Sheriffs 
of the several counties, be and the same are hereby a- 
brogated, repealed, and annulled, and the same shall 
hereafter be regulated by law. — Passed 1798 ; confirm- 
ed 1799. 

Every free white male citizen of this State, and no 
other, above 21 years of age, having refided 12 months 
in the county next preceding the election at which he 
offers to vote, and every free white male citizen of this 
tstate above 21 years of age, and having. obtained a re- 
sidence of 12 months next preceding the election in the 
city of Baltimore, or the city of Annapolis, and at 
which he offers to vote, shall have a right of sufl'rage, 
and shall vote, by ballot, in the election of such county 
or city, or either of them, for Delegates to the General 
Assembly, Electors of the Senate, and Sheriffs. — Pas*- 
sed 1801; confirmed 1802. . 

[The rest of the alterations of tliis Constitution relate 
only to the number and boundaries of election districts 
in the respective counties of the State.] 



VIRGINIA. 

The CONSTITUTION^ or Form of GovernntenU agrttdis 
and refolved upon by the Delegates and Reprefentatives of 
the feveral Counties and Corporations of Virginia^ in a 
General C^nvmtisn held at IVtlliamJburgh^ on the btb of 
May^ and continued iy adjournments to the Sth of July 
1776. 

WE, the Delegates and Reprefentatives of the good 
People of Virginia, dj declare the future form 
of Government of Virginia to be as folUnvetli : — 
The Legiflative, Executive, and Judiciary Depart- 

I ments, fliall be feparate and dirtin(S:, fo that neither 
cxercife the powers properly belonging to the other; 

' nor (hail any perfon exercife the powers of more than 

one of them at the fame time, except that the Juflices 

i of the County Courts fliall be eligible to eiiher Hoofe 

i of Aflembly. 

I The Legiflative fhall be formed of two diilin(^ branch- 

I €F, who, together, ftjall be a complete Legiflaturie, 

They (hall meet once, or oftener, every year, and fliall 

f be called, The General Jljfcmhly of Virginia. One of 

) t he fe fliall be called, The tlotife of Delegates^ and confift 
of two Reprel'entatives, to be chofen for each couniy, 
and for the diftri«5t of Well-Augufta, annually, of i'uch 
m?n as actually refide in, and are freeholders of the 
fame, or duly qualified, according to law, and alio of 
one Delegate or Ileprefentative, to be chofen annually 
for the city of Williamflburgh, and ontf for the borough 
of Norfolk, and a Reprefentaiive for each of fuch other 
cities and boroughs, as may hereafter be allowed par- 
ticular reprelentation by the Legiflarure ; but when 
any city or borough fliall ^o decreafe, as that the num- 
ber of perfons^ having right of fuffrage therein, fliall 
have been, for the fpace of feven years fucceflively, 
lefs than half the number of voters in fome one coun- 
ty in Virginia, fuch city or borough i henceforward 

flidU 
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ihall ceafe to fend a Delegate or Reprefcntatiye to the 
Affefnbly. 

The other fhall be called The Senate^ and confif! of 
twcaty-four Members, of whom thirteen fhall confti- 
tute a Houfe to proceed on bulmefs ; for whofiecledtion, 
the different counties fliall be divided into twenty-four 
dittridls ; and each county of the refpedlive di<tri(fl, at 
the time of the eledtion of its Delegates, fliall vote 
for one Senator, who is a^uaily a reftdcnt and free- 
holder within the di(tri6t, ordulv qualified according to 
jaw, and is upwards of twenty I^ve years of age ; and 
the Sheriffs of each county, within five days at farthel^ 
after the laJi county ele^ion in the diMriidt^ flial! meet 
at fome convenient place, and from the pi 11, fo taken in 
their refpeetive counties, return, as a Senator, the roan 
who fliall have the greatefl number c.f votes in the whole 
difirjd^. To keep up this AfTenibly by rotation, the 
diilridts fhall be equally divided into four dalles and 
numbered by lot. At the end of one year, after the 
general ele<51 ion, the fix Members, elcdled by the firft 
divifjon, Jhall be dif^-^laced, and the vacancies thereby 
occafioned, fupplied from fuch clafs or divifion, by 
new ele^lion, in the manper aforefaid. This rotation 
ihail be applied to each divifion, according to its num- 
ber, and continued in due order annually. 

The right of fulfrage in theeledlion of Members for 
both Houies, fliall remain as exerciied at prefent ; and 
each Iloufe fhall cboofe its own Speaker, appoint its 
oNvn officers,, fettle its own rules of proceeding, and 
diret^l writs of election, for thefupplying intermediate 
vacancies. 

All laws fhall originate in the Houfe of Delegates, 
to be approved of or rejedled by the Senate, or to be 
amended, with confent of the Houfe of Delegates ; 
except money bills, which in no inflance fhall be altera 
ed by the Senate, but wholly approved or rejected. 

A Governor or Chief Magiflrate, fhall be chofen 
annually by joint ballot of both Houfes (to be taken in 
each lioufe refpedlively) depofited in the conference 
room; the boxes examined jointly by a Committee of 
each Houfe^ and the numbers feveraliy reported to 

them 
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t\\em, that the appointments may be entered (which 
fljall be the mode of taking the joint ballot of both 
Houfesin all cafes) who (hall not continue in that oifice 
longer than three years fucccflivcly, nor be eligible, 
until the expiration of four years after he ihall have 
been out of that office. An adequate, but moderate 
i'alary ihall be fettled on him, daring his continuance ia 
ofHce; and he fliall, with the advice of a Council of 
State, exercife the executive powers of ^overnmenty 
according to the laws of this Commonwealth ; and fhall 
not, under any pretence, exercile any power or preroga- 
tive, by virtue of any law, flatuie, or cuflom of Eng- 
land. But he (hall with the advice of a Council of State 
have the power of granting reprieves or pardons, ex- 
cept where the profecuiion Ihall have been carried. on 
by the Houfe of Delegates, or the law fhall otherwile 
particularly dire<ft ; in which cafes, no reprieve or 
pardon Ihall be granted, but by refolve of the Houfe o£ 
Delegates. 

Either Houfe of the General Affembly may adjourn 
themfelves refpe6lively. The Governor (hall not pro- 
rogue or adjourn the Aflembly, during their fittinjr, 
nor difloive them at any time ; but he Hiall, if necefia- 
rv, either by aclvice of the Council of State, or on ap- 
plication of a majority of the Houfe of Delegates, call 
them before the time to which they fljall Hand pro- 
rogued or adjourned. 

A Privy Council, or Council of State, confifting of 
eight members, fhall be chofen by joint ballot of both 
Houfcsof AfVembly, either from their own members or 
the people at large, to afiifl in the adminiflration of 
government. They /hall annually choofe^ out of their 
own members, a Prefident, who, in cafe of death, in- 
ability, or abfence of the Governor from the govern- 
mcnt, fliall a<ft as Lieutenant-Governor. Four meiH- 
bersfhall be fnfficient to atSt, and their advice and pro.i 
ceedings fhall be entered on* record, and figned by the 
members prefent (to any part whereof, any member 
may enter his diflent) to be laid before the General Af- 
fembly when called for by them. This Council may 
appoint their own Clerk, who Ihall have a i'alary fct- 

I 2 tied 
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tied by law, and take an oath qf fecrecy, in fuch mat^ 
ters as he /hall be dire(5ted by the board to conceal. A 
fum of money, appropriated to that purpofe, fhall he 
divided annually among the members, in proportion to 
their attendance ; and they fhall be incapable, during^ 
their continuance in office, of (ittiog in either Houfeof 
Aflembly. Two members Ihall be removed, by joint 
ballot of both Houfes of Affembly, at the end of every 
three years, and be ineligible for the three next yfears» 
Thefe vacancies, as well as thofe occafioned by death 
or Incapacity, ihall be fupplied by new elections, in the 
iame manner* 

The Delegates for Virginia to the Continental Con- 
grefs ftiall be chofen annually, or fuperfeded'in the mean 
time, by joint ballot of both Houfes of Affembly. 
"The prefent militia officers fhall be 'iConiinued, and 
vac#incie;5 fupplied by appointment of the Govcrnory 
^vith the advice of the Privy Council, on recommefi- 
dations from the refpe6^ive County Courts ; but the Go- 
vernor and Council fhall have a power of fufpending 
any oHicer, and ordering a Court IVlartial, on complaint 
of mifbehaviour or inability, or to fupply vacancies of 
officers happening when in :i^ual fervice. 

The Governor may embody the militia, with the ad- 
vice of the Privy Council ; and when embodied, fhall 
a4one have the diredlion of the militia under the laws of 
the country. 

The two Houfes of Aflembly fhall, by joint ballot, 
appoint Judges of the Supreme Court of Appeals, and 
GeneralCourt, Judges in Chancery, Judges of Admi» 
jaUy, Secretary, and the Attorney General, to be com- 
jtiifFioned by the Governor, and continue in office during 
good behaviour. In cafe of death, incapacity, or re» 
iignation, the Governor, with the advice of the Privy 
Council, (hall appoint perfons to fucceed in office, to be 
approved or difplaced by both Houfes. The fe officers 
ihaU have fixed and adequate falaries, and, together 
>vith all others holding lucrative offices, and all mini- 
flers of the gofpel, of every denomination, be incapa- 
ble of being elected members of either Houfe of Affem- 
bly or Privy Couacil. 

The 
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The Governor, with the advice of the PrivyCouncit, 
Ihall appoint JuUices of the Peace for ihc count i«s ; and 
in cafe of vacancies, or a neceflity of cncreafing th© 
nurnber hereafter, fuch appoinrmenrs to be made upoa 
the recommendation of the refpedive County Courr««. 
The preCent adting Secretary in Virginia, and Clerk* 
of all the County Courts, fliall continue in offis e. In 
cafe of vacancies, either by death, incapacity or refij?- 
nacion, a Secretary /hall be appointed as before dire di- 
ed ; and the Clerks, by the refpeclive Courts. The 
prcfent and future Clerks (hall hold their offices during 
good behaviour, to be judged of, and determined in the 
General Court. The Sheriffs and Coroners {hall be no- 
minated by the refpei5live Courts, approved by the Go- 
vernor, with the advice of the Privy Council, and 
commilfioned by the Governor, The Juffices fliall ap- 
point ConfUbles; and all fees of the aforefaid officers 
be regulated by la>^« 

The Governor, when he is out of ofHce, and others^ 
ofFending againft theState, either bymal-adminitlrati«»n, 
corruption, or other means, by which the fafeiy of the 
State maybe endangered, fhall be impeachable by the 
Houfe of Delegates. Such impeachment to be profecu- 
ted by the Attorney-General, or fuch other perlbn or 
perfons as theHoufe may appoint, in the General Courc 
according to the laws ©f the land. If found guilty, he 
or they mail be either forever difabled to hold anv office 
under government, or be removed from f»ich office />ro 
tempore^ or fnbje(Sted to fuch paius or penalties, as the 
laws fhall dire£l. 

^ If all or any of the Judges of the General Court 
fhould,^on good grounds (to be judged of by theHoufe of 
Delegates) be accufed of any of the crimes or offences 
above mentioned, fuch Houfe of Delegates may, in like 
manner, impeach the Judge or Judges fo accuied, to 
be profecuted in the Court of Appeals ; and he or they> 
if found guilty, fhall be punifted in the fame manner as 
is prefcribed in the preceding claufe* 

CommifTions and grants fhall run "/« the name of th$ 
Vommonwealth of Vir^iniay^ and bear tcft by the Gover- 
nor 
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nor, with the feal of the Commonwealth annexed. 
Writs fiiall run in the fame manner, and bear teft by 
the Clerks of the feveral courts. Indictments fhall coi^ 
elude, " Againfl the peace and dignity of thg Common^ 
nveaUhV 

A Treafurer fhall be appointed annually^ by joint bat- 
lot of both Houfes. 

All efcheats, penalties, and forfeitures, heretofore 
going to the King, fhall go to the Commonwealth^ 
lave only fuch as the Legiflaturc may abolifh) or other- 
wife provide for. 

The territories, contained within the charters ere£^- 
jng the Colonies of Maryland, Pennfylvania, North 
and South Carolina, are hereby ceded, releafcd, and 
forever confirmed to the people of thefe colonies ref- 
pe6lively, with all the rights of property, jurifdidion 
and government, and all other rights whatfocvcr^ 
which might, at any time heretofore, have been claim- 
ed by Virginia, except the free navigation and ufe of 
the rivers Potomaque and Pokomoke, with the proper- 
ty ot the Virginia (hores and llrands, bordering on ei- 
ther of the faid rivers, and all improvements, which 
have been, or fhall be made thereon. The wcftern and 
northern extent of Virginia fliall, in all other refpe6ts, 
Hand, as fixed by the charter of King; James I. in the 
year one thoufand fu hundred and nine, and by the pub- 
lic treaty of peace, betwen the Courts of Britain and 
France, in the year one thoufand feven hundred and 
iixty-three; unlefs by a6t of this Legiflature, one or 
more governments be eftablilhed welhvard of the Al- 
leghany mountains. And no purchafes of lands fiialt 
"be made of the Indian natives, but on behalf ot the 
public by authority of the General Aflcmbly. 
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The CONSTITUTlONy or Form of Govsmmem^ agreed to 

and refolved upon^ by the Reprefentatives cf the Freemen 

of the State of North- Cutolina^ eleSlcd and choftn for that 

particular purpo/hy in Congrejs ajfembledy at Halifax^ 

Dec, J 8, 1776. 

A DECLARATION of RIGHTS, &c. . 
I. '' I ^HATall political power is vcftcd in, and derived 
A from the People only. 

II. That the People of this State ought to have the 
Ible and exclufive right of regulating the internal go- 
vermenrand police thereof. 

III. That no man, or fet of men, are entitled to ex- 
clufive or feparate emoluments or privileges from the 
community, but in confideration of public iervices. 

IV. That the legiftative, executive, and fuprcme 
judicial powers of Government, ought to be forever 
feparate and didinifl from each other. 

V. That all powers of fufpending lawg, or the exe- 
cution of laws, by any authority, without confent of the 
Reprefentatives of the People, is injurious to their 
rights, and ought not to be exercifed. 

VL That elciflionsof Members, to ferve as Repre- 
fentatives in General Aifembly, ought to be free. 

Vli. That in all criminal profecutions, every man 
has a right to be informed of the accnfation againfl kim, 
aad to confront the accufers and witnelfes with other 
teflimony, and (hall not be compelled to give evidence 
againfl himfelf. 

VIII. That no freeman (hall be put to anfwerany 
criminal charge, but by indictment, prefcntment or im- 

. peachment. 

IX. That no freeman fiiall be convi6^ed of any crime, 
but by the unanimous verdi<ft of a jury of good and law- 
ful men, in open court, as heretofore ufed. 

X. That exceflfive bail fhould not be required, nor 
cxceflive tines impofed^ nor cruel or unufual punifhments 
infliacd. Tlui 
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XL That general warrants, whereby an ofSccr or 
iBcfrenger, maybe commanded to fearcli fjfpe^ted placfcs^ 
Avithouc evidence of the fa£l commitred, or tofeize any 
perfon or peribns, not named, whofc offences are not 
particularly defcribed, and fupported by evidence— are 
dangerous ro liberty and ought not to be granted. 

Xtl. That no.freeman ought to be taken^ imprifbn* 
cd or diffeized of his freehold, liberties or privileges, 
or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner deftroyed, or 
deprived of bis life, liberty, or property, but by the 
law of the land, 

XIII. That every freeman, retrained of his liberty, 
is entitled to a remedy, to enquire into the lawfuloefs 
thereof, and to remove the fame, if unlawful ; and 
that fuch remedy ought not to be denied or delayed, 

XIV. That in all controverfies at law, refpcAing 
property, the ancient mode of trial by jury, is one 

jpf the beft fecurities of the rights of the Peoplei and 
ought to remain facred and inviolable, 

XV. That the freedom of the Prefs is one of the 
great bulwarks of Liberty, and therefore ought never 
to be reilrained. 

XVI. That the People of this State ought not to be 
taxed, or made fubje6t to the payment of any impoft, 
or duty, without the con fen t of themfelves, or their 
Reprcfentatives in General AfTembly freely given. 

XVII. That the People have a right to bear arms, 
for the defence of the State ; and as itanding armies, in 
time of peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought not 
to be kept up ; and that the military (hould be kept un- 
der (Iri^ fubordination to, and governed by the civil 
power; 

XVIIL That the People have a right to ademble 
together, toconfult for their common good, to inftruft 
their Reprefenratives, and to apply to the Legiilature 
for rcdrefs of grievances. 

XIX. That all men have a natural and unalienable 
right to worfhip Almighty God, according to the dic- 
tates of their own confciences. 

XX. That for redrefs of grievances, and for amend- 
ing and flrengthening the laws^ ele(^ions ought oftea 
to be held. Xhat 
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XXI. That a frequent recurrence to fundainental 
principles is abfolutely neceilary^ to prei'erve the blel- 
liDgs of Liberty, 

XXU. That no hereditary emolaments^ privileges^ 
or honours, h\i granted or conferred in this8rate. 

XXLIL That perpetuities and monopolies are con* 
trary to the genius of a free State^ and ought not to 
be allowed, 

XXIV, That retrofpe^ive laws, punifhing fa61s, 
committed before the exigence of foch laws, and, by 
them. only, declared criminal, are opprcflive, unjui^, 
and incompatible with Liberty ; wherefore, no ex poji 
fafio law ought to be made. 

XXV, The property of the foil in a free government, 
being one of the elTential rights of the coHedtive body 
of the people, it isneceifary, in order to avoid future 
difputes, that the limits of the State (hould be afcer- 
tained with preeidon: and as the former temporary 
lice, between North and South-Carolina, was confir- 
med and extended by Commiilioners, appointed by 
the Legiflatufes of the two States, agreeable to the 
order of the late King George 11, in council, that line, 
and that onlyj ihould be efteemed the fouthern boundary 
ot this State— that is to fay, beginning on the fea lidc, 
at a cedar flake, at or near the mouth of Little river, 
(being rhe fouthern extremity of Brunfwic county) 
and running from thence a north- weA courfe, through 
the boundary houfe, v/hich flands in 33 degrees 56 min. 
to 35 deg. N.latitude; and from thence a weft courfe (o 
far as is mentioned in the charter of King Charles II. 
to the late proprietors of Carolina. Therefore all the 
territory, feas, waters and harbours, with their appur- 
tenances, lying between the line above defcribed, and 
the fouthern line of the State of Virginia, which be- 
gins on the fca-fhore, in thirty- fix degrees thirty minu- 
tes, north latitude, arrd from thence runs wefl, agree- 
able to the faid charter of King Charles, are the right 
and property of the People of this State, to be held by 
them in fovereignty ; any partial line without the con* 
fent of the Legiflature of this State, at any time there- 
after direded or laid out^ in any wife notwitbilanding^ 
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Provided always, That this Declaration of Right shall 
not prejudice any nation or nations of Indians, from en- 
joying such hunting grounds as may have been, or here- 
after shall be, secured to them, by any former . or futtire 
Legislature of this State x^^And fircruided also, That it 
shall not be construed,so as to prevent the establishment 
of one or more Governments, westward of this State, 
by consent of the Legislature : — And firovided further^ 
That nothing herein contained shall affect the titles or 
possessions of individuals, holding or claiming under 
the laws heretofore in force, or grants heretofore made 
by the late King George IL or his predecessors, or the 
late lords proprietors, or any of tliem. 

The Constitution or Form of Government, &c. 

WHEREAS allegiance and protection are, in their 
nature, reciprocal, and the one slrould of right be re- 
fused, when the other is withdrawn:— 

And whereas, George the third. King of Great Eri- 
tian, and late sovereign of the British American Colo- 
nies, hath not only Withdrawn from them his piX)tection, 
but, by an act of the British Legislature, declared the 
inhabitants of these States out of the protection of the 
British crown, and all their property fouiKl upon the 
high seas, liable to be seized,, and confiscated to the 
uses mentioned in the said act ; and the said George 
the third, has also sent fleets and armies, to prosecute 
a cruel war against them> for the purpose of reducing 
the inhabitants of the said colonies to a state of abject 
slavery ;. in consequence whereof, all goverament under 
the said King, within the said colonies, hath ceased, 
and a total dissolution of government, in many of tliem, 
hath taken place : 

And whereas the Continental Congress, having con- 
sidered the premises, and other previous violations of 
the rights of the good People of America, have there- 
fore declared, that the thirteen United Colonies, are, of 
right, wholly absolved from all allegiance to the Bri- 
tish crown, or any other foreign jurisdiction whatsoev- 
er ; and that the said Colonies now are, and forever 
sh^ll be^^^f qM independent S(a(e9'mm 

Where* 
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"WTierefore, in our present state, in order to prevent 
anarchy and confusion, it becomes necessary that Go- 
vernment should be established in this State; therefore, 
We, the Representatives of the freemen of North-Ca- 
rolina, chosen and assembled in Congres?, for the ex- 
press purpose of framing a Constitution, under the au- 
thority of the People, most conducive to their happi- 
ness and prosperity, do declare, that a Government for 
this State, shall be established in manner and form fol- 
lowing, to ttjit : 

I. That the Legislative authority shall be vested in 
two distinct brandies, both dependent on the People, 
19 *zvit : a Senate and House of Commons, . 

II. That the Senate shall be composed of Represen- 
tatives, annually chosen by ballot, one for each county 
in the State. 

HI. That the House of Commons shall be composed 
of Representatives annually chosen by ballot, two for 
each county, and one. for each of the towns of Eden- 
ton, Newbem, Wilmington, Salisbury, Hillsborough) 
and Halifax. 

IV. That the Senate and House of Commons, as- 
sembled for t^ purpose of legislation, shall be denomi- 
nated, T9ie General A^eembbj* 

V. That each member of tlie Senate shall have usu- 
ially resided in the county, in which he is chosen, for 
one year, immediately preceding his election, and for 
the same time shall have possessed, and continue to pos- 
sess, inthe coimty which he repi'esents, not less than 
three hundred acres of land in fee. 

VI. That each mernber of the House of Commons 
shall have usually resided in the county, in which he is 
chosen, for one year immediately preceding his election, 
and for six months shall have possessed, awd continue 
to possess, in the county which he represents, not less 
than one hundred acres of land in fee, or for the term 
of his own life. 

VII. That all freemen, of the age of twenty-one 
years, who have 'been inhabitants of any one county 
within the State twelve months, immediately preceding 
the day of any election, and possessed of a freehoklj 
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within the same county, of fifty acres of land, for six 
months next before, and at the day of election, shall 
be entitled to vote for a member of the Senate. 

VIIL That all freemen of -the age of twenty-one 
years, who have been inhabitants of any one county 
within the State, twelve months immediately preceding 
the day of any election, and shall have paid public taxes, 
shall be entitled to vote for members of the House of 
Commons, for the county in which he resides. 

IX. That all persons, possessed of a fi'eehold, in any 
town in this State, having a right of representation, and 
also all freemen, who have been mhabitants of any such 
town twelve months next before, ai>d at the day of elec- 
tion, and shall have paid public taxes, shall be entitled 
to vote for a member to represent such town in theHmise 
of Commons: — Provided always, that this section shall 
not entitle any inhabitant of such town to vote for mem- 
bers of the House of Commons, for the county, in which 
he may reside^ nor any freeholder in such county, who 
resides without or beyond the limits of such town, to 
vote for a member for said town. 

X. That the Senate and House of Commons, when 
met, shall each have power to choose a Speaker, and 
other their officers ; be judges of the qualifications and 
elections of their members ; sit upon their own adjourn- 
ments from day to day ; and prepare bills, to be passed 
into laws. The two Houses shall direct writs of elec- 
tion, for supplying intermediate vacancies ; and shall 
also jointly, by ballot, adjourn themselves to any future 
day and place. 

XL That all bills shall be read three times in each 
House, before they pass into laws, and be signed by 
the Speakers of both Houses. 

XII. That every person, who shall be chosen a mem- 
ber of the Senate or House of Commons, or appointed 
to any office or place of trust, before taking his seat, 
or entering upon the execution of his office, shall take 
an oath to the State; and all officers shall take an oath 
of office. 

Xni. That the General Assembly shall by joint ballot 
of both Houses, appoint Judges of the Supreme Courts 

of 
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o£ law and equity, Judges of Admiralty, and Attorney- 
C»eneral, who shall be commissioned by the Governor, 
and hold their oITices during good behaviour. 

XIV. That the Senate and House of Commons shall 
have power to appoint the Generals and field officers of 
the militia, and all officers of the regular army of this 
State. 

XV. That the Senate and HoAise of Commons joint- 
ly, at their first meeting after each annual election, shall 
tiy ballot, elect a Governor for one year, who shall not 
be eligible to that office longer than three, in six succes- 
sive years. That no person, under thirty years of age, 
and who has not been a resident in this State above five 
years, and having, in the State, a freehold in lands and 
tenements, above the value of one thousand po«nds, 
shall be eligible as a Governor. 

XVI. That the Senate and House of Commons, joint- 
ly at their first meeting, after jeach annual election, shall, 
by ballot, elect seven persons, to be a Council of State 
for one year, who shall advise the Governor in the ex- 
ecution of his office, and that four members shall be 
a quorum ; tlieir advice and proceedings shall be enter- 
ed in a journal, to be kept for that purpose only, . and 
signed by the members present ; to any part of which, 
any member present may enter his dissent. And such 
journal shall be laid before the General Assembly when 
called forby them* 

X Vn. That there shall be a seal of this State, which 
shall be kept by the Governor, and used by him as occa- 
sion may require ; and shall be called, 7%^ Great Seal of 
the State of JSTorth Carolina^ and be affixed to all grants 
and commissions. 

XVIII. The Governor, for the time being, shall be 
Captain General, and Commander in Chief of the Mili- 
tia ; and in the recess of the General Assembly, shall 
have power by and with the advice of theCouncil of State, 
to embody the militia for the public safety. 

XIX. The Governor, for the time being, shall have 
power to draw for, and apply such sums of money, as 
shall be voted by the General Assembly, for the contin- 
gencies of Government, and be accountable to them for 

tlio 
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the same. He also may, by and with the advice of the 
Council of State, lay embargoes, or prohibit the expor- 
tation of any commodity, for any term not exceeding 
30 days, at any one time in the recess of the General 
AssemWy ; and shall have the power of granting par- 
dbns and reprieve s,except where the prosecution shall be 
carried on by the G. Assembly, or tlie law «haU otherwise 
direct; in which case, he may in the recess, grant a 
reprieve until the next sitting of the General Assembly ; 
anil may exercise all the other executive powers of Go- 
vernment, limited and restrained, as by this Constitu- 
tion is mentioned, and according to the law of the State. 
And on his death, inability, or absence from the State» 
the Speaker of the Senate, for the time being, (and in 
case of his death, inability, or alDsence from the State, 
the Speaker of the House of Commons) shall exercise 
the powers of Government, after such death, or during 
such absence or inability of the Governor (or Speaker 
of the Senate) or until a new nomination is made by 
the General Assembly. 

XX, That in every case, where any officer, the right 
of whose appointment is, by this Constitution, vested 
in the General Assembly, shall, during their recess, 
die, or his office by other means become vacant, the 
Governor shall have power, with the advice of the Coun- 
cil of State, to fill up such vacancy, by granting a tem- 
porary commission, which shall expire at the end of 
the next session of the General Assembly. 

XXI. That the Governor, Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Law and Equity, Ji^dges of Admiralty, and 
Attorney-General, shall have adequate salaries, during 
their continuance in office. 

XXn. That the General Assembly shall, by joint baU 
lot of both Houses, annually appoint a Treasurer, or 
Treasurers, for this State, 

XXin. That the Governor and other officer, offend- 
ing against the State, by violating any part of this Con- 
stitution, mal-administration, or corruption, may be 
prosecuted, on the impeachment of the General Assem- 
bly, or presentment of the Grand Jury, of any Court of 
Supreme Jurisdiction in tliis State, 

That 
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XXIV- That the General Assembly shall, by joint 
ballot pf both Houses, triennially appoint a Secretary 
for this State, 

XXV. That no persons, who heretofore have been, 
or hereafter may be receivers of public monies, shall 
have a seat in either House of General Assembly, or 
be eJig^ible to any office in this State, imtil such person 
shall have fully accounted for, and paid into the Treasu- 
ry, all sums for which they may be accountable and li- 
able. 

XXVI. That no Treasurer shall have a seat, either in 
the Senate, House of Commons, or Council of State, 
during hie continuance in that office, or before he shall 
have iinally settled his accounts with the public, for all 
the monies, which may be in his hands, at tlie expira- 
tion of his "office, belonging to the State, and hath paid 
the same into the hands of the succeeding Treasurer- 

XXVII. That no officer in the regular army or navv, 
in the service andpay oftbeUnitedStates, of this or any 
other State, nor any contractor or agent for supplying 
such army or navy with cloathing or provisions, shall 
have a seat either in the Senate, House of Commons, 
or Council of State, or be eligible thereto: and any 
member of the Senate, House of Commons, or Council 
of State, being appointed to, and accepting of such of- 
fice, shall tliereby vacate his seat. 

XXVIII. That no member of the Council of State 
shall have a seat, either in the Senate or House of 
Commons. 

XXIX. That no Judge of the Supreme Court of Law 
pr Equity, or Judge of Admii^ty, shall have a seat in 
the Senate, House of Commons, or Council of State. 

XXX. That no Secretary of this State, Attorney- 
General, or Clerk of any Court of Record, shall have a 
seat in the Senate, House of Commons, or Cour.cil of 
State. 

XXXI. That no clergyman, or preacher of the gos- 
pel, of any denomination, shall be capable of being a 
member of either the Senate, House of Commons, or 
Council of State, while he continues in the exercise of 
the i^astoral function. 

That 
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XLVI# That neither House of the General AsseiTi- 
bly shall proceed upon public business, unless a ma- 
jority of all the Members of such House are actually 
present : and that, upon a motion made and seconded, 
the yeas and nays, upon any question, shall be taken 
and entered on the journals : and that the journals of 
the proceedings of both Houses of the Geneml Assem- 
bly shall be printed, and made public immediately after 
their adjournment. 

This Constitution is not intended to preclude the pre- 
sent Congress from making a temporary provision for* 
the well ordering of this State, until the General As- 
sembly shall establish government, agreeable to the 
inode herein before described. 

RICHARD CASWELL, Premdent. 

December the 18th, 1776, read the third time, and 
ratified in open Congress- 

By Order, James Green, Jun. ^SV-c. 



SOUTH-CAROLINA. 
The COJ^STITUTlO^r of the State of South-Carclzjia, 

WE, the Delegates of the People of the State of 
South-Caix)Iina in General Convention met, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for its govern- 
ment. 

ARTICLE L 

Section I, The Legislative authority of this State 
shall be vested in a General Assembly, vtrhich shall 
consist of Senate and House of Representatives. 

II. The House of Representatives shall be composed 
of members, chosen by ballot, every second year, by- 
the citizens of this State qualilied as in this Constitu- 
tion is provided. 

III. The several election districts, in this State, shall 
elect the following number for Representatives, viz. 

Char- 
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Jkfentber^ 
Cbiatlcfton, includmgSt. Phil- 
lip and St.Michad, 15 
Chrift-ChuTth - 3 
St:john, Berkley, - 3 
St. Andrew, . - 3 
St. George, Oorcheft^r, 3 
St. James, GooreCreek, . 3 
St. Thomas and St.Dennis, 3 
St.PauI, - 3 
St.Bartholome\ir, • 3 
St.Jarae^A Santee, - - 3 . 
St. John, Colleton, - 3 
St. Stephen, - 3 
St. Helena, . - 3 
St.Luke, - 3 
PrinceWiiliam, - 3 
St. Peter, - 3 
AllSaints, including its an- 
cient boundaries, - i 
Winyaw, not including any 

part of AllSaints, - 3 
Klngdon, not including any 

part of AllSaints, - 2 
Wiliiamfburgh, - 2 

Liberty, - 2 

Marlborough, - 2 



^97 

Mtmbcrt 

- , % 
2 

3 

2. 

- ■ a» 
a 
a 

2 

2 

- " 2. 

3 
3 



Cheilerfield, 
Darlingtonf 
York, 
Chefter, 
FairHeld, 
Richland, 
LancaHer, 
Kerfbaw, 
Claremont, 
Clarendon, 
Abbeville, 
Edgefield, 

Newbury i including the fork 
between Broad and Saluda 
rivers, * . - 3 

Laurens, ^ 3 

Union, - 1 

Spartan, - 2 

Greenville, . * 3 

Pendleton, • . .3 

St. Matthew, ' /^ 

Orange, - ' Z 

SaxeGotha, - j 

Winton,includingthe 'diftrift ^^ 
between Savan.^ah river 
and theN.fork ofEdifto 3 



IV. Every free white man, of the age of twenty » 
one years, being a citizen of this State, and having re- 
sided therein two years, previous to the day of election, 
and who hath a freehold of fifty acres of land, or a 
town lot,of which he hath been legally seized and posses f 
sed, at least six months before such election, or, (not 
having such freehold or town lot) hath been a resident 
in the election district, in which he offers to give his 
vote, six months before the said election, and hath paid 
a tax the preceding year of three shillings sterling, to- 
wards the support of this Government, shall have a 
right to vote for a member or members, to serve in ei* 
ther branch of the Legislature, for the election district 
in which he holds such property, or is so resident. 

V. The returning officer, or any other person pre- 
sent, entitled to vote, may requii^ any person, who 
shall offer his vote at an election, to produce a certifi- 
cate of his citizenship, and a receipt from the tax col- 

¥^ lector 
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lector, of his having paid a tax entitling him to vote, or 
to -swear or affirni,that he is duly qualiticd to vote agree- 
ably to this Constitution. 

VI. No person shall be eligible to a seat in theHouse 
of Representatives, unless he is a free white man, of 
the age of twenty-one years, and hath been a citizen, 
and resident in this State, three years previous to his 
election. If a resident in the election distinct, hie shall 
not be eligible to a seat in the House of Representatives, 
unless he be legally seized and possessed, in his owii 
light, of a settled freehold estate, of five hundred acres 
of land, and ten negroes ; or of a real estate, of the 
value of one hundred and fifty pounds sterling, clear 
of debt. If a non-resident, he shall be legally seized 
4ind possessed of a settled freehold estate therein, of the 
value of five hundred pounds sterling, clear of debt. 

VII. The Senate shall. be composed of membei^s, 
to be chc^en for four years, in the following proportions, 
by the citizens of this State, qualified to elect members 
to the House of Representatives, at the same time, in 
the same manner, and at the same places, where they 
shall vote for Representatives, viz. 



JkfcuiJjers 
Charlefton,includingSt.Phil- 
-. lip and: St .Michael, 
Cliri.ilChufch, 
St.John, Berkley, 
St. Andrew, , - 

St.George, 

j-t. James, G(x>feCteek, - 
St.Thomas and St.Dennis, 

at.PauV • •. 
St.Bartholomew» 

St.James, Santee, 

St.Jobh, Colleton, 

St.Stepheo, 

St.Helena, 

St.I-uke, 

^Prince William, 

St Peter, 

AttSaints, 

W iny aw an d W ill i aififbti"?gh 

Liberty and Kingfton, ' '' ' 



2 
1 
I 

I 

i 

1 

I 

I 

,1 

I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

I 

1 

I 

I 

i 



Members 
Marlborough, Chefterfield, 

and Dariington, - i 

York, - i' 

Fairfield, Richland, and 

Chefler, - \ 

Lancafter and Kerfhaw, i 

Claremont and Clarendon, i 
Abbeville, - i 

I Edgefield, - i^ 

Newbury, including the fork, 

&c. - - I. 

Laurens, - i 

Union, - I 

Spartan, - x 

Greenville, - i 

I Pendleton, - % 

St. Matthew and Orange i 

SaxeGotha, - i^ 

Winton, includingthe diftrift 

betwecn?avannahrivcr,&c. i 

• No- 
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VtlL No person shall be eligible to a seat in the Sc 
tiaCe, unless he is a free white man, of tlie age of thirty 
years, and hath been a citizen and resident in this State 
live years previous to his election. If a resident in the 
election district, he shall not be eligible unless h© be 
legally seized and possessed, in his own ri^t, of a set- 
tled freehold estate of the value of three hundred 
pounds sterling, clear of debt. If a non-resident in the 
election district, he shall not be eligible, unless he be 
legally seized and possessed, in his own right, of a 
jsettled freehold estate in the said district of the value of 
one thousand pounds sterling, clear of debt. 

IX. Immediately after the Senators shall be assem- 
bled, in consequence of the first election, they shall 
be divided by lot into two classes. The seats of the 
Senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expi- 
ration of tlie second year, and of the second class at 
the expiration of the fourth year ; so that one-half 
thereof, as near as possible, may be chosen fojever 
thereafter, every second yearj for the tenn of Ibur 
years. 

X. Senators and Members of t' e House of Repre- 
sentatives, shall be chosen on the second Monday in 
October next, and the day following, and on the same 
days in every second year thereafter, in such manner 
and at such times as are herein directed :•— and shall 
Tiicet on the fourth Monday in November annually at 
Columbia, (which shall remain the seat of government, 
until otherwise determined, by the concurrence of two- 
3ds of both branches of the whole Representation) unless 
the casualties of war, or contagious disorders, should, 
render it unsafe to meet there ; in either of which cases 
the Governor, or Commander in Chief for the time 
being, may, by proclamation, appoint a more secure and 
convenient place of meeting. 

XI. Each House shall judge of the elections, returns 
and qualifications of its own Members ; and a majority 
of each House shall constitute a quorum to do business : 
but a smaller number may adjoura from day to day, 
and may be authorised to compel the attendance of ab- 
sent Members in such manner, and under such penal- 
ties, as may be provided by law. 
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XII* Each House shd.U choose by ballot its own oflT" 
cers, determine itsi*ulesof proceeding, punish its Mem- 
bers for disorderly behaviour, and (with the coBcuiTence 
of two-thiixis) expel a Member, but not a second time 
for the same cause. 

XIII- Each House may punish, by imprisonment, 
during sitting, any person, not a Member, who shall 
be guilty of disrespect to the House, by any disorderly 
or contemptuous behaviour in its presence— or who, 
during the time of its sitting, shall threaten harm to the 
|>ody or estate of any Member, for any thing said or 
done in either House, or who shall assault any of them 
therefor— or who shall assault or arrest any witness, 
or other person ordei^ed to attend the House, in his go- 
ing to, or returning therefrom, or who shall rescue any 
person arrested by order of the House. 

XIV. The Members of both Houses shall be protect- 
ed? in their persons and estates, during their attendance 
<in, going to, and returning from, the Legislature, and 
ten days previous to their sitting, and ten days after 
the adjournment of the Legislature. But these privi- 
leges shall not be extended, so as to protect any Mem- 
ber who shall be charged with treason, felony, or breach 
of the peace. 

XV. Bills for raising a revenue shall originate in the 
House of Representatives, but may be altered, amended, 
or rejected by the Senate. 

All other bills may originate in either House, and 
may be amended, altered, or rejected by the other. 

XVI. No bill or ordinance shall have the force of 
law, until it shall have been read three times, and on 
three several days, in each House, has had the Great 
Seal affixed to it, and has been signed in the Senate- 
House, by the President of the Senate, and Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. 

XVII» No money shall be drawn out of the public 
treasury, but by the Legislative authority of the State. 

XVIII. The Members of the Legislature, who shall 

assemble under this Constitution, shall be entitled to 

• receive out of the public treasury, as a compensation 

for their expences, a sum not exceeding seven shillings 

ster* 
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tstcrlmg a day, during their attendance on, going to^ 
and returning from the Legislature; but the same may 
hfi increased or diminished by law, if circumstancea 
shall require : but no alterations shall be made by any 
Legislature, to take effect during the existence of the 
the Legislature, which shall make such alterations. 

XIX. Neither House shall, during their session, 
without the consent of the otlier, adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any other place than that in whick 
the two Houses shall be sitting. 

XX. No bill or ordinance, which shall have been re- 
jected by either House, shall be brought in again during 
the sitting, without leave of the House, and notice of 
six days being previously given. — - 

XXI. No person shall be eligible to a seat in the Le- 
gislature whilst he holds any office of profit or trust un-. 
der this State, the tJnited States, or either of them, or 
under any other power— except officers in the militia, 
army or navy of this State, Justices of the Peace, or 
Justices of the County Courts, while they receive no 
salaries; nor shall any contractor of the army or navy of 
this State, the United States, or either of them, or the 
agents of such contractor, be eligible to a seat in either* 
House. And if any Member shall accept or exercise 
any of the said disqualifying offices, he shall vacate his 
seat. 

XXII. If any election district shall neglect to choose 
a Member or Members, on the days of election, or if 
any person chosen a Member of either House should 
refuse to qualify and take his seat, or should die, de- 
part the State, or accept of any disqualifying office, a 
writ of election shall be issued by the President of the 
Senate or Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
(as the case may be) for the purpose of filling up the 
Vacancy thereby occasioned, for the remainder of the 
term, for which the person, so refusing to qualify, dy- 
ing, departing the State, or accepting a disqusdifying 
office, was elected to serve. 

XXIII. And whereas the ministers of the gospel are, 
by their profession, dedicated to tlie service of God, 
jwid th^ care of ^ouls, ?ind ought not to be diverted froip 

the 
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the great duties of their function.; therefore no minister 
of the gospel, or public preacher, of any religious per- 
suasion, whilst he continues in the exercise of his pas- 
toral functions, shall be eligible to the office of Gover- 
nor, IJeutenant Goveiuor, or to a seat in the Senate, 
or House of Representatives. 

ARTICLE II. 

I. The executive authority of this State shall be in* 
rested in a Governor, to be chosen in manner following r 
As soon as may be, after the first meeting of the Senate! 
and House of Representatives, and at every first meet- 
ing of the House of Representatives thereafter, when 
a majority of both Houses shall be present, the Senate 

^aud- Housa_^^f_ Representatives shall, jointly, in the 
House of Representatives^ choose, by ballot, a Gover- 
nor, to continue for two yearsj and until a new electica 
bhall be made. 

II. No person shall be eligible to the office of Gover- 
nor, unless he hatli attained the age of thirty years, and 
hath resided within this State, and been a citizen there- 
of ten years, and unless he be seized ^nd possessed of 
a settled estate within the same, in his own right, of 
the value of 15001. sterling, clear of debt. 

No person having served two years as Governor, shall 
be re-eligible to that office, till after the expiration of 
four years. 

No person shall hold the office of Governor, and any- 
other office, or commission, civil or military (except iu 
the militia) either in this State, or under any State, or 
the United States, or any other power, at one and the 
same time. 

III. A Lieutenant Governor shall be chosen, at the 
same time, in the same manner, continue in office for 
the same period, and be possessed of the same qualifi- 
cations as the Governor. 

IV. A Member of the Senate or House of Repre- 
sentatives, being chosen, dnd acting as Governor or Lieu- 
tenant Governor, shall vacate his scat, and another per- 
son shall be elected in his stead. 

V. In case of the impeachment of the Governor, op 
s removal from office, death, resignation, oi: absence 

from 
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from the State, the Lieutenant Governor shall succeed 
tx) his office. And case of the Impeachment gf the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, or his removal from office, death, re- 
signation, or absence from the State, the President 
of the Senate shall succeed to his office, till a nomi- 
nation to those offices respectively, shall be made by 
the Senate, and House of Representatives, for the re- 
mainder of the time, for which the officer, so impeacli- 
ed, removed from office, dying, resigning, or being aU- 
sent, was elected. 

VL The Governor shall be Commander in Chief of 
the army and n^vy of this State, and of the mililia, ex- 
cept when they shall be called into the actual senice 
of the United States. 

VII. He shall have power to grant reprieves and par- 
dons, after conviction (except in cases of impeachment) 
in such manner, on such terms, and under such restric- 
tions, as he shall think proper ; and he shall have pow- 
€r to remit fines and forfeitures, unless otherwise direct- 
ed by law. 

VIII. He shall take care, that the laws be faithfully 
executed in mercy. 

IX^ He shall have power to prohibit the exportation 
of provision, for any time, not exceeding thirty days. 
. X. He shall, at stated times, receive for his services, 
» compensation, which shall neither be increased or di- 
minished, during the period for which he shall have 
been elected. 

XI. All officers in the executive department, when 
required by the Governor, shall give him : information 
in writing, upon any subject relating to the duties of 
their respective offices. 

XII. The Governor shall, from time to time, give 
to the General Assembly inforination of the condition 

. of the State, and recommend to their consideration such 
measures as he shall judge necessary or expedient. 

Xtll. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene 
the General Assembly, and in case of disagreement 
between the two Houses with respect to the time of ad- 
journment, adjourn them to such time as he shall tliink 
proper, not beyond the fourth Monday in the xaonth of 
November then ensuing^ AR* 
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ARTICLE III. 

L The jtidicial power shall be vested in such Supe* 
nor and Inferior Courts of Law and Equity, as the 
Lej^lslatiire shall, from time to time, direct and e* 
stablish. 

The Judges of each shall hold their commissions dur- 
ing good behaviour ; and Judges of the Superior Courts 
shall, at stated times, receive a compensation for their 
ser^^ces, whith shall neither be increased or diminished 
during their continuance in office ; but they shall receive 
no fees, or perquisites of office, nor hold any other 
office of profit or trust, under this State, the United 
States, or any other power. 

II. The style of all processes Shall be, « The State 
6f South-Carolina."— All prosecutions shall be carried 
on in the name and by the authority of the State of 
South-Carolina, and conclude — ^^ Against the peace and 
dignity of the same." 

ARTICLE IV. 

All persons, who shall be chosen or appointed to any 
office of profit or trust, before entering on the execu- 
tion thereof, shall take the following oath : " I do swear, 
[or affirm] that I am duly qualified, according to the 
Constitution of this State, to exercise the office, to 
which I have been appointed, and will, to the best of 
my abilities, discharge the duties thereof, and preserve^ 
protect, and defend the Constitution of this Stated and 
of the United States." 

ARTICLE V. 

I. The House of Representatives shall have the sole 
powef of impeaching ; but no impeachment shall be 
made, unless with the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
House of Representatives. 

II. All impeachments shafl be tried by the Senate. 
When sitting for that purpose, the Senators shall be on 
oath, or affirmation ; and no person shall be convict* 
ed without the concurrence of two-thirds of the mem-* 
bers present. 

III. The Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and all the 
civil officers, shall be liable to impeachment, for any 

usdemeanor in office j but judgement in such case* 

shaU 
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cihall extend further than to a removal from office, and 
disqualification to hold any office of honour, trust, or 
profit, under this State. — ^The party convicted shall ne- 
vertheless be liable to indictment, trial, judgment, and 
punishment, according to law. 

ARTICLE VI. 

I. The Judges of the Superior Courts, Commissio- 
ners of the Treasury, Secretary of the State, and Sur- 
veyor-General, shall be elected by the joint ballot of both 
Houses, in the House of Representatives. The Com- 
missioners of the Treasury, Secretary of the State, and 
Surveyor-General, shall hold their offices for four years s 
but shall not be eligible again for four years^ after the 
expiration of the time for which they shall have been 
elected. 

II. All other officers shall be appointed, as they hith- 
erto have been, until otherwise directed by law ; but 
Sheriffs shall hold their offices for four years, and not 
be again eligible, for four years after the term for which 
they shall have been elected. 

III. All commissions shall be in the name, and by* 
the authority of the State of South-Carolina, and be 
sealed with the seal of the State, and be signed by the 
Governor. 

ARTICLE. VII. 
All laws, of force in this State, at the passing of this 
Constitution, shall so continue, until altered or repealed 
by the Legislature, except where they are temporary, 
in which case they shall expire, at the times respective- 
ly limited for their duraticm, if not continued by act of 
the Legislature. 

ARTICLE VIIL 

I. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious pro- 
fession and worship, witliout discrimination or prefer- 
ence, shall forever hereafter, be allowed within this 
State to all mankind ; provided, that the liberty of con- 
vscience, thereby declared, shall not be so construed as 
to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices in- 
consistent with the peace or safety of this State. 

II. The rights, privileges, immunities and estates of 
hoCh civil and religious societies^ and of corporate bo* 

K 2 dies 
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dies; shall remain as if the Consdtution of this State hfld 
not been altered or amended* 

ARTI<?LE IX. 

I. All power is originally vested in the People ; and 
all freeGovemmeats are founded on their authority, and 
are instituted for their peace, safety, and happiness. 

II. No freeman of this State shall be taken or impri- 
soned, or disseized of his freehold, liberties or privilege*, 
or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner destroyed, or 
deprived of his life, liberty, or property, but by the 
judgment of his peers, or by the lav* of the land ; nor 
shall any bill of attainder, ex fwst JactQ law, or law im- 
pairing th« obligation of contracts, ever be passed by 
tl\e Legislature of this State. 

HI. The military shall be subordinate to the civil 
power. 
V V IV. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor exces- 
sive fines imposed, nor cruel punishments inflicted. 
■ y. The Legislature shall not grant any title of nobili- 
ty, or hereditaiy distinction, nor create any office, the 
iipix>intment to which shall be for any longer time than 
during good behaviour. 

VI. The trial by jury, as heretofore used in this 
State, and tha Liberty of the Press, shall be forever ia- 
violably prwicjrved. 

ARTICLE X. 

: I. The business of the treasury shall be, in future, 

conducted by two Treasurers, one of whom shall hold 

his of rice, and reside at Columbia; the other shall hol4 

his of rice, and reside at Charleston. 

II. The Secretary of State, and Surveyor-General, 
j?hall bold their ofiices both in Columbia and in Charles- 
ton. They shall reside at one place, and their Depu- 
ties at the other. 

III. At the conclusion of the circuits, the Judges shall 
meet and sit at Columbia, for the purpose of hearing 
and determining all motions, which may be made for 

^^ new trials, and in arrest of judgments, and such points 

i>f law, as may be submitted to them. Fi-om Columbia, 

they shall proceed to Charleston, and there hear and de- 

tjraiinc all such motions for new trials, and in arrest of 

jndg- 
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Judgment, and such points of law, as may be submitted 

to them. 

IV. The Governor shall always reside, during the sit- 
ting of the Legislature, at the place where their session 
may be held ; and at other times, wherever, in his opi- 
nion the public good may require* 

V. The Legislature shall, as sOon as may be convc- 
»ient, pass laws for the abolition of the rights of pri- 
mogeniture, and for giving an equitable distribution of 
the real estate of intestates* 

ARTICLE XL 

No Convention of the People shall be called, unless 
by the concurrence of two-thirds of both bi-aiiches of 
the whole Representation. . 

No part t)f this Constitution shall be altei^d, unless 
a bill to alter the same, shall have been read three times 
in the House of Representatives, and three times in the 
Senate, and agreed to by two-thirds of both branches 
of the whole Representation ; neither shall any altera- 
tion take place, until the bill, so agreed to, be publish- 
ed three months, previous to. a. new electipn for mem- 
bers to the House of Representatives -, and if the altera- 
tion, proposed by the Legislature, shall be agreed to, in 
their first session, by two-thirds of the whole Represen- 
.tation, in. both branches of the Legislature, after the 
same shall have been read three times, on three several 
days, in each House, then and not otherwise, the same 
shall become a part of the -Constitution. • 

Done in Convention, at Columbia, in * the State of 
South-Carolina, the 3d day of June, in the year of 
bur Lord 1790^ and ill the Uthyea^ of the Inde- 
pendence of the United StatCfS of Americaa. 

^y the unaniinons order of thcConvchiioh, 
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GEORGIA. 

7%e COJsrSTITUTIOjy cf the State qf Qeorguty as re^ 
vUedy amended and ^ompHedt by the ConveTttion qf U^ 
State^ at L(mstnlie,y on the 30th day of May^ 179B» 

ARTICLE I. 
Sect. I.^TT^^E legislative, executive and judiciarjr 
§i departments of Government,' shall be 
distinct, and each department shall he confided to a se- 
parate body of magistracy ; and no person, or collec- 
tion of persons, being of one of those clepartments, 
shall exercise any power properly attached to either 
of the Others, except in the instances herein expresly 
permitted. 

Sect; 2, The legislative power shall be vested in 
two separate and distinct branches, to wit, a Senate and 
House of Representatives, to be styled ♦* The General 
Assembly." 

Sect. 3. The Senate shall be elected annually, on the 
first Monday in November, until such day of election 
be altered by law ; and shall be composed of one Mem- 
ber ffom each county, to be chosen by the electors 
thereof. 

Sect. 4. No person shall be a Senator, who shall 
Ji^ have attained to the age of twenty-five years ; and 
have beeH' nine yeai*s a dtizen of the United States, and 
three years- ao inhabitant of this State, and shall have 
usually resided. within the county for which he shall be 
returned, at least one year immediately preceding his 
election, (except persons who may have been absent ou 
public busiiieds of this Stete, or the United States) and 
is and shall have been possessed in his own right, of a 
settled freehold estate, of the value of five hundred doN 
lars, or of taxable property to the amount of one thou- 
sand dollars, within the county, for one year preceding 
ills election ; smd whose estate shaH, on a reasonable es- 
'malion, be fully competent to. the discharge of his just 

jbts, over 4md above ^lat mm. The 
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Sect, 5. The Senate shall elect, by ballot, a President 
oot of their own body. 

Sect. 6. The Senate shall have the sole power to 
try all impeachments : — When sitting for that purpose, 
tluey shall be on oath or a^rmation ; and no person shall 
be convicted, without the concurrence of two-thirds of 
the Members present : — Judgment, in cases of impcach- 
ment, shall not extend further than removal from office, 
and disqualificatton to hold and enjoy any office of hon- 
our, trust or profit, within this State ; but the party con- 
victed shall, neverthdess, be subject to indictment, trial, 
judgment, and punishment, according to law. 

Sect. 7. The House of Representatives shall be 
composed of members from all the counties which now 
are, or hereafter may be, included within this State, ac- 
cording to their respective numbers of free white per- 
sons, and including three-fifths of all the people of co- 
lour : The actual enumeration shall be made within 
two years, Mid within every subsequent term of seven 
years thereafter, at such time, and in such manner, 
as this Convention may direct : Each county containing 
three thousand persons, agreeably to the foregoing plaji 
of enumeration, shall be entitled to two members, se- 
ven tliousand to three members, and twelve thousand to 
four members ; but each county shall have at least one, 
and not more than four members : the Representatives 
shall be chosen annually, on the first Monday in Novem- 
ber, until such day of election be altered by law. Until 
the aforesaid enumeration shall be made, the several 
counties shall be entitled to the following number of Re- 
presentatives, respectively t— Camden two ; Glynn two ; 
Liberty three ; M'Intosh two ; Bryan one ; Chatham 
four ; Effingham two ; Scriven two ; Montgomery two ; 
Burke three ; Bullock one ; Jefferson three ; Lincoln 
two; Elbert three; Jackson two; Richmond three; 
Wilkes four ; Columbia three : Warren three ; Wash- 
ington three ; Hancock four ; Greene three ; Oglethorpe 
three; and Franklin two. 

Sect. 8. No person shall be a Representative who 

shall not have attained to the age of twenty-one years, 

aQd have been seven years a citizen of the United 

States 
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States r three years an inhabitant of this State? aftd 
have usually resided in the county in which he shall be 
chosen, one year immediately preceding his election 
(unless he shall have been absent on public business of 
this State or the United States) and shall be possessed, 
in his own right, of a settled fireehold estate of the va- 
lue of two hundred and fifty dollars, or of taxable pro- 
perty to the amount of five hundred dollars, witliin the 
county, for one year preceding his election; and whose 
estate shall, on a reasonable estimation, be competent 
to the discharge of his just debts, over and above that 
sum. 

Sect. 9. The House of Representatives shall choose 
their Speaker and other officers. 

Sect. 10. They-shall have solely the power to impeach 
all persons who have been, or may be in office. 

Sect. 11. No person holding any military commissi* 
on or other appointment, having any emolument or com- 
pensation annexed thereto, under this State or the Unit- 
ed States, or either of them (except Justices of the In- 
ferior Court, Justices of the Peace, and officers of the 
militia) nor any person who has had charge of public 
monies belonging to the State, unaccounted for and un- 
paid, or who has not paid all legal taxes or contribu- 
tions to the Government requii'ed of him, shall have a 
seat in either branch of the General Assembly ; nor shall 
any Senator or Representative be elected to any off.ce 
or appointment by the Legislature, having any emolu- 
ments or compensaUon annexed thereto, durng the 
time for which he shall have been elected, with the a- 
bove exceptions, unless he shall decline accepting his 
seat, by notice to the Executive, within twenty days af- 
ter he shall have been elected ; nor shall any Member, 
after having taken his seat, be eligible to any of the a- 
foresaid offices or appointnients during the time for 
which he shsdl have been elected. 

Sect. 12 The meeting of the General Assembly 
shsdl be annual, on the second Tuesday in Januar)> 
until such day of meeting be altered by law ; a majori- 
ty of each branch shall be authorized to proceed to bu- 
siness J but a smaller number may adjourn from day to 

day 
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day, and compel the attendance of their Members in 
such manner as each House may pi^escribe. 

SscT* IS. Each House shall be the judges of tha 
elections, returns and qualifications of its own Members, 
-with powers to expel or punish bj censuring, fining and 
innprisoning, or either, for disorderly behaviour, and 
may expel any person convicted of any felonious or in- 
famous ofifence ; each House may punish by imprison- 
ment, during session, any person, not a Member, who 
shair be guilty of disrespect by any disorderly or con- 
temptuous behaviour in its presence, or who, during ses- 
sion, shall threaten harm to the body or estate of any 
Memiber, for any thing said or done in either House, 
or who shall assault any of them therefor; or who shall 
assault or arrestjany witness in going to or returning there 
from, or who shall rescue anyperson arrested by order of 
citlier House. 

Sect. 14. No Senator or Representative shall be li- 
able to be arrested duriag his attendance on the Gene- 
ral Assembly, or for ten days previous to its sitting, or 
for ten days after the rising thereof, except for treason, 
felony, or breach of the peace ; nor shall any member 
be liable to answer for any thing spoken in debate in 
either House, in any court or place elsewhere; but 
shall nevertheless be bound to answer for perjury, 
bribery or corruption. 

Sect. 15. Each House shall keep a journal of its 
proceedings, and publish them immediately after tlierr 
adjournment ; and the yeas and nays of the members 
on any question, shall, at the desire of any two mem- 
bers, be (entered on the journals. 

Sect. 16. All bills for raising revenue or appropria- 
ting monies, shall originate in the House of Represen- 
tatives ; but the Senate shall propose or concur witli 
amendments, as in other bills. 

Sect* 17. Every bill shall be read three times and 
on three separate days, in each branch of the General 
Assembly, before it shall pass, unless in cases of actual 
invasion or insurrection ; nor shall any law or ordinance 
pass, contaiiung any matter different fi*om what is ex- 
pressed in tiie title thereof; and all ?.cts shall be signed 

by 
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by tbe Preudcnt in the Senate, and Speaker in ihm 
House of Representatives : No bill or ordinance which 
shall have been rejected by either House, shall be 
brought in again during the sessioni under tlie same or 
any other tide, without the consent of two-thirds of 
each branch. 

Sect. IS, Each Senator and Representative, before 
he be permitted to take his seat, shall take an oath or 
make^rmation, that he hath not practised any unlaw* 
ful means, either directly or indirectly, to procure his 
election ; and every person shall be disqualined from 
^rving as a Senator or Representative, for the term for 
which he shall have been elected, who shall be convict- 
ed of having given or offered any bribe or treat, or can- 
vassed for such election ; and every candidate employ- 
ing like means, and not elected, shall, on convictitm, 
be ineligible to hold a seat in either House, or to hold 
any office of honour or profit, for the term of one year, 
and to such other disabilities or penalties as may be 
prescribed by law. 

Sect* 19. Every member of the Senate, or House 
of Representatives, shall, before he takes his seat, take 
the following oath or affirmation, to wit — " I, A. B. do 
solemnly swear, or affirm, (as the case may be) that I 
have not obtained my election by bribery, treats, can- 
vassing, or other undue or unlawful means, used by 
myself, or others by my desire or approbation, for that 
purpose ; that I consider myself constitutionally qualified 
as aSenatoror Representative ; and that on all questions 
and measures which may come before me, I will give 
my vote, and so conduct myself, as may, in my judg- 
ment, appear most conducive to the interest and pros- 
perity of this State ; and that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the same ; and to the utmost of my pow- 
er and ability, observe, conform to, support and defend, 
the Constitution thereof." 

Sect. 20. No person who hath been or may be con- 
victed of felony, before any court of this State, or any 
of the United States, shall be eligible to any office or 

appointment of honour, profit or trust, within this 
State, 

Nei- 
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SucT. 21. Neithdr House during the session of the 
C^eneral Assembly, shall, without the consent of the o- 
t:lier, adjourn for more than tliree days, nor to any other 
place, than that at which the two branches shall be sit- 
ting ; and in case of disagreement, between the Senate 
and House of Representatives, with respect to their 
adjournment, the Governor may adjourn them. 

Sect. 23. The General Assembly shall have pow- 
er to make all laws and ordinances, which they shall 
deem necessary and proper for the good of the State, 
"which shall not be repugnant to this Constitution. 

Sect. 23. They shall have power to alter the bounda- 
ries of the present counties, and to lay off new ones, as 
-well out of the counties already laid off, as out of the o- 
ther territory belonging to the State ; but the property 
of the soil, in a free government, being one of the es- 
sential rights of a free people, it Is necessary, in order 
to avoid disputes, that the limits of this State should be 
ascertained with precision and exactness ; and this Con- 
vention, composed of the immediate Representatives of 
the People, chosen by them to assert their rights, and 
to revise the powers given by them to the government, 
and from whose will, all ruling authority of right flows, 
i>oTH assert and declare, the boundaries of this State 
to be as follow : That is to say, the limits, boundaries, 
jurisdictions, and authority, of the State of Georgia, do, 
and did, and of right ought to extend from the sea or 
mouth of the river Savannah, along the northern branch 
or stream thereof, to the fork or confluence of the ri- 
vers now called Tugalo, and Keowee, and from thence 
along the most northern branch or stream of the said 
river Tugalo, till it intersect the northern boundary line 
of South-Carolina. If the said branch or stream of 
Tugalo extends so far north, reserving all the islands in 
the said rivers Savannah and Tugalo to Georgia ; but 
if the head spring or source of any branch or stream of 
the said river Ttigalo, does not extend to the north 
boundary line of South-Carolina, then a west line to 
the Mississippi, to be drawn from the head spring or 
source of the said branch or stream of Tugalo river,which 
c^iUOids to the highest northei:n latitude i thence dowix 

th« 
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the middle of the said river Mississippi) nnti! it shal* 
intersect the- northernmost part of the thirty-first de- 
gree of north latitude ; south by a line drawn due cast^ 
from the termination of the line last mentioned, in the 
latitude of thirty-one degrees north of the equator, to 
the middle of the river Apalachicola, or ChatahoQche ; 
thence along the middle thereof, to its junction with 
Flint river; thence straight to the head of St. Mary's 
river ; and thence along the middle of St. Mary's river 
to the Atlantic ocean ; and from thence to the mouth or 
inlet of Savannah river, the place of beginning. In- 
cluding and comprehending all the lands and waters 
within the said limits, boundaries and jurisdictional 
rights: and also, all the islands within twenty leagues 
of the sea coast. And this Convention doth further 
declare and assert, that all the territory without the 
present temporary line and within the limits aforesaid^ 
is now, of right, the property of the free citizens of 
this State, and held by them in sovereignty, inalienable 
but by their consent : Provided nevertheless y That no- 
thing herein contained shall be construed, so as to pre- 
vent a sale to, or contract with the United States, by 
the Legislature of this State, of and for all or any part 
of the western territory of tliis State, laying westward 
of die river Chatahooche, on such terms as may be 
benefxlal to both parties ; and may procure an exten- 
sion of setdement, and an extinguishment of Indian 
claims, in and to the vacant territory of this State, to 
the East and North of the said [river Chatahooche, to 
which territory, such power of contract or sale, by the 
Legislature, shall not extend : And^provided aUoy The 
Legislature may give its consent to the establishment of 
one or more governments westward thereof ; but mo- 
nopolies of land by individuals, being contrary to the 
spirit of our free government, no sale of territory of 
this State, or any part thereof, shall take place to indi- 
viduals or private companies, unless a county or coun- 
ties shall have been first laid off, including such terri- 
tory, and the Indianrights shall have been extinguished 
thereto. 

The 
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Sect- 24. Tlie foregoing section of this article hav- 
ing declared the common rights of the free citizens of 
this State, in and to all the territory without the pre- 
sent temporary boundary line, and within the limits of 
this State, thereby defined, by which the contemplated 
purchases of certain companies of a considerable por- 
tion thereof, are become constitutionally void ; and jus- 
tice and good faith require, that the State should not 
detain a consideration for a contract which has failed ; 
the Legislature, at their next session, shall make provi- 
sion, by law, for returning to any person or persons, 
who has or have bona fide deposited monies for such pur- 
chases in the treasury of this State : Provided^ That 
the same shall not have been dra^vn therefkx>m in terms 
of the act, passed the thirteenth day of February^ one 
tlioasand seven hundred and ninety-six, commonly cal- 
led the rescinding act, or the appropriation laws of the 
years one thousand seven hundred and ninety-six, and 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven : nor shall 
the monies, paid for such purchases, ever be deemed a 
part of the fiinds of t^iis State, or be liable to appropri^- 
ation as such, but until such monies be drawn from the 
treasury, they shall be considered altogether at the^ 
risque of the persons who have deposited the same* 
No money shall be drawn out of tlie treasury, or from 
the public funds of this State, except by appropriation 
made by law : and a regular statement and account of 
the receipts and expenditures of all public monies, shall 
be published from time to time. No vote, resolution, 
law, or order, shall pass the General Assembly, grant- 
ing a donation or gratuity in favour of any person whatr 
ever, but by the concurrence of two-thirds of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, 

Sect. 25. It shall be the duty of the Justices of the 
Inferior Court, or any three of them, in each coi^nty 
respectively, within sixty days after the adjournment of 
this Convention, to appoint one or more fit persons iu 
each county, not exceeding one for each battalion dis- 
trict whose duty it shall be to take a fiill and accurate 
census or enumeration of all free white persons, and 
people of colour, residing therein, distinguishing in se- 
parate 
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parate cohimnS) the free white persons from persons 
of colour, and return the same to the Clerks of the Su- 
perior Courts of the several counties, certified under 
their haads on or before the first day of December 
next— the persons so appointed, being first severally 
sworn before the said Justices of either of them, duly 
and faithfully to perform the trust reposed in them : and 
it shall be the duty of the said Clerks, to transmit all 
such returns, under seal, directed to the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, at the first session of the 
Legislature thereafter : And it shall be the duty of the 
General Assembly, at their said first session, to appor- 
tion the Members of the House of Representatives a- 
mong the several counties, agreeably to the plan pre- 
scribed by this Constitution, and to provide an adequate 
compensation for the taking of the said census. Every 
person, whose usual place of abode shall be in any&imi- 
ly on the first Monday in July next, shall be returned as 
of such family, and every person, occasionally absent 
fit the time of taking the enumeration, as belonging to 
that place in which he usually resides. The General 
Assembly shall, by law, direct the manner of taking 
such census or enumeration, within every subsequent 
term of seven years, in conformity to this Constitution. 
And it is declared to be the duty of all officers, civil and 
military, throughout tliis State, to be mding and assist- 
ing in the true and faithful execution thereof. In case 
the Justices of the Inferior Courts should fail to make 
such appointments, or if there should not be a sufficient 
number of such Justices in any county, then the Justi- 
ces of the Peace, or any three of them, shall have and 
exercise like powers and authority respecting the said 
census ; and if the census or enumeration of any coun- 
ty shall not be so taken and returned, then, and in that 
case, the General Assembly shall apportion the repre- 
sentation of such county, according to the best evidence 
in their power, relative to its population. 

ARTICLE II. 
Sect. 1. The executive power shall be vested in a 
Governor, who shall hold his office during the term of 
two years, and until such time as a successor shall be 

chps« 



GEORC^IA. a 17 

choseti and qualified : he shall have a competent salary 
established by laiv, which shall not be increased or di* 
niinished during the period for wlMchhe shall have been 
elected ; neither shall he receive, within Aat period, 
any other emolument from the United States, or either 
of them, or from any foreign power. 

Sect. 2« The Governor shall be elected by the Gen- 
eral Assembly, at their second annual session after the 
rising of this Convention, and at every second annual 
session thereafter, on the second day after the two 
Houses shall be organized and competent to proceed to 
business. 

Sect. 3. No person shall be eligible to the office of 
Governor, who shall not have been a citizen of the Unit- 
ed States twelve years, and an inhabitant of tliis State 
six years, and who hath not attained to the age of thir^* 
ty years, and who does not possess five hundred acres 
of land, in his own right, within this State, and other 
property to the amount of four thousand dollars, and 
whose estate shall not, on a reasonable estimation, be 
competent to the discharge of his debts, over and above 
that sum. 

Sfxt. 4. In case of death, resignation, or disability 
of the Governor, the President of the Senate shall exer- 
cise the executive powers of Government, until such 
disability be removed, or until the next meeting of the 
General Assembly. 

Sect. 5. The Governor shall, before he enters on 
the duties of his office, take the following oath or affir- 
mation : " I do solemnly swear or affirm (as the case 
may be) that I will faithfully execute the office of Go- 
vernor of the State of Georgia ; and will, to the best of 
my abilities, preserve, protect, and defend the said State, 
and cause justice to be executed in mercy therein, ac- 
cording to the Constitution and laws thereof." 

Sect. 6. He shall be Commander in Chief of the 
army and navy of this State, and of the militia thereof. 

Sect. 7. He shall have power to grant reprieves for 
offences against the State, except in cases of impeiich- 
ment, and to grant pardons, or to remit any part of a 
sentence, in all cases after conviction, except for trea- 
son 
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son or murder, in which cases he may respite the exe- 
cution, and make report thereof to the next General 
Assembly, by whom a pardon may be granted. 

Sect. 8. He shall issue whts of election to fill up all 
vacancies that happen in the Senate or House of Re- 
presentatives : and shall have power to convene the Gen- 
eral Assembly on extraordinary occasions ; and shall 
give them, from time to time, information of tlie state 
of the Republic, and recommend to their consideration 
such measures as he may deem necessary and expedient. 

Sect. 9. When any affice shall become vacant by 
death, resignation, or otherwise, the Governor shall have 
the power to fill such vacancy ; and persons so appoint- 
ed, shall continue in office until a successor is appointed, 
agreeably to the mode pointed out by this Constitution, or 
by the Legislature. 

Sect. 10. He shall have the revision of all bills pass- 
ed by botli Houses, before the same shall become laws, 
but two-thirds of botli Houses may pass a law notwith- 
standing his dissent J and if any bill should not be re- 
turned by the Governor within five days after it hath 
been presented to h:m, the same shall be a law, unless 
the General Assembly, by their adjournment, shall 
prevent its return. 

Sect. 11. Every vote, resolution or order, to which 
the concurrence of both Houses may be necessary, ex- 
cept on a question of adjournment, shall be presented 
to the Governor ; and before it shall take effect be ap- 
proved by him, or being disapproved, may be repassed 
by two-thirds of both Houses, according to the rule* 
and limitations prescribed in case of a bill. 

Sect. 12. There shall be a Secretary of the State, 
a Treasurer, and a Surveyor-General, appointed in the 
same manner, and at the same session of the Legisla- 
ture, and they shall hold their offices for the like period 
as tlie Governor, and shall have a competent salary, in- 
eluding such emoluments as may be established by law, 
which shall not be increased or diminished during the 
period for which they shall have been elected. 

Sect. 13. The Great Seal of the State, shall be de- 
' posited in the office of the Secretary'of State, and shall 

not 
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Tiot be affi&ed to any instrument of writing, but by order 
of the GoveiTior or General Assembly ; and the Gene- 
ral Assembly shall, at tlieir first session after the rising 
of this Convention, cause the great teal to be altered 
by law. 

Sect. 14. The Governor shall have power to appoint 
his own Secretaries. 

ARTICLE III. 
Sect. 1. The judicial powers of this State shall be 
Tested in a Superior Court, and in such inferior juris- 
dtctions as the Legislature shall, from time to time, or- 
dain and establish. The Judges of the Superior Courts 
shall be elected for the term of three years, removable 
by the Governor on the address of two-thirds of both 
Houses for that purpose, or by impeachment and con- 
viction thereon. The Superior Court shall have exclu- 
sive and final jurisdiction in all criminal cases, which 
shall be tried in the county wherein the crime was com- 
mitted, and in all cases respecting titles to land, which 
shall be tried in the county where the land lies : and 
shall have power to correct errors in inferior judicato- 
ries by writs of certiorari^ as well as errors in the Su- 
perior Courts, and to order new trials on proper and le- 
gal grounds : Provided, That 'SUch new trials shall be 
determined, and such errors corrected, in the Superior 
Court of the county in which such action originated.— 
And the said Court shall also have appellate jurisdiction 
in such other cases as the Legislature may by law di- 
rect, which shall in no case tend to remove the cause 
from the county in which the action originated ; and tlie 
Judges thereof, in all cases of application for new trials 
or correction of errors, shall enter their opinions on the 
minutes of the Court. The Inferior Courts shall have 
cognizance of all other civil cases, which shall be tried in 
the county wherein the defendent resides,'except in cases 
of joint obligors, residing in different counties, which 
may be commenced in either county : and a copy of the 
petition and process, served on the party or parties re- 
siding out of the county in which the suit may becom- 
anenced, shall bfe deemed sufficient service, under such 
rules and regulations^ as the Legislature may dii^ect; 

but 
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but the Legislature may, by law, to which two-third» 
of each branch shall concur, give concurrent jiirischctioxi 
to the Superior Courts. The Superior and Liferior 
Courts shall sit in each county twice in every year, at 
such stated times as the Legislature shall appoint. 

Sect. 2. The Judges shall have salaries, adequate 
to their services, established by law, which shall not be 
increased or diminished during their continuance in of- 
fice : but shall not receive any perquisites or emoluments 
whatever, from parties or others, on account of any du- 
ty required of them. 

Sect. 3. There shall be a State's Attorney and So- 
licitor appointed by the Legislature, and commissioned 
by the Governor, who shall hold their offices for the 
term of three years, unless removed by sentence on 
impeachment, or by the Governor, on the address of 
two-thirds of each branch of the General Assembly. — 
They shall have salaries adequate to their services, estab- 
lished by law, which shall not be increased or diminish- 
ed during their continuance in ofHce. 

Sect. 4. Justices of the Inferior Courts shall be ap- 
pointed by the General Assembly, and be commission- 
ed by the Governor, and shall hold their commissions 
during good behaviour, or as long as they respectively 
reside in the county for which they shall be appointed, 
unless removed by sentence on impeachment, or by tlie 
Governor on the address of two-thirds of each branch 
of the General Assembly. They, may be compensated 
for their services, in such manner as the Legislatui-e 
may by law direct. 

Sect.S. The Justices of the Peace shall be nominat- 
ed by the Inferior Courts of the several counties, and 
commissioned by the Governor, and there shall be two 
Justices of the Peace in each captain's district, eidier or 
both of whom, shall have power to try all cases of 
a civil nature, within their district, where the debt, or 
liquidated demand, does not exceed thirty dollars, jn 
such manner as the Legislature may by law direct.— 
They shall hold their appointments during good behavi- 
our, or until they shall be removed by conviction on in- 
dictment in the Superior Courts for mal-practice in ofr 

fice, 
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ilee, or for any felonkms or infamcms citme, or by the 
GoYemor, on the address of two^>irds of each branch df- 
the Legislature. 

Sect. 6. The powers of a Court of Ordinary or Re- 
gister of Probates, shall be vested in the Inferior Courts 
of each county, from whose decision there may be aa 
appeal to the Superior Court, under such restrictions 
and regulations as the General Assembly may by la^ 
direct ; but the Inferior Court shall have power to vest 
tlie care of records and other proceedings therein, iix- 
the Clerk, or such other person as they may appoint ; 
and any one or more Justices of the said Court, wjth 
such Clerk or other pei*8an, may issue citations and^ 
grant temporary letters, in time of vacation, to hold: 
until the next meeting of the said Court ; and such. 
Clerk or other pesson may grant marriage licences. 

Sect. 7. The Judges of the Superior Courts, or any 
one of them, shall have power to issue writs of manda^ 
musy prohibitions, scire faciaa and all other writs which' 
may be necessary for carrying their powers ^firily into 
effect. 

Sect. 8. Within five years after the adoption of thit 
Constitution, the body of our laws, civil and criminal^ 
shall be revised, digested and arranged, under the pro* 
per heads, and promulgated in such manner as the Le- 
gislature may direct ; and no person shall be debar-i 
red from advocating or defending his cause, before- 
any^ Court orTribunal, either by himself or counsel^ or 
both. 

Sect. 9. Divorces shall not be granted by the Le- 
gislature, until the parties shall have had a fair trial he- 
fore the Superior Court, and a verdict shall hav£ been. 
obtained, authori2dng a divorce upon legal principles^. 
And in such cases, two-tliirds of each branch' of thft 
Legislature may pass acts of divorce iiccordingly. 

Sect. 10. The Clerks of the Superior and Infenori 
Courts, shall be appointed in such manner as tiiQ Legis* 
/ature may by law direct, shall be ccnnmissioned bj?: 
the Governor, and shall continue in office during goo^ 
behaviour. ; 

]U ^ • Shei> 
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Sect7 11* Sheriffs shall be appointed in such inalk«^ 
ncr as the General Assembly tnajr, by law, direct, and 
•hall hold their appointments for the term of two 
years, unless sooner removed by sentence on im- 
peachment, or by the Governor, on the address of 
two-thirds of the Justices of the Inferior Court and oF 
the Peac« in the county ; but no person shall be twice 
elected Sheriff within any term of four years ; and ho 
county officer after the next election, shall be chossn at 
tiie time of electing a Senator or Representative. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sect. I. The electors of Members of the General 
Assembly, shall be citizens and inhabitants of this State, • 
«nd shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, and 
liave paid all public taxes which may have been required 
of them, and which they have had an opportunity of 
paying agreeably to law, for the year preceding the elec- 
tion, and shall have resided six months within the coun- 
ty : Provided^ that in case of invasion, and the inhabi- 
tatitiB shall be driven from any county, so as to prevent 
an election therein, such refugee inhabitants being a 
siajority of the voters of such county, may meet under 
the direction of any three Justices of the Peace there- 
of, in the nearest county, not in a state of alarm, and 
proceed to an election, without having paid such tax so 
required of electors, and the persons elected thereat, 
shall be entitled to their seats. 

' Seet. 2. All elections, by the General Assembly, 
shall be by joint ballot of both branches of the Legisla- 
lature) and when the iSenate and House of Represen- 
t-atives unite for the purpose of electing, they shall meet 
in the Representative chamber, and the President of 
tl^e Senate shall in such cases preside, receive the ballots, 
auid declare the person or pereons elected. In all elec- 
tions by the People, the electors shall vote vivavocey 
isntil the Legislature shall otherwise direct. 
'* Sect. 3. The General officers of the militia shall 
be elected by the General Assembly, and shall be com- 
n^issioned by the Governor. All other officers of the ml- 
Jitia shall be elected in such manner as the Legislature 
vxay direct, $uid shall be commissioned by the Governor^ 

and 
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Bud all militia officers now in commission, and those 
which may be hereafter commissioned, shall hold their 
commissions during their usual residence within the di- 
vision, brigade, regiment, battalion, or company, to 
which they belong, unless removed by sentence of a 
Court Martial, or by the Governor, on the address of 
two-thirds of each branch of the General Assembly, 

Sect. 4. All persons appointed by the Legislature^ 
to fill vacancies, shall continue in office, only so long, 
as to complete the time for which their predecessor* 
were appointed. 

Sf-ct. 5. Freedom^ of the Press, and trial by jury,, 
as heretofore used in this State, shall remain inviolate ^ 
and no esc post facto law shall be passed. 

Sect. 6. No person, who heretofore hath been or 
hereafter may be, a collector, or holder of public mo-^ 
nies, shall be eligible to any office in this State, until 
such person shall hav accounted for, and paid into th^ 
Treasury, all sums for which he may be accountable 
or liable. 

Sect. 7. The person of a debtor, where there is not 
a strong presumption of fraud, shall not be detained ia 
prison, after delivering up bona fide-, all his estate real 
and personal, for the use of his creditors, in such man- 
ner as shall be hereafter regulated by law. 

Sect. 8. Convictions on impeachments, which have 
heretofore taken place, are hereby released and p©r» 
sons laying under such convictions, restored to citizen-t 
sliip. ,, 

Sect. 9. The writ of habeas co7*^tt« /shall not be sus- 
pended unless when in case of rebellion, or invasion, the 
public Safety may require it. , .: . , , 

Sect. Ip. No person within, this State shall, upoa 
any pretence, be deprived of the inestimable privilege 
of worshipping God, in a manner agreeable to his own 
conscience, nor be compelled to attend any place of 
worship, contrary to his owii faith and judgment ; nor 
shall he ever be. obliged to pay tythes, taxes, or any- 
other rate, for the building or repairing any place of wor^ 
5hip, or for. the maintenance of any minister or ministry, 
^ntrary to what h^ belieyes to b^ right, or hath yolun^, 

tarilv 
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tariljr engaged to do. No one religious society shaQ 
ever be established in this State, in preference to anoth- 
er ; nor shall any person be denied the enjoyment of 
any civil rights merely on account of his religious prin- 
ciples* 

S^CT. 11. There shall be no future importation of 
slaves into this State from Africa, or any foreign place, 
after the first day of October next. The Legislature 
shall have no power to pass laws for the emancipation 
©f slaves, without the consent of each of their respec- 
tive owners, previous to such emancipation. They 
shall have no power to prevent emigrants from either 
of the United States to this State, from bringing with 
them such persons, as may be deemed slaves, by the 
laws of any one of the United States. 

Sect* 12. Any person, who shall maliciously dis- 
member or deprive a slave of his life, shall suffer such 
punishment as would be inflicted, m case the like of- 
ience had been committed on a free white person, and 
on the like proof, except in case of insurrection by such 
slave, and unless such death should happen by accident, 
in giving such slave moderate correction. 

Sect. 13. The Arts and Sciences shall be promoted 
in one or more seminaries of learning, and the Legis^ 
lature shall, as soon as conveniently may be, give such 
further donations and privileges to those already estab- 
lished, as may be necessaiy to secure the objects of 
their institution : and it shall be the duty of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, at their next session, to provide effec- 
tual measures for the improvement and permanent 
security of the funds and endowments of such institu- 
tions. 

•Sect. i4. All civil officers shall continue in the ex- 
<rcise of the duties of their several offices, during the 
periods for which they were appointed, or until they 




with this Constitution, until repealed ; and it shall be 
the duty of the General Assembly to pass all necessary 
laws and regulatioas> for carrying this Constitution into 
foU efl&:cU No 
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Sect. i5. No part of this Constitution shall be al- 
tered, unless a bill for that purpose, specifying the al- 
terations intended to be made, shall have been read three 
times in the House of Representatives, toid three timet 
in the Senate, on three severad days in each House, and 
agreed to by two-thirds of each House respectively % 
and when any such bill shall be passed in manner afore- 
said, the same shall be published at least six months pre- 
vious to the next ensuing annual election for members 
of the General Assembly ; and if such alterations, or 
any ^f them so proposed, shall be agreed to in their ^rst 
session thereafter, by two-thirds of eiach branch of the 
General Assembly, after the same shall have been read 
three timeSy on three separate days, in each respectinre 
House, then, and not otherwise, thjp same shall become 
a part of this Constitution. 

We, the underwritten Delegates of the People of 
the State of Georgia, chosen and authorized by 
them to revise, alter, or amend the powers and 
principles of their Government, do declare, ordain, 
and ratify, the several Articles and Sections con- 
tained in the six pages hereunto prefixed, as the 
Constitution of this State ; and the same shall be 
in operation from the date hereof* 

In testimony whereof, WE, and each of us re- 
spectively, have hereunto set our hands, at Loids^ 
viilej the seat of Government, this 30th day of 
May, in the year of our Lord, 1 798, and in the 
22d year of the Independence of the United States 
of America ; and have caused the Great Seal of ' 
the State to be affixed thereto 

Article 4th, Section nth, and first line, the follow- 
ing words being interiined, to wit : — " After the first 
day of October next/* 

JARED IRWIN, President, 
4tnd Delegate from IVaMngtQfu 
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. B. Maxwell, 
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Benj- Davisy 
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John Milton. 
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James Bird, 
And E. Wells, 
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t 
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Jas. Jackfon, 
James Jones, 
€^0. Jones. 
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James Simms, 
Wa. Drane, 
Jas. M'Neil. 
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John King, 
John London, 
Tho. Polhill. 

ELBERT. 
Wm. Barnett, 
R. Hunt, 
Benj. Mofcly. 
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A. Franklin, 
Rob. Walters, 
Tho. Gilbert. 
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ohn Couper, 
Tho. Spalding. 
GREEN. 
G.W.Fofter, 
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James Nifljet. 

HANCOCK. 
Cha.Abercrombie, 
Tho.Lamar, 
Matt. Rabun. 

JEFFERSON. 
Peter J. Carnes, 
Wm. Fleming, 
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JACKSON. 
Geo.Wilfon, 
James Pitman, 
Jof. Humphries. 
LIBERTY. 
James Cochran, 
James Powell, 
James Dunwoody. 

LINCOLN. 
Henry Ware, 
Gib.Woolridge, 
Jared Groce. 
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John H. M'Intolh, 
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MONTGOMERY. 

Benj.Harrifon, 
John Watts, 
John Jones. 
OGLETHORPE, 
Jn. Lumpkin, 
Tho. Duke, 
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RICHMOND. 
Rob. Watkins, 
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SCRIVEN. 
Lewis Lanier, 
Js.H Rutherford* 
James Oliver. 

WASHINGTOK^ 
John Watts, 
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Arthur Fort, 
W.Stith, jun. 
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Jeffe Mercer, 
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Th€ CONSTITUTION of Vermont J adapted by the Conven- 
tion hoiden atWtndfor^ 4fh July 1793. 

A Declaration of Rights of the Inhabitant f of the State 

of Vermont, 

Chap. I. — ArtM. 

THAT all men are born equally free and inJepen* 
dene, and have certain natural, inherent, and 
unalienable rights, amongft which are the enjoying 
and defending life and liberty, acquiring, poflemng, 
and protedting property, and purfuing, and obtaining 
bappinefs and fafety : therefore, no male peribn born in 
this country, or brought from over Tea, ought to be 
hoiden by law, toferve any perfon as a feryant, flavef 
or apprentice, after he arrives to the age of twenty- 
oue years, nor female in like manner, after flie arrives 
to the age of eighteen years, unlefs they are bound by 
their own conlent, after they arrive to fuch age, or 
bound by law for the payment of debtS| damages, iines^ 
coUs, or the like. 

ARTICLE 11. 

That private propery ought to be fubfervient to pub- 
lic ufes when neceflity requires it, neverthelefs, when* 
ever any pcrfon's property is taken for the uie of the 
pubh'c, the owner ought to receive an equivalent in 
money. 

ARTICLE in. 

That all men have a natural and unalienable right to 
worfhip Almighty God, according to the diilates of 
their own confciences and undetftandings, as in their 
opinion /hall be regulated by the word of God : and that 
no man ought to, or of right can be compelled to attend 
any religious worfhip, or ere(ft or fopport any place ol 
worihip, or maintain any minifter contrary to the dic- 
tates of his own confcience, nor can any man bejuflly 
^ deprived or abridged of any civil right as a citizen, on 

ac* 
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account of his religious fentimentSi or peculiar mode of 
rfeltgtotis wtrtrftip t nmi that no authority can, t>r ought 
robe vetted in, or alTumed by^ any power whatever^ 
that (hall in any cafe interfere with, or in any manner 
controul the rights of confcience, in the free exerci(« 
of religious worfliip. Neverthelefsi every fe^t or 
denomination of ChriOians ought to obferve the Sab- 
bath or Lord's day^ and keep upfome iort of religious 
^v<>rihip, which to them Ihail feeoi moU agr«eabie to 
the revealed will of God, 

ARTICLE IV. 

Every perfon within this State ought to find a certafii 
remedy, by having recourfe to the !aw«, for all ioju* 
Ties or wrongs', which he may receive in his perfoq^ 
property or charaiEter : he ought to obtain right and juf- 
tiee freely, and without being obliged to purchafe irj^ 
completely and without any denial ; promptly and 
without delay, conformably to the laws. 

ARTICLE V. 

That the people of this State, by their legal reprefen- 
tatives, have the fole, inherent, and exclufive right of 
governing and regulating the internal police of the fame.. 

ARTICLE VI. 

That aU power being originally inherent in, and con* 
fcquently derived from the People, therefore all officers 
of government, whether Legiflative or Executive, are 
their truUees aqd fervants, and at all timesy in a legal 
way, accountable to them. 

ARTICLE VIL 

That government is, or ought to be, inftituted for 
the common benefit, protedtion, and fecurity.of the 
people, nation, or community, and not for the particu- 
lar emolument or advantage of any fmgle raan, fami- 
lyy or fet of men, who arc a part only of that commu- 
nity ; and that the community hath an indubitable, un* 
alienable, and indefeafible ri^ht to reform or alter go- 
verment, in fuch manner as fhallbe, by that comnmni- 
ty, judged moil cQjnducive to the public weal. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

That all ele6lions ought to be free and without cor- 

ptipui ^nd that all freemen^ |ia?ipga.fviffi,cieQt, evi« 

dent 
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idcnt, coTDmon tnterefl with, and attachment tOy the 
cbaimunity, have a' right to ele^ oiBcers, and be eledl* 
c;d into ofEce, agreeably to the regulations made in this 
Con(\itutibn. 

ARTICLE IX. 
That evtfry nnember of fociety hath a right to b^ 
jJrote^ed in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and proper- 
ty, and therefore is bound to contribute his proportion 
towards tlie expcnfe of that proted^ion^ and yield his 
perfohal fervice, when neceHary, or* an equivalent 
thereto, but no part of any perfon's property can be 
jUftly taken froni him, or applied to public ufes, without 
liis own conlent, or that of the repre fecit at ive body of 
freemen r nor can any man who is confcientiopfly fcru- 
jJUlous of bearing arms, be juftly compelled theireto, if^ 
he will pay fuch equivalent ; nor ai*e the people bound 
by any law but fuch as they Have in like manner. alfent- 
^d to, for their common good : and pr^evious to iny law- 
being riiarde to ralfe a iax,vlhe purpofe for which it is to 
be railed ought to appear evident to the Legiflature, 
to be of niorc fervice to the commuiiity than the money 
would be if not colle(5led. 

ARTICLE X. 
^ That in all prbfecutions for oiTenccs, a. perfon jbath », 
right to be heard by himfelf and hfs counfel ; to demand 
the cabfe and nature of his accufation ; to be confront* 
ed with'the witncfTes ; to call forevidcnce in his favour^- 
and a fpcedy public trial by an impartial jury of the 
country, without, the unanimous confent of which jury, 
he cannot be found guilty ; nor can he be compelled to 
give evidence againfl himfelf ; nor can ahy perfon be 
jafttj; deprived of his liberty, except by the laws of the 
land or the judgtoent ofhls" peeps; 

ARtlCLE Xi, 
That the people have a right to hold themfelves^ 
their houfe's, papers, and' pofleffiqns, free from fearch 
df feizu re ; and therefore warrants, without oath or 
faffirmatioh fir (1 made; aflfbrding fufficient fouridatioa 
for I hem, and whereby any officer or melTenger maybe 
coi^manded or required to fearch fufpeded places, oir 
to feize any perfon or perfons, his, her, or their pro- 
perty, not: partictiVarly d'efcfilied,' are contrary to tb?*'' 
nght^ and ought not to be granted. h z 
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ARTICLE XIL 
That when any iflue in fa6t, proper for the cogni- 
zance of a jury is joined in a court of law, the parties 
have a right to trial by jury, which ought to be held 
ikcrecf. 

ARTICLE Xlir. 

That the people have a right to freedom of fpeech^ 
and of writing, and publifliiog their fcntiments con- 
cerning the tranfafSlions of government, and therefore 
the freedom of the prels ought not to be reltrained. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

The freedom of deliberation, fpeech, and debate, 
in the Legiflature, is fo eilential to the rights of the 
people, that it cannot be the foundation of any accula- 
tion or profecution, a<5Uon or complaint, in any other 
court or place whatfoever. 

ARTICLE XV. 

The power of fufpending laws, or the execution of 
laws, ought never to be exercifed but bythe Legiflature, 
<Jr by authority derived from it, to be exercifed in fuch 
particular cafes, as this Conflitution, or the Legiflature 
ihall provide for. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

That the people have' a right to bear arms ft)!" the 
defence of themfelves and the State — and as (landing 
armies in time of peace are dangerous to liberty, they 
ought not to be kept up ; and that the military fliould 
be kept under ftrict fubordination to and governed by 
the' civil power, 

ARTICLE XVIL 

That no perfon in this State, can in any cafe befub- 
je£bed to law martial, or to any penalties or pains bf 
virtue df that law, except thofe employed in the arniy, 
and the militia in a^luial . fervice. 

ARTICLE XVIIL 

That frequent recurrence to fundamental principles^ 
and firm adherence tojuflice, moderation, temperance, 
induftry, iand frugality, are abfolutely necefTary to pre- 
fcrve the bleffings of Liberty, and keep Government 
free ? the people ought therefore, to pay particular at- 
tention to thefe points, in the choice of uffitera and re- 
prefeatativeey and have a right in a legal way; to exait 
" " ' .a. 
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m due and condant regard to them, from their tegillators 
and magii^rates, ia making and executing fuch laws as 
are necelTary for the good government of the State. 

AllTlCLE XIX. 

That all people have a natural and inherent right to 
emigrate from one State to another that will receive 
them. 

ARTICLE XX. 

That the people have a right to aflemble together to 
confult for their common good— to instruct their repre- 
fentatives — and apply to the Legiflature for redrcis of 
grievances, by addrefs, pciitiun, or remonfirance^ 

ARTICLE XXL 

That no perfon (ball be liable to be tranfported out of 
this State for trial for any offence committed within the 
iame. 



CHAP. IL 
PLAN OR FRAME OF GOVERNMENT. 

Section i. THE Commonwealth, or ftate of Ver- 
mont, (hall be governed hereafter, by a Govei*nor, 
(or Lieufenant-Governor) Council, and an AfTembly of 
the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of the fame, in 
manner and form following : 

Sect, 2. The fupreme Icgiflative por/er fhall be 
vefled in a Houfe of Reprefentatives of the freemen of 
the CoramonweaUh, or State of Vermont, 

Sect. 3. The fupreme executive power (hall be veft. 
cd in a Governor, or, in his abfeuce, a Lieut. Governor 
and Council. 

Sect. 4, Courts of Juflice fhaii he maintained ja 
every county in this State, and al(b in new counties, 
when formed ; which Courts (hall be open for the trial 
of all caufes proper for their cognizauce ;' and judice 
fhall be therein impartiaiiy adminiilered» without cor- 
ruption, or iinneceflary delay. The Judges of tlie Su- 
preme Court Ihail. be jufhces of Peace tliroughout the 
■ State; and the feverai Juc)ge5 of the County Courts, 
in their refpei^tivc counties, by virtue uf their.office, 
.except in the. trial, of fuch canfes as may be appealed to 
the County Court, 
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,9ec.t, 5. A future J^egif^^turc may, wb.cn they ftajfl 
^iqODceivc the fame to be' cxpcdieDt and peceflary, ere^ 
a Court of Cha.ncery, with fuch powers as are ufually 
excrcifed by thatCourt,or as fliall appear for the intereil 
of t;he,Cojaimon wealth — Provided^ they do not cpn.iUtute 
.themijelyes. tbe Judges of the faid court. 

Sect. 6. The Leginative, Executive^ and Judiciary 
Departments, fball be feparate and di(lin6l, fo tbat net- 
Xhcr /GJ^erQife the powers belonging to the other. 

Sect. 7. In order that the freemen ot this $tate 
may .?njoy the benefit of eledion, as equally as may 
be, each town yvithin this State, that confilts, or may 
confift of eighty taxable inhabitants, within one fep* 
lenary or feveo years next after the cflabHfliing this 
Conftitution, may hold etedlions therein, and cbufe 
each two repreientatives ; and each other inhabited 
town in this State, niay, in like manner, chofe each 
one Heprefentative, to reprefei^t them in General Af^ 
fembly, during the faid feptenary, orfeven years ; and 
after that, each inhabited town may, in like manner^ 
Lold fuch election, and cbufe each one Repreientative 
forever thereafter. 

Sect. 8. The Iloofe of Reprefcntatives of the free- 
men of this State, (hall confifl of perfons moft noted 
for wifdom and virtue, to be chofen, by ballot, by 
the freenrien of every town in this State, refpeftivcly^ 
6ri the fifft Tuefday of September annually forever. 

Sect, 9. TheReprefentatives fo chofen (a majority 
of whom (haU conftitute a quorum for tranfa^ingany 
other bufmefs than raifiug a State tax, for which two- 
thirds of the members eled^ed fliall be prefent) fhall 
meet on the fecond Thursday of the fucceeding GiSto- 
ber, and (hall be ffyled The General Ajfembly of the State 
ff Vermont ; ihcy fhall have power to <ihule their Speak- 
er, Secretary of State, their Clerk, and other neceflary 
officers of the Houfe— fit on their own adjournments- 
prepare bills, and enadt them into laws — judge of the 
elections and qualifications of their own members ! they 
may expel members, but not forcaufes known to their 
conflituents antecedent to their eledlibn : they may ad- 
ininilter oaths and affirmations in matters depending be- 
fore 
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J<^^ tlMKB-^T-redrefs grievances-— iropeacb (lat« crimU 
xia\«— *-graat cbartersofiDcorporatioo— -gondii ute tovvDS^ 
borougbSf cities^ and counties: they may annually, on 
their tiril feiEon after their ele6tipny in conjun£tion with 
the Council, (or pftener if need be) e\e6\ Judges of the 
Supreme and ieveral County and Probate Courts, She- 
fill^, and Jiii\\ce% of the Peaces andalfo with the Coun- 
cil m.ay ele^ IVLajor-Generals, and Brigadier-Generals, 
from tinieto time, as often as there fhall be occafion : 
apd they (hall have all other powers necefTary for the 
l^egiAature of a free and fovereign State: but they 
fi^^W have no power to add to, alter, abolifh, or infringe 
Skxxj part of this Conilitution, 

§i:gT* to. The Supreme Executive Council of this 
State, (hall confifl of a Governor, Lieutenant-Govcr* 
pqr, and twelve perfuns, chofen in the following mao» 
n^Qr, viz. The freemen &f each town (hall, on the day 
of the eledlion for chudng Reprefentatives to attend the 
Geoer^l A(rembly, bring in their votes for Governor^ 
>vith his name fairly written, to the Conilabie, who 
ftall fe^l them up, and write on them^ Votes for theGo* 
v^-noTy and deliver them to the Reprefentatives chofea 
to attend the General Aflembly ;» and at the opening of 
the General Aflembly, there (hall be a committee ap* 
pointed out of the Council and Aflembly, who^ after be- 
ing duly fworn to the faithful diicharge of their trufl, 
ihall proceed to receive^ ^ort, and count the votes for 
the Governor, and declare the perfon who has the ma<* 
jor part of the votes, to be Governor for the year eofuw 
lag. And if there be no choice made, then the Coun- 
cil and General Aflembly, by their joint bailor, (hall 
lliaki; choice of a Governor.. The Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor and X!reafurer (hall be cho(en in the manner above 
dire^ed. And each freeman (halJ give in twelve votei 
for tiyelve CopnfeUors, in the fame manner ; and the 
t>^e)ve higbefl in nomination (hall ferve for the en<» 
(bing year as Counfellors. 

SiiCT. 11. The Governor, and in his abfence th^ 
Licutpnant-Governor,, wjth the Councilv (a major part 
of vyhptPt including th« Governor^, or LKeufenant Go^ 
yer^pri^ %^1| jb^^.^ quprnn^ to trapfaA bu{iO(^ls)ihaJl hava 

power 
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Sect. 15. The stik of the latrs oF this State in fti* 
tiire to bfe passed^ shaW be, It ie hereby eriacted by the^ 
General Assembly qf the State of Vermont. 

Sect. 16. To the end that laws, before they are en- 
acted^ may be more maturely considered, and the in- 
convenience of hasty defermihalions as much as possi- 
ble prevented> all bills which originate in the Assembly, 
shall be laid before the Governor and Council for their 
revision and concurrence, or proposals of amendni^nt, 
\rho shall return the same to the Assembly, with their 
proposids of amendment, if any, iii writing ; and if ^e 
fame are not agreed to by the Asssembly, it shall' be in 
the power of the Governor aild Council to suspend the 
passing of such bills until the next session of the Le- 
gislature : Provided, that if the Governor and Council 
shall neglect or refuse to return any such bill to the 
Assembly, with written proposals, of amendment, with- 
in five days, or before the rising of t-he Legislattkre, 
the same shall become a law. 

Sect. i7. No money shall be drawn out of the 
Treasury, unless first appropriated by att of Legi^ation. 

Sect. i8. No persdn ?hall be elected a Representa- 
tive, until he haa resided two years in this State ; the 
last of which shall be in the town for which he is e- 
lected. 

Sect. i9. No Member of the Council, or House of 
Representatives, shall, directly or indirectly^ receive 
any fee or reward to bring forward or advocate any bill, 
petition, or other business, to be transacted in the Le- 
gislature, or advocate any' cause, as Council, in either 
House of legislation, except when employed in- behalf 
of the State. . 

Sect. 20. No person oi^ht, in any case, oi< in any- 
time, to be declared guilty of treason or felony, \yf the 
Legislature^ 

Sect. 2i. Every man of the full age of twenty- one 
years, > having resided in this State for the space of one 
whole year next before the election of Representative9> 
and is of a quiet and peaceable behaviour^ aiid will take 
the following, oath or affirmation, shall bei entitled to all 
the privileges of this State ;•—« You do solemnly swear 

or 
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^or afBrm) that whenever you give your vote or sufFrage, 
touchingany matter that concerns theState of Vermont, 
you will do it so ajsia your conscience you shall judge 
will moftt conduce to the best good of the same, as 
established by the Constitution, without fear or favour 
of any man." 

Sect. 22. The inhabitants of this State shaU be train* 
ed and armed for its defence, under such regulations, 
restrictions, and exceptions, as Congress agreeably to 
the Constitution of the United States, and the Legis- 
lature of this State shall direct. The several compa** 
nies of militia shall, as ofben as vacancies happen, elect 
their captain and other officers, and the captains and 
subalterns shall nominate and recommend the field officers 
of their respective regiments, who shall appoint their 
staff officers 

Skct. 23. All commissions shall be in the name 
of the Freemen of the State of Vermont, sealed with 
the State seal, signed by the Governor, and injhis ab- 
sence the Lieutenant-Governor, and attested by the Se* 
cretary ; which seal shall be kept by the Governor. 

SxcT. 24. Every Officer of State, whether judicial 
or executive, shall be liable to be impeached by the 
General Assembly, ekher when in office, or after his 
resignation or removal for mal-administraticai. All im* 
peachments shall be before the Governor, or Lieute- 
nant Governor, and Council, who shall hear and deter- 
mine the same, and may award costs ; and no trial or 
Impeachment shall be a bar to a prosecution at law» 

Sect. 25. As every freeman, to preserve his inde* 
pendence (if without a sufficient estate) ought to have 
some profession, calling, trade or farm, whereby he may 
honestly subsist, there can be no necessity for, nor use 
in, establishing offices of profit, the usual effects of 
which are dependence and servility, uubeconiing free- 
men in the possessors or expectants, and faction, con- 
tention and discord among the people. But if any man 
is called into public service to the prejudice of his pri*- 
vate affairs, he has a right to a reasonable compensation i 
and whenever an office, through incriease of fees or o- 
•therwise> becomes so profitable as to occasion^nany to 

ap< 
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apply for it, the profits ought ta be lessened bytheLegi- 
siauire* And if any officer shall wittingly and wljiiilly, 
take greater fees than the law allows him, it shall ever 
after disqualify him from holding any office in this State, 
until he shall be restored by act of legislation. 

Sect. 26. No person in this State shall be capable of 
•holding or exercising more than one of the following 
offices at the same time, viz. Governor, Lieutenant- 
Governor, Judge of the Supreme Court, Treasurer of 
4he State, Member of the Council, Member of' the 
G^eral Assembly, SurVeTor».General, or Sheriff. Nor 
shall any person, holding any office of profit or trust 
under the authority of Congress, be eligible to any ap- 
pointment in the Legislature, or of holding any execu- 
tive or judiciary office underithis State. 

Sect. 27. The Treasm-er of the State shall, before . 
the Governor and Council, give sufficient security to the 
Secretary of the State, in behalf of the General Assem- 
bly f and each High Sheriff, l^fore the Judge of the 
C^nty Court, to the Trealiurer of their respective coun- 
ties, previous to their respectively entering upon the 
execution of their offices, in such manner, and in such 
sums, as shall be directed by the Legislature. 

Sect. 28. The Treasurer's accounts shall be annu- 
ally audited, and a fair state thereof laid before the 
General Assembly, at their session in October. 

Sect. 29. Every officer, whether judicial, executive 
or military, in authority under this State, before he en- 
ters upon the execution of his office, shall take and sub- 
scribe the following oath or affirmation of allegiance 
to this State (unless he shall produce evidence that he 
has before taken the same), and al^o the following oath 
Or affirmation of office, except military officers, and 
such as shall be exempted by the Legislature. 
The Oath or Affii'ination of Allegiance. 

" You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you will 
be true and faithful to the State of Vermont, and that 
you will not, directly or indirectly, do any act or thing 
injurious to the constitution or government thereof, as 
established by convention. {If an oath) so help you God. 
(If an (fgirma$ion) under the pains and penalties of per*. 
jury." -. fhc 
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The Oath or Affirmation^ of Office. 

** You — r — • — . do solemnly swear for cffirrhj that 
you will faithfully execute the office of . for the^ — : — 
of '- ■ ; and will therein do equal right and justice to 
all men, to the best of your judgment and abilities, ac- 
cording to law. — {(fan oath J so help you God. — C(f 
ai affirmation) under the pains and penalties of perjury.'* 

Sect* 30. No person shall be eligible to the office of 
Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, until he shall have 
resided in this State four years next preceding the day 
of his election. 

Sect. 31. Trials of issues, proper for the cognizance 
of a jury, in the Supreme and County Courts, shall be 
by jury, except where parties otherwise agree ; and 
^reatcarc ought to be taken to prevent corruption or 
partiality in the choice and return, or appointment of 
juries. 

Sect. .32. All presecutions shall commence. By tiie 
authority of the State of Vermont — ^all indictments shall 
conclude with these words, against the peace and digni^ 
ty of the State. And all fines shall be proportioned to 
the offences. 

Sect. 33. The person of a debtor, where there it 
not strong presumption of fraud, shall not be continu- 
ed in prison after delivering up and assigning over bona 
fde^ all his estate, real and personal, in possession, re- 
version or remainder, for the use of his creditors, in 
such manner as shall be hereafter regulated by law. 
And all prisoners, unless in execution, or committed 
for capital offences, when the proof is evident or pre- 
sumption great, shall be bailable by sufficient sure- 
ties ; nor shall excessive bail be exacted for bailable of- 
fences. 

Sect. 34. All elections, whether by the People op 
the Legislature, shall be free and voluntary ; and any 
elector, who shall receive any gift or reward for his 
Vote, in meat, drink, monies, or otherwise, shall for- 
feit his right to elect at that time, and suffer ;.such other 
penalty as the law shall direct ; and any person who 
shall directly, or indirectly, give, promise or bestow, 
any such rewards to be ele^ted^ shall thereby be render- 
ed 
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ed incapable to bewe for the ensuing ye^, and to be 
^subject to such further punishment as a ftltufe Legis- 
lature shall direct. 

Sect. 35. All deeds and conveyances of land shall 
be recorded in the Town Clerk's office, in their respec- 
tive toiR^ns ; and for want thereof, in the County Clerk's 
office of the same County. 

Sect. 36. The Legislature shall regulate entatts in 
»uch manner as to prevent perpetuities. 

Sect* 37. To deter more effectually from thfe com- 
mission of crimes, by continued visible punishmerits of 
long duration, and to make sanguinary punishments less 
Tiecessary, means ought to be provided for putiishing- 
by hard labour, those who shall be convicted of crimes 
not capital, whereby the criminal shall be employed for 
the benefit of the public, or for the reparation of inju- 
ries done to private persons : And all persons, at pro- 
per times, ought to be permitted to see thetn at their 
labour. 

Sect. 38. The estates of such persons as may de« 
tjtroy their own lives, shall not, for that offenc6, be for- 
feited, but descend or ascend in the same manner, as if 
such persons had died in a natural way. Nor shall any 
article, which shall accidentally occasion the death of 
any person, be henceforth deemed a deodand, or in any- 
wise forfeited on account of such misfortune. 

Sect. 39. Every person, of good character, who 
cqmes to settle in this State, having first taken an oath 
or affirmation of allegiance to the same, may purchase, 
or by other just means acquire, hold, and transfer land, 
or other real estate ; and after one year's residence, 
shall be deemed a free denizen thereof,and entitled to all 
the rights of a natural bom subject of this State, except 
that he shall not be capable of being elected Governor, 
Lieutenant-Governor, Treasurer, Counsellor, or Re- 
presentative in Assembly, until after two years resi- 
dence. 

Sect. 40. The inhabitants of this State shall have 

liberty in seasonable times, to hunt and fowl on the land* 

they hold, and on other lands not inclosed } and in Hke 

jiaapncr to fish in all boataWe and other waters (not 

pri- 



private property) undei* proper re^lsitionS) to. be here- 
after made and provided by the General Assenibly. 

Sbct. 4i. Laws for the encouragement of viitue and 
prevention of vice and immomlity, ought to be con- 
stantly kept in force, and duly executed : And a com- 
petent number of schools ought to be maintained in each 
town, for the convenient instruction of youth : And one 
or ipore grammar schools be incorporated and properly 
supported in each county in this State. And all religi- 
ous societies or bodies of men, that may b^ hereafter 
united or incorporated for the advancement of religion 
and learning, or for other pious and charitajile purpo- 
ses, shall be encouraged and protected in the enjoyment 
of the privileges, immunities, and estates, which they 
in justice ought to enjoy, under such regulations as the 
General Assembly of this State shall direct. 

Sect. 42. The declaration of the political rights and 
privileges of the inhabitants of this State is hereby de- 
clared to be a part of the Constitution of this Coiiimon- 
wealth ; and ought not to be violated, ou any pretence 
whatsoever. 

Sect. 43. in order that the freedom of this Common*, 
wealth may be preserved inviolate forever, there shall 
be chosen, by ballot, by the freemen of this State, ou 
the last Wednesday in March, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-nine, and on the last Wednes- 
day in March in every seven years thereafter, thirteen 
persons, who shall be chosen in the same manner the 
Council is chosen, except they shall not be out of the 
Council or General Assembly, to be called the Council 
of Censors ; who shall meet together on the first Wed. 
nesday in June next ensuing their election, the majori- 
ty of whom sh^U be a quorum in every case, ^ except as 
to calling a convention, in which t' -thirds of the whole 
number elected shall agree : and whose duty it shall be 
to enquire, whether the Constitution has been preserved 
inviolate in every part, during the last septenary, (in- 
cluding the year of their service) and whether the legie.. 
lative and executive branohes of government have per- 
formed their «iaty, as guardians of the people, or assujm* 

ed 
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be fixed by the Legislature, and apportioned among. the 
dist'rcts, formed as hereinafter directed, according to the 
number of taxable inhabitants in each, and shall never 
be less than one-third,, nor more than one-half of the 
number of Representatives. 

IV» The Senators shall be chosen by districts, to be 
formed by the Legislature, each district containing such 
a number of taxable inhabitants, as shall be enUtled to 
dect not more than three Senators. When a district 
shall be conxposed of two or more counties, they shall 
be adjoining, and no county shall be divided in form- 
ing a district. 

V. The first election for Senators and Representa- 
tives, shall commence on the secondThursday of March 
next, 'and shall continue for that, and the succeeding 
day : and the next election shall commence on the first 
Thursday of August, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-seven, and shall continue on that and the succeed* 
ing day : and forever after, elections shall be held once 
in two years, commencing on the first Thursday ia 
August, and terminating the succeeding day. 

VL The first session of the General Assembly 
shall commence on the last Monday of March next. 
The second on the third Monday of September, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven. And forever 
after, the General Assembly shaJl meet on the third 
Monday of September next ensuing the then election, 
and at no other period, unless as provided for by this 
Constitution. 

VII. TTiat no person shall be eligible to a seat in the 
General Assembly, unless he shall have resided three 
three years in the State, and one year in the county im- 
mediately preceding the election,and shall possess in his 
own right in the county which he represents, not less 
than two hundred acres of land, and shall have attained 
to the age of twenty-one years. 

yill. The Senate and House of Representatives, ^ 
when assembled, shall each choose a Speaker and its 
other officers, be judges of the qualifications and elec- 
tions of its Members, and sit upon its own adjournments 
T?om day to day. Two-thirds of each House shall con^ 

stitute 
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stitute a qiioram to do business ; but a smaller number 
may adjoura from day to day, and may be authorized, 
by kw, to compel the attendance of absent members. 

IX. Each House may determine the rules of its pro- 
ceedings, punish its Members for disorderly behaviour, 
and, with'tbe concurrence of two-thirds, expel a Mem- 
ber, but not a second time for the same offence, and 
shaii have €ill other powers necessary for the Legisla- 
ture of a free State. 

X. Senators and Representatives, shall in all cases, 
except treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be pri- 
vileged from arrest during the session of the General 
Assembly, and in going to and returning from the 
same ; and for any speech or debate in either House, 
they shall not be questioned in any other place. 

~ XI. Each House may punish, by imprisonment, 
during their session, any person, not a Member, who 
shall be guilty of disrespect to the House, by any dis- 
oixlerly or contemptuous behaviour in its presence. 

XII. AVhen vacancies happen in either House, the 
Governor, for the time being, shall issue writs of elec- 
tion to fill such vacancies. 

XIII. Neither House shall, during their session, ad-« 
joum w^ithout the consent of the other, for more than 
three days, nor to any other place than that in which 
the two Houses shall be sitting. 

XIV* Bills may originate in either House, but may 
be amended, altered, or rejected by the other. 

XV. Every bill shall be read three different times, on 
three difiei'ent days, in each House, and be signed by 
the respective Speakers before it become a law. 

XVI. After a bill has been rejected, no bill contain- 
ing the same substance, shall be passed into a law du- 
ring the same session. 

X VIL The style of the laws of this State, shall be, 
JBe it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ten - 
7ie9See* 

XVIII. Each House shall keep a journal of its pro- 
ceedings, .".nd publish them, except such parts as the 
welfare of tlie State may require to be kept secret. 
And the yeas and nays of the Members on any question, 

M shall 
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shall, at the request of aiiy two of them, be entered on 
the journals* 

XIX. The doors of each House, and committees of 
whole, shall be kept open, unless when the business 
shall be such as ought to be kept secret. 

XX. The Legislature of this State shall not allow 
the follo^ving officers of Government gi-eater annual 
salaries than as follows, until the year one thousand 
eight hundred and four, to nait. 

The Governor more than seven hundred and fifty 
dollars. 

The Judges of the Superior Courts^ not more than 
six hundred dollars each. 

The'*Secretary not more than four hundried dollars. 

The Treasurer or Treasurers, not more th'an/bur/icr 
cefkt, for receiving and paying out ail monies. 

, The Attorney or Attomies for the Htate shall receive 
a compensation for their services, not exceeding fifty 
dollars for each ^Superior Court which he shall attend. 

No member of Uie Legislature shall receive more 
than one dollar and seventy-five- cents per day, nor 
more for eveiy twenty-five miles he shall travel in going 
to and returning from the General Assembly. 

XXL No money shall be drawn from the treasury, 
but in consequence of appropriations made by law. 

XXII.' No'person who heretofore hath been, or here- 
after may be a collector or holder of public monies, 
shall have a seat in either House of the General Assem- 
bly, until such person shall have accounted for, and paid 
into the treasury, all sums for which he may be ac- 
countable or liable. 

5f Xni. No Judge of any Court of law or equity, Se- 
cretary of State, Attorney General, Register, Clerk of 
any Court of Rccoi*d, or person holding any office im- 
der the authority of the United States, shall have a 
seat in the General Assembly ; nor shall any person, in 
this State, hold more than . one lucrative office at one 
and the same time ; provided, that no appointment in 
the militia, or to the office of Justice of the P.eace, shall 
be considered as a lucrative office. 

^XIV. No Member of the General Assembly shall 

be 
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e eligible to any office or place of trusty except to the 
Nfice of a Justice of the Peace, or trustee of any liter- 
ary institution, where the power of appointment to such 
ol^ce or place of trust, is vested in their own body- 

XXV, Any Member of either House of the. Gene- 
ral Assembly, shall have liberty to dissent . from, and 
protest against, any set or resolve which be may think 
injurious to the public or any individual, and have the 
reasons of his dissent entered on the journaliu 

XXVI. All lands liable to taxation, in this State, held 
by deed, grant or entry, shall be taxed equal and uni* 
form, in such manner, that no one hundred acres shall 
be taxed higher than another, except town lots, which 
shall not be taxed higher than two hundred acres of 
land each : no freeman, shall be taxed higher than one 
hundred acres, and no slave higher than two hundred 
acres on each poll, 

XXV^il. No aiticle manufactured of the produce of 
this State, shall be taxed otherwise than to pay inspec- 
tion fees* 

ARTICLE 11. 

I. The Supreme Executive Power of this State, shall 
be vested in a Governor. 

II. The Governor shall be chosen by the electors, of 
the Members of the GeneralAssembly, at the times and 
places where they shall respectively vote for the mem- 
bers thereof. The returns of every election for Gover- 
nor shall be sealed up, and transmitted to the seat of 
government, by the returning oificers, directed to the 
Speaker of the Senate, who shall open and publish 
them in presence of a majority of tlie Members of each 
House of the General Assembly. The person having 
the highest number of votes, shall be Governor ; but if 
two or more shall be equal, and highest in votes, one 
of them shall be chosen Governor by joint ballbt of both 
Houses of the General Assembly* Contested elections 
for Governor, shall be determined by botli Houses of 
the General Assembly) in such manner as shall be 
prescribed by law. 

HL He shall beat least twenty-five years of age, 
and possess a freehold estate of live hundred acres of 

. land 
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land, ar^ have 4>ccn a -citizen or inhabitant of this State 
f©ur years next before his election, unless he shall have 
been absent on.the^public business of the United-States, 
or of thiSiState* 

IV. The. first Governor shall hdd his office until the 
fourth Tuesday of September, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-seven, and until another Governor 
shall be elected and qualified to o$ce ; . and forever after, 
the Governor shall hold his office for the terai of two 
years, and until another Govenior shall be eiectedand 
qualified ; but shall not be eligible more than six years 
in any term of eight. 

V. He shall Ue Commander in Chief of the army 
and navy of this State, and of the militia, except when 
they shall be called into the service of the United" 
States. ' 

VI. He shall have power to grant reprieves and par- 
dons, after conviction,. except in casesof impeachinent. 

VII. He shall, at stated times, receive a compensa- 
tation for his services, which shall not beencreased or 
diminished during the period for which he shall have 
been elected. 

VIII. He may require information in writing, from 
the officers in the executive department, upon any sub- 
ject relating to the duties of their respective offices. 

- IX. He may, on extraordinaiy occasions, convene 
the General Assembly by proclamation, and shall state 
to them,' when assembled, the purpose for which they 
shall have been convened. 

X. He shall take cai^ that the laws shall be faithfully 
executed. 

XI. He shall, from time to time, give to the Gene- 
r,al Assembly information of the state of the govern- 
inent, and recommend to their consideration such 
tneasures as he shall judge expedient. 

XII. In case of his death, or resignation, or removal 
from office, the Speaker of the Senate shali exercise 
the office of Governor until another Governor shsUl be 
duly qualified. 

XIII. No Member of Congress, or person holding 
any office under the United States, or this State, shall 
^.xecute the office of Governor, When 
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XIV. When any officer, the right of whose ap- 
poiBtm«nt is by this Constitution vested in the General 
Assembly, shall, during the recess, die, or his oihce 
by other means become' vacant, the Governor shall 
have power to fill up such vacancy by granting a tem- 
porary commission, which shall expire at the end of the 
next session of the Legislature. 

XV. There shall be a seal of this State, which ihall 
be kept by the Govamor, and used by him ofliciaUyy 
and shall be called the great seal of the State of Ten- 
nessee. 

XVI. All grants and commissions shall be in the 
name and by the authority of theState of Tennessee, be 
sealed with the state seal, and signed by the Governor. 

XVII. A Secretary of this State shall be appointed 
and commissioned during the term of four years. He 
shall keep a fair register of all the official acts and pro- 
ceedings of the Governor ; and shall, when required, 
lay the same, and all papers, minutes, and vouchers re- 
lative thereto, before the General Assembly, and shall 
perfbi^m^ such other duties as shall be enjoined him by 
la.w 

ARTICLE III. 

I. Every freeman of the age of twenty-one years and 
upwards, possessing a freehold in the county whereia 
he may vote, and being an inhabitant of this State, and 
every freeman, being an inhabitant of anyone county 
in the State, six months immediately preceding the day 
of election, shall be entitled to votfe for Members of the 
General Assembly, for the county in which he shall re- 
side. 

II. Electors shall, in all cases^ except treason, felo- 
ny, or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest 
during their attendance at elections, and in going to 
and returning from them. 

III. All elections shall be by ballot. 

ARTICLE IV. 

I. The House of Representatives shall have the sole 
power of impeachment. 

II. All impeachments shall be tried by the Senate. 
When sitting for that purpose, the Senators shall be 
upon oatli or affirmation* No 
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III. No person shall be convicted, witliont the con- 
currence of two thirds of the Members of the whole 
House. 

IV, The Governor, and all civH ' officers under this 
State, shall be liable to impeachment for any misdemean* 
or in office ; but judgment, in such cases, shall not ex- 
tend further, than to removal from office, and disqua^ 
lificatton to hold any office of honour, trust, or profit, 
under this State. The -party shall, nevertheless, in a A 
cases, be liable to indictment, trial, judgment, and 
punishment, according to law 

ARTICLE Vk 

I. The judicial power of this State shall be vested 
in such superior and inferior Courts of law and equity, 
as the Legislature shall, from time to time, direct und 
establish. 

II. The General Assembly shall by joint ballot of 
both Housfes, appoint Judg?s of the several Courts of 
law and equity, also an Attorney or Attomies for the 
State, who shall hold their respective offices during good 
behaviour. 

III. The Judges of the Superior Court, shall, at stat^ 
ed times, receive a compensation for their services, to 
^e asceitained by law ; but shall not be allowed any 
fees, or pei*quisites of office, nor shall they hold any 
other office of trust or profit under this State, or the 
United State?. ^ 

IV. The Jirdges of the Superior Courts, shall be 
Justices of Oyer and' Terminer and General Gaol De* 
livery thixjughout the StAte. 

Vi The Judges of the Superior and Inferior Courts 
.shall not charge Juries witli respect to matters of fact, 
but may state the testimony and declare the law, 

VI. The Judges of the Superior Courts shall have 
power, in all civil cases, to issue writs of certiorari^ to 
remove any cause or a transcript tliercof, from any Infe- 
rior Coiirt of Record into the Superior, on sufficient 
cause supported by oath or affirmation. 

VII. The Judges or Justices of the Inferior Courts 
-^f law shall have power, in all civil cases, to issue writs 

rerticrari^ to remove any cause, or a transcript tiiere- 

of 
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o€, from any inferior jurisdiction into their court, on 
i»uificient cause, supported by oath or affirmation. 

VIII. No Judge shall sit on the trial of any cause 
where the parties shall be connected with him, by aifini- 
Ijr or consanguinity, except by consent of both parties. 
la case all tlie Judges of the Superior Court shall be 
interested in the event of any cause, or related to all 
or either of the parties, the Governor of the State shall 
in such case, specially commission three men, of law 
knoMEledg^, for the determination thereof. 

IX. All writs and other process, shall run. In the name 
of^ the State of Tennessee ; and bear test, and be signed 
by the respective clerks. Indictments shall conclude, 
Against the peace and dignity of' the State. 

X. Each Court shall appoint its own clerk, who may 
hold his ofRce during good behaviour. 

XI. No fine shall be laid on any citizen of this State, 
that shall exceed lif):y dollars, unless it shall be assesed 
by a jury of his peers, who shall assess the fine at the 
time they find the fact, if they think the fine ought to 
be more than fifty dollars. 

XII. There shall be Justices of the Peace appointed 
for each county, not exeeeding two for each ct*ptain'a 
company, except for the company which includes the 
county town, which shall not exceed three, who shall 
hold their olfices 4uring good behaviour; 

ARTICLE yi. 

I. There shall be appointed in each county, by the 
Coimty Court, one Sherifi*, one Coroner, one Trustee, 
'and a suBicient numbej* of Constables, who shall hold 
their offices for two years. They shall also have pow- 

^er^to appoint one Register and Ranger for the county, 
who sh^ll hold their olfices during good behaviour.—. 
The Sh€l*iff and Coroner shall be commissioned by the 
Governor. 

II. There shall be a Treasurer orTreasurers appoint* 
ed for the State, who shall hold his or their offices for 
two years. 

III. The appointment of all officers, not otherwise 
directed by this Constitution? ^hail be vested in the Le- 
gislature. . 

ART' 
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ARTICLE VII. 

I. Captains^ subalterns, and non-commbsioaed offi- 
cers? shall be elected by those citizens^ in their respec- 
tive districts, who are subject to military duty* ' 

II. AH field officers of the militia shaU be elected by 
those citizens in their respective counties who are sub ' 
ject to military duty. 

III. Brigadiers General shall be elected by the Bdd 
ofHcers of their respective biigades. 

IV. Majors General sliail be elected by the brigpadiers 
and field officers of their respective divisions* 

V. The Govei'nor shall appoint the Adjutant Gene- 
ral 5 the Majors General shall appoint their aids ; the 
Brigadiers General shall appoint their Brigade Majors, 
and the commanding officers of regiments, their Adju- 
tants and Quarter Masters. 

VI. The Captains and the subalterns of the cavalry 
shall be appointed by the troops enrolled in their re- 
spective companies, and the field officera of the dis- 
tricts shall be appointed by the said captains aiid siib- 
altems,provided that whenever any new county is laid of!*, 
that the field ofHcers of the said cavalry shall appoint 
the captain,&c. thereiny/iro ^eTw/iore', until the company is 
filled up and completed, at which time the election 
of tlie captains and subalterns shall take place as afore- 
said. 

VII. The Legislature shall pass laws, exempting 
citizens, belonging to any sect or denomination of reli- 
gion, the tenets of which we known to be opposed to 
the bearing of arms, from attending private and gen- 
eral musters. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

I. Whereas the ministers of the Gospel are, by their 
professions, dedicated to God and the care of ^uls, and 
ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their 
functions : therefore no minister of the gospel, or priest 
of any denomination whatever, shall be eligible to a seat 
in either House of the Legislature. 

II. No person who denies the being qf a God or a fit" 
/ure state of rewarcU and fiunishments^ shall hold any of* 
f\ce in the civil department of this State. 

ART- 
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ARTICLE IX, 

I. That every person who shall be chos^tt or appoint- 
ed to any office of trust or profit, shall? before etitering 
on the execution thereof, take an oath to support the 
Constitution of this State, and also an oath of ofBce. 

II. That each member of the Senate and House 
of Representatrves, shall, before they proceed to bu- 
siness," take an oath, or affirmation, to support thfe 
Constitutioti of this State, and also the following oath: 
— I, jf.B^ do solemnly swear (or aflBrm) that, as a mem- 
ber" of this General Assembly, I will in all appoint- 
ments, vote without favour, affection, partiality, or pre- 
judice, and that I will not propose or assent to any bill, 
vote or resolution, which shall appeal to me injurious to 
the people, or consent to any act or thing whatever, 
that shall have a tendency to lesson or abridge their 
rights and privileges, as declared by the Constitution 
of this State. 

Ill, Any elector who shall receive any gift or re- 
ward for his vot6, in iiieat^ drinky 7noneyy or otherwise, 
shall suffer such punishment as the laws shall direct. — •> 
And any person who shall directly or indirectly give, 
promise or bestow any such reward to be elected, shall 
thereby be rendered incapable, for two years, to serve 
in the office for which he was elected, and ht subject 
to such further punishment as the Legislature s-hall di- 
rect. 

IV. No new county shall be established by the Gen- 
eral Assembly, Avhich shall reduce the county or coun- 
ties, or either of them, from which it shall be t^en, 
to a less content than six hundred and tweiity-five 
square miles. Nor shall any new county be laid ofi', 
of less contents. ^ All new counties, as to the right of 
suffrage and representation, shall be considered as a 
part of the county or cQunties from which it was taken, 
until entitled by numbers to the right of representation. 
No bill shall be passed into a law, for the establish- 
ment of a new county, except upon a petition to the 
GenemJ Assembly for that purpose, , signed by two 
hundred of the free male inhabitants within the li- 
mits or bounds of such new county prayed to be laid 
off. M^ ART- 
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ARTICLE X. 
I- Knoxville shaD be the seat of Government, until 
tiie year 1802. 

II. All laws and ordinances now in force dnd use 
in this territory, not consistent with this Con&titution, 
shall continue to be in foix^e and use in this State, un- 
til they shall expire, be altered, or repealed by the Le- 
gislature. 

III. That whenever two thirds of the General As- 
sembly shall think it necessary to amend or chang;e 
this Constitution, they shall recommend to the electors, 
at the next election for Members to the Genei^al Assem- 
bly, to vote for or against a convention j and if it shall 
appear that a majority of all the citizens of tlie State^ 
voting for Representatives, have voted for a Convene- 
tion, in that case, the General Assembly shall, at their 
next session, call a Convention, to consist of as many 
Members as there be in the General Assembly, to be 
chosen in the same manner,, at the same place, and by 
the same electors that chuse the General Assembly, 
who shall meet within three months after the said elec- 
tion, fori' the purpose of revising, amending, or chang- 
ing the Constitution. 

IV The Declaration of Rights hereto annexed, is 
declared to be a part of the Constitution of this State, 
and shall never be violated on any pretence whatever. — 
And to guard against transgressions of the high pow- 
ers which we have delegated, We declare, that every 
thing in the bill of rights contained, and every other 
right not hereby delegated, is excepted out of the gen- 
eral powers of Government, and shall forever remain 
inviolate* 



ARTICLE XL 

DECLAKATIOK OF RIGHTS. 
I. That all powier is inherent in the People, and all 
free Governments are founded on their authority, and 
instituted for their peace, safety, and happiness : for the 
advancement <rf those ends, they have at^all tiroes an 
unalienable^and indefeasible right to alter, reform, or a- 

bolish 
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bolish the GoYcrntinent in such Qianner as they may think 
proper. , 

II. That Government being instituted for the 
common benefit, the doctrine of non-resistance against 
arbitrary power and oppression} is absurd, slavish, and 
destructive to the go6d and happiness of mankind. 

III. That all men have a natural and indefeasible 
right to worship Almighty God according to the dic- 
tates of their own consciences ; that no man can of right 
be compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of 
worship, or to maintain any ministry against his con- 
sent ; that no human authority can in any case whatever 
controul or interfere with the rights of Conscience ; and 
that no preference shall ever be given by law to any re- 
ligious establishments or modes of worship. 

IV. That no rtjligious test shall ever be required «s 
a qualification to any office or public trust under this 
State. 

V. That elections shall be free and equal., 

VI. That the right of trial by jury shall remain in- 
violate. 

VII. That the people shall be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and possessions, from unreasonable 
searches, and seizures; and that general warrants, 
-whereby an officer may be commanded to searcli sus- 
pected places, without evidence of the fact committed^ 
or to seize any person or persons not named, whose of- 
fences arc not particularly described and supported by 
evidence, are dangerous to Liberty, and ought not to be 
granted. 

vni. That no freeman shall be taken, or imprisoned, 
or disseized of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or 
outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner destroyed, or de- 
prived of Ills life, liberty, or property, Isut by the judg- 
ment oif his peers, or the law of the land. 

IX. That in all criminal prosecutions, the accused 
hatli aright to be heard by himself and his counsel, to 
demand the nature and cause of the accusation against 
him, and to haye acc^y thereof; to meet the witnesses 
face to face ; to have compulsory process for obtaining 
vitnessee in his favour ; and in prosecutions by indict- 

UienC 
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i»eiit, or presentmest, n speedy public trfal, by ati im- 
partial jury of the county or district in wliich the critne 
shall have been committed ; and shall not be compelled 
to give evidence agttinst himself. 

X* That no person shall^ for the satne olfeiice, be 
twice put in jeopardy of life or limb. 

XL That laws made for the pumshment of fectaeom- 
mitted previous to the existence of such laws, and by 
them only declared criminal, - are contrary to Ihe prin- 
ciples of a free governtnent % wherefore, no e^ ftoatjacto 
law shall be made. " ^ ' 

XIL That do convietion 'shall -work corruption of 
blood or forfeiture of .c8tate.-*-The estate of sudiper* 
sons as shaU destroy theit* oWnK'vc^^ shall desc^n^ Or 
vest as incase of naturcddea*^.— If any person be killed 
by casualty, thei^ shall be no fbifeVtare in consequence 
thereof. 

XIII. That no person arrested, or confined in gaol, 
shall be treated with unnecessary rigour. ' 

XIV. That no freeriia^* shallbe put to 'answer any 
criminal charge, but by presentment, indictment, or 
irapeaehmcnt. • 

XV. That all jM^soners shftH be biailable by sufficient 
sureties, unless for capital offences, when the proof is 
evident, or the presum'ption grfeat. Artd the privilege 
of the writ of habeas carpud shall not be suspended, un- 
less when in case of i*ebeUion or invasion the public 
safety may require it. 

XVI. That excessive bail shall not l>e requii^ed, nor 
excessive fines imposed^ nor cruel and unusual punish- 
metits infircted. 

XVII. That all Courts slmtt be open ; and every man 
for an injury done him in his lands, gocids, person, or 
reputation, shall have remedy by due course of law, and 
right and justice administered without sale, denial, or 
delay. Suits may be brought against the State in such 
manner, and in ^uch courts , as the Legislature may by 
law direct, provided the right of bringing suit be limi- 
ted to the citizens of this State. 

XVIIf. That the person of a debtor, whefre there \% 

not strong presumption of fraud, sbaU not be continued 

n prison, aTi^r delivering up his esute for the benefit 

of 
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of liis creditor or creditors, in such manner as shall be 
prescribed bjr law. 

XIX» That the printing presses shall be free to every 
person who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the 
Legislature, or of any branch or officer of government ; 
and no law shall ever be made to restrain the right 
thereof- The free communication of thoughts and opi- 
nions, is one of the invaluable rights of man ; and every 
fi*ee citizen may freely speak, write, and print on any 
subject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty^ 
But in prosecutions for the publication of papers inves- 
tigating the official conduct of otncers or men in public 
capacity, the truth thereof may be given in evidence ; 
and in all indictments for libels, the jury shall have a 
rig'ht to determine the law and the facts, under tlie di- 
I'ection of the court as in other cases. 

XX. That no retrospective law, or law impairing the 
obligation of contracts, shall be made. 

XXI. That no man's particular services shall be de- 
manded, or property taken, or applied to public use, 
without the consent of his representatives, or without 
just compensation being made therefor. 

XXII. That the citizens have a right, in a peaceable 
manner, to assera,ble together for their common good, 
to instruct their representatives, and to apply to those in- 
vested witii the powers of government for redi^ss of 
grievances or other proper purposes, by address or re- 
monstrance. 

XXIII. That perpetuities and monopolies are con-» 
trary to the genius of a free State, and shall not to be 
allowed. ' 

XXIV. That the sure and certain defence of a free 
people is a well regulated Militia: and as standing ar- 
mies, in time of peace, are dangeroiis to Freedom, 
they ought to be avoided, as far as the circumstances 
and safety of the community will admit ; and that in all 
caises the military shall be kept in strict subordination 
to the civil authoi'ity. 

XXV. That no citi:2en in this State, except such as 
are employed in the army of the United States^ or 
militia in actual service, shall be subjected to coi'po- 
real punishment under the martial law. 

That 
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XXVI. That the freemen of this State have a right 
to keep and to bear arms for their common defence* 

XXVII. That no soldier shall, in time of jpeace, be 
quartered in any house without consent of the owner, 
nor in time of war, but in a manner prescribed by 
law. 

XXVIII. That no citizen of this State shall be com- 
pelled to bear arms, provided he will pay an equiva- 
lent t;o be asceitained by law. 

XXIX. That an equal participation of the free navi- 
gation of the Mississippi, is one of the inherent rig^hts 
of the citizens of this State : it cannot, therefore, be 
conceded to any prince, potentate, power, person or 
persons whatever. 

XXX. That no hereditary emoluments, privileges, 
or honours shall ever be granted or conferred in this 
State. 

XXXI. That the people residing south of French 
Broad and Holston, between the rivers Tennessee, and 
the Big Pigeon, are entitled to the right of pix^emptiou 
and occupancy in that tract. 

XXXII. That the limits and boundaries of this 
State be ascertained, it is declared they are as follows : 
«— Beginning on the extreme height of the Stone Moun- 
tain, at the place where the line of Virginia intersects 
it, in latitude thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes 
north — running thence along the extreme height of the 
said mountadn, to the place where Watauga River 
breaks through it ; thence a direct course to the top of 
the Yellow Mountain, where Bright*s road crosses the 
same ; thence along the ridge of said mountain,between 
the waters of DoeRiver and those of Rock Creek, to the 
place where the road crosses the Iron Mountain j from 
thence along the extreme height of said mountain to 
the place where Nolkhucky River runs through the 
same ; thence to the top of the Bald Mountain ; thence 
along the extreme height of said mountain to the Paint- 
ed Rock, on French Broad River ; thence along the 
highest ridge of said mountain, to the place where it is 
called the great Iron or Smoky Mountain ; thence a- 
long the extreme height of said mountain to tlie place 

, where 
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■wliere it is calicd Unicoi or Unaka Mountain, between 
the Indian towns of Cowee and OldChota ; thence along 
the main ridge of the said mountain to the southern 
boundary of this State, as described in the act of ccssiou 
of North-Carolina to the United States of America 5 
and that all the territory, lands and waters lying west of 
the said line, as before mentioned, and contained within 
the chartered limits of the State of North-Carolina, are 
^v^ithin the boundaries and limits of this State, over 
Avhich the people have the right of exeicising sovereign- 
ty and right of soil, so far as is consistent with the Con- 
stitution of the United States, I'ecognizing the articles 
of confederation, the bill of rights, and Constitution of 
l^orth-Carolina, the cession act of the said State, an% 
the ordinance of the late Congress, for the Govern- 
or the Territory North West of the Ohio ; provided no* 
thing herein contained shall extend to affect the claim or 
claims of individuals, to any part of the soil which is 
recognized to them by the aforesaid cession act, 

SCHEDULE. 
!• That no inconvenience may arise from a change of 
the temporary to a permament state of government, it^ 
is declared that all rights, actions, prosecutions, claims, 
and contracts, as well of individuals as of bodies cor- 
porate, shall continue, as if no change had taken place 
withe administration of government. 

II- All fines, penalties, and forfeitures, due and owin^ 
to the territory of the United States of America south 
of the river Ohio, shall enure to the use of the State. 
All bonds for performance, executed to the Governor of 
the s^d territory, shall be and pass over to the Gover- 
nor of this State, and his suce&sors in *office, for the; 
use of the State, or by him or them respectively to be 
assigned over to the use of those concerned, as the case 
may be. 

III. The Governor, Secretary, Judges and Brigadiers 
General have a right, by virtue of their appointmeuts, 
under the authority of the United States, to continue 
in the exercise of the duties of their respective olEces, 
in their several departments, until the said officer s are 
superseded under the authoritv of this Constitution* 

All 
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ARTICLE II. 

Concermng the legislative Departments 

Sect. 1, The legislative power of this Cohithoii' 
wealth shall be vested in two distinct branches ; the one 
to be stiled the House of Representatives^ the other the 
Senate, and botli together, the General Assembly of 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

Sect. 2. The Members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall continue in service for the term of one 
year from the day of the commencement of the gene- 
ral election, and no longer. 

Sect. 3. Representatives shall be chosen on the first 
Monday in the month of August in every year ; but 
the presiding officers of the several elections shall con- 
tinue the same for three days, at the request of any one 
of the candidates. 

Sect. 4. No person shall be a Representative, who 
at the time of his election is not a citizen of the United 
States, and hath not attained to the age of twenty-four 
years, and resided in this State two years next preced- 
ing his election, and the last year thereof iu the county 
or town for which he may be chosen. 

Sect* 5. Elections for Representatives for the sevc- 
verul counties entitled to representation, shall be held at 
the places of holding their respective Courts, or in the 
several election precincts into which the Legislature 
may think proper, from time to time, to divide any or 
all those counties: — Provided, that when it shall ap- 
jSear to the Legislature that any town hath a number of 
qualified voters equal tq ratio then Exed, such town shali 
be invested with the privilege of a separate representa- 
tion, wliich shall be retained so long as such town shall 
contain a number of qualified voters equal to the ratio 
which tnay from time to time be fixed by law j and 
thereafter elections, for the county in which such town 
is situated, shall not1>e held therein. 

Srct. 6. Representation shall be equal and uniform 
in tliis Commonwealth ; and shall be forever regulated 
and ascertained by tlie number of qualified electors 
therein. In the year eighteen hundred and three, and 
every fourtli year thereafter, an enumeration of all the 
'^ free 
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free male inhabitants of the State, above 21 years 
of SLgey shall be made in such manner as shall be direct- 
ed by law. The number of Representative* shall, in 
the several years of making these enumerations, be so 
fixed as not to be less than fifty eight, nor more than 
one hundred, and they shall be apportioned for the 
four years next following, as near as may be, among 
the several counties and towns, in proportion to the 
number of qualified electors : but, when a county may 
not have a sufficient number of qualified electors to en- 
title it to one Representative, and when the adjacent 
county or counties may not have a residuum or resi- 
duums, which when added to the small county would en- 
title it to a separate representation it shall then be in 
the power of the Legislature to join two or more to- 
gether, for the purpose of sending a Representative. — 
Provided, that when there are two or more counties ad- 
joining, which have residuums over and above the ra- 
tio then fixed by law, if said residuums when added 
together will amount to such ratio, in that case one Re- 
4>reseatative $hall be added to tliat county having the 
largest residuum. 

Sect. 7. The House of Representativea shall choose 
its Speaker and other officers. 

Sect. 8. In all elections for Representatives, eveiy 
free male citizen (negroes, mulattoes and Indians ex- 
cepted) who at the time being hath attained to tlie age 
of twenty-one jrears, and resided in the State two years, 
or the county or t©wn in which he ofi'ei*s to vote one 
year next preceding his election, shall enjoy the right 
of an elector ; but no person shall be entitled to vote, 
except in the county or town in which he may actually 
reside at the time of the election, except as is herein 
pthenvise provided. Electors shall in all cases, except 
treason, felony, breach or surety of the peace, be pri- 
vileged from arrest during their attendance at, going to, 
and returning from elections. 

Sect. 9. The Members of the Senate shall be cho- 
sen for the term of four years ; and when assembled 
shall have power to choose its officers annually. 

At 
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Sect. 10. At the first session of the General Assem- 
bly after this Const] tututiwi takes eftect, the Senators 
shall be divided by lot,' as equally as may be, into four 
classes :— The seats of the Senators of the first class, 
shall be vacated at the expiration of the first year ; of 
the second class at the expiration of tlie second year; 
of tiie 3d cliass at the expiration of the 3d year ; and of 
the fourth class at the expiration of the fourth year ; 
so that one-fourth shall be chosen every year, and a ro- 
tation thereby kept up perpetually. 

Sect. 11. The Senate shall consist of tvtrenty-four 
Member* at least, and for every three Members above 
fifty-eight, which shall be added to the House of Re- 
presentatives, one Member shall be added to the Sen- 
ate. 

Sect. i2. The same number of senatorial districts 
shall, from time to time, be etablished by the Legisla- 
ture, as there may be Senators allotted to the State ; 
>vhich shall be so formed, as to contain, as near as may 
be, an equal number of free male inhabitants in each, 
above the age of twenty -one years, and so that no coun- 
ty shall be divided, or form more than one district j and 
where two or more counties compose a district, they 
shall be adjoining. 

Sect. 13. ^yhen an additional Senator may be add- 
ed to the Senate, he shall be annexed by lot to one of 
the four classes, so as to keep them as nearly equal in 
number as possible. 

Sect 14. One Senator for each district shall be elect- 
«d by those qualified to vote for Representatives there- 
in, who shall give their votes at the several places in 
the counties or towns where elections are by law directed 
to be held. 

Sect. i5. No person shall be a Senator, who, at the 
time of his election, is not a citizen of the United States, 
and who hath not attained to the age of thirty five-years, 
and resided in this State six years next preceding his e- 
lection, and the last year thereof in the district from 
which he may be chosen. 

Sect. i6. The first election for Senators shall be 
general throughout the State, and at the same time that 

the 



KENTUCKY. a6$ 

Ke general election for Representatives is held ; and 
he renter, there shall} in like manner, be an annual e- 
ectionfor Senators to fill the places of those WHose time 
►f service may have expired. 

Sect. 17. TheGeneral Assembly shall convene on tire 
irst Monday in -the month of November in every year, 
unless a difierent day be appointed by law ; and their 
sessions shall be held at the seat of government.* 

Sect. i8. Not less than a majority of tlie Members 
of each House of the General Assembly shall constitute 
a c^uorum to do business ; but a smaller number may 
adjourn from day to day, and shall be authorized by law 
to compel the attendance of absent members, in such 
manner, and under such penalties as may be prescribed 
thereby. 

Sect. 19. E^ch House of the ' General Assembly 
shall judge of the qualifications, elections, and retumf 
of its Members ; but a contested election shall be deter- 
mined in such manner as shall be directed by law. 

Sect. 20. Each House of the General Aseembly 
may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish a 
iVlember for disorderly behaviour ; and, with the con- 
currence of two-thirds, expel a Member, but not a se- 
cond time for the same cause. 

Sect. 2i. Each House of the General Assembly 
shall keep and publish, weekly, a journal of its pro- 
ceedings ; ai>d the yeas and nays of the Members on 
any question, shall, at the desire of any two of them, 
be entered on their journal. 

Sect. 22. Neither House, during the session of the 
Cieneral Assembly, shall, without the content of the o- 
ther, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other 
place than that in which they may be sitting. 

Sect. 23. The Members of the General Assembly 
i shall severally receive from the public treasury, a com- 
\ pensation for their services which shall be one dollar and 
a half a day, during their attendance on, going to, and 
returning from the sessions of their respective Houses : 
Pi-ovided, that the same may be increased or diminish- 
ed by law ; but no alteration shall take effect during the 
session at which such alteration shall be made. 

The 
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Sect. 24. The Members of the General Assembly 
shalU in all cases, except treason, felony, breach or sure- 
ty of the peace, be privileged from arrest, during their 
attendance at the sessions of their respective Houses, 
and in going to, and returning from the same ; and for 
any speech ot debate, in either House, they shall not 
he questioned in any other place. 

Sect. 25. No Senator or Representative shall, during 
the term for which he was elected, nor for one year 
thereafter, be appointed or elected to any civil office of 
profit under thi» Commonwealth, which shall have been 
created, or the emoluments of which shall have been 
increased, during the time such Senator or Represen- 
tative was in office, except to such offices or appoint- 
ments, as maybe made or filled by tlie elections of 
the people. 

Sect. 26. No person, while he continues to exercise 
the functions of a clergyman, priest, or teacher of any 
religious pursuasion, society, or sect, nor whilst he 
holdf or exercises any office of profit under this Com- 
monwealth, shall be eligible to the General Assembly, 
except attornies at law, Justices of the Peace, and 
militia officers ; Provided, that justices of the Courts 
of quarter sessions shall be ineligible, so long as any 
compensation may be allowed them for their services : 
Provided also, that attornies for the Commonwealth, 
who receive a fixed annual salary from the public trea- 
suty, shall be ineligible. 

Sect. 27. No person, who at any time nmay have 
been a collector of taxes for theState, or the assistant oi ' 
deputy of such collector, shall be eligible to the Gene- 
ral Assenibly, until he shall have obtained a quietus for 
the amount of such collection, and for the public mo- , 
nies for which he may be responsible. 

Sect. 28. No bill shall have the force of a law, un- 
til on three several days it be read over, in each House 
of the General Assembly, and free discussion allowed 
thereon ; unless, in cases of urgency, four fifths of the 
House, where the bill shall be depending, may deem it 
expedient to dispense with this rule. 

All 
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Sect. 29. All bills for raising revenue, shall origin- 
«it:e in the House of Representatives ; but the Senate 
ssraay propose amendments, as in other bills : Provided 
tJ^iat tbey shall not introduce any new matter, under the 
oolour of an amendment) which does not relate to rais< 
ixig a revenue. 

i>ECT. 30. The General Assembly shall regulate, by- 
law, by whom, and in what manner, writs of election 
shall be issued to fill the vacancies which may happen 
ill either branch thereof. 

ARTICLE UI. 
Concerning the Eocecutive Defiartmentm 
Sect. 1. The supreme executive power of the Com- 
monwealth shall be vested in a Chief Magistrate, who 
shall be styled the Governor of the Commonwcaltli of 
.Kentucky. 

Sect. 2. The Governor shall be elected for the term 
of four years by the citizens entitled to sufll'rage, at the 
time and places where they shall respectively vote for Re- 
presentatives. The person having the highest niimber 
of votes shall be Governor ; but if two or more shall be 
equal and highest in votes, the election shall be deter- 
mined by lot, in such manner as the Legislature may 
direct. 

Sect. 3. The Governor shall be ineligible for the suc- 
ceeding seven years, after the expiration of the time 
for which he shall have been elected. 

Sect. 4. He shall be at least thirty-five years of age, 
and a citizen of the United States, and have been an in- 
habitant of this State at least six years next preceding 
his election. 

Sect. 5. He shall commence the execution of his 
office on the fourth Tuesday succeeding the day of the 
commencement of the general election on which he 
shall be chosen, and shall continue in the executioji 
thereof .until the end of four weeks next succeeding 
the election of his successor, and until his successor 
shall have taken the oaths or affirmations pre«critled by 
this Consiitutjop. 

Sect. 6. No member of Congress, or peraon hold- 
ing any office under tlie United States, nor minister of 

any 
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any religious society, shall be eligibie to the office of 
Governor. 

Sect. 7, The Governor shall, at stated times, receive 
for his services, a compensation, which shall neither be 
increased nor diminished, during the term for which lie 
shall have been elected. 

Sect. 8. He shall be Commander in Chief of the 
army and naVy of this Commonwealth, and of the mi- 
litia thereof, except when they shall be called into the 
service of the United States ; but he shall not com- 
mand personally in the field, unless he shall be advised 
so to do, by a resolution of the General Assembly. 

Sec t. 9. He shall nominate, and by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, appoint all officers, 
whose offices are established by this Constitution, or 
shall be established by law, and whose appointments 
are not herein otherwise provided for : Provided, that no 
person shall be so appointed to an office within any coun- 
ty, who shall not have been a citizen and inhabitant 
therein, one year next before his appointment, if the 
county shall have been so long erected, but if it shall 
not have been so long erected, then within the limits 
of the county or counties from which it shall have been 
taken : Provided also, that the County Courts shall be 
authorized by law to appoint inspectors, collectors and 
their deputies, surveyors of the high ways, constables, 
jailors, and such other inferior officers, whose jurisdic- 
tion may be confined within the limits of a county. 

Sect. 10; The Governor shall have power to fill up 
vacancies that may happen during the recess of the 
Senate, by granting commissions, which shall expire at 
the end of their next session. 

Sect. 11. He shall have power to remit fines and 
forfeitures, grant reprieves and pardons, except in ca- 
ses of impeachment. In cases of treason, he shall 
have power to grant reprieves until the end of the next 
session of the General Assembly, in which the power 
of pardoning shall be vested. 

Sect. 21^ He may require information in ^vriting 
from the officers in the executive department, upon any 
subject relating to the duties of their respective offices. 

He 
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Sect. iS. He shall from time to time giTe lo the 
Oencral Assembly^ information of the state of th^ 
Commonwealth, and recommend to their consideration 
such measures as he shall deem expedient* 

Sect. 'i4. He may, on extraordinaiy occasions, con* 
y&ke the General Assembly at the seat of government, 
or at a different place, if that should have become^ 
since their last adjournment^ dangerous from an ene^^ 
my, or from contagious disorders ; and in case of dis« 
agreement between the two Houses, with respect to 
the time of adjournment, adjourn them to such time 
a!i be shall think proper, not eitceeding four months* 

Sect. 15. He shall take care that the laws be faith- 
folly executed. 

Sect* i6. A Lieutenant Governor shall be chosen 
at every election for a Governor, in the same manner^ 
continue in oHice for the same time, and possess the 
same qualiBcationii ; in voting for Governor, and Lieu* 
tenant Governor, the electors shall distinguish whom 
they vote for asGovemor, and whom asLieut.Govemor* 

Sect. 17. He shall, by virtue of his office, be Speak* 
er of the Senate, have a right, when in committee of 
the whole, to debate and vote on all subjects ; and 
when the Senate are equally divided, to give the cast<* 
ing vote. 

Sect. 18.. In case of the impeachment of theGover-^ 
nor, his removal from office, death, refusal to qualify, 
resignation, or absence from the State, the Lieutenant 
Governor shall exercise all- the power and authority ap- 
pcrttiining to the office of Governor, until another be 
duly quail ued, or the Governor, absent or impeached^ 
shall return or be acquitted. 

Sect. 19» Whenever the government shall be ad* 
ministered by the Lieutenant Governor, or he shall be 
unable to attend as Spefiker of the Senate, the Senatorip 
shall elect one of their own members as Speaker, for 
^hat occasion. And if, during the vacancy of the of. 
iice of Governor, the Lieutenant Governor shall be im* 
peached, removed from dfixe, refuse to qualify, re-- 
sign, die, or be steent from the State, the Speaker 
of the Senate shally in like manner, administer the go- 
vernment. N 
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Sfxt. 20. The Lieutenant Governor, ivhile he acts 
l» Speaker to the Senate, shall receive ibr his services 
the same compensation, ivhich shall for the same pe- 
riod be allowed to the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and no more ; and during the time he ad- 
ministers the government as Governor, shall receive tbe 
same - compensation which the Governor would have 
received and beeoc entitled to, had he been en^ployed.m 
the duties of his office. 

Sect. 21* The Speaker pro tempffrc of the Senate^ 
daring the time he administers the government, shall 
i*eoeive in like manner the same compensation whic^ 
the. Governor would have received, had he been employ- 
ed in the duties of his office. 

• Sect. 22^ If the Lieutenant-Governor shall be call- 
ed upon to administer the. government, and shall, while 
in such administration, resign, die, or be absent from 
the State during. the recess of the General. Assembly, 
it shall be the duty of the Secretary, for the time be- 
ing, to convene the Senate for the purpose of choosing-' 
a Speaker. 

Sect. 23. An Attorney General, and such, otlier 
attomies for the Commonwealth a& maybe necessai^y, 
shall lie appointed, . whose duty shall be regulated by 
law. Attornles for the Commonwealth for the several 
counties shall be fi|^ointed by the respective Courts hav? 
ing jurisdiction therein. . 

Sect. 24. A SeGi*ctW7 shall be appoiiated and com- 
i^issioned during the term for which the Governor 
shall have been elected, if he shall so long behave him- 
self well. He shall keep a fair register, and. attest all 
the official acts and proceedings of. the Governor, and 
shall, when required, lay the same and ajl papers, min- 
utes, and vouchers relative thereto, before either House 
of the General Assembly, and shall perform such o- 
ther duties as may be enjoined him by law. -♦ 

Sect. 25. Every bill which shall have passed both 
Houses, shall be presented to the Governor ; if he ap- 
prove, he shall sign it, but, if not, he .shall return 
it with his objections tO: the House inwhich.it shall 
have originated, who shall enter the objections at large 

up- 
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iipon their journal, and proceed to reconsider it ; if, 
after such reconsicle ration, a majority of all the Mem- 
bers elected to that House> shall agree to pass the bill, 
it sliall be sent, with the objections, to the other House, 
by which it shall likewise be considered, and. if ap- 
proved by a majority, it shall be a law ; but in such 
cases the vote? of both Houses shall be determined by 
j'eas and nays, and the names of the persons voting 
for and against the bill, shall be entered on the jour- 
nal of each House respectively ; if any bill shall not be 
returned 'by the Goveinpr, within fen' days (Sundays 
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, it 
shall be. a law in like manner as if he bad signed it', 
unleas the peneral Assembly by their adjournment pre* 
vent its return ; in which case it shall be ^ law, unless 
sent back within three day? after their next meeting. 

Sect* 26. Every order, resolution, or vote, to which 
the concuvrcnce of both Houses may !>e necessary, except 
on a question of adjounimeut, shall be presented to the 
Governor, and before it shall take effect, be approved 
by him j or, being disapproved^ shall be repassed by a 
majority of. all tii<* J^Iembei's elected to both Houses, 
accorrling to the rules and limitations prescribed in case 
of a bill. 

Sect. 27. Contested elections for a Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor, shall be determined by a com- 
mittee to be selected from both Houses of the General 
As^sembly, and formed and regulatp^i in such manner 
a,s, shall be directed by law. 

S|tcT. 28. -!^'he Freemen of this Commonwealth (Ne- 
groes, Mulattoes, and Indians excepted) shall be armed 
a^nd disciplined 'fer its defence. Those ivho conscien- 
ously scruple j to bear, iarjns, shall not be compelled 
lod^so,. buti^all pay aia equivalent for personal service. 

. Hi^QT, 29, The commanding ofiicers of the respec- 
tive regiments shall a|>point tl^ regimental staiT; Bri- 
gadier Generals their Brigade Majors ; Major Genet ala 
theh' aids ; and captains, the non-commissioned ofiicers 
pffCOQipanies. 

r Srct. 30* A majority of tlie feld oft:cers and cap- 
taujs'in each, regiment, shall nominate thq commission- 
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cd ofl^cers iti each company, who (hall i>e cominiffionefil 
by the Govcruor : Provided that no nomination (halt be 
xnade, UDlei'^ two at leafl of the field officers are prefent ^ 
and when two or more perfons have an equaiV and the 
liTghcft number of votes, the field officer prefent, who 
may be higbeHin commidion, (ha 11 deride the nomination. 

Sect. 31. Sheriffs fhall be hereafter appointed ia 
the fallowing manDcr r-^Wben the time of a iherilf for 
siny county niay be about to expire, the county court 
for the fame (a majority of all itsjudices being prefent} 
/hall, in the months of September, 0«Sober, or'Novem- 
l^ernexc pr«€eding thereto, recomineud. to the Gover- 
nor two proper perfons to fill the office, who ar6 then 
jufliccs of the county court ; and who fliall in fttCh re« 
commendation pay a juft regard to fenioricy in office 
and a regular rotation. One of the perfons fo recom- 
mended fliall be commilEoned by theGovernor, -and (hall 
liold his office for two years, if he fo long behave well, 
and until a fucceflfor be duly qualified. If the count jr 
court fliall omit in the months aforefaid to make fuch 
recommendation, the Governor (hall then nominate^ 
and by and with the cbnfent of the Senate, appoint a 
-i»* t pc rfot) t o fil I fo ch of fi re . 

ARTICLE IV. 
Concemiftg the Judicial Department, 

Sec Tr ON I. The judicial power of this Common- 
wealth, both as to'matfers of law arid equity, fhall be 
vefted in one fuprcme court, which fhaU be ftyled the 
Court of Appeals, and- in fuch inferior conrts as the 
General Affembiy may from time to time «re<Sl and eAa« 
bhfli. 

Sect. 1. The court of appeaVs, except in cafes o« 
therwife directed by this Gonffitution, ihatl have appel- 
late jurifdidtioTJonly 5 which iha 11 be co-extenfive with 
the State, under fuch reltri^ioos, and regulations not 

repugnant to thisCoBditution^a^ ^^J from time to time 
be prefer ibed by law. 

Sect. 3. Thejiidgcs, botH of theSiipreme and Inferi- 
or Courts, (hall hold their offices during good behaviour^ 
but for any reafonable caafe which (hall m»t be fufficieot 
ground of impeachmeot, the Governor -fliaU remore 
any of them on iheaddrefs of two-thirds of each Honfe 

of 



KENTUCKT, 303 

of the General Aflembly: Provided however, tbac 
the caufe or eaufes lor which lac b removal maybe 
reqafred, (ball be llated at Ieog;th in fuch addreis, aod 
CM) the journal of each Houfe. They (hall at ilated 
times receive for their fervices, an adequate compenia- 
tion to be tixed by law. 

Sect. 4, Tiie Judged fhalU by virtue of their office, 
be coofervators of the peace throughout the State. The 
iliie of ail proceia ihaJl be The Commonwealth rf Km- 
tMcky. All proreentioDS fhatl be carried on in tiie name, 
and by the authority of the Commonwealth of KeOf 
tucky, and conclude Jgainjh the peace and dignity of th^ 
fa we* 

SzcTi 5* There (hall be edabliSied in each coonty, 
now or which may be hereafter ere&ed| within this 
Commonwealth, a County Ccurr. 

Sect. 6. A competent number of juftices of the 
Peace ftall appointed in each county ; they fhall be 
commiflioned during good behavioiir, but may be remo- 
lded on con virion of miibehaviour in office, or of any 
infamous crime, or on the addrefs of two thirds of each 
Houfeof AfTembly : Provided however, that the cauie 
or cauies for which fuch removal may be required. 
Ihall beitated at length in fuch addrefs and on the jour/* 
nat of each Houfe. 

' Sect. 7. The number of the juftices of the peace, 
to which the feveral counties in this CummonwealtU 
pow eflablifhcd, or which may hereafter be elhablifhed, 
ought to be entitled, ihall fnim time to time be regu. 
lated by law. 

Sect. 8. When a furveyor, coroner, or a)D(!iccof 
the peace,' fliall bo needed in any county, the County 
Court for the fame, a majority of all its juilices con- 
curring therein, flia 11 recommend to the Governor two 
proper perfons to HU the 'Office, one of whom he fhall 
appoint thiereto: Provided however, that if the county 
court fiiall for twelve months omit to make fuch recom* 
mendationV afrer beiJyg requeiltd by the Governor to re- 
commend pfopa: pc^lons, be Ihall then nominate, and 
by]and w^ith th^ adtice and c«mfe&t of the Senate, ap* 
pi^int a^ & j^rfeft tp IHifa^h irfficft^ 
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Sect. 9. When a n«\v (loaoty ihall he crc^cH^ a 
rorapeteni number of jufHccs ct' thc.peate, a ^heriiF 
and Coroner therefor, (hall be recpninnendcd totbe 
Governor by a majority of all the Members of the 
Hou^c of Rtprerentaiives from the feqaiorial diflri^l or 
«hUricts in which the county is fjtuated ; and if either 
•>f the pel funs thus recommended (hall be rejected by the 
Governor or thcScnare^ another pecibn (hall immediate^* 
ly he recommended asaforffaid 

SiECT. 10. Each Court /hall appoint tta own clerks 
Mrho /hall )K>ld his oftice during good behaviour i but au 
perfon (hall be appointed clerk, only pro tempore, who 
IbaUnot produce to the court appoiming him a certjli* 
cate from a majority of the judges of the Court of Ap-i 
peais that he had been examined by their clerk in their 
preieoce^ and und«r their directiout and that they judge 
him. to be well qualified to execute the office of clerk 
to any court of the fame dignity, wiih that for which 
he ofiers himself* They fhaU be removable for breach 
of good behaviour by the Court of Appeals only, who 
ihall be jud^res of the fa6\ as well as of the law. Two- 
thirds of the Members prefent muft concur in the len- 
ience.' 

Sect. 11. All commidions fliail be in the name, and 
by the authority of the State of Kentucky, and ieaied 
witli the State feal, and (igued by tiie Governor^ 

Sect. la. TheStai« treafurer and printer or printers 
for the Commonwealth, iball he appointed annually by 
the ji>int vote of both Houfes of Ailemhly : Provided, 
that duriug the recefs of the fame, the Governor iball 
have power to fill vacancies which may happen iii either 
of th€ i^id ^(Hces. 

ARTICLE V, 

C$ncerming. Impenchnants, 

Sect. i. The tioulis uf liepreleiitatives ihall have 
the fole power of impeaching, ^ 

Sect, a# All impeachments 0ia|l \^ tried by the8e» 
nate ; when fitting for that pnrpofei t^e Senators ihall 
he upon oath ^pr afficmatioo : Nop^ribp (hall b» coo vie t- 
cd \» ichogt the coacuri:«acc:^f rtyvo iUir4ft4*f i^q.M^iih 
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. Sect. 3, The Governor and all civil officers {faall be 
liable 10 impeachmtfoc for anf mirdemeanor in office ; 
but judgment in i'uch cafes mall not extend further 
than to removal from office, and difqualificaiion to hold 
any office of honour, truil, or profit under this Com- 
monwealth i' but tbe party convicted fliail nevertheleis 
be liable and fubjea to indictments trial, and punifh- 
B)ent according to law, 

ARTICLE VI. 
General Frovffiont 

Sect. 1. Members of the General Aflembly, and all 
officers, executive and judicial, before they enter upon 
tbe execution of their refpective oitices, fiiall take the 
following oath, or affirmation : ^* i da folemnly (Wear 
(or affirm, as the cafe m4.y be)thac I will be faithful and 
true to the Common wealth of Kentucky, fo long as I 
continue a citizen thereof, and that I will faithfully 
execute to the befl of my abilities, the office of 
according to law^" 

Sect. 2 Treafon againfl the Commonwealth (hall 
confilt only in levying war againfl ir, or in adhering to 
its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No perfmi 
iliall be convi(^ed of treaibn^ unlefs 00 the teflimnnv 
of two witnelTes to thef^me overt d6l, or his own con- 
feffion in open Conrt. 

Sect. 3. Every perfbn fhall be difqiialified from ferv- 
log as a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Senator or 
Reprefentative, for the term for which he fhall have 
been cledted, who (hall be convicted of having given or 
offered any bribe or treat, to procure bis ele<ition. 

Sect. 4, Laws fhall be made to exclude from office, 
and from fuffrage, thofc who fhall thereafter be con- 
victed of bribery, perjury, forgery, or other higii 
crimes «r mi fde ineanors. The privilege of free fuffraj^c 
fhall Ue iupported by laws regulating ele6\ions, and 
prohibiting, under adequate petial ties, ail undue inf]u- 
eace thereon from power, bribery, tumult, or other 
improper pra^iccs. 

Sect. 5. No money fhall be drawn from the treafury, 
but in piirfuance of appropriations made by law, nor 
fhall any appropriations of money for the fupport of an 
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army be made for a looger time than one year ; and a 
regular kfaremenc and account of the receipts and ex- 
penditures of all public money, ihall be publifhed aa- 
nually. 

Sect. 6. The General Aflembly ihali direft by law 
In what manner, and in what courts, fuits may be 
brought agaiafl the Commonwealth. 

Sect. 7« The manner of ad mi Differing an oath or 
aftirmatiun (hall be fuih as is moit confident with the 
confcience of the deponent, and (hall be eileemedby ibe 
General Affembly the mo(t folemn appeal to God. 

Sect. 8. All laws, which on the nrit day of JuneoDc 
tboufand i'eveo hundred and ninety-two, were in force 
in the State of Virginia, and which are of a general 
nature, aad not local to that State, and not repugnanc 
to this Conllitution, nor to the laws which have beeci 
~«na(5led by the Legiflature of this Commouwealth, Ihali 
be in force within this Stnte, until they ihall be altered 
or repealed by the General Aflembly. 

Sect.9. The compadt with the State of VirgioiaV 
fubjedt to fuch alterations as may be made therein, a- 
|rreeably to the mode prelcribed by the faid compa^^ 
ihall beconiidered as part of this Connitution. 

Se^t* lo. It (hall be. the duty of the General Aflem- 
bly topafs fuch laws as /hall be neceflary and proper to 
<lecide difterences by Arbitrators, to be appointed by the 
parties who may chufe that fummary mode of adjud* 
.ment. 

Sect* ii. All civil officers for the Commonwealth 
at large, Ihall refide within the State, and all diflrl^, 
county, or town ofHcers, witlitn their relpedlive dif- 
tri£ls, counties or towns (truflees of towns excepted) 
and fliall keep their refpeflive offices at fuch places 
therein, as may be required bylaw; and all militia of* 
fleers fhall refide in the bounds of the divinoo, brigade, 
reginicnr, battalion, or company to which they may 
feverally belong. 

Sec T.I 2. The Attorney General and other a t torn ies for 
this Commonwealth, who receive a fixed annual falary 
from thepublic treafury. Judges and Clerks of Courri, 
'utticea of the Peace, furveyors^ of lands, and all com- 
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^illtoQed militia ofHcers^ ftall hold their refpeAive o& 
Sees during good behaviovr, and ch6 contlnoaoce of 
their rcfpefliye coarts, ttmicr the cxcoptioai cotvtaifie4 
in' this CQnHhutictB. 

SfiCT 13. Abrcaceonthobufincrfsof theSute) or the 
United Scares, (ball not forfefs a felJdence once obtained 
fa as to deprive any one of the right of ItiiTrage^ or of 
being elei^edor ap]x>inted to any office- under this Com<> 
roonwealth, uoder the exceptioos contained In thisCon* 
flitution. 

Sect. 14. It (hall be the doty of the General Al&m* 
bly, to regulate by law, in what caies, and what de<* 
diid^ion from thefalaries of public ofHcers Ihatl be pdade 
for titgU6t of dnty in their ofHcial capacity. 

Szcr, 15. Retarnt^ of all ele6t ions for Governor, 
Lieutenant-Governor, and IVlembers of the General Af- 
iemb!y,fi)all be made to the Secretary for the time being. 

Sect. 16. In all eleiHions by the people, andaifbbjf 
tlie Senate and Houfe of Reprefehtatrves, jointly or fe- 
parately, the votes ihall be perfonally and publicly 
Ijiven, r^iva voce^ 

SrcT, 17. No Member of Congrefs, norperfoh hold* 
ing or cxerciftng any ofHce of trult or profit under tho 
United States, or either of them, or under any foreign 
power (hall be eligible as a iVi ember of the General 
Aflembly of this Commonwealth, or hold or exerciftf 
any ofHce of trn(^ or profit uuHer the fame. 

Sect. 18. The General ACembly fnall dire^ by law 
ho^ perfons, who now are or vnay hereafter become fe^ 
cnrities ibr public officers, may be relieved or difcbarg* 
adon account of liich fecnrftyihip. 

ARTICLE ViL 

Concerning Slaves. 
Sect. t. The General Aflembly (hall have no power 
topafs laws for the emancipation of ilaves without the 
confent of their owners, or without paying their own<* 
ers previous to fucb emancipation a full equivalent Ja 
money for tlie ilaves lb emancipated. They fit-ill haVe 
no power to prevent emigrants to this Si ate front 
bringmg with them fuch perfons as a^-e deemed (laves 
by the laws of anyone of the United Stace^j^ fo long 
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a$any pertbnnrf the fame age or defcri prion iball be con- 
tiniied in (Uvery by tbelawsof this State. Tliey Ihall 
pafs laws to 'permit the owfi«rt of il^ves to emancipate 
tlieiiit favinjr the rights of creditors) and prevent itig 
them fr<ini becoming a charge to any -county ia fhis 
Comoieo wealth. They fliall have foil power to pre- 
vent (laves being brought into this State as merctian- 
dize. They Hiail have foil power to prevent any flares 
being broi^lat ' ioto this State fron> a foreign country, 
and to prevent thofe from being brought into this Stale, 
^vbo have been, fince the ftrti day of January, ont^ 
tboufand feven hundred and eighryr n't ne, or may here- 
after be imported into any of the United States irotn a 
foreign country. And they fbafl havcfull power to p^fs 
fn^h laws as may be necel&ry, to oblige the owners of 
il^ves to treat them with humanity, to provide for 
them necclfary clothing and provifion, to abitain from 
ail injuries ^xtendiiig to life or limb, and : in cafi^ of 
their n«gl«<^ or refiifal to comply with the dre^lionsef 
inch laws, to l»aviie fuch (lave or (laves fold for the be* 
nefit of I heir owner or ownets. 

' SgCT. Zt lo the profecution of flaves for felony, no 
iliqueltb.y a grand jury (hall be neceifary* but the pro- 
ceedings in fuch profecutions (hall be regulated bylaw ; 
f xcept rhat theJGcneralAlfembly (hall have no poive# 
to deprive them of the privilege of an impartial trial 
by a petit jury, 

ARTICLE VIIL 

Th« teat of government (h^ll continue in the town 

of Frankfort, until it (hall be removed by law : Pro- 

vided however, that two-thirds of all the Members 

vcle£lcd to each Houfcof theGeneral Alfcrably, (hall con* 

cur in the paifage of (uch law. 

ARTICLE IX. 
Afodc of revifing the ConflitrUiong 
When experience (hall point out the nefc(iity of^a- 
mcnding this Conditution, aud when a- majority of ail 
the Members eU<^cd to each Ileufe of the General Af- 
fembly, (Iiall within the (irft twenty days of their flared 
annual (cdion, concur in pafling a law for taking the 
fcnfc of the good people of thisCom men wealth as to the 
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Dcceiltty and expediency of calling a Convention, it (bait 
be the duty of the ieveral Sherifll^, and other retumin;^ 
officers, at the next general e)ediun which fiiall be held 
for Aeprefenratives, after the paflage of liich law, to 
open a poll for, and make a return to the Secretary^ 
for the time being, of the names of all thofe entitled to 
vote for Reprefentatives who have voted for calling a 
convention : and if thereupon it (ball appear that a ma^ 
]nnty of all the citizen* of this State entitled to vote 
for ^eprefentalives, have voted for a Convention, th«f 
General Ailembly ihaH direct that a fimrUr poll (ball be 
opened^ and-taken £or the nezr year s and if thereupon 
it (ijiall appear, that a niajurity of all the citizens of 
this State entitled to vote for Reprefentatives, have 
voted for a convention, the General AiFembly (hall ac 
their next ieffion call a Convention, to vonllft of as 
many Members as there (hall be in the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives, and no more t to be choien in the (ame 
manner and proportion, at the fame places, and at the 
fame time thatReprelentativesare^ by citi^^.ens entitled 
to vote forRepreientattves ; and to meet withia three 
months after the faid elet^ion for the pnrpofe of re- 
adopting, amending, or changing this Conititution.-^— 
But if it ihaVl appear by the vote of either year, as a* 
forefaid, that a majority of all the citizens entitled ta 
vote for Repreleutatives, did not vote for a convention^ 
a Convention (hall not be called. 

ART1CL1C X. 
That the general^ great j and ejfential Prihcipks of Ubtrtyi 
andfrte Gon/trnment May be recognized and ejiabl/jhedi 

WE DISC LA RE, 

Sect. i. That all freemen, when they form a fociat 
compact, are equal s and that no man, or fet of men^ 
are entitled to exclnfive, (eparate, public emoluments 
or privileges, from the comma nity, but in confideratioa 
of public fervices* 

StcT. a. That all power is inherent in the People^ 
and all free governments are founded on their auchori* 
ty, and iniftiuited for their peace, fafety, and happipeU: 
Fqr the advancement nf thefe ends, they have at. all. 
times an unalienahle andaadeafeafible righi, to alijer^ 

re- 
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FB&rm or abolish their government, in stl^h maimer 
they may think proper. 
• Sect. 3. That all men have a natural and indefeasi- 
ble right to worship Ahnighty God according to the 
dictates of tlieir ovirn consciences ; that no man shall be 
compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of war- 
shipyor to maintain any ministry against his consent ; that 
DO human authority ought, in any case whatever, to cotk" 
troul or inteifere with the rigl^ts of coascienct:} and 
that no preference shall ever be given by laWy to any re* 
ligiou» societies or modes of worship. 

SECTf 4. That the civil rigi)t!«t privileges, or capaci- 
ties of any citissen, shall lii no wise be dimmished or eii^ 
larged on account of his religion. 

S)^CT. 5* That alleiecdons shall be free andequal.- 

Sect. 6. That the ancient mode of trial by jury 
i^all be held sacred, suid the right thereof remain iavio-^ 
latCf 

SecT. 7- That Priming Presses shall be free to every- 
person who undertakes to examine the proceedings o£ 
the Legislature, or anjr branch of government; and no 
law shall ever b^ made to restrain the right thereof*—— 
The free communication of thoughts and opinions is oae 
of thQ invaluable rights of man^ and every citizen may 
£*eely speak, write and print on any subject, being re- 
sponsible for the abuse of that liberty* 

Sect* 8- In prosecutions few the publication of papers 
investigating the official Conduct of officers, or men in a 
public capacity, or where the matter published is proper 
fM" public information, the truth thereof may be giv^n 
in evidence. And in all indictments forllbelst the jury 
$ha}l have a right to determine the law and the facts^ 
^nder the dii^ection of the Court, as in other ca36S* 

.SscT*9. Tliatthe people shall be secure in their per-- 
aous, houses, papers, and possessions from unreasonable 
seizures and searches; and that no warrant to search 
liny place, or to seize any person or things, shall issue 
without describing them as nearly as may be, nor with« 
out probable cause supported by oath or afhrmation* 

S*cT. 10. That in all criminal prosecution^, the Sit* 
0ised hath a right to be heard by himself and counsel ; 

to 
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to demand tbe liature bncl cause of the accusation a- 
gainst him^ to meet the witnesses face to face, to have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his fit- 
"vour j and in prosecutions by indictment or inlbrnia^ 
tioni a ftpeedy public trial, by an impartial jury of the 
Ticinage; that he cannot be compelled to give evidence 
against himself, nor can he be deprived of his life, liber- 
ty, or property, without the judgment of his peers or 
the law of the land. 

Sect* H« That no person shall for any indictable 
ofience be proceeded against criminally by information, 
except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or 
the militia when in actual service, in time of war qc 
public danger, by leave of the Court, for oppression or 
misdemeanor in office. 

Sect* 12. No person shall for the same offence be 
twice put in jeopardy of his life or limb, nor shall any 
man's prox)erty be taken or applied to public use without 
the consent of his representatives, and without Just com* 
pensation being previously made to him« 

Sect. 13* That all Courts shall be open, and ev^rf 
person for an injury done him in his lands, goods, per^-r 
son or reputation, shall have remedy by the due course 
of law ; and right and justice administered without sale» 
denial or delay- 

Sect. 14. That no power of suspending laws shall 
be exercised, unless by tlie Legislature or its authoi*ity» 
Sect* 15* That excessive bail shall not be requifr- 
ed) nor excessive fines imposed) nor cruel puiushmenUi 
indicted. 

Sect* 16* That all prisoners shall be baifabje by suf^ 
ficient securities, unless fo;^ capital ofiei^es, when ^e 
proof is evident, or presumption great; and the privi- 
lege of the writ of habeas corfius ^hsill not ha suspeiHled^ 
unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion the pubtic 
safety may require it. t 

Sect* 17* That the person of a debtor, where ther^ 
is not strong presuxQptJpQ of frauds shall not be contiQi- 
ued in prison after delivering up his estate for the bene- 
iitof hts.cretUtors^ in such mai^^er as shall be pre* 
scribed by iawt 

That 
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Sec T. 18. That no ex fioat Jucto law, nor any law 
impairing contracts, shall be made. 

Sect.i^. That no person shall be attainted of treason 
or Telony by the Legislature. 

Sect. 20. That no atttainder shall work corruption 
of blood, nor, except during the life of the ofiFender, 
forfeiture of estate to the C6mmonwealth. 

Sect. 2i. That estates of such persons as shall de- 
stroy their own lives shall descend or vest as incase of 
niltural death, and if any person shall be killed by ca-> 
sualty, there shall be no forfeiture by reason thereof. 

* Sect. 22. That the citizens have a right in a peace- 
aiWe- manner to assemble together for theiir common 
good, and to apply to those invested with the powers 
of government for redress of grievances, or other pro- 
per purposes, by petition, address or remonstrance. 

Sect. 23. That the rights of the - citizens to bear 
arms in defence of themselves and the State, shall not 
be questioned. 

Sect. 24. That no standing army shall in time of 
peace, be kept u;^ without the consent of the Legisla- 
ture, and the military shall in ail cases, and at all times y 
be in strict subordination to the civil power. 

Sect. 35. That no soldier shall, in time of peace, 
be quartered in any house without the consent of the 
owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be pre- 
scribed by law. 

Sect. 26. That the Legislature shall not grtint any 
title of nobility or hereditary distinetion, nor create any 
office, the appointment to which shall be for a longer 
term^ than duritig good behaviour. 

Sect. 27. That emigration froni the State shall not 
be prohibited. 

Sect. 28. To guard against transgressions of the 
high powers which we have delegated, we declare, 
that every thing in this article is excepted out of the 
general powera of government, and shall forever re- 
main inviolate; and that aH laws^ contrary thereto, or 
cont^arj' to thif Constitution shall be void. 

■'■ ' . ^ . .- ■ .. ■■■ SGHE- ■ 
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SCHEDULE. 

Thut fM> inconvenience may arise from the alterationsF 
and aiiiendments made in the Constitution of this Com- 
monwealth, and in order to carry the same into com- 
plete operation, it is hereby declared and ordained : 

Sect. 1. That ail laws of this Commonwealth in 
force at the time of making the said alterations and a- 
mendmeiUS) and not inconsistent therewith, and all 
i^hts, actions, prosecutions, claims, and contracts, as 
well of individuals as of bodies coiporate, shall con- 
tinue as if the said alterations and amendments had 
not been made. 

Sect. 2. That all officers now filling any office or 
appointment, shall continue in the exercise of the du- 
ties of their respective offices or appointments for die 
terms therein expressed, unless by this Constitution it 
is otherwise directed. 

Sect. 3. The oaths of office herein directed to be 
taken, may be administered by any Justice of the F.eace> 
until the Legislature shall otherwise direct. 

Sect. 4. The General Assembly to be held in No- 
vember next, shall apportion the Representatives and 
Senators, and lay off the State into senatorial districts 
conformable to the regulations prescribed by this Con^ 
stitution. In fixing those apportionments, and in estab- 
lishing those districts^ they shall take for their j^uide 
the enumeration directed by law to be made in the pre- 
sent year, by the commissioners of the tax? and the ap* 
portionmeats thiw made^ sliall remain unalterefl , until 
the end of the stated annual sessions of the General As^ 
sembly in the year 1803. j 

Sect. 5. In order that no inconvenience may arise 
from the change made by this Constitution, in the time 
of holding the, genei*al election, it is hereby oixlained, 
that the first election for Governor, Lieutenant Governor^ 
and Members of the General Assembly, shall commence; 
on the frst Monday in May 1800* The persons thfenl 
elected shall continue in office during their several terms 
of service prescribed by this Constitution, and until 
the next general election, which shall be held after tlieir 
said terms shall have respectively expired. The re^ 
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turns for the said ^rst election of- Governor ahd Lt«i- 
tenant Governor shall be made to the SrtecrctsUTr, with- 
in fifteen days from the day of election, who shallY as 
soon as may be, examine and count the same in the 
presence of at least two Judges of the Court of Appeals, 
or District Courts, aud shall declare who are tJie per- 
sons thereby duly elected^ and give them oi^icial notice 
of their elections and if any person shall be equal and 
highest on the po]i, the said Judges and Secretary shail 
determine the election by lot. 

Sect. 6. This Constitution, except so much thereof 
as Is thei*ein otherwise directed, shall not be in force» 
until the 1st day of June in the year J 800 ;. oh which 
day the whole thereof shall take full and complete effect* 
Done in Convention at Frankfort the 1 7th day of Au- 
' gust, 1799, and of th<$ Indepejadeiice of the Unit- 
ed States of America the 24th* 

ALEX. S. BULLIT, P. C. 

Member Jrom Jeffer^on^ 



. Bourbon, 
JMin Allen, 
Cha. Smith, 
Rob. VVillmot, 
James Duncnn^ 
Wm. Griffith, 
Nltt]». Rc^rs. 

Brackin. 
Phili]^ Buekner. 

CampbeU. 
Tho. Sandibrd. 

"RxAiexi Clarke, 
R. Hickman, 
Wm Sudduth. 

Cbrij^ian. 
Toung Ewing. 

Ptiryette. 



•Fleinihg. . 
Geo. Stockton. 

Gerratd. 
Wra.M.Blcdfoe. 

Green. 
Wm. Cafey. 
Harrijon, 
Henry Ct leman, 
Wm.E.Bofwell. 

y-tferjon. 
Richard Taylor. 

yeffiimine, 
John Price. 
Lincoln. 
Wm. Logman, 
N Huilon. 
Lofran. 
John Bailey, 



John Breckenridge, Reuben Ewing. ' 



JPohn M'DowcU, 
John Bell, 
H. Harnfon, 
B. Thuflton, 
"Walter Catr. 
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Harry innig, 

fohn Log;an. 
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Phil. Thomas, 
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Joiliua Baker. 

Mercer. 
Peter Bruaner, 
John Adair^ 



Tho. Allen, 
Sam. Taylor, 
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Green Clay, 
Tho. Clay, 
Wm. Irvine. 
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Jilfon Payne. 
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John Rowan, 
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Nich. Minor. 

Shelby. 
Bertj. Logan, 
Abr. Owen. 

Scott, 
Wm. Henry, 
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Woodford. 
Caleb Wallace, 
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Wiijbington, 
Felix Grundy, 
Rob. Abell. 
Warren. 
Alex. JL>avidiaa 



NORTH-WESTERN TERRITORY. 

Jfn OnDI^TAJ^CEfor the Government of the Territory 
of the United States Mrth-weat of the Rtver Ohio* 

BE it ordained by the United States in Congress assem- 
bUidy That the said teiritoiy, for the purposes of 
temporary government, be one district j subject how- 
ever, to be divided into two districts, as future circum- 
stances may, in the opinion of Congress, make it expe- 
dienu 

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid^ That the es- 
tates both of resident and non-resident proprietors int 
the said territory, dying intestate, shall descend to, and 
be distributed among their children, and tfie desceo- 
dants of a deceased chikl, in equal parts ; th# descen- 
dants of a deceased child or grand-child, to take the 
share of their deceased parent in equal parts among, 
them.: And where there shall be no children or de- 
scendants, then in equal parts to the next of kin, in 
equal degree; and among collaterals, the children of a 
deceased brother or sister of the intestate, shall have in 
equal parts among them their deceased parents* sharc^ 
and there shall in no case be a distinction between kin- 
dred of the whole and half blood ; saving in all cases 
to the widow of the intestate, her third part of thfe real 
estate for life, and one third part of the personal esUte, 
and this law relative to descents and dower, shall remain 
in full force until altered by the legislature of the dis- 
trict. And until the Governor and Judges shall adopt 
laws as hereinafter mentioned, estates iu the said ter* 
ritory may be devised or bequeathed by wills in wri- 
ting, signed and ae^ed by him or her in whom the es- 
tate may be (being ot full age) and attested by three 
witnesses ; and real estates may be conveyed by lease 
and release, or bargain a^d sale, signed, sealed and de- 
livered by th$ person b^ing of full age, in whom the es- 
tate may be, mi lAteaUjd by two witnesses, provided 
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such wills be duly proved, and such conveyances be 
acknowledged, or the execution tbe»ee£ dt^y proved, 
and be recorded within one year aftcrproper magistrates, 
courts, and registers shall be appointed for that pur- 
pose ; and personal property may be transferred by de- 
liveiy ; saving, however to the French and Canadian 
inhabitants, and other settlers, of the Kaskaskies, St. 
Vincent's, and the neighbouring villages, who have 
heretofore professed themselves citizens of Virginia, 
their laws and customs now in force among them, rela- 
tive to the dissent and conveyance of property. 

Be ic ordained by the authority aforewid^ That there 
«hall be appointed, from time to time, by Congress, a 
Governor, whose commission shall continue in- force 
•for the term of three years, unless sooner revoked by 
Congress ; he shall reside in the district, and have 
a freehold estate therein, in one thousand acres of landi 
while in the exercise of his ofnce# 

Tliere shall be appointed from time to time, by Con- 
gress, a Secretary, whose commission shall continue in 
force for four years, unless sooner revoked ; he shall 
reside in the district, and have a freehc^d estate there- 
in, in five hundred acres of land, white in tlie exercise 
of his office •: it shall be his duty to keep and presen e 
the acts and laws passed by the Legislature, and the 
public records of the district, and the proceedings of 
the Governor in his Executive Department ; and trans- 
mit authentic copies of such acts and proceedings, eve- 
ry six iteonths, to the Secretary of Congress : There 
shall also be appointed a court to consist of three Judges, 
any two of whom to form a Court, who shall have a 
common law jurisdiction, and reside in the district, and 
Imve each therein a freehold estate in five hundred acres 
of land, while in the exercise of their offices ; and 
their commissions shall continue in force during good 
behaviour. 

The Governor and Judges, of a majority of tbcni, 
«haU adopt and publish in the district, such laws of the 
original States, criminal and civil, as may be neccissary, 
and best suited to the circumstances of the diitrict, and 
report: them to Congress from tififte to time ; which 
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laws shall be in force in the district until the organiza- 
tion of the General Assembly therein, unless disap- 
proved of by Congress ; but afterwards the Legislature 
iihaJ! have authority to alter them as they shall think iit. 

The Governor for the time being shall beCommander 
1:1 Chief of the militia, appoint and commission all of- 
i cers in the same, below the rank of general officers ; 
^11 general officers shall be appointed and commissioned 
by Congress. 

Previous to the organization of tlie General Assem- 
bly, the Governor shall appoint such Magistrates and 
other civil officers, in each county or township, as he 
shall find necessary for the preservation of the peace 
and good order in the same: After the General As- 
sembly shall be organized, the powers and duties of Ma*' 
gistrates and other civil officers shall be regulated and 
ciefined by the said Assembly ; but all Magistrates and, 
other civil officers not herein otherwise directed, shall, 
during the continuance of this temporaiy government^ 
be appointed by the Governor. 

For the prevention of crimes and injuries^ the laws 
to be adopted or made shall have force in all parts of 
the district, and for the execution and process, Criminal 
and civil, the Governor shall make proper divisions 
thereof ^ and he shall proceed, from time to time, as 
circumstances may require, to lay out the parts of th& 
district in which the Indian titles shall have been ex- 
tinguished, into counties and townships, subject how- 
ever, to such altei*ations as may hereafter be mad« by 
the Legislature. 

So soon as there shall be five thousand free niale in- 
habitants, of full age, in the district, upon giving proof 
thereof to the Governor, thtjy shall receive authority, 
with the time and place, to eject Representatativs from 
their counties or townships, to represent them in the 
General Assembly ; provided, that for every five hun- 
dred free male inhabitants, there shall be one Repre- 
sentative, and so on progressively with the numbtt 
of free male inhabitants $hall the right of representation 
inci*ease, until the number of Representatives shall a- 
mount to twenty *five t aftei' which the number and puti- 
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portion of Representatives shall be regulated by the Le- 
gislature: Provided, that no person hk eligible or qua- 
lified to act as a Representative, unless he shall have 
been a -citizen of cme of the United States three yearS) 
<and be a resident in the district, or unless he shall have 
resided in the district three years ; and in either case, 
shall likewise hold in his own right, in fee simple, two 
hundred acres of land within the same : . Provided al- 
so, that a freehold in fifty acres of land in the district, 
liaving been a citizen of one of the .States, and being 
resident in the district, or the like freehold, and t>*o 
years residence in the district, shall be necessary to qua- 
jify a man as an elector of a Representative. 

The Representatives thus elected, shall serve for the 
term of two years ; and in case of the death of a Re- 
presentative, or removal from office, the Governor shall 
issue a writ to the county or township, for which he 
was a member, to elect -another in his stead, to serve 
ibr the residue of the term* 

The General Assembly, or Legislature, shall consist 
of the Governor, Legislative Council, and a House of 
Hepresehtatives. The Legislative Council shall consist 
of five Members, to c(Hitinue in office five years, unless 
sooner removed by Congress, any three of whom to 
be a quorum : And the Members of the Council shall 
be nommated and appointed in the following manner, 
to wit : As soon as Representatives shall be elected, the 
Governor shall appoint a time and place for them to 
meet together, and when met, they shall nominate ten 
persons, residents in the distnct, and each possessed 
of a freehold estate in five hundred acres of land, and 
return' their names to Congress ; five of whom Congress 
shall appoint and commission to serve as aforesaid; 
and whenever a vacancy shall happen in the Counci]) 
by death or removal from office, the House of Repre- 
sentatives shall nominate two persons, quali tied as, afore- 
said for each vacancy, and retiirn their names to Con- 
gress ^ one of whom Congress shall appoint and com- 
mission for the residue of the term. And every five 
years, four months at least before the expiration of the 
%m9 9f service of the Member q£ Coiuwil? the said 
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f louse shall nominate ten persons, qualified as afore- 
said, and return their names to Congress ; five of whom 
Congress shall appoint and commission to serve as Mem- 
bers of the Couiieil five years, unless sooner removed. 
And tlie Governor, Lejjislative Council, and House 
of Representatives, shalT have authority to make laws, 
in all cases, for the good government of the district, 
not repugnant to the principles and articles in this or- 
dinance established and declares^.. And all bills hav- 
iTig passed by a majority in the House, and by a Tnajor- 
ity in the Council, shall be referred to the Govenior for 
his assent ; but no bill or legislative act whatever, shall 
be of any force without his assent. The Governor shall 
have power to convene, prorogue and. dissolve the Gen- 
eral Assembly, when, in his opinion, it shall be expedi- 
ent. 

The Governor, Judges, Legislative Council, Secre- 
tary, and stich other officers as Congress shall appoint in 
the district, sliaJI take an oath or affirmation of fidelity, 
and of office ; the Governor before the President of 
Congress, and all other officers by the Governor. As 
soon as a Legislature shall be formed in the district, 
theCouncil and House assembled in one room, shall have 
authority, by joint ballot, to elect a delegate to Congress, 
who shall have a seat in Congress, with a right of de- 
bating, but not of voting during this tempomry govern- 
ment* 

And for extending the fundamental principles of yCivil 
and religious liberty, which form the basis whereon these 
Republics, their Laws and Constitutions are erected ; to 
fix and establish tliose principles as the basis of all laws, 
constitutions and governments, which forever after shall 
be formed in the said territory : to provide also for the 
establishment of States, and permanent government 
therein, and for their admission to a share in the Fede- 
ral councils, on an equal footing with the original States, 
at as early periods as may be consistent with the gen- 
eral interest : — 

Ids hereby ordained and declared^ by the atUhority afore- 
9aid, That tlie following Articles shall be considered as 
articles of compact between the original States, and 
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the People and States in the said territory, and forever 
remain unalterable, unless by common ednsent, to wit : — 

ARTICLE I. 

Ko person demeaning himself in a peaceable and or- 
derly manner, shall ever be molested on account of his 
mode of worship, or religious sentiments, in the siiid 
e n-itory. 

ARTICLE II. 

The inhabitants of the said teiTitory shall always be 
entitled to the benefits of the writ of habeas corpus^ and 
uf the trial by jury; of a proportionate representation 
of the people in the Legislature, and of judicial pro- 
ceedings according to the coui*se of the common law. 
All persons shall be bailable, unless for capital offences, 
where the proof shall be evident, or the presumption 
great. All fines shall be moderate ; and no cruel or un- 
usual punishments shall be inflicted. No man shall be 
deprive^ of his Uberty or property, but by the judgment 
of his peers, or the law of the land ; and should the 
public exigencies riiake it necessary, for the coriimoii 
preservation, to take any person's property, or to de- 
mand his particular services, full compensation shall be 
made ior^ the same. And in the just preservation of 
rights and property, it is understood and declared, that 
no law ought ever to be made, or have force in tlie said 
territory, that shall in any manner whatever interfeie 
with or afiect private conti^cts or engagements, bo7ia 
Jide^ and without fraud previously formed. 

ARTICLE m. 

Religion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary 
to good government and the happiriess of itiaukiiicl, 
schools, and the means of education shall forever be en- 
couraged- The utmost good faith shall always be ob- 
served towards the Indians; their lands and property 
shall never be taken from them without tjieir consent ; 
and in their property, right , and liberty, they shall ne- 
ver be invaded or disturbed, unless in just and lawful 
wars authorized by Congress ; but iaws founded in jus- 
tice and humanity, shall from time to time be made, 
ibr preventing wrongs being done to them, and for pre - 
serving peace and friendship with thpm. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

The said temtoryy.and the states which may be for- 
med therein, shall forever remain a part of this confe- 
deracy of the United States of America, subject to the 
articles of confederation, and to such alterations therein 
as shall be constitutionally made ; and to all the acts 
and Ordinances, of the United States in Congress as- 
sembled conformable thereto. The inhabitants and set- 
tlers in the said territory, shall be subject to pay a part 
of the Federal debts^ contracted or to be contracted, and 
a proportional part, of the expences of government, to 
be apportioned on them by Congress, according to the 
same common rule and measure, by which apportion- 
ments thereof shall be made on the other States : and 
the taxes for paying their proportion, shall be laid and 
levied by the authority aiid direction of the legislatures 
of the district or. districts or new states as in the origi- 
nal States^ within the time; agreed upon by the United 
States in Congress assembled. The"legislatures of those 
districts? or new States^ shall never interfere with the 
primiary disposal of the soilby the United States in Con- 
gress assembled, nor with any regulations Congress 
may find necessary for securing the title in such soil to 
the bmmfide purchasers. No tax shall be imposed on 
lands the property of the United States ; and in no case 
shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than re- 
sidents. The navigable waters leading into the Mississip- 
pi and St. Lawrence, and the carrying places between 
the samev Shall be common highways, and forever free, 
as well ta the i inhabitants of the said territory, as to the 
citizens of the United States, and those of any other 
States that may be admitted into the Confederacy, 
witliqut any ta^f , impost, or duty therefor. 

ARTICLE V. 

There shall be formed in the said territory, not less 
than three, nor more than five States ; and the bound- 
aries of the States, as soon as Virginia shall alter her 
act of cession, and consent to the same, shall become 
fixed and established as follows, to wit : The western 
State in the said territory, shall be bounded by the 
. . Mii- 
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Mississippi, the Ohio, and Wabasfa rivers; a direct 
line drawn from the Wabash and Post Vioconts due 
north to the tenitorial line between the United States 
and Canada; and by the said territorial line to the lake 
of the Woods and Mississippi. The middle State shall 
be bounded by the said direct line, the Wabash from 
Pott Vincents to the Ohio ;. by the Ohio, by a direct 
line drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Mi- 
ami, to the said territorial line, and by the said territo- 
rial line^ The ^ eastern State «hall be bounded by the 
last mentioned direct line, the Ohio, Pennsylvania, and 
the said temtorial line: Provided however, and it is 
further understood and declared, that the boundaries of 
these three States, shall be subject so ferto be altered, 
that if Congress hereafter find it expedient, they shall 
have authority to form one or two States in that part of 
the territory which lies north of an. east and west line 
drawn through the southerly bend or e3ctreme of lake 
Michigan. And whenever any of the said States shall 
have sixty thousand free inhabitants therein, sueh State 
shall be admitted, by its delegates, into the Congress of 
the United States, on an equal footing with the original 
States, in all respects whatever ; and shaH be at liberty 
to form a permanent constitution and state government : 
Provided the constitudon and.govemment sotobe form- 
ed, shall be l^efiubHcoriy and in conformity to the princi- 
ples contained in these srticles ; and so far as it can be 
consistent with the general interest of the Confedieracy, 
such admission shall be allowed at an earlier period, 
and when there may be a less numb^ of free inhabitants 
in the State than sixty thousand. 

ARTICLE VL 
There shall be neither slavery nor invokmtarf ser- 
vitude in the said territory, otherwise than in punish- 
ment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been du- 
ly convicted : Provided always, that any person escap- 
ing into the same, from whom labour or service is law- 
fully claimed in any one of the original States, such fu- 
gitive may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the 
person claiming his or her labour or service aforesaid. . 
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Donei)^^ the United States, in Congress affembled, 
the 13th day of July, in the year of our Lou I 1787, 
and of their sovereignty and independence 'he 12th. 

W^u GRAYSON, C/Mhniayi. 

Cha, Thomson, i>dc. 



An ACT to provide for the Governmtnt of the Territory 

Twrih'West of the River Ohio* 

XT THEREAS in order that the ordinance of the Uni- 
. V V ^^^ States in Congress assembled for the govern- 
ment of the territory north-west of the river Ohio, may 
continue to have full effect, it is requisite that certain 
provisions should be made, so as to adapt the same to 
the present Constitution of the United States. 

4>ECTI0N !• Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Rcfiresentatives of the United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled^ That in all cases, in which by the said 
oixlinance, any information is to be given, or communi- 
cation made by the Governor of the said territory to the 
United^States in Congress assembled, or to any of their 
officers, it shall be the duty of the said Governor to give 
such information and to make such communication to 
the President of the United States ; and the President 
shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent 
of. the Senate, sh^Il appoint all officers, which by th^- 
said ordinance were to have been appointed by the Uni- 
ted States in Congress assembled, and all oihcers so ap- 
pointed, shall be commissioned by him : and in all cases 
where the United States in Congress assembled, might 
by the said ordinance, revoke any commission or remove 
from any oHice, the President is hereby declared to have) 
the same powers of revocation and removal. 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted. That in case of 
the death, removal, resignation, or necessary absence 
of the Governor of the said Territory, the Secretary 
thereof shiill be, and is hereby authorized and required 
to execute and perform all the duties of Governor, du^ 
ring the vacancy occasioned by the removal, resigaation 
or necessary absence of the said Governor. 

O Signed 
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(Signed) F. A. MUHLENBERG, . 

Sficaker of the House of Refiresentatixfes^ 
J.ADAMS, Vice-President^ of the United 
States^ and President o/* the Senate. 
Apfirovul^ 7th August 1 789 : 

GEO. WASHINGTON, President 
of the United States. 

An ACT for an amicable Settlem ent of Limits ivith the 
State of Georgia, and authorizing the Establishment of 
a Government in the Mississipfii Territory* 

Sect. ^'TJ ^ ^^ enacted by the Senate and Hou^c of Re-- 
x) firesentatives of the United States of Amer^ 
ica in Congress assembled, That the President of the 
United States be, and he hereby is authoiized to ap- 
point three Commissioners, any two of -whom shall 
have power to adjust and determine with such Com- 
jnissioners as may be appointed under the legislative 
authority of the State of Georgia, all interfering 
claims of the United States and that State, to territory 
situated west of the river Chatahouchee, north of the 
thirty-first degi'ee of north latitude, and south of the ces- 
sion made to the United States by South-Carolina : And 
also to receive any proposals for the relinquishment 
or cession of the whole or any part of the other terri- 
tory claimed by the State of Georgia, and out of the 
ordinary jurisdiction thereof. 

Sect. 2. Be it further eimcted, That all the lands 
thus ascertained as the property of the United States, 
ahall be disposed of in such manner as shall be here- 
after directed by law ; and the nett proceeds thereof 
shall be applied to the sinking and discharging the pub- 
lic debt of the United States in the same manner as 
the proceeds of the other public lands in the territory 
north-west of the river Ohio. 

Sece. 3. Be it further enacted, That all that tract of 
country bounded on the west by the Mississippi ; on 
the north by a line to be drawn due east from the mouth 
of the Yasous to the Chatahouchee river; on the east 
by the river Chatahouchee j and on the soutli by the 

thirty- 
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tliirty-ftrst degree of north latitude, shall be, and here- 
by is constituted one district, to be called The Mmissippi 
Territory : And the President of the United States is 
hereby authorized to establish therein a government 
in all respects similar to that noAv exercised in the Ter- 
ritory north west of the river Ohio, excepting and ex- 
cluding the last article of the ordinance made for the 
government thereof by the late Congress on the thir- 
teenth day of July one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-seven, and by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, to appoint all the necessary officers there- 
in, who shall respectively receive the same compensa- 
tions for their services, to be paid in the same manner 
as by law established for similar officers in the territory 
north-west of the River Ohio ; and the powers, duties 
and emoluments of a Superintendant of Indian affairs 
for the southern department, shall be united with those 
of Governor. Provided always^ That if the President 
of the United States should find it most expedient to 
establish this government in the recess of Congress, 
he shall nevertheless have full power to appoint and 
commission ^11 officers herein authorized y and their 
commissions shall continue in force until the end of 
the session of Congress next ensuing the establishment 
of the government. 

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted^ That the territory 
hereby constituted one district for the purposes of go- 
vernment, may, at the discretion of Congress, be here- 
after divided into two districts, with separate tenitorial 
governments in each, similar to that established by this 
act. 

Sect. 5. Be it further enacted^ That the establish- 
ment'of this goverament shall in no respect impair^he 
right of the State of Georgia, or of any person or per- 
sons either to the jurisdiction or the soil of the said ter- 
ritoi7, ^"t the rights and claims of the said State and 
all persons interested, are hereby declared to be as firm 
and available, as if tliis act had never been made. 

Sect. 6. And be it further enacted^ That from and af- 
ter the establishment of the said government, the people 

of 
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of the aforesaid territory, shall be entitled to and enjoy 
all and singular the. rights, privileges, and advantages 
i^ranted to the people of the territory of the United 
States north-west of the river Ohio, in and by the a- 
Ib resaid ordinance of the thirteenth day of July, in the 
year one Uiousand seven hundred and eigliiy-seven, in 
iis full and ample a manner as the same are possessed 
and enjoyed by the people of the said Tast mentioned 
territor}'. ^" 

Sect- 7- jfndbe it further enacted^ That from and af- 
ter the establishment of the aforesaid government, it 
shall not be lawful for any person or persons to import 
or bring into the said Mississippi territory, from any 
port or place, without the limits of the United States, or 
to cause of prociu'e to be imported or brought, or know- 
ingly to aid or assist in soimpoiting or bringing any slave 
or slaves ; and that every person so ofi'ending, and be- 
ing thereof convicted before any court within the said 
territory, having competent jurisdiction, shall foi'feit and 
pay, for each and every slave so imported or brought, 
, the sum of three hundred dollars ; one moiety for the 
use of the United States, and the other moiety for the 
use of any person or persons who shall sue for the same ; 
and that every slave, so imported or brought, shall 
thereupon become entitled to, and receive his or her 
freedom. 

Sect. 8. And be it further enacted^ That the sum of 
ten thousand dollars be and hereby is appropriated, for 
the purpose of enabling the President of the United 
States to carry into effect the provisions of this act ; 
and that the said sum be paid out of any monies in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

JON. DAYTON, Sjieaker of the House 

of Ev^iresentatives* 
THO. JEFFRESON, Vice^-Preddent of the 
United Stately and Preaidetit of the Senate* 

A/ifirovedy TthJpril 1798: 

J. ADAMS, 
President rfthe United States, 
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An ACT to divide the Territory of the United States nortf}* 
Hvcst of the Oido into two sefiarate Govermnents, 

Sect. i.TJE it enacted^by the Senate and House of Re- 
' 13 firesentati-oe^ of tlie United States of jitneV" 
tea in Congress asse7nbled^ That from and after the 4th 
day of July next, all that part of the terrrkory of the 
United States north-wiist of the Ohio river, which 
lies to the westward of a line beginning at the Ohio op- 
posite to the mouth of Kentucky river, and runnin^^^ 
thence to Foit Recovery, and thence north until it shall 
intei-sect the territorial line, between the United States 
sind Canada, shall, for the purposes of temporary go- 
re mment, constitute a separate territory, and be call- 
ed, Tlie Iipdiana Tcrntory, 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted^ That there shall 
be established within the said territory a government 
ill all respects similar to that provided by the ordinance 
of Congress, passed on the thirteenth day of July one 
thousand seven hundred aiid eighty- seven for the go- 
vernment of the territory of the United States north- 
west of the river Ohio ; and the inhabitants thereof 
shall be entitled to, and enjoy all and singular the rights, 
iirivUeges and advantages granted and secured to the 
people by the said ordinance. ' 

Skct. 3. And be it further enacted^ That the oflfl- 

cera for tlie said territory, who by virtue of this act shall 

tie appointed by the President of the United States, by 

and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall 

respectively exercise the same powers, periorm the 

same duties, and receive for their services the same 

compensations as by the ordinance aforesaid and the 

laws of the United States, have been provided and cstab* 

lished for similar oriicers in the territory of the United 

States north-west of the river Ohio : And the duties 

and emoluments of Superintendant of Indian Aflairs 

5;hall be united with those of Governor : Provid^d.^ That 

the President of the United States shall have full power, 

in the recess oF Congress, to appoint and commission 

all officers herein authorized j and tlicir commissions 

shall continue in forc<; until the epd of the next session 

of Congress, -ind 
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Sect. 4. And be it further enacted^ That so mucli 
of the ordinance for the government of the territory of 
the United States north-west of the Ohio river, as re- 
lates to the organization of a General Assembly therein, 
and prescribes the powers thereof, shall be in force and 
operate in IVie Indiana Territory^ whenever satisfacto- 
ry evidence shall be given to the Governor thereof, that 
such is the wish of a majority of the freeholders, not- 
wiiUsianding there may not be therein five thousand 
free male inhabitants of the age of twenty -one years 
and upwards : Provided^ That until there shall be five 
thousand free male inhabitants of twenty -one years and 
upwards in said territory, the whole number of Repre- 
sentatives to the General Assembly shall not be less 
than seven, nor more than nine, to be apportioned by 
the Governor to the several counties in the said terri- 
tory, agreeably to the number of free male inhabitants 
of the age of twenty *one years and upwards which tliey 
may respectively contain. 

Sf.ct. 5. Jnd be it further enacted^ That nothing in 
this Aact contained shall be construed so as in any man- 
ner to af&ct the govei*nment now in force in the terri- 
tory of the United States north-west of the Ohio river, 
further than to prohibit the exercise thereof within 
The Indiana Territory^ from and after the aforesaid 
fourth day of July next : Provided^ TW^ whenever 
that part of the Temtory of the^ -United States which 
lies to the eastward of a line beginning at the mouth 
of the Great Miami river, and running thence due 
north to the territorial line between the United States 
and Canada, shall be erected into an independent State, 
and admitted into the Union on an equal footing \mh 
the original .States, thenceforth said line shall become 
and remain permanently the boundary line between such 
State and The Indiana Territory ; any thing in tliis 
Act contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sect. 6. And be it further enacted^ That until it shall 
be otherwise ordered by the Legislatures of the said 
territories respectively, Chilicothe, on Scioto river, shall 
be the seat of the government of the territory of the 
United States north-west of the Ohio river j and that 

St. 
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St. Vinccnne*, on the Wabash river, shall be the seat 
of the government for The IndianaTerrtiory. 

THEO. SEDGWICK, 
S/ieakcr q/' the House of RefireBentativcB* 

THO. JEFFERSON, 

Vice-President of the United States^ 
and Preddent <f the &tnate. 

^Jf/irovd, 7th May A.D. I8O6. 

JOHN ADAMS, 

President of the Urdted States* 



CONSTITUTION of the STATE of OHIO : 

£)one in Conventiori begun afid heed at ChilUcothe^ on Mon^ 
day the \st Day of November^ A^D, 1802, and of the 
Indefiendcnce of the United States the 27th* 

WE the People of the Eastern Division of the Ttr- 
. rltory of the United States Porth-west of the 
/river Ohio, having the right of admission into the gene- 
ral government, as a member of the Union, consistent 
with the Constitution of the United States, the ordin- 
ance of Congress of one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-seven, and the law of Congress, entitled, " An 
act to enable the People of the Eastern Division of tlie 
Territory of the United States north-west of the river 
Ohio, to form a Constitution and State Government, 
and for the admission of such State into tlie Union, on 
an equal footing with the original States, and for other 
purposes ;** in order to establish justice, promote the 
welfare and secure the blessings of Liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity, do ordain and establish the following 
constitution or form of government, and do mutually 
agree with each other to form ourselves into a free and 
independent State, by the name of The State of Ohio. 

AH, 



^v^i^K^Z^ 
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ARTICLE I. 

Sect. I* The legislative iiuthority of this State shall 
be vested in a Gencml Assfemblj, which shall consist of 
a Senute and House of Representatives, both to be elect* 
c'd !}y the people. 

8?:CT. 2. Within one year after the first meeting of 
the General Assembly, and within c%'cry subsequent 
term of four years, an enumeration of all the white 
inaie inhabitants above twenty one years of age, shall 
)>e made in such manner, as shall be directed by law. 
.The number of Representatives shall, at the several 
periods of making such enumeration, be fixed by the 
Jegisiature and apportioned among the several counties, 
according to tlie number of white male inhabitants above 
t^ve^ty-0Dc years of age in each, and shall never be 
less than twenty-four, nor greater than thirty-six, until 
the number of white mab inhabitants above twenty-one 
years of age, shall be twenty-two thousand, and after 
that event, at such ratio that the whole number of Re- 
presentatives shall nerer be less than thirty-six nor ex- 
ceed seventy-two. 

Sect. 3, The Representatives shall be chosen annu- 
iilly, by the citizens of each county respectively, on the 
second Tuesday of October, 

Sect, 4. No person shall be a Representative who 
shall not have attained the age of twenty-Mve years, and 
ht a citizen of the United States, and an inhabitant of 
this State ; shall also have resided within the limits of 
the couniy in which he shall be chosen, one year next 
jn^jceding his election, unless he shall have been absent 
on the public business of the United States, or cf this 
3tate, and shall have paid a State or County tax. 

Sect. 5. The Senators shall be chosen biennially by 
f]ualiBcd voters for Representatives ; and on their being 
i.ouvened in consequence of the first election, they shall 
be divided by lot, from their respective counties or dis- 
nicts, as near as can be, into tv/o classes ; the seats of 
the Senators of the first class 'shall be vacated at the ex- 
piration of the fii^st yeai', and of tlie second class at the 
u:;piration of the second year, so thaton*^ half thereof, 
as near as possible, may be annually chosen forever 
thereaitcr. 'j'jj^ 
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SifCT. 6. Th6 number of Scnatoinj sfiall, at the seve- 
iral periods of making the enumeration before mention* 
ed, be fixed by the legislature, and apportioned among 
the se^^ml counties or districtiito be estahUs/hed by Jaw, 
according to the number of white male inhabitants of the 
^g^ of twenty-one years in each, and shall never be bss 
than one third, nor more than one half of the number of 
Representatives. 

Sect- 7. No person shaJl be a Senator, who has not 
aiTived at the age of thirty years, and is a citizen of the 
United States, shall have resixled two yeai^ in the coxm- 
ty or district immediately pi'eceding the election, unless 
he shall have been absent on the public business of the 
United Staes, or of tliis State, and shall moreover have 
i^aid a State or County tajs. 

Sect-8» The Senate aftid House of Representatives, 
when as^mbled^ shall each choose a Speaker cmd its 
other officers, be judges of the cjualifications ainl elec- 
tions of its members, aini sit upon its own adjournments ^ 
two thirds of each House shall constitute a quorum to 
<lo business, but a smaller number may adjourn from 
clay to day, and compel the attendance of abiient mem** 
hers0 

Sect. 9* Each House shaH keep a journal of its pro- 
jceedings and publish them ; the yeas and nnys of the 
members, oa any question, shall, at the desire of any 
two ot them, be entered on the jouitials. 

Sf^CT. 10. Any two n'iembers of either House shall 
have liJ>erty to dissent from and protest against any act 
or resolution whic^ they may think injurious to the pub- 
lic or any individaal, atid have the reasons of the^ dis- 
sent entered on the journals^ 

Sect, lu Each House may determine the rules of 
its proceedings, pumsh its members for disorderly beha- 
viotir, and, with the concurrence, of two thirds, expel a 
member, but not a second time for the same cause, and! 
shafl have all other powers necessary ibr a bnuich of 
the legislature of a free ancl independent S>tat^« 

Sect*^12. Whea Vacancies hiappenio either Housef^ 
the Goveinor, or the person exercising the power of the 
Governor,' shaU issue writs of eleetioa to fUl such va- 
cancies* O 2 ££B- 
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Sect. I3« Senators and Representative's shall, m ail 
cases, except treason, felony or breach of the peace, be 
privileged from arrest during the session of the General 
Assembly, and m going to and returning from the same, 
and for any speech or debate in either House they shall 
not be questioned in any other place. 

Sect. 14. Each House may punish by imprisonment 
during their sesssion, any person not a member, who 
shall be guilty of disrespect to the House by any disor- 
derly or contemptuous behaviour in their presence, 
provided such imprisonment shall not, at any one timer 
exceed 24 hours* . 

Sect. 15. The doors of each House, and of commit- 
tees of the whole, shall be kept open, except in such 
cases as in the opinion of the House require secrecy. — 
Neither House shall, without the ccmsent of the other, 
adjpuni for more than two days, nor to any other place 
than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. 

Sect. 16. Bills may originate in either House> but 
may be alterecl, amended, or rejected by the other. 

Sect. 17. Every bill shall be read on three different 
days in each House, unless in case of urgency three 
fourths of the House where such bill is so depending^ 
shall deem it expedient to dispense with this rule : And 
every bill having paised both Houses, shall be signetl 
by the Speakers of their respective Houses. 

Sect. 18» The stile of the laws of this State ishall be, 
:♦< Be it ermcted by . tlie General Mssembiy of the State of 
.Ohio,'' 

Skct. I^. The Legislature of this State shall not al- 
low the following officers 6f government greater annual 
salaries than as follows, until the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, to wit : The Governor not 
more, than one tloousaiid dollars; the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court not more than one thousand dollars each; 
tlie Presidents of the Courts of Common Pleas not moper 
.than eight hundred dollars each j the Secretary of State 
not more than five hundred dollars; the Auditor of 
public accounts not more than seven hundred and fifty 
dollai-s ; the Treasurer not more than four hundred anci 
ifty dollars; Nq piember gf the Legislature shall re* 

, ceive 
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eeive more than two dollars per day, during his attend- 
ance on the Legislature, nor more for every twen- 
ty-five miles he shall travel in going to and returning 
from the General Assembly. 

Sect. 20. No Senator or Representative shall, dur- 
ing the time for which he shall have been elected, be 
appointed to any civil office under this State, which shall 
have been created, or the emoluments of which shall 
have been increased, during such time. 

Sect. 21. No money shall be drawn from the Trea- 
sury, but in consequence of appropriations made by law» 

Sect . 22. An accurate statement of the receipts 
and expenditures of the public money, shall be attach- 
ed to and published with the laws annually. 

Sect. 23. The House of Representatives shall have, 
the sole power of impeaching, but a majority of all the 
members must concur in an impeachment; all impeach- 
ments shall be tried by the Senate, and when sitting 
for that purpose, the Senators shall be upon oath or af- 
firmation to do justice according to law and evidence; 
no person shall be convicted without the concurrence 
of two-thirds of all the Senators. 

Sect. 24. TheGovernor and all other civil officers 
' under this State shall be liable to impeachment for any 
misdemeanor in office, but judgment in such cases, 
shall not extend further than removal from ollice and 
disqualification to hold any office of honor, profit or 
tru«t under this State. The party whether convicted 
or acquitted, shall nevertheless be liable to indictment, 
trial, judgment and punishment according to law. 

Sect. 25. The first session of the General Assem- 
bly shall commence on the first Tuesday of March 
"next, and forever after the General Assembly shall meet 
on the first Monday of December in every year, and 
at no other period, unless directed by law, or provided 
for by this Constitution. 

Sect. 26. No Judge of any Court of Law or Equity, 
Secretary of State, Attorney General, Register, *;lerk 
of any Court of Record; Sherilfi' or Collector, Mem- 
ber of either House of Congress, or person holding any 
lucrative office under the UnitedStateJ, or this State (pro- 
vided 
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vided, that appointments' in the militia, or Justices ot 
the Peace shall not be considered lucrativ« offices) shall 
be eligible as a candidate for, or have a seat in the Gen- 
eral Assembly:* 

Sect. 27* No person shall be appointed to any oflBce 
within any county, who shall not *have been a citizen 
and inhabitant therein, one year next before his ap- 
pointment, if the county shitU have been so long erected; 
but if the county shall not have been so long erected ^ 
then within the limits of the county or counties out 
•of which it shall have been taken* 

SscT. 28. No person who heretofoi^e hatli been, or 
liereafter may be, a collector or holder of public mo- 
jiies, shall have a seat in either House of the GeneiTil 
Assembly, until such person shall have accounted for 
and paid into the treasury, zdl sums for which he may 
be accountable or liable. 

ARTICLE II. 
Sect, i. The supreme executive power of this 
State shall be vested in a Governor. 

Sect* 2. The Governor sliall be chosen by the elec- 
tors of the members of the General Assembly, on the 
second Tuesday of Oclober, at the same places and in 
the same manner that they shall respectively i-ote for 
. members thereof* The returns of eVery election for 
Governor shall be scaled up and transmitted to the seat 
of government by the returning ofixers, directed to 
the Speaker of the Senate, who shall open and publish 
ihem in the presence of a majority of the members of 
each House of the General Assembly ; the person 
liaving the highest number of votes shall be Governor ; 
but if two or more shall be equal and highest in votes», 
then one of them shall be chosen Governor by joint 
ballot of both Houses of the General Assembly. Con- 
tested elections for Governor shall be determined by 
both Houses of tlie General Assembly, in such manner 
as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sect. 3. The first Governor shall hold bis office un- 
til the first Monday of December, one thousand eight 
Vundred and five, and until another Governor shall b^ 
ectcd an4 qualified to office, and forever after the Co- 
ver- 
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vcmor shall hold his office for the term of two years, 
dud until another Governor shall be elected and qualifi- 
ed) but he shall not be eligible more than six years hi 
any tenn of eight years-— He shall be at least thiity 
years of ag^, and have been a citizen of tlie United 
States twelve years^ £ind an inhabitant of this State four 
years next preceding his election. 

Sect. 4. Heshali? from time to time, give to the 
Oeneral Assembly information of the state of the go- 
vernment, and recommend to their consideration such 
xseasures as he shall deem expedient* 

Sect. 5. He shall have the power to grant reprieves 
land pardons after conviction, except in cases of im* 
peachment« 

Sect» 6, The Governor shall, at stated times, re* 
ceive for bis services^ a compensation, which shall nei- 
ther be increased nor diminished during the term for 
which he shall have been elected. 

Sect. 7. He may require information, in writing, 
from the oflScers in the executive depaitment, upon any 
subject relating to tlie duties of their respective offices^ 
and shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

Sect* 8. When any officer, the right of whose ap- 
pointraent is, by this Constitution, vested in tlie Gene- 
ral Assembly, shall during the ixjcess, die, or his office 
by any means become vacant, the Governor shall have 
power to fill such vacancy, by granting a commission 
•which shall expire at the end of the next session of the 
LiCgislature. 

Sect. 9. He may, on extraordinary occasions, con- 
vene the General Assembly by proclamation, and shall 
state to them^ when assembled, the purposes for which 
they shall have been convened. 

Sect. 10, He shall be Commander in Chief of the 
«rmy and navy of this State and of the militia, except 
when they shall be called into the service of the United 
States. 

Sect. 11. In case of disagreement between tlie two 
Houses with respect to the time of adjournment, the 
Governor shall have the power to adjouiTi the General 
Assembly to such time as he thinks proper^ provided 

it 
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it be not a period beyond the annual meeting of the Le- 
gislature. 

Sect.12, In case of the death, impeachment, resigna- 
tion or removal of the Governor from office, the Speak- 
er of the Senate shall exercise the office of Governor, 
until he be acquitted, or another Governor shall be duly 
qualiaed. In case of impeachment of the Speaker of 
the Senate, or his death, removal from office, resigna- 
tion or absence from the State, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives shall succeed to the office 
and exercise the duties thereof, until a Goveraor shall 
be elected and qualified. 

Sect. i3. No Member of Congress, or person hold- 
ing any office under the United States, or this State, 
shall execute the office of Govemor. 

Sect. 14. There shall be a seal of this State, which 
shall be kept by the Governor and used by him offi- 
cially, and shall be called Th^ Great Seal of the State of 
Ohio. 

Sect. i5. All grants and commissions shall be in the 
name and by the authority of the State of Ohio, seal- 
ed with the seal, signed by the Governor, and counter-, 
signed by the Secretary. 

Sect. 16. A Secretary of State shall be appointed 
by a joint ballot of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, who sliall continue in office tliree years, if he 
shall so long behave himself well ; he shall keep a fair 
Register of all the official acts and proceedings of the 
Ciovemor, and shall, when required, lay the same and 
all papers, minutes and vouchers relative thereto, be- 
fore either branch of the Legislature, and shall per- 
form such other duties as shall be assigned hiixi by law. 

ARTICLE III. 

Sect.i. The judicial power of this State, both as to 
matters of law and equity, shall be vested in a Supreme 
Court, in Courts of Common Pleas for each county, 
in Justices of the Peace, and in such other Courts as 
the Legislature may, from time to time, establish. 

Skct. 2. The supreme Court shall consist of three 

Judges, any two of whom shall be a quorum. They 

lall have -original and appellate jurisdiction, both 

in 
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m common law and chancery, in such cases as shall be 
directed by law ; provided, that nothings herein con- 
tained shall prevent the General Assembly from adding 
another Judge to the Supreme Court after the term of 
five years, in which case the Judges may divide the 
State into two circuits, within which any two of the 
Judges may hold a Court. 

Sect. 3. The several Courts of Common Pleas shall 
consist of a President and associate Judges. — The State 
shall be divided, by law, into three circuits : there shall 
be appointed in each circuit a President of the Courts, 
\vho, during his continuance in office^ shall reside there- 
in. There shall be appointed in each county, not more 
than three nor less tlian two associate Judges, who, 
during their continuance in office, shall 'reside therein. 
The President and associate Judges, in their respective 
counties, any three of whom shall be a quorum, shall 
compose the Court of Common Pleas, which Court 
shall have common law and chancery jurisdiction in all 
such cases as shall be directed by law ; provided, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent 
the Legislature from increasing the number of Circuits 
and Presidents, after the term of five years. 

Sect. 4. The Judges of the Supreme Court and 
Court of Common Pleas, shall have complete crimi- 
nal jurisdiction, in such cases and in such manner as 
may be pointed out by law. 

Sect. 5. The Court of Common Pleas in each 
county, shall have jurisdiction of all probate and testa- 
mentaiy matters, granting administration, the appoint- 
ment of guardians, and such other cases as shall be 
prescribed by law. 

Sect. 6. The Judges of the Court of Common 
Pleas shall, within their .respective counties, have the 
same powers with the Judges of the Supreme Court, 
to issue writs of certiorari to the Justices of the Peace, 
and to cause their proceedings to be brought before them, 
and the like right and justice to be done. 

Skct. 7. The Judges of the Supreme Court shall by 
virtue of their' offices be conservators of the peace 
throughout the StatiC. The presidents of the Court of 

Com- 
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Common Pleas, slialJ, by virtue «f their offices, be con- 
senators of the Peace in their respective circuits, and 
the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, shall, by 
virtue of their offices, be conservators of the peace m 
tlieir respective counties* 

5ect, 8. The Judges of the Supreme Court, the 
Presidents and the associate judges of the Courts of 
Common Pleasi^ shall be appointed by a joint ballot of 
both Plouses of the General Assembly, and shall hold 
their offices for the term of seren years, if so long they 
behave well. The Judge is of the Supreme Court and 
the Presidents of the Courts of Common Pleas, shaU, 
at stated times, receive for their services an adequate 
compensation, *^o be fixed by law, which shall not be 
dimiDxshed during theii' continuance in otl^ce, but they 
shall receive no fees or perquisites of office, nor hold 
any other office of proRt or trust under the authority of 
this State or the United States* 

Sect. 9, Each Court shall appoint its own Clerk for 
the tem^of seven years, but no person shaU be api^int- 
ed Clerk except firo temfiore^ who shall not produce to 
the Court appointing him a certificate from a majority 
of the Judges of the Supreme Court, that they judge 
iiiUfi to be well qiialiBcd to execute the duties of the- 
office of clerk to any court of the same dignity with 
that for which he ofiers himself. They shall be remo^ 
vable for breach of good behaviour, at any time, by 
the judges of the I'espectire Courts. 

Sect* 10. The Supreme Court shall be held once a 
5'^ear, in each county, and the Courts of Common Pleas 
shall be hoiden in each county at such times and places 
as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sect. II. A competent number of Justices of the 
Peace shall be elected by the qualified electors in each 
townsliip in the several counties, and shall continue in 
office three years, whose powers and duties shall, frona 
time to time, be regulated and defined by. law. 

Sect. 12. The stile of all process shall be, 7%f State 

cf Ohio ; all prosecutions shall be earned on in the 

nanie and by the authority of the State of Ohio, and 

11 indictments shall conclude^ ^^oin*^ tli^iieace and dig" 

5^y of f/te 9amc. 
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ATRICLE IV. 
SftCT.l. In all elections, all "white male inhabitantB 
above the age of twenty-one years, having resided in 
the State one year next preceding the election, and who 
have paid or are charged with a State or county tax, shall 
enjoy the right of an elector, but no person shall be 
entitled to vote except in the county or district in which 
he shall actually reside at the time of the election. 
Sect- 2. All elections shall be by ballot. 
Sect. 3. Electors shall, in all cases, except treason, 
felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged from ar- 
rest, during their attendance at elections, and in going 
to and retuniing from the same. 

Sect. 4. The Legislature shall have full power to 
exclude from the privilege of electing, or of being e- 
iected, any person convicted of bribery, perjury or any 
other infamous crime. 

Sect. 5. Nothing contained in this article shall be 
so construed as to prevent white male persons ubove 
the age of twenty-one years, who are compelled to la- 
Ixjuron the roads of their respective townships or coun- 
ties, and who have resided one year in the State, from 
having the right of an elector. 

ARTICLE V. 
Sect. 1. Captains and Subalterns in the militia shall 
be elected by those persons in their respective comp?&iy 
districts, subject to military duty. 

Sect. 2. Majors shall be elected by the captains and 
subalterns of the battalion. 

Sect. 3. Colonels shall be elected by the Majors, Cap- 
tains, and Subalterns of the regiment. 

Sect. 4. Brigadiers General shall be elected by the 
commissioned officers of their respective brigades. 

Sect. 5. Majors General and Quarter-Masters Gen- 
eral shall be appointed by joint ballot of both Houses of 
the Legislature. 

Sect. 6. The Governor shall appoint the Adjutant 
General. The Majors General shall appoint their aids 
and other division officers ; the Brigadiers theirMajors ; 
the Brigade Majors their staff officers ; Commanders of 
Regiments shall appomt their Adjutants, Qr.Masters, 
^dottier regimcnuJ staff-olficers ; and the Captains and 
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Subalterns shall appoint their non-commissioned olHccrs 
and musicians. 

Sect. 7. The Captains and Subalterns of the artillery 
and cavalry shall be elected by the persons enrolled in 
their respective corps, and the Majors and Colonels shall 
be appointed in such manner as shall be directed by law. 
The Colonels shall appoin*^« their regimental stafi', and 
the Captain sand Subalterns their non-commissioned olfi- 
cers and musicians, 

ARTICLE VI. 

Sect. 1. There shall be elected in each county one 
Sheriff and one Coroner, by the citizens thereof, who 
are qualified to vote for members of the Assembly ; 
they shall be elected at the time and place of holding 
elections for members of Assembly ; they shallcontin- 
ue in office two years, if they shall so long behave 
well, and until successors be chosen and duly qualified; 
provided, that no person shall be eligible as Sheriff for 
a longer term than four years in any term of six years. 

Sect. 2. The State treasurer and Auditor shall be 
triennially appointed by a joint ballot of botli Houses 
of the Legislature. - 

Sect. 3. Ail town and township officers shall be 
chosen, annually, by the inhabitants thereof duly qua- 
lified to vote for members of the Assembly, at such 
time and place as may be directed by law. 

Sect. 4. The appointment of all civil officei*s, not 
otherwise directed by this Constitution, shall be made 
in such manner as may be directed by law. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Se c T. 1 • Every person who shall be chosen or appoint- 
ed to any office of trust or profit, under the authority of 
this State, shall, before the entering on the execution 
thereof, take an oath or affirmation to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States and this State, and also an 
oath of office. 

Sect. 2. Any elector who shall receive any gift or 
reward for his vote, in meat, drink, money or other- 
wise, shall suffer such punishment as the laws shall di- 
rect ; and any person who shall directly or indirectly 
give, promise, or bestow, any such reward to be elect- 
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ed, shall thereby be rendered incapable, for two years, 
to serve in the office for vjiich he was elected, and be 
subject to such other punishment at shall be directed by 
law. 

Sect. 3. N^o new county shall be established by the 
Genei'al Assembly, which sliall reduce the county or 
counties, or either of them from which it shall be tak- 
en, to less contents than four hundred square miles, nor 
shall any county be laid off of less contents. Every 
new county, as to th^ right of suffrage and representa- 
tion, shall be considered as a part, of the county or 
counties from which it was taken, until entitled by num- 
bers to tlie right of representation. 

Sect. 4. Chillicothe shall be the seat of govern- 
ment until the year one thousand eight hundred and 
eight. No money shall be raised until the year one 
thousand eight hundred and nine by the Legislature of 
this State, for the purpose of erecting public build- 
ingsfor the accommodation of the Legislature. 

Sect. 5. That after the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and six, whenever two thirds of the. General As- 
sembly shall think it necessary to amend or change the 
this Constitution, they shall recommend to the electors 
at the next election for members to the General Assem- 
bly, to vote for or against a Convention ; and if it shall 
appear that a majority of the citizens of the State vot- 
ing for Representatives have voted for a Convention, 
the General Assembly shall, at their next session, call 
a Convention to consist of as many members as there 
be in the General Assembly, to be chosen in the same 
manner, at the same places, and by the same electors 
that choose the General Assembly, who shall meet 
within three months after the said election, for the 
purpose of revising, amending or changing the Con- 
stitution. But no alteration of this Constitution shall 
ever take place, so as to introduce slavery or involunta- 
ry servitude into this State. 

Sect. 6. That the limits and boundaries of this State 
be ascertained, it is declared, that they are a4 hereaf- 
ter mentioned — ^that is to say, bounded on the East by 
the Pennsylvania line, on the south by the Ohio river to 

the 
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the mouth of the Great Miami liver, on the west by 
the line drawn clue north from the mouth of tlieGi'eat 
Miami aforesaid, and on the north by an east and west 
line? drawn through the southerly extreme of Lake Mi- 
chigan, running east after intei-sectifig the due north 
line aforesaid, from the mouth of tlie Great Miami un- 
til it shall intersect Lake Erie, or the territorial line, 
and thence with the same through Lake Erie to the 
Pennsylvania line aforesaid ; provided always, and it is 
Jiereby fully understood, and declared by this Conven- 
tion, that if the southerly bend, or extreme of Lake 
Michigan should extend so far south, that a line drawn 
due east from it should not intersect Lake Erie, or if 
it should intersect the said Lake Erie east^f the mouth 
of the Miami river of the Lake, then and in that casc» 
with the assent of the Congress of the United States , 
the northern boundary of this State shall be establish- 
ed by, and extended to, a direct line runnmg from the 
southern extremity of Lake Michigan to the most north- 
erly cape of the Miami Bay, after intersecting the due 
Borth line from the mouth of the Great Miami river 
US aforesaid, thence north east to the territorial line, 
and- by the said territorial Hue to the Pennsylvania 
line* 

ARTICLE VIII, 

That the general, great, and essential principles of 
liberty and free government may be recognized, and 
for ever unalterably established, we deci.are, 

Sect. 1. That all men are bom equally free and 
independent, and have certain natural, inherent, and 
imalienable rights, amongst which are the enjoying and 
defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessinguand 
protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining hap- 
piness and safety ; and every free Republican Go- 
vernment being founded on their sole authority, and 
organized for the purpose of protecting their liberties, 
and securing their independence, to effect these ends, 
they have at all times a complete power to alter, reform, 
or abolish their government, whenever they may deem 
^ Xiecessary. 

There 
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SscT. 2. There shall be neither slavery nor mvol- 
\imary servitude in this State, otherwise than for the 
punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted, nor shall any male person, ar- 
rived at the age of twenty-one years, nor female pep- 
son arrived at the age of eighteen years, be held to 
serve any person as a servant, under pretence of in- 
denture or otherwise, unless such person shall enter 
into such indenture while in a state of perfect freedom, 
and on condition of a d«^nd: ^cfe consideration, received 
or to be received for their service, except as before ex- 
cepted. Nor shall any indenture of any Negro or Mu- 
latto heresifter made and executed out of the State, or 
if made in the State where the term of service ex- 
ceeds one year, be of the least validit}', except those 
given in the case of apprenticeships.. 

Sect. 3. That all men have a natural and indefea- 
sible right to worship Almighty God^ according to the 
dictates of their conscience ; that no human authori- 
ty can in any case whatever, controul or interfere with 
tJie rights of conscience ; that no man shall be com- 
pelled to attend, erect, or support, any place of wor- 
ship, or to maintain any ministry against his consent, 
and that no preference shall ever be given, by law, to 
any religious society or mode of worship, and no reli- 
gious test shall be required as a qualification to any of- 
fice of trust or profit. But religion, momlity and know- 
ledge, being essentially necessary to the good govern- 
ment and the happiness of mankind, schools and the 
means of instruction shall forever be encouraged by 
legislative pix)\ision, not inconsistent with the rights of 
conscience. 

Sect. 4. Private property ought and shall ever be 
held inviolate, but always subservient to the public wel- 
fare, provided a compensation in money be made to 
the owner. 

Sect. 5. That the people shall be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers and possessions, from all un- 
warrantable searches and seizures, and that general 
warrants whereby an officer may be commanded to 
search suspected places, without probable evidence of 

the 
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the fact committed, or to seize any person or persons 
not named, whose offences are not particularly describ- 
ed, and without oath or affirmation, are dangerous to 
liberty, and shall not be granted. 

Sect. 6. That the Printing Presses shall be open 
and free to every citizen who wishes to examine the 
proceedings of any branch of government, or the con- 
duct of any public officer, and no law shall ever 
restrain the right thereof. Every citizen has an indis- 
putable right to speak, write, or print, upon any subject 
as he thinks proper, being liable for the abuse of that 
liberty. In prosecutions for any publication respect- 
ing the official conduct of men in a public capacity, or 
where the matter published is proper for public informa- 
tion, the truth thereof may always be given in evidence, 
and in all indictments for libels, the jury shall have a 
right to detennine the law and the facts, under the di- 
rection of the Court, as in other cases. 

Sect. 7. That all Courts shall be open, and every 
person for an injury done him in his lands, goods, per- 
son or reputation, shall have remedy by the due course 
of law, and right and justice administered without de- 
nial or delay. 

Sect. 8. That the right of trial by jury shall be in- 
violate. 

Sect. 9. That no power suspending the laws shall be 
exercised, unless by the Legislature. 

Sect* 10, That no person arrested or confined in jail, 
shall be treated with unnecessary rigor, or be put to an- 
swer any criminal charge, but by presentment, indict- 
ment or impeachment. 

Sect. 11. That in all criminal prosecutions, the ac- 
cused hath a right to be heard by himself and his coun- 
sel, to demand the nature and cause of the accusation 
against him, and to have a copy thereof; to meet the 
witnesses face to face ; to have compulsory process for 
obtaining witnesses in his favor, and in prosecutions by 
indictment or presentment, a speedy public trial by an 
impartial jury of tiie county or district in which the of- 
fence shall have been committed, and shall not be com- 
oelled to give evidence against himself, nor shall he be 

ce put in jeopardy for the same ofTence. 



STATE OF OHIO, 345 

Skct. 12, That all persons shall be bailable by sufB- 
cient sureties, unless for capital offences, where the 
pix>of is evident or the presumption great, and the pri- 
vilege oftkQ vrvit of habeas corfiua shall not be suspended, 
unless when in case of rebellion or invasion, the pub- 
lic safetymay require it. 

Skct. 13. Excessive bail shall not be required, ex- 
cessive fines shall not be imposed, nor cruel and unusual 
punishments inflicted. 

Sect. 14. All penalties shall be proportioned to the 
nature of tlie offence. No wise legislature will affix 
the same punishment to the crimes of theft, forgery and 
the like, which they do to those of murder and treason. 
When the same undistinguishing severity is exerted a- 
gainst all offences, the people are led to forget the real 
tlistinction in the crimes themselves, and to commit the 
most flagrant with as little compunction as they do the 
lightest offences. For the same reasons, a multitude of 
sanguinary laws are both impolitic and unjust ; the true 
design of all punishments being to reform, not to ex- 
terminate mankind. 

Sect. 15. The person of a debtor, where there is 
not strong presumption of fraud, shall not be continu- 
ed in prison, after delivering up his estate for the bene- 
fit of his creditor or creditors, in such manner as shall 
be prescribed by law. 

Sect. i6. No ex fioat facto law, nor any law im- 
pairing the validity of contracts, shall ever be made, 
and no conviction shall work corruption of blood nor 
forfeiture of estate. 

Sect. 17. That no person shall be liable to be 
ti-ansported out of this State for any offence committed 
within the State. 

Sect. i8. That a frequent recurrence to the funda- 
mental principles of civil government, is absolutely ne- 
cessary to preserve the blessings of Liberty. 

Sect. i9. That the People have a right to assemble 
together, in a peaceable manner, to consult for their 
common goo-'i, to instruct their Representatives, and to 
apply to the Legislature for redress of grievances. 

That 
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Sect. 20. That the people have aright to bear arms 
for the defence of themselves aiid the State; and. as stafld- 
ing armies in the time of peace are dangerous to li- 
berty, they shall not be kept up, and that the military 
shall be kept under strict subordination to the civil 
power. 

Sect. 2 1. That no person in this State, except such 
as are employed in the army or navy of the United 
States, or militia in actual service, shall be subject to 
coi'poral punishmeat under the military law. 

Sect. 22. That no soldier, in time of peace, be quar- 
tered in any house without the consent of the owner, 
nor in time of war but in the manner prescribed by law- 

Sect, 23. That the levying taxes by the poll is griev- 
ous and oppressive, therefore the Legislature shall ne- 
ver levy a poll tax for county or state purposes- 

Sect. 24. That no hereditary emoluments, jwivi- 
leges, or honours shall ever be granted or conferred by 
tliis State. 

Sect. 25. That no law shall be passed to prevent the 
poor in the several counties and townships within this 
State, from an equal participation in the schools^ acade- 
mies, colleges, and universities within this State, which 
are endowed, in whole or in part, from the revenue a- 
rising from the donations made by the United States 
for the support of schools and colleges ; and the doors 
of the said schools, academies and universities,, shall 
be open for the reception of scholars, students and 
teachers of every grade, without any distinction, or 
preference whatever, contrary to the intent for which 
the said donations were made. ' 

Sect. 26. That laws shall be passed by the Legisla- 
ture, which shall secure to each and every denomina- 
tion of religious Societies in each surveyed township 
which now is, or may hereafter be formed in the State, 
j^n equal participation, according to their number of 
adherents, of the profits arising from the land granted 
by Congress for the support of Religion, agreeably to 
the ordinance or act of Congress, making the appro- 
priation. 

That 
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Ss€T. 2f. That evexj associatidn of persons, when 
regnlaclyc foroied withia thisState) and having given 
themselves a naaie, may^ on s^p{>tication to the Legis* 
lature, be entitled to receive letters of incorporation^ 
to enable them to hold estates, real and personaU for 
the support of their schools, academies, colleges, uni« 
yerstties, and other purposes. 

S£CT.28« To guard against the transgressions of the 
high powers which we have delegated, we declare, that 
all powers, not hereby delegated, remain with the 
People. 

SCHEDULE. 

Sect* i. That no evils or inconveniences majr arise 
from the change of a territorial government to a per« 
paanent State Government, it is declared by this Con- 
'/ention, that all rights, suits, actions prosecutions, 
claims and contracts, both as it respects individuals 
^d bodies corporate, shall continue as if no change 
had taken place in this government. 

S£CT. 2. All fines, penalties, and forfeijtures, due 
imd owing to the territory of the United States, north- 
west of the river Ohio, shall inure to the use of theState. 
All bonds executed to the Governor, or any other of- 
ficer in his official capacity, in the territory, shall pass 
over the Governor, or the other ofEcers of the State, 
and their successors in office, for the use of the State, 
«>r by him or them to be respectively assigned over to 
the use of those concerned, as the case may be. 

Sect. 3. The Governor, Secretary, and Judges, and 
{JJ other ofEcers imder the territorial government, shall 
continue in the exercise of the duties of their rei^c-* 
tive departments, until the said oifi<pes are superseded 
under the authority of this Constitution* 

Sect. «^^iy( iKwa and ^arts of law:S, now in ibrce in 
Aia territory, not inconsistent with this Constitution, 
shall continue and remain in full effect imtil repealed by 
the Legislature, except so much of the Act entitled, 
M Ao Act regulating the admission and practice of at- 
tomies and counsellors at law ;" and of the Act made 
imeiidirtQry thereto^ aa relates to the term of time 

P which. 
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which the applicant shall have studied law, his residence 
within the territory, and the term of time which he shall 
have practised as an attorney at law, before he can be 
admitted to the degree of a counsellor at law. 

Sect. 5. The Governor of the State shall make use 
of his private stal, until a State seal be procured. 

Sect. 6. The President of the Convention shall issue 
writs of election to the Sherifls of the several counties, 
requiring them to proceed to the election of a Gover- 
nor, Members of the General Assembly, sheriffs and 
coroners, at the respective election districts* in each 
county, on the second Tuesday of January next, which 
elections shall be conducted in the manner prescribed 
by the existing election laws of diis territory ; and the 
members of the General Assembly, sherifis and coro* 
ners, then elected, shall continue to exercise the duties 
of their respective offices, until the next annual or 
biennial election thereafter, as prescribed in this Con- 
stitution, and no longer, 

Sect. 7. Until the first enumeration shall be made, 
as. directed in the second section of the first article of 
this Constitution, the county of Hamilton shall be en- 
titled to four Senators and eight Representatives. The 
county of Clennont, one Senator and two Representa- 
tives. The county of Adams, one Senator and three 
Representatives. The county of Ross, two Senators 
and four Representatives. The county of Fairfield, 
one Senator and two Representatives. The county of 
Washington, two Senators and thfee Representatives. 
The county of Belmont, one Senator and two Repre- 
sentatives. The county of- Jefferson, two Senators and 
four Represenfarives ; and the county of Trumbull, one 
Senator and two Representatives. 

Done in Convention at Chillicothe, the 29th day of 
November, in the year of our Lord 1 802, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America 
the 27th. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto subscribed 
ou^r names. 

EDW. TIFFIN, President, 
*nd jRefireeentativc /romthc County of Rou. 
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*Jtdami County, 
Jof. Darlington, 
Ifrael Donaldfon, 
Tho. Kirker. 

Belmora County. 
James Caldwell, 
Elijah Woods. 

Clermont County, 
Philip Gatch, 
James Sargent. 

Fairfield C&unty. 
Henry Abrams, 
£m. Carpenter. 

Hamilton County, 
John W. Browne, 



Charies W. Byrd, 

Fra. Dunlavy, 
Wm. Goforth, 
John Kitchell, 
Jer. Morrow, 
John Paul, 
John Reily> 
John Smith, 
John Wilfon. 

yefferfon County, 
Radolph Bear, 
Geo. Humphry, 
John Milligan, 
Jfath. Updegraff, 
Baz. WeUs. 
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If of* County, 
Mich. Baldwin^ 
James Grubb> 
Nath.,Mairie, 
T. Worthington. 



TrumbtUl County, 
David Abbot, 
Sam. Huntington. 

Wa/hington County » 
Eph. Cutler, 
Ben. Ives Gilman, 
John M'Intire, 
Rufus Putnam. 



Atteft, 



THO. SCOTT, Sk; 
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DISTRICT or COLUMBIA- 

jin ACT concerning the District qf Columbia* 

BEtV enacted bif the Senate and Houie qfRetireseiUaitve^ 
of the United States i^ America in Congress a9ae?nbie{if, 
Tkat the laws of the State of Virginia, as they now eidsty 
shall be and continue in force, in that part of the dis* 
trict of Columbia which was ceded by the said State to 
the United State99 and by them accepted for the perixia* 
xient seat of government : and that the laws of the State 
of Maryland as tb^ now exist, shall be and continue in 
force iti that part of the ssud district which was ceded 
by that State to the United States, and by them ac^ 
cepted as aforesaid. 

Sect- 2- Be it further enacted^ That the ssdd district 
of Columbia shall be formed into two counties, one coun«* 
ty shall contain all that part of said district which lies 
on the east side of the river Potomack, together with 
the Islands therein, and shall be called the county of 
Washington— .the other county shall contain all that 
part of said district which lies on the west side of said 
river, and shall be sailed the county of ALExANDR^A- 
and the said river, in its whole course through said dis- 
trict, shall be taken and deemed, to all intents and pur-* 
poses, to be within both of said counties* 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted y That there shall be -a 
Court in said district which shall be called the Circuit 
Court of the District of Columbia-^-and the said Court 
and the judges thereof, shall have all the powers by law- 
vested in the circuit Courts (and the judges of the cir« 
cuit Courts of the United States). Said Court shall con* 
sist of one Chief Judge, and two Assistant Judges re* 
Bident within said district, to hold their respective offU 
ces during good behaviour, any two of whom shall con- 
stitute a quorum : and each of the said Judges shall, be- 
"•^re he enter on his office, take the oath or affirmation- 
pro* 
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immded by law to be taktn by the judges •£ the cir- 
cuit Courts of the United States ; and the said Court 
shall have potrer to appoint a Clerk of the Court in each 
of said counties, who shall take the oath, and give a 
bond with sureties, in the manner directed for Clerks of 
the district Courts, in the act to establish the Judiciary 
of the United States. 

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted^ That said Court shall 
annually hold four sessions in each of said counties, to 
commence as follows, to wit : for the county of Wash- 
ington, at the city of Washington, in the fourth Mon- 
days of March) June, September, and December : for 
the county of Alexandria, at Alexandria, on the second 
Mondays of January, April, July, and the £rst Mon- 
day of October. 

Skct. 5. Be it further enacted^ That said Court shall 
have cognizance of all crimes and offences committed 
within said district ; and of all cases in law and equity 
between parties, both or either of which shall be resi- 
dent, or be found, within said district — and also of all 
actions, or suits, of a civil nature, at common law or in 
(equity, in which the United States shall be plaintiffs or 
con^lainants ; and of all seizures on land or water, and 
of all penalties and forfeitures made, arising, or accru- 
ing, under the laws of the United States. 

Sect. 6. Provided, And be it further enacted^ That 
all local actions shall be commenced in their proper 
counties, and that no action or suit shall be brought 
before said Court by any original process against any 
person who shall not be an inhabitant of, or found with- 
in, said district attl>e time of serving the writ. 

Sect. 7. Beit further enacted, That there shall be a 
Marshal for tlie said District, who shall have the custo- 
dy of the jails of said counties, and be accountable for 
the safe keeping of all prisoners legally committed 
therein — and he shall be appointed for the same term, 
shall take the same oath, give a bond with sureties in 
the same manner, shall have generally within said dis- 
trict the same powers, and perform the same duties, as 
-is by law directed and provided in case .of Marshals o f 
the United SUtes. Be 
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Sect. 8. Beit further enacted^ That any final judg- 
ment, order or decree^ in said circuit, wherein the mat- 
ter in dispute, exclusive of costs, shall exceed the va- 
lue of one hundred dollars, may be i*e-examined, and 
reversed or affirmed, in the Supreme Court of the 
United States, by writ of error or appeal, which shall 
be prosecuted in the same manner under the same re- 
gulations, and the same proceedings shall be had there- 
in, as is, or sliall be provided, in the case of writs of 
error on judgments, or appeals upon orders or decrees, 
rendered in the CircuitCourts of the United States. 

Sect. 9, Be it further enacted^ That there shall be ap- 
pointed an attorney of the United States for said districti 
who shall take the oath, and perform all the duties re- 
quired of the district attomies of the United States-~and 
the said attorney, marshal, and clerk?, shall be entitled 
to receive for their respective services, the same fees, 
perquisites and emoluments which are by law allowed 
respectively to the attorney, marshal, and clerk of the 
United States for the district of Maryland. 

Sec T- 10. Be it-further enactedy That the Chief Judge 
to be appointed by virtue of this act, shall receive aa 
annual salary of two thousand dollars, and the two as- 
sistant Judges of sixteen hundred dollars each, to be 
paid quarterly at the treasury of the United States. 

Sect, x i . Be it further enact td^ That there shall be ap- 
pointed in and for each of the said counties such 
number of discreet persQns to be Justices of the Peace, 
as the President of tlie United States shall, from time 
think expedient, to contmue in office five years ; and 
such justices having taken an oath for the faithful and 
impartial discharge of the duties of the office, shall 
in all matters civil and criminal, and in whatever re- 
lates to the conservation of the Peace, have all tjie 
powers usually vested in Justices, 2ind shall perform, 
all the duties required of Justices of the Peace, as 
individual magistrates, by the laws herein before con- 
tinued in force in those parts of said district, fcr which 
they shall have been respectively appointed,, and they 
shall have cognizance in all personal demands to the 
value of twenty dollars, exclusive of costs^ which sum 

they 
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they shall not exceed, any law to the contnrry notwith- 
standing ; and they shall be entitled to receive for their 
services, the fees allowed for like services, by the laws 
herein before adopted, and continued in the eastern part 
of said district. 

Sect. i2. ^d be it further enacted^ That there shall 
be appointed in and for the said counties, a register 
of wills, and a judge to t>e called the judge of the Or- 
phan's Court, who shall each take an oath for the faith* 
ful and. impartial discharge of the duties of his office 
— and shall have all the powers, perform all the duties, 
and receive the like fees, as are exercised, performed 
and received, by the registers of ^vills, and judges of 
the Orphan's Court within the State of Maryland— vand 
appeals from the said Couns shall be .to the Circuit 
Court of said district, who shall therein have all the pow« 
ers of Chancellor of the said State. 

Sect. i3. And be it further enacted^ That all cases 
where judgment or decrees have been obtained, or here- 
after shall be obtained, on suits now depending in any 
of the Courts of the Commonwealth of Virginia, or 
of the State of Maryland, where the defendant resides, 
or has property within the district of Columbia, it shall 
lie lawful for the plaintiif in such case, upon filing an 
exempliiication of the record and proceedings in such 
suits, with the Clerk of the County where the defendant 
resides, or his property may be found, to sue out writs 
of execution thereon, returnable to tlie said Court, 
"Which shall be proceeded on in the same manner as if 
the judgment or decree had originally been obtained in 
the said Court. 

Sect. i4. And he it further enacted^ That all actions, 
sui|s, ' process, pleadings, and other proceedings of what 
nature or kind soever, depending or existing in the 
Coui*ts of Hustings for the towns of Alexandria and 
George-Town, shall be and hereby are continued over 
to the Ciri^uit Courts, to be holden by virtue of this Act, 
within the District of Columbia, in manner following, 
that is to say — all such as sb^dl then be depending 
and undetermined before the Court of Hustings for the 
town of Alexandria, to the next Circuit Court hereby 
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dtreeted to%e hMett m the town of AltxAttdrhi— and^ 
an such as shall then be depending and ntidetermlned 
before the court of luMthigs for George-Town, to the 
next Circuit Court hslKiiyy directed to be holden in the 
city of Washington :• Provided neoertheleea^ That wberc^ 
the personal demand in stich cases, exclusive of costs» 
does not exceed the value of twenty dollars, the Justi- 
ces of the Peace witlnn their respective counties, shall' 
have cognizance thet*eof. 

Sect. i5. And be U further enacted^ That all writ* 
and processes whatsoever, which shall hereafter issue 
from the courts hereby established within the district^, 
shall be tested in the name of the chief judge of the 
district of Columbia. 

Sect. i6. And be kfitrther enacPed^ That nothing in 
this Act contained shaU in anywise aker, impeach) or 
impair the rights granted hy or derived from the acts of 
incocporation of Alexandria and George-Town, or of 
any other body corporate or politic within said disftrict/ 
except so far as relates to the judicial powers of the 
corporations of George-Town and Alexandria. 

AJSr ACT 
Supplementary to the Act^ entitled << an Act concerning 

the District of Columbia" 

Sect. i. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re'^ 
presentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled^ That the Circuit Courts for the District of 
Columbia shall be, and they are hereby invested with 
the same power respecting constables, inspectors and 
the inspection of tobacco and fiour^ surveyors, mills, 
highways and ferries, for the county of Alexandria, as 
have heretofore been vested in the county Courts of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, and for the county of Wash- 
ington, the same power and authority as have been 
heretofore exercised by the county and levy Courts of 
the State of Maryland-— with power to appoint to all 
other offices necessary for the said district, under the 
laws of the respective States of Maryland and Virgi- 
nia : And all ofi&cers for whom no special provision i& 

made 
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ihade by this act, or the act to which this is a sup- 
plement, shall receive the same fees and emoluments* 
as they have respectively received under the jurisdicdoa 
of the respective States. 

Sect. 2, jind be it further enacted^ That all indict* 
ments shall run in the name of the United States, and con- 
clude against the peace and government thereof— and 
an fines, penalties and forfeitures, accruing under the 
laws of the States of Maryland and Virginia, and 
which by adoption have become the laws of this Dis* 
trict, shidl be recovered with costs, by indictment or 
information in themame of the United States, or by ac-, 
tionof debt, in the name of the United States and of 
the informer— ione half of which fine shall accrue to 
the district, and the other half to the informer — and 
the said lines shall be collected by or paid to the marshal; 
and one half thereof shall be by him paid over to thq 
Board of Commissioners herein after established, and 
the other half to the informer ; and the marshal shall 
have the same power regarding their collection, and be 
subject to the same rules and regulations as to the payr 
inent thereof, as the ShenfTs of the respective States 
of Maryland and Virginia are subject to in xelation to 
the same. 

Sect. 3. And ^e it further enacted^ That all felonies 
committed within the county of Alexandria, shall be 
punished in the same manner as crimes were punisha* 
We by the laws of Virginia, as they existed prior to tlie 
year i 796; and the circuit Court of Alexandria, shall 
possess and exercise the same power and jurisdiction 
civil and criminal, as is now possessed and exercised 
by the district Courts of Virginia. 

Sect. 4. And be it further enacted-, That the Magi* 
«trates to be appointed for the said District, shall be, 
and they are hereby constituted a Board of Commissi* 
oners within their respective counties, and shall possess 
and exercise the same powers, perform the same duties, 
receive the same fees and emolments as the levy Courts 
or Commissioners of County for the State of Maryland 
possess, perform^ and receive \ and the Clerks and CoL 

P 3 lee- ' 
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lectors to be by them appointed, shall lie subject to the 
same laws, perform the same duties, possess the same 
power, and receive the same fees and emoluments, as 
the Clerks and Collectors of the county tax of the State 
of Maryland are entitled to receive. 

Sect. 5. Jind be it further enacted^ That the Clerks 
of the Circuit Court, shall within their respective dis- 
tricts be bound to perform the same duties, respecting 
the recording of deeds and all otlier services, and shall 
receive the skme fees and emoluments for the same 
(except in those cases provided for in the ninth section, 
of the act to which this is a supple .nent) as are now 
performed and received by the Clerks of the counties of 
the respective States of Maryland and Virginia. 

Sect. 6. And be it further enactedy That in all cases 
where the Constitution or laws of the United States pro- 
vide that criminals and fugitives from justice, or per- 
sons held to labour in any State, escaping into another 
State, shall be delivered up, the Chief Justice of the 
said distiict shall be, and he is hereby empowered and 
required to cause to be apprehended and delivered up 
such criminal fugitive from justice, or persons fleeing 
from service, as the case may be, who shall be found 
within the district, in the same manner and under tlie 
same regulations as the executive authority of the seve- 
ral iStates are required to do the same — and all execu- 
tive and judicial officers are hereby required to obey all 
lawful precepts or other process issued for that purpose^ 
and to be aiding and assisting in such delivery. 

Sect. 7. And be it further enacted^ That it shall be 
lawful for the sheriffs and collectors of public dues for 
the counties of Montgomeiy and Prince George, in the 
State of Maryland, and for the sheriffs of Fairfax coun- 
ty in the Commonwealth of Virginia, and they shall 
respectively have full power and authority to enter into 
those parts of the now District of Columbia, which 
were heretofore within the limits of their respective bai- 
liwicks, for the purposes of collecting, by distress or 
otherwise, as they were heretofore authorised to do, 
«11 OS, cera fear, state taxes and county taxes, levies, fines 

and 
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and other public duesy which were due on the first Mon- 
da,y of December one thousand eight, hundred, and 
still rem^n uncollected from persons residing or hav- 
ing property subject to the payment of such Officers' 
fees, State taxes, and County taxes, and levies within 
the said district ; and all disputes or controversies that 
do or may arise between such Sheriff or Collector, and 
the person or persofts froixx whom he or they may claim 
•^uch public, dues> shall be cognizable before and tried 
by the respective State Courts to whom the trial of such 
controversies heretofore belonged, and not before the 
Court of the District of Columbia. 

Sect. 8. And be it Juvther enacted^ That it. shall and 
may be lawful for the Sheriffs of the said counties of 
Montgomery and Prince George, in the State of Ma- 
ryland, and . for the Sheriff of Fairfax county in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, and they shall respectively 
have full power and authority to. enter into those parts 
of the now District of Columbia which were heretofore 
within the limits of their respective bsuliwicks, for the 
purpose of arresting, and conducting to the respective 
gaols under their keeping and care as they heretofore 
might have done, had the law to which this is a supple- 
ment never passed ; each and every person within the 
limits of th^ District of Columbia, upon whom such 
'SheriiF hath heretofore served a writ of cafiias ad eam^ 
faciendumj capias ad resfiondendum'^ attachment, or other 
process issuing from any State Court, which commands 
and requires such Sheriff to have the body of the per- 
son before the Court from which such writ or process 
hath issued* 

Sect. 9. jind be further enacted^ That where, by this 
act, and the act to which this is a supplement, appoint- 
ments are authorized to be made by the Circuit Couits 
of the District, it shall be lawful for the Chief Judge, 
with one of the associate Justices of the said Court, 
to make such appointments. 
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Mir ACT 

AdcUtionaif&j and amentk^^ry ofi imAct^ mHded^ ^mt Jit$ 
ctmctrntng the DUtrkt vf Cobandia/' - ' 

{Approved May 3, 1802.] 

BE k enacted by the Senate mtd House of Refireeentattue^ 
ff* the United SMeo ef America in Congress ossembM^ 
That the Circuit Cmit «f tlie comitf of WashiagtoiH 
in The Terrkwry of Cotum^f shaH have power to pit>- 
cecd in ell Commoa law and Chancery causes, whiek 
now are or hereafter shall be instituted before it, m 
which either of the parties reside without the said ter^ 
ritory, in the same manner that non-residents are 
proceeded against in the general Court, or in the Sk^ 
preme Court of Chancery in the State of Maryland. 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted^ That the Cir* 
euit Court of the county of Alexandria, in the District 
of C<^umbia, shall hai^ power to proceed in all com« 
mon law and chancery causes, which now are, or here« 
after shall be instituted before it, in which either of the 
parties are non-i*esidents of said District of Cohimbiat 
in the same way, and under the same regulations ob« 
served by the District Court, or by the High Court of 
Chancery in Virginiai in proceeding against non-re^* 
dents. 

Sect* And he it further enacted^ That the Courts o^ 
the counties of Alexandria and Washington shall here- 
after be holden at the periods following, to wit ; For 
the county of Alexandria,on the 4th Monday of June and 
November«-and for the county of Washington, on the 
fourth Monday of July and December, in eacdh year ; 
and all process heretofore issued &om the offices of the 
said Courts, and not yet returned, shall be returnable 
to the first day of the sessions of the said Courts, re* 
spectively ; and all causes now depending in the same, 
shall etand adjourned and continued over to the next 
sessions of the said Courts as established by this act.-— 
And the said Courts are hereby invested with the same 
power of holding adjourned sessions that are exercised 
**T the Couits of Maryland. 

And 
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SecT. 4. And he it fiirthcr enactedy That no ca/iiaa ad 
^oHsfaciendum ^Mfi hcteaftep wsue on aiiy jucJgment 
tendered by a single magistrate, or in any case where 
*he judgment exclusive cJ costs, shsJi not 'exceed twen- 
ty-dollars ; but that in such cases execution shall be on- 
ly on the goods and chatties of the debtor, and afaall 
issue by order of the justice who may have taken cog- 
nizance of the action i&'om the clerks ofHce, and shall 
be returnable thereto. That all such executions be 
returnable on tke first Monday in every month ; and 
that the same, and also the warrant to bring the party 
before the justice, be directed to one of the constables 
whose duty it shall be to obey the same. That each 
of the said constables shall give bond, with one suffi- 
cient surety, to be approved of by any one of the dis- 
trict Judges, for the faithful execution of the dudes 
of his oCHce, in the sum of five hundred dollars. That 
the Clerk's fees for issuing and filing the return of ev- 
ery such execution, shall be Pmenty five cents : The 
constable's fees forretam and service,shan be fifty cents .• 
Qfid that a commission of eight per cent, be allowed the 
constable for every sum thereon by him levied. 

Sect. 5. J^d be it further enactedy That so much 
of the original act to which this is a further supple- 
ment, as confines the jurisdiction of the courts of this 
territory to cases between parties who are inhabitants 
of, or residents within, the same, shall not be construed 
to extend to any case where, by the laws of Maryland 
and Virginia, respectively, attachments may issue to 
affect the property of absconding debtoi*s, or others 
having property within the district, and whose persoiui 
are not answerable to the process of the Court. 

Sect. 6* A7id be it Jkdrtiter enacted^ That the taxes to 
be levied in the county of Alexandria, shall hereafter 
be assessed by the Justices • of the Peace of the said 
county ; and the poor of the town and country parts of 
the said county of Alexandria, shall be provided for 
respectively, in like manner as the county and corpora- 
tion courts were authorised to do by the laws of Virgi- 
nia, as they stxx>d in force within the said county, tm, 
tliefest Monday of December, in the year 1800, 
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Sect. 7. And be it further enacted^ That no part of 
the laws of Virginia or Maryland, declared by an act 
of Congress, passed the 27th day ol February, one 
thousand eight hundred and one, " Concerning the Dis- 
trict of Columbia/ to be in force within the said dis- 
trict, (shall ever be construed so as to prohibit the own- 
ers of slaves to hire them within, or remove them to 
the said district) in the same way as was practised pri* 
or to the passage of the above recited act. 

Sect* 8. And be it further en.cted^ That so much of 
two acts of Congress, the one passed on the twenty-se- 
venth day of February one thousand eight hundred and 
one, entided, " an Act concerning the District of Colum- 
bia," the other passed the third day. of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and one, supplementary to the 
slforesaid act, as provides for the compensation to be 
made to certain Justices of the Peace thereby creat- 
ed, and for compensation to the jurors attending the 
Courts within said district, except so much thereof as 
relates to their travelling expences attending the same, 
shall be, and is hereby repealed— and jurors in future) 
shall serve in the said Courts, and be summoned to at- 
tend the same in like manner as jurors serve, and were 
summoned in the Courts of Virginia, prior to the pass- 
age of the above recited act. 

Sect. 9. And be itjurther enacted^ That ordinary li- 
censes, retailers licenses, and hawkers and pedlars li- 
censes, shall be granted by the Circuit Court of the said 
district in the respective counties, as the same were 
heretofore granted by the Courts of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, respectively : and the several Judges of the said 
Circuit Court shall have like authority to grant such U* 
cences in vacation, as the justices of the Courts of Ma- 
ryland and Virginia heretofore possessed : And the 
money arising from such licenses, shall be applied to 
the use and benefit of the said counties respectively, in 
such manner, and to such purposes,as the justices of the 
levy Courts in the same shall appoint and direct. 

Sect. 10. And be it furtfier enactedy That the mar- 
•^hal of the distiict of Columbia be, and he hereby is 

au> 
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authorized and directed, ivith the approbation of the 
President of the United States, to cause a good and suf- 
ficient j<xli U: be built within the City of Washington, 
and that ; wr not exceeding eight thousand dollars be, 
andt\.', .-.-i- h .rcby is appropriated to that purpose, to 
be paid oa . t. \:' "^>pix)priated monies in theTreasury. 
Sect, ll a ■;/ ^' . 'further enacted^ That the corpo- 
ration of Gcor-jT/^uvu . 'he district of Columbia, Shall 
have full power ami • v.-.i-:- .V. . \n tax any particular part 
or disirict of Um k •:•. i n living the streets, lanes or 
alleys therein, or :« i s!' .mg wells, or erecting pumps, 
which may apj^^ar to:- the benefit of such particular part 
or district., provided that the rate tax so to be levied shall 
not exceed two dollars per foot front, and that the same 
shall be enforced and collected in the same manner that 
the taxes which the said corporation had heretofore been 
authorised to lay and coUej:t. 

Sect- 12. ^nddc it further enacted^ That articles in« 
spected atone port in the said district, shall not be sub- 
ject to a second inspection at any other port in the said 
district. 

Sect. 13. And be '^ it further enacted^ That the Pre- 
sident of the United States be authorized to cause the 
Militia of the respective counties of Washington and 
Alexandria to be formed into regiments and other corps, 
conformably, as nearly as may be, to the laws of Ma- 
ryland and Virginia, as they stood in force in the said 
counties, respectively, on the first Monday in Decem- 
ber in the year one thousand eight hundred, and that 
he appoint and commission, during pleasure, all such 
officers of the militia of the said district, as he may 
think proper — that he be authorized to call them into 
. service, in like manner as the executive of Maryland 
and Virginia were authorized in the counties of Wash- 
ington and Alexandria, respectively, on the fii^st Mon- 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred. And 
that such militia, when in actual service, be entitled to 
the same pay and emoluments as the militia of the 
United States, when called out by the President. 
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T4 mccrp9rMt$ Hke FnhsUtamts 0/ the City tf Wafkb^toM £»» 

the Diflria of Columbia^ 

[Approved May 3, iSo2.] 

Be it enacted by the Senate mid Mm ft of ReprtfimUUiiHa 
rf the United States tf America in Cengrefs afftmbUdf 
That the Inbaintants of the City of WaihiDgton be 
coirfHtuced a bodjr politic aod corporate by the oafiie of 
« Mayor ao4 Council of the City of Wafliiogtoii^ an4 
by their corporate name, may foe and be fuedy im* 
•plead and be impleaded} grants receivet and do all 
other aAj as natural persons, and may purcbale aad 
hold, real, perfonal, aod mixed property^ or difpofe 
of the fame for the benefit of the faid City ; and may 
have and u(e a City Seal, which maybe broken or al- 
tered at pleafure. The City of Wa(hington fliall be di«» 
vided into three divifions or wards, as now divided by . 
the levy Court for the county, for the purpofe of aflefl^ 
menr, but the number may be increafed hereafter, ai 
in.the wifdom of the City Council fhall feera moft coa* 
ducive to the geaeral intereil and convenience. 

•Sect. %, And be it fmtbtr enacted^ That the Council 
of the City of Walbington (hall confift of twelve mem* 
hers, refidenta of the City, and upwa^rds of twenty* 
five years of age, to be divided into two chambers 1 the 
firft chamber to confifl of 7, and the zd of 5 members r 
the 2d chamber to be chofen from the whole number of 
Counfeilors eleded by their joint ballot. The City 
Council to be eleAed annually by ballot, in a seneral 
ticket by the free white male inhabitants of full age, 
who have relided twelve months in the City, and paid 
t^vgs therein the year preceding the clc(51ion*s being 
htti : the Juilices of the county of Walbington, re(i- 
dtai in the City, or any three of ihcm, to prefide as 

jud- 
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>t3^^«3 of election, with focfa a(!bciates as tke Coon- 
cil inay from time to time appornt, 

3 E c T . 3 Ar^'i he it jurther cnaCttd^ That the firll elec- 
tion of iDembe.s for the City Council Ihall be held on the 
fiWtMonday in June next, and in every year afterwards, 
at iiich place, in each ward, as the Judges of the elec- 
tion may preicribe. 

Skct. 4. And he if fufiher enaffedf That the, polls /half 
be kept open irom 8 o'clock in the morning till 7 o'clock 
in the evening, and no longer, for the reception of bal- 
lots. On the ciodng of the poll, the Judges fhall clofe 
and feal their ballot boxes, apd meet 00 the day follow- 
ing in the prefence of the marlhal of the diHriift, on 
the iirfl election, and rhe Council afterwards, when 
the feals fiiallbe broken, and the votes counted ; with* 
in three days afcer fnch election, they fliall give notice 
to the peribns having the greateft nomber of legal 
votes, that they are duly dented, and ihall make their 
return to the mayor of the City. 

Sect. 5. And be it further ena&edj That the Mayor 
of the City fhall be appointed, annually» by the Prefi'* 
dent of the United States : He muft be a citizen of the 
United States, and a refident of the City, prior to his 
appointment* 

Sect. 6. And be it further enaded^ That the Chy Coun« 
cil ihall hold their feiHons in the City Hall, or until fuch 
building is ere<5^ed, in fuch place as the Mayor may 
provide for that pnrpole, on the fecond Monday in 
June, in every year i but the Mayor may convene them 
oftener, if the public good require their deliberations. 
Three fourths of the Members of each Council nfty be 
a quorum to do budnefs, but a fmaller number may ad- 
journ from day to day ; they may compel the attend- 
ance of abfent members, in fuch manner, and under fuch 
penalties as they may by ordinance provide ; they fiiall 
appoint their refpective PreOdents, who (hall prelide 
during their feUions, and (hall vote on all queftions 
where there is an equal divifion ; they fhall fettle their 
rules of proceedings, appoint their own ofBcers, regu- 
late their refpeflive fees, and remove them at plea- 
fure ; they fliall judge of the eledtions, retnmt and qua- 
lified* 
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Ijfications of their own members ; and may^ witb the 
concurrence of three-fourths of the whole^ expel any 
member for diforderly behaviour, or maI-condu6t ia 
office^ but not a fecond time for the fame offence ; they 
fhall keep a journal of their proceedings, and enter the 
yeas and nays on any queftion, refolve or ordinance, ac 
the requefl of any member, and their deliberations 
ihail be public. The Mayor fliall appoint to all oiiices 
under the Corporation. AH ordinances or a£ts palTed by 
the City Council fhall be lent to the Mayor for appro- 
bation, and when approved by him, (hall then be obliga- 
tory asfuch. But if the faid Mayor fhall not approve 
of fuch ordinance era6t, he (hall return the fame with- 
in five days, with his reafons, in writing, therefor; 
and if three-fourths of both the branches of the City 
Council, on reconfideration thereof, approve of the 
fame, it fliall be in force, in like" manner as if he had 
approved it, unless the City Council, by their adjourn- 
meat, prevent its return. 

Sect. 7. And he it further enaQtd^ That the Corpora- 
tion aforefaid, fhall have full power and authority to 
pafsall bye laws and ordinances; to preirent and re- 
move nnifances , to prevent the introdudlion of conta- 
gious diifeafes wiihin the City; to eflabli/hnight watch- 
es or patroles, and ereft lamps ; to regulate the f>ation« 
ing, anchoring* and mooring of vefTcls ; to provide for 
licenfmg and regulating auctions, retailers of liquors, 
hackney carriages, waggons, carts and drays, and 
alfo pawn brokers within the City ; to reflrain or pro- 
hibit gambiing,and to provide for licennng,regulatingor 
retraining theatrical or other public amufements with- 
in the City ; to regulate and edabliih markets ; to e- 
re^ and repair bridges ; to keep in repair all neceflary 
flreets, avenues, drains and fewers, and to pafs regu- 
lations necefTary for the prefervation of the fame, a- 
greeably to the plan of the faid City ; to provide for 
the fafe keeping of the flandard of weights and mea- 
fures fixed by Congrefs, and for the regulation of all 
v/eights and meafures nfed in the City 1 to provide for 
the licenfing and regulating the fweeping of chimneys, 
x^d fixing Che rates thereof ; to cflabli£ and regulate 

£re 
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fire wards and fire companies ; to regulate and eOablifk 
the fizc of bricks that are to be made and uied in the 
City ; to (ink wells and ere6t and repair pumps in the 
flreets ; to impofe and appropriate fines, penalties and 
forfeitures for breach of their ordinances ; to lay and 
colledt taxes, to ena6t bye laws for the prevention and 
extinguifhrnent of fire ; and to pafs all ordinances ne- 
celTaryjo give effedt and operation to all the powers 
vefled in the Corporation of the City of Wafliington :— 
FrotJidedy That the bye laws or ordinances of the faid 
Corporation, Ihall be in no wife obligatory upon the 
perfonsof non-refidents of the faid City, unlefs in cafes 
of intentional violation of bye laws or ordinances pre- 
▼iouily promulgated : all fines, penalties and forfeiture! 
impoied by the City of Wci(hington, if not exceeding 
twenty dollars, (hall be recovered before a fingle iVIagi* 
ilrate, as Onall debts are, by law, recoverable ; and 
if fuch fines, penalties and forfeitures exceed the (urn 
of twenty dollars, the fame fhall be recovered by ac- 
tion of debt in the Diflri^l Courts of Columbia for the 
county of WaQiington, in the name of the Corpora* 
tioo and for the uie of the City of Wafhington, 

Sect, 8. And belt further intUied^ That the perfoa 
or persons appointed to collet any tax impofed in vir- 
tue of the powers granted by this a6l, fliall have autbo* 
rity to collect the fame by diftrefs and fale of the goods 
and chatties of the pcrfon chargeable therewith : np 
(ale (hall be made unlefs ten days previous notice there- 
of be given ; no law (hall be paifed by the City Coun- 
cil, fubje^ling vacant or improved City lots, or parts 
of lots, ro be fold for taxes 

Sect. 9, And be it further enacted^ That the City 
Council dial I provide for the fupport of the poor, infirm 
and difeafed of the City. 

Sect. 10, And be it further enaiied^ That no tax (hall 
be impofed by the City Council on real property in the 
faid City, at any higher rate than three quarters of one 
per centum^ on the afTefTmeaty valuaiioa of iuch pro- 
perty. 

And 
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Sbct. II. /ftulbf it further enaihd^ That this aft (halt 
be in force two years, from tbe paffing thereof, and 
from tbcnce to the end of the next feflioa of CoD£re(ii 
thereaftcTy and no longer. 



AN ACT 
Supplementary to an Ad^ entitled^ ^ An A& to in^ 
corporate the Inhabitants of the City of fVaJhinponj in 
the Jyiftriii of Columbia *' 

BE it ena&ed by the Senate an// Hmfe of Reprejhttatfves of 
the United States of America in Congi^fs aj/enibfed. That i fee 
A6i entitled ^* An Ml to incorporate the iDhabitanm of 
tbe City of Wa(hini^toD, in the Diftri^ of Columbia^'* 
except lb much of the fame is as incen^Hent tvith the 
previitoDs of thisA^, be, and the hme is bereby eontin* 
ocd in fti^rce for and during the term <A fiftieen years 
from tbe end of tbe next fefiitMi of Coagrefs. 

Sect, z. And be it further ennHedy That the Ceowril of 
tbe Cky of Wafiilngton, fVom and after the period for 
\^bich tbe metnjbers of tbe prei'ent CouBcil have beca 
ebded, iball ce&fiit of two Chambers, each ef wbicb 
&aii be compofed of nine tnenibers, to be chofen b/ 
diliia^ ballots, according to tbe directions of the Ai\ 
CO which this is a inpplentent ; a majority of each 
chamber fliaU conftitute a quorum to do bufinefs : la 
case vacancies (ball occur in the Council, the chamber 
in which the (ame may happen, fliaU iupply the fame by 
an ele£lson, by ballot from the 3 perfons next higbeit 
on the lift, to thole elected at the preceding election } 
and a majority of the whole number of the chamber 
in which fuch vacancy may happen, ihail be neceflary 
to make an election. 

Sect. 3. And be it further enaded^ Tliat the Council 
fliall have power to eitabliih and regulate the inipectioa 
of flour, t(5bacco, and falted provifions, the guaging of 
caflcs and ii<|uors, the ftorage of gunpowder, and all 
naval and inilitaryflores, not the property of theUnit^ 
ed States, 10 regulate the weight and quality of bread ; 
to tax and licence hawkers and pedlars s to reitrain or 

pro- 
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prohibit tipHoj; honfes, lotteries, and all ktods of gam* 
log ; to fuperintend the health of the City, to preierve 
the n^vigatTon of the Potomac and Anacofta rivers, ad- 
joining the City ; to erefl, repair, and regulate public 
wharves, and deepen docks and bafons ) to provide for 
the eflablifiifnent and fuperiiuendance of public fcbools t 
to licence and regulate, exclufively, hackney coaches, 
ordinary keepers, retailers asM) ferries t to provide 
for the appointment of infpeftors, conOables, and fuch 
other ofiicers as may be neceflary to execute the Uws 
of the Corporation, and to give fuch conipenfation to 
the Mayor of the City as they may deem nt. 

Sect. 4. And he it further enaQtd^ That the Levy 
Court of the county of Waihington fhall not hereafter 
poflefs the power of irapofing any tax on the inhabitants 
of the City of Wafbingtoo. 

NATH MACON, 
Speaker of the Unaife qf ReptefetOatiues^ 

JOHN BROWN, 

Prejident rf the Senate fr^umpare^ 

tebruary %4, 1 804. 

J/>f roved, TH. JEFFERSON. 



PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

TO THE 

FEDERAL CONSTITUTION. 



RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, two thirds of both Houses concur- 
ing, That in lieu of the third paragraph of tlie first sec- 
tion of the second article of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, the following be proposed as an jlmendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, which, when 
ratified by three-fourths of the Legislatures of theseve- 
Kd States, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, 
as part of the said Constitution, to wit : 

The Electors shall meet in their respecHve States, 
and vote, by ballot, for Pi'esident and Vice-President, 
one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of 
the same State with themselves ; they shall name, in 
their ballots, the person voted for as President, and, 
in distinct ballots, the person voted for as Vice-Presi- 
dent, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons 
voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as 
Vice-President;, and of the number of votes for each, 
which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit, 
sealed, to the seat of the government of the United 
States, directed to the President of the Senate— The 
President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the 
Senate and. House of Representatives, open all the cer- 
Vficates, and the votes shall then be counted. The 

per^ 
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person having the greatest number of votes for Presi- 
dent, shall be the President, if such number be a nia«> 
jority of the whole number of electors appointed ; and 
if no person have sucfh majority, then from the person 
having the highest numbers, not exceeding three on 
the list of those voted for as Pesident, the House of 
Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the 
President. But, in choosing the President, the votes 
shall be taken by States, the representation from each 
State having pne vote ; a quorum for this purpose shall 
consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the 
States, and a majority of all the States shall be necessary 
to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall 
not choose a President, whenever the right of choice 
shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March 
then next following^ then the Vice-President shall act 
^s President, as in case of the death or other constitu- 
tional disabilty of the President. 

The person having the greatest number of votes, as 
Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such 
number be a majority of the whole number of electors 
appointed, and, if no person have a majority, then, 
from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate 
shall choose the Vice-President — a quorum for the pur- 
pose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of 
Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be 
necessary to a choice. But no person, constitutionally 
ineligible to the office of President, shall be eligible to 
that of Vice-President of the United States. 



After long and very interesting debates in both 
Houses, the question was brought to a decision in the 
Senate, at half past 9 o'clock on Friday evening the 2d 
of December 1803, when the Yeas and Nays were as 
follows :— 

YEAS — MdTrs. Anderfon, Bailey, Baldwin, Bradley, Brecken- 
ridge, Brown, Cocke, Condit, Ellery, Franklin, Jackfon, Lo- 
gan, Maclay, JJicholas, Potter, Ifrael Smith, John Smith, 
Sam.Smith, Stone, Taylor, Worthington, Wright — 42. 

NAYS — Meflrs. Adams, Butler, Dayton, Hillhouic, Olcott, Pit- 
kering, Plumer, Tracy, Wells, White— 10. 

The 
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The 9hcfve Reaohitiiiii being sent to the House of Re- 
ppesentatiTety on Friday the 9th, the vote was taken, and 
there appeared 

TEAS— Meffrs. Alfton, jun. Alexander, Anderfon, Archer* Bard. 
Bedinger, Blackledge, Boyle, Brown, Bryan, Butler, G.C amp- 
bell, Cafey, Claiborne, Clay, Clopton, Conrad, Crownenlhieldy 
Cutts, Dawfon, Dickfon, Earl, Karly, Eppes, Fmdiy, Fowler, 
OiUefpie^ Goodwyn, Gray, Gregg;, HaDimond, Hanna, HaT- 
brook* D.HeiAer« Jof.Heifter, Holland, Holmes, jackfon, Jones 
Kennedy, Knight, Leib, Lucas, Lyon, M'Cord, M'Creery, 
Meriwether, Mitchril, Kich.R.Moore, Tho.Moore, Morrow, 
New, Newtony jun. Oltn, Palmer, Patterfon, JohnRando]|»h, 
jttn. Tlio.M.RandQlph, Jobn Rea (Penn.) John Rhea (Ten.) 
Richards, CaefarA.Rodney, Root, Sammons, Sandford, Skin- 
ner, Smilie, JohnSmith (N.York), Stanford, Stanton, Stewart, 
Thomas, Thompfon, A.Trigg, JohnTrigg, If. VanHorne, .Ver- 
plank, Wahon, Whitehill, WiUiams, Winn, Winfton, Wyimf 
— B3— -And the Speaker, Mr. Macon->m all 84. 

KAYS— Meflrs, Baldwin, Betton, Bifliop, John Campbell, Wm. 
Chamberlin, Chittenden, Clagget, Math.Clay, Cmler, Dana, 
Pavenport, Dennis* Dwight, £Uiot, Euftis, Goddard, Gaylord 
Grifwold, RogerGrifwold, Haftings, Noge, Hongh, B.Uuger, 
Hunt, Jof. Lewis, jun. ThoXewis, H.W.Livingilon, Lowndes, 
K.Mitchell, Plater, Purviance, Seaver, JohnC.Smith, Stechnan 
Stcphcnfon, Taggert, Tahnage, Tenney, Thatcher, Tibbits^ 
Vamum, Wadfworth, Williams— 4a 

The Ambkdscent has been traniinitted to the difocnt Staid 
af th« Uniaa for their 9ppr.obatipn or rejedUon. 
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An ACT 

Mrectitig Louisiana into two Territories^ andfiroviding/or 

the tem/iorary Government thereof, 

BE IT ENACTD, by the Senate and House of Retire^ 
sentatives of the United States of America^ in Congresa, 
assembled^ That all that portion of country ceded by 
France to the United States, under the nume of Louisi^ 
anay which lies south of the Mississippi territory, and 
of an east and west line to commence on the Mississippi 
River, at the 32d degree of North latitude, and to ex- 
tend west to the western boundary of the said cession, 
shall constitute a territory of the United State§, und«r 
the name of the Territory of Orleans ; the government 
whereof shall be organized and administered as follows t 
Sect. 2. The executive power shall be vested in a 
Govefnor,who shall reside in the said territory, and hold 
his office during the term of three years, unless sooner 
removed by the President of the United States. He 
shall be Commander in Chief of the militia of the said 
territory ; shall have power to grant pardons for offen- 
ces against the ssud territoYy, and reprieves for those a- 
gainst the United States, until the decision of the Pre- 
sident of the United States thereon shall be mado 
known ; and to appoint and to commission all officers, 
civil, and of the militia, whose appointments are not 
herdn otherwise provided for, and which shall be estab- 
lished by law. He shall take care that the laws be faith* 
fully executed* 
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Sect. 3. A Secretary of the territory shall also be 
appointed, who shall hold his office during the term of 
four years, unless sooner removed by -the President of 
the United States, whose duty it shall be, under the di- 
rection of the Governor, to record and preserve all the 
papers and proceedings of the executive, and all the 
acts of the Governor and Legislative Council, and trans- 
mit authentic copies of the proceedings of the Governor, 
in his executive department, eVery six months, to the 
President of the United States, In case of the vacan- 
cy of the office of Governor, the government of said 
territory shall devolve on the Secretary. 
' SxcT. 4. The legislative powers, shall be vested in 
the Governor, and in 1 3 of the most fit and discreet per- . 
sons of the territory, to be called the Legislative Coun- 
cil, who shall be apf)ointed annually by the President 
.<>f the United States, from among those holding real 
estate therein, and who shall have redded one ycsry 
at least, in the said territory, and hold no office of profit 
under the territory, or the United States. The Go- 
vernor, by and with the advice of the said Legislative 
Council, or of a majority of them, shall, have power to 
alter, modify, or repeal the laws which may be in force 
at the commencement of this Act* Their legislative 
powers shall also extend to all the rightful powers of le« 
gislation ; but no law shall be valid, which is inconsist- 
ent with the Constitution and Laws of the United States, 
or which shall lay any person under restraint, burthen, 
or disability, on account of his religious opinions, pro- 
fession, or worship ; in all which' he shall be free 
to maintain his own, and not burthened for those of a- 
nother. The Governor shall publish throughout the 
said territory, all the laws which shall be made, and 
shall) from time to time, report the same to thePresident 
of the United States, to be laid before Congress ; which 
if disapproved of by Congress, shall thenceforth be of 
no force. The Governor, or Legislative Council, shall 
liavc no power over the primary disposal of the soil, 
nor to tax the lands of the United States, nor to inter* 
^ere with the claims to land -mthin Uie said territory.—. 

The 
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The Governor shall convene and prorogue the Legisla- 
tive Council, whenever he may deem it expedient. It 
shall be his duty to obtain all the information in his power, 
in relation to the customs, habits, and dispositions of 
the inhabitants of the said territoiy, and communicate 
the same, from time to time, to the President of the 
United States. 

* Sect. 5. The judicial power shall be vested in a Su- 
perior Court, and in such Inferior Courts, and Justices 
of the Peace, as the Legislature of the territory may, 
from time to time, establish. The Judges of the Supe« 
rior Court, and the Justices of the Peace, shall hold 
tkeir offices for the term of four years. The Superior 
Court shall consist of three Judges, any one of whom 
shall constitute a Court; they shall have jurisdiction in 
all criminal cases, and exclusive jurisdiction in all those 
which are capital ; and original and appellate jurisdiction 
in ail civil cases of the value of one hundred dollars* 
Its sessions shall commence on the first Monday of 
every month, and continue till all the business depend- 
ing before them shall be disposed of. They shall ap« 
point their own Clerk. In all criminal prosecutions 
which are capital, the trial shall be by a jury of 12 
good and lawful men of the vicinage ; and In all cases, 
criminal and civil, in the Superior Court, the trial shall 
be by a jury, if either of the parties require it* The 
inhabitants ' of the said territory shall be entitled to the 
benefits of the writ of habeas corfiua^ they shall be bail- 
able, unless for capital offences, where the proof shall 
be evident, or the presumption great ; and no cruel and 
unusual pimishments shall be inflicted. 

Sect. 6- The Governor, Secretaiy, Judges, district 
Attorney, Marshal, and all general officers of the mili« 
tia, shall be appointed by the President of the United 
Srates, in the recess of the Senate, but shall be nommat^ 
ed at their next meeting for their advice and consent.-^ 
The Governor, Secretary, Judges, members of the Le- 
gislative Council, Justices of the Peace, all other officers, 
civil, and of the militia, before they enter upon the du* 
ties of their respective offices, shall take an oath or af« 

fii'- 
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firmation to the support of the Constitution of the Unit- 
ed States, and for the faithful discharge of the duties 
of their office ; the Governor, before the President of 
the United States, or before a judge of the Supreme 
or district Court of the United States, or before sucho- 
ther person as the President of the United States shall 
authorize to administer the same ; the Secretary, Judg- 
es, and members of the Legislative Council, before 
the Governor; and all other officers, before such per* 
sons as the Governor shall direct. The Governor shall 
receive an annual salary of 5000 dollars ; tlie Secretary, 
of 2000 dollars ; and the Judges, of 2000 dollars each ; 
to be paid quarter-yearly out of the revenues of impost 
and tonnage, accruing within the said territory. The 
members of the Legislative Council shall receive four 
dollars each per day, during their attendance in Coun- 
cil. 

Sect. 7. Jnd be it further enacted^ That the follow- 
ing Acts, that is to say : 

An Act for the punishment of certain crimes against 
the United States. 

An Act, in addition to an act, for the punishment of 
certain crimes against the United States. 

An Act to prevent citizens of the United States from 
privateering against nations in amity with,' or against 
citizens of the United States. 

An Act for the punishment of certain crimes therein 
specified. 

An Act respecting fugitives from justice, and per- 
sons escaping from the service of their masters. 

An Act to prohibit canning on the slave trade from 
the United States to any foreign place or country. 

An Act to prevent the importation of certain persons 
into certain States, where by the laws thereof, their 
admission is prohibited. 

An Act to establish the Post-OfEce of the United 
States. 

An Act further to alter and establish certain post 
roads, and for the more secure carriage of the mail of 
' -i United States* 

An 
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• An Act for the more general promulgfttion of the 
laws of the United States. 

An Act, in addition to an Act, entitled, an Act for 
the more general promulgation of the laws of the Unit- 
. ed States* 

An Act to promote the progress of useful Arts, and 
to repeal the Act heretofore made for that purpose. 

An Act tD extend the privilege of obtaining patents 
€bT useful discoveries and inventions to certain persons 
therein mentioned, and to enlarge and define the^penal- 
ties for violating the nghts of patentees. 

An Act for the encouragement of learning, by se- 
curing the copies of maps, charts, and books, to the 
.authors and proprietors of such copies during the time 
therein mentioned. 

^ An Act, supplementary to an Act, entitled, an Act 
for the encouragement of learning, by securing the co-* 
■pies of maps, charts, and books, to the authors aad pro- 
prietors of such copies, during the time therein men- 
tioned, and extending the benetits thereof to the arts of 
designing, engraving, and etching historical and other 
prints. 

An Act providing for salvage in cases of recapture- 

An Act respecting alien enemies* 

An Act to prescribe the mode in which the public 
Act, Records, and judicial proceedings in each State 
. ahall be authenticated, so as to take effect in every other 
St^te* 

An Act for establishing trading houses with the 
Indian tribes. 

An Act for continuing in force a law, entitled, an 
Act for establishing trading houses with the Indian 
tribes. — And, 

An Act making provision relative to rations for In- 
dians, and to their visits to the seat of government — shall 
extend to, and have full force and effect in the above 
mentioned territories. 

Skct. 8. There shall be established in the said terri- 
tory a District Court, to consist of^one Judge^ who shall 
reside therein^ and be called theDistrict Judge, and whp 

Q 2 shall 
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shall hold in the city of Orleans, four sessions annually^ ; 
the first to commence on the 3d Monday in October, 
next, and the three other sessions, progressively, on - 
the 3d Monday of every 3d calender montli thereafter. 
He shall in all things have and exercise the same juiis- 
diction and powers/ which are by law given to, or may- 
be exercised by the Judge of Kentucky district ; and 
shall be allowed an annual compensation of 2000 dol- 
lars, to be paid quarter-yearly out of the revenues of 
impost and tonnage accruing within the said territory. 
He shall appoint a Clerk for the said distiict, who shaM 
I'eside, and keep the records of the Court, in the City 
of Orleans, and shall receive for the services perfonw- 
ed by him, the same fees to which the Clerk of Ken- 
tucky district is entitled for similar services. 

There shall be appointed in the said district, a person 
learned in the law, to act as Attorney for th« United 
States, who shall, in addition to his stated fees, be paid 
600 dollars, annually, as a full compensation for all ex- 
tra services* There shall also be appointed a Marshal 
for the said district, who shall perfoi*m the same duties, 
be subject to the same regulations and penalties, and be 
entitled to the same fees to which Marshals in other dis- 
tricts are entitled for similar services ; and shall more- 
over be paid 200 dollars, annually, as a compensation 
for all extra sei'vices. 

Sect. 9. All free male white persons, who are housc- 
Iteepers, and who shall have resided one year, at least, 
in the said territory, shall be qualified to serve as 
grand or petit jurors in the Courts of the said territory^ ; 
and they shall, until the Legislature thereof shall other- 
wise direct, be selected in such manner as the judges of 
the said Courts, respectively %hall prescribe, so as to be 
most conducive to an impartial trial, and to be least 
burthenscme to the inhabitants of the ssftd territory. 

Sect. 10. It shall not be lawful for any person or 
persons to import or bring into the said territory, from, 
any port or place without the limits of the United 
States, or cause or procure to be so imported or bix>ugbt» 
^rkAowingly to aid or assist ia so importing or bringing 
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any slave or riaves. And every person so offending, 
and being thereof convicted before any Court within 
«aid territory, having competent jurisdiction, shall for- 
feit and pay for each and every slave so imported or 
brought, the sum of 300 dollars ; one moiety for the 
use of the United States, and the other moiety for the 
use of the person or persons whcrshall sue for the same ; 
and every slave so imported or brought, shall thereupon 
become entitled to, and receive liis or her freedom. - 
It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to im» 
port or bring into the said territory, from any port or 
place within the limits of the United States, or to cause 
or procure to be so imported or brought, or knowingly 
to aid or assist in so importing or bringing any slave or 
slaves, which shall have been imported since the first 
day of May, 1798, into any port or place within the 
I limits of the United States ; or which may hereafter be 
so imported, from any port or place without the limits 
of the United States ; and every person so offending, 
and being thereof convicted before any Court within said 
territor)', having competent jurisdiction, shall forfeit and 
pay for each and every slave so imported or brought, the 
sum of 300 dollars, gpe moiety for the use of the Unit- 
ed States, and the other moiety for the use of the per- 
* «on or persons who shall sue for the same ; and no slave 
or slaves shall directly or indirectly be introduced into 
said temtory, except by a citizen of the United States, 
removing into said temtory for actual settlement, and 
being at the time of such removal bona fide owner of 
such slave or slaves 5 and every slave imported or brought 
into the said territory, contrary to the provisions of this 
Act, shall thereupon entitled to, and receive his or her 
freedom. 

Sect. 11. The laws in force in the said territory, at 
the convmencement of this Act, and not inconsistent 
with the provisions thereof, shall continue in. force, un- 
til altered, modified, or repealed by the Legislature. 

Sect. 12. The residue of the Province of Louisiana, 
•ceded to the United States, shall be called The Dmrict 
of Loidhicmay the government whereof shall be organiz- 
ed and administered as follows : 
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The executWe power now rested in the Governor of 
the Indiana Ten'itory, shall extend to, and be exercis- 
ed in the said District of Louisiana* The Governor 
and Judges of the Indiana territory shall have power to 
establish, in said District of Louisiana, Inferior Courts, 
and prescribe the jurisdiction and duties, and to make 
ail laws which they may deem conducive to the good 
government of the inhabitants thereof: Premded how^ 
everj That no law shall be valid which is inconsistent 
with the Constitution and Laws of the United States, 
or which shaU lay any person under restraint or disabil- 
ity on account of his religious opinions, profession, or 
worship ; in all of which he shall be free to maintaiR 
his own, and not burthened for those of another: jind 
firovided aiwy That in all criminal prosecutions, the 
trial shall be by a jury of 12 good and lawful men of 
the vicinage, and in ail civil cases of the value of lOO 
dollars, the trial shall be by jury, if either of the par- 
ties require it. The Judges of the Indiana territory, qr 
any two of them, shall hold annually two Courts with- 
in the said District, at such place as will be most con- 
venient to the inhabitants thereof in general, shall pos- 
sess the same jurisdiction they now possess in the Indi- 
ana Territory, and shall continue in session until allthe 
business depending before them shall be disposed of.—- 
It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Indiana 
Territory to record and preserve all the papers and 
proceedings of the Governor, of an executive nature^ 
relative to the District of Louisiana, and transmit au- 
thentic copies thereof, every six months, to thePrcsident 
of the United States. The Governor shall publish 
throughout the said district, all the laws which may be 
made as aforesaid, and shall, from time to time, report 
the same to the President of the United States, to be 
laid before Congress, which, if disapproved of by Con- 
gress, shall thenceforth cease, and be of no effect. 

The said .District of Louisiana shall be divided into 
districts by the Governor, under the direction of the 
President, as the convenience of the settlements shaU 
■squire, subject to -such alterations hereafter as experi- 
ence 
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ence may prove more convenient* The inhabitants of 
each district) between the ages of 18 and 45 shall be 
formed into a militia,, with proper officers, according 
to their numbers, to be appointed by the Governor, 
except the commanding officer, who shall be appointed 
by the President, and who, whether a Captain, a Major, 
or a Colonel, shall be tlie commanding officer of the 
district, and as such shall, under the Governor, have 
command of the regular officers and troops in his dis- 
trict, as well as of the militia, for which he shall have 
a brevet commission, giving him such command, and 
the pay and emoluments of an officer of the same 
g^rade in the regular army ; he shall be specially charg*- 
ed with the employment of the military and militia of 
liis district, in cases of sudden invasion or insurrection, 
and until tlie oi*ders of the Governor can be received, 
and at all times with the duty of ordering a military 
patrole, aided by militia, if necessary, to arrest unau- 
thorized settlers in any part of his district, and to 
commit such oifenders to jail to be dealt with according 
to law. 

Sect* i3. The. laws in force in the said District of 
Louisiana, at the commencement of this Act, and not 
inconsistent with any provisions thereof, shall continue 
in force until altered, modified, or repealed by the Go- 
vernor and Judges of the Indiana Territory, as afore- 
said* 

Sect. 14. And be it further enacted^ That all grants 
.ft)r lands within the territory, deded by the French Re- 
public to the United States by the treaty of the 30th of 
April 1803, the title whereof was, at the date of the 
treaty of St. Ildefonso, in the crown, government, or 
nation of Spain, and every act and proceeding subse- 
tjuent thereto, of whatsoever nature, towards the obtain- 
ing any grant, title, or claim to such lands, and under 
whatsoever authority transacted, or pretended, be, and 
the same are hereby declared to be, and have been from 
the beginning, null, void, and of no effect in law or equity: 
Provided rievertheledSj that any thing in tliis Section con- 
tain- 
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tained) shall not be construed ta make mill and Toid anjF 
bona fide grant made agreeably to the laws, usages, and 
customs of the Spanish Gov^nmeut to an actual settler 
on the lands so granted, for himself, and lor his wife and 
family, or to make null and void any bona fide act or pro* 
ceeding done by an actual settler, agreeably to the laws 
usages, and customs of the Spanish Government, to ob- 
tain a grant for lands actually settled on by the perscoi or 
persons claiming title thereto, if such settlement in either 
Case was actually made prior to the 20th day of Decem- 
ber 1 BOZ : ^ind pfFmjtded further^ That such grant shaU 
not secure to the grantee, or his assigns, more than one 
mile Square of land, togetiuer with such other anU fur- 
ther quantity as heretofore hath been allowed for the wife 
and family of such actual settler, agreeably to the lawsy 
usages, and customs of the Spanish Government* And^ 
that if any Citizen of the United States, oar other per- 
son, shall make a settlement on any lands belonging to 
the United States, within the limits of .Louisiana, or 
shall survey, or attempt to survey, such lands, or to de* 
signate boundaries by marking trees, or otherwise, such 
oflfender shall, on conviction thereof, in any Court of 
Record of the United States, Sec* forfeit a sum not exceed- 
ing 1000 dollars, and suffer imprisonment not exceed- 
ing twelve months ; and it shall, moreover, be lawful 
for the President of the United States to employ, such 
military force as he may judge necessary, to remove 
from lands belonging to the United States any ^ich citi> 
zen, or other person, who shall attempt a settlement 
thereon. 

Sect» i5. The President of the United States is 
hei*eby authorized to stipulatic with any Indian tribes, 
owning lands on the east side of the Mississippi, and 
residing thereon, for an exchange of lands, the proper- 
ty of the United States, on the west side of the Missis- 
sippi, in case the said tribes shall remove and settle 
thereon ; but in such stipulation, the said tribes shall 
acknowledge themselves to be under the protection of 
the United States, and shall agree that they will not 

hoW 
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hold any treaty with any foreign Power, individual State, 
or with the individuals of any State or Power ; and 
that they will not sell or dispose of the said lands, or 
any part thereof, to any sovereign power, except the 
U.States, nor to the subjects of any other power, nor to 
the citizens of the U. States. And in order to main- 
tain peace and tranquility with the Indian tribes who 
reside within the limits of Louisiana, as ceded by 
France to the United States, the Act of Congress, 
jWLSsed on the 30th day of March, 1802, entitled " An 
Act to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indian 
tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontiers," is. here- 
by extended to the territories erected and established by 
this Act. And the sum of 1 5,000 dollars of any mo- 
ney in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated by law, 
is hereby appropriated to enable the President of the 
United States to effect the object expressed in this Sec- 
tion. 

Sect. 16. The Act, passed on the 3 1st day of October 
1803, entitled " An Act to enable the President of the 
United States to take possession of the territories ceded 
by France to the United States, by the treaty concluded 
at Paris, on the 30th day of April last, and for the tem- 
porary government thereof," shall continue in force 
until the 1st day of October next, any thing therein to 
the contrary notwithstanding ; on which said 1st day of 
October, this Act shall commence, and have full force ; 
and shall continue in force for and during the term of 
one year, and to the end of the next session of Con- 
gress, which may happen thereafter. 

[Apfircrued 26th March 1804.] 

P. 5.— By an Aft dated the 27th of March, a number of co- 
pies of the Laws of the United States are ordered to be printed 
and diftributcd iu the Territoiy of Orleam and che Diftria of 
JLo'uUiana. 
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